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.FBEIAOE. Til 

diate asaistanoe . to tinese iinfbrtiAiate beings^ 
y¥m an act coDsistent with the ^spirit of' the 
whole of his Lordship^s gorcmineDt; and 
accordingly Captain Cox was commissioned 
to proceed to Chittagong, for the purpose 
of arranging the most effectual means of re- 
lieving their necessities^ by- giving them a 
p^manent settlement on the waste lands of 
that exrtenfti¥e district. 

In an active perfonpanee of the arduous 
duties of this situation, and in a climate pecu<* 
HarljT' noxious !to an European, constitution, 
Captain Cox persevered till his own life be- 
came a sacrifice to his zeal and sense of 
public duty. His.. premature death at the 
age of thirty ^nine. years, in the. midst of 
public employofeoti of va. nature that de^. 
manded the whcrfe of his time and attention^ 
prevented his making many valuable addi- 
tions ^to his Journal from his privatei memo*' 
raadums, (which it was his intention to have 
done, had his life be^^ spared ;)• or even of 
arranging the matter it contained fer the 
pres8% 

Filial respect to the memory of a revered 
parent, and a desire to communicate to the 
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worid that which appears interesting to me, 
of a nation so little known to Europeans, 
have led me to undertake the task of selecting 
from my father^s journal those parts which 
I thought would be most likely to afford 
agreeable and useful information. Nothing 
is added, and the omissions which have been 
made. are only of those minuter and ordi- 
nary matters, which necessarily enter into all 
journals kept for the private gratification of 
the writer. 

My youth, when I quitted England for 
India, and an absence of thirteen years, pre- 
vented my having an earlier opportunity of 
putting it into such a form as might lead to 
its publication. With the kind assistance of 
a friend I have now effected that. object; 
and .without the. remotest view to pecuniary 
profit submit it with difiidence to the judg- 
ment of the world, in the hope, that my 
motives may atone for the errors. of my in- 
experience, and mitigate the severity of 
criticism. 

HENRY C. M. COX. 

Welbuk-street, 44h January, 1821. 
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Rangoon River. — October 8« 1796. 

^S the journal of a voyage is usually barren 
of events, which can afibrd either interest or 
amusement, and is generally a repetition of re- 
itnarks on the wind and weather, I shall com- 
mence my detail with the arrival of the Swallow 
packet in the Rangoon river, where I was met 
by a boat containing the king's linguist, who 
brought me a present of fruit from the Shabunder* 
of Rangoon, and informed me, that tiheNakh^ 
JEtnd a Sercedoghee were in waiting at the en- 
trance of the river, to compliment me on my 
arrival. 

October 9. To-day, two war canoes camie 
along-side, each rowing about ten oais, with 



* Shabvndeiy in the ports to the eastward of Calcutta, is a 
titaation similar to that of master-attendant in our harbours. 

B 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2 JOURNAL OF A RESIDENCE 

music playing, which consisted of two pipes, 
sounding like the bagpipe, and called in the 
Bunnhan language, Nhae, a tomtom*, and a pair 
of cymbals. The seat in these boats for passengers 
is placed o% th^ bow^ with ^ f)ais^4 pi^^^^i™ ^^^ 
canopy, tMe stem being elevated above the water 
about six feet or more ;. the rowers sit two on a 
bench, using short oars like paddles ; the steering 
oar is also like a large paddle, fixed obliquely, and 
worked with a pin or arm on its side, by way 
of tiller; The stem is ornamented with bushy 
tails, something like small chowriesf , hung ^1 
found; aiikd. a long pole pi^ojeote ov^r it In 
these boats were a Nakhaos;^ oi' reportet^* and' a 
Sereedoghee^ , or writer, sent by th6 Rmgoon 
govermn^Bt . to. compliinent . me on my ani^^ I 
TBoeiiM^ HkBfa> in the f^bin, lind gwe them 
chairs to sit oh; they t were; w«U-diessed, hand^ 
scone tneq;f«^0'Ye the aiddle statare,.with fiiie 
open counteniuMes^ . and a^ olin^brown oauk^ 
jdexjon;' diey &fekd:aniadl, thin beards from the 
tip of their chins^'; rtherr.liahr gathered up and 
tied in a knot on the.cr6wzi of the head^^jHid 
their teeth quiie Mack. Their dress was flliSoanU 
fillet or haiyftsrohief round the' he^, all open 
■' '' .--nri.. >.:. : j_: , ; 

* Tomtom, a species of drum, common all over the East, 
f Chowries ate made df horse-liair, or the tail of the Tartary 
cow ; they are used for whisking away flies. 
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Javii^a* of fine white cloth, and a Luageef of 
•SkApl^id] {ifttteni» of the country moAuflu^ture; 
tine tex(iiM^ . apj^entlj^ Teiy gpod^ - iRid the 
oolpi(S9^ gf den; jrfid, (^ Uae, vne yiv^d; md 
well .£^ed;:^thii: lobes of their oacs aliM> w«T^ 
peifomtpd^ witb apiial gold ring6rm'>thdb} ttiej^ 
h»d' ewh of Ui53m their sepamte attendavtsj wttll 
red lacqu0|red boxes oontainiog their i>eibl tod 
cheroot3 (or degars)^ and aa earthen^ goblbt of 
water; the atlievdaats^ however^ reniained ot 
deq|[. Thi^ioriews in the bdatsi n^erelingiin^dral 
polbrnt^mf^f in gait, manners^ and- apjl^eafanoev 
suQ^l^r.totth^ir sUperioiB^ Mme;sni^b.^loweiic^ 
}i^g iHKid^ for tho hdrdihcbd .'of JUHticaty ; -: Aej 
were also<mttoh4firiier-8ki]wed;; the yhtutfLl efiect 
of con9t«t)t espe^e. in their labooious'VDcatioti; 
A Cheko|^ ^A^fi) Mme . on board miich about .thii 
same time; |^ il eonunoa boa^: h^ io in the iwaor 
(department^ #Rd ; is emperior to . .Ihe xither. tWA. 
H^.wm A..90]rpul9ti^ mi<^le^agQ4 -^^ tather 
^hf4>b|i(]; idi^seid u bvut fit appears^ he^^ watr das^ 
pftt«li(<jtm: ill hunrjr to our assistance, in> canaai- 
queqe^ Qf!(QUifih4v!iag giminded on: enterifig; the 
«ver, whereas the others had been waiting for 
me two days. The Chekoy had the same ap- 

^ iamma tg a kind of loose jacket, generally made of muslin, 
and tied or buttoned on one side of the breast 
^ ' t ttie Ungeeg^e^roknd'ik^ (oitis, two brthree times, and is 
then broughtbetween the legs, with one end hanging down in front. 

B 1 
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V JOURNAL OF A RESIDENCE 

pamtus as the others for his betel, cheroots, ^c.^ 
with the addition of a silver pheekdawn*. After 
chatting nearly an hour in the cabin^ during 
which they chewed betel, smoked cheroots, and 
drank water, we adjourned to the deck ; and in 
half an hour more they desired leave to retire to 
their boats and put off. Their questions were trivial, 
and their observations mostly complimentary; 
but they asked in particular after Captain Symes, 
and the gentlemen of the late embassy. 

October 10. The land is in general low from 
the river's mouth to Rangoon, and is overflowed, 
I understand, in most places during the spring ; 
there are several cleared spots on either bank> 
where paddy is grown, but mostly on the eastern 
shore, and three or four straggling villages, the 
houses of which are built of bamboos and cadjan f , 
and raised on piles, in the manner of the Malays. 
At two of the villages chokeys ^ are established, 
called the king's and queen's chokeys, where duties 
are collected on imports, to what amount I am yet to 
learn. Before a vessel is quite land-locked, Dagon 
Pagoda» with its gilt spire and talapoin (or um^ 

* Pheekdawn, a yase made of brass or silver, for spitting 
into. 

f Cadjan is the leaf of the palm-tree, and is found very 
useful for thatchmg houses with. 

X ChokeySy a general term applied to police or revenue 
stations. 
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brella), is geen towering above the trees, and a 
little after, Syriam Pagoda, in shape like the 
former, but not so lofty, and of smaller di- 
mensions. Syriam lies up a branch of the river 
that goes to the N.N.E., and is properly called 
Pegu. River— the Rangoon branch goes to the 
N.W. to join the Erawuddy, and the town of 
Rangoon is situated about one mile and a half 
above the confluence of the rivers. Off the en- 
trance of Pegu River lies a sand, which is avoided 
by keejHng the western shore on board till you 
i^proach the southern point of Rangoon Reach ; 
you then steer over to the north-eastern shore on 
which. the town stands, and immediately off which 
the shipping moor. 

This river, so fiEir, is one of the finest for ship- 
ping I have ever seen. It is about six hundred 
yards wide at Rangoon, the water in general deep 
from shore to shore, the bottom good, and current 
moderate ; how much the tide rises I have not yet 
learnt, but it must be very high, as ships of 
eight hundred or nine hundred tons can dock. 

The town has a rude appearance from the river, 
being composed of straggling huts of cadjan and 
bamboo, raised on piles close to the water's edge, 
slips for building ships, and mud docks. Some 
few tiled houses are seen among the trees within 
the stockade, and the roof of the custom-house is 
raised two stories in the Chinese style ; part of the 
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limbar atodEad^^ ivfaicliefuslMes whatk eall6ikM 
hit, iB.ieGBL.tdwaidB,Ab'!drBr^imid'hefir'^ ffi^: 
sUiff is a jrefy> gbod WMiAincfpi^Fwkh a^canev 
and steps') lor ;hakfiiif foods, #«/. jHere-ttlBO is 
pbced tfie aafaatiii^liatterj^.^h "wiiilh:.!^ sm/iuMeA 
fflKteea eld iron/gans, dEbur or Ax, pcmnM^' which 
ue ma odt tinou^h ' pMfcJiolesi ia f^ ns^ooden 
lAnitslrThnak/ like b sfaipbiside^ Many armali pa- 
godas/ isdoUb of thiom wiik gBt spirea) Hrie'fleen 
amongst thed;ie^ an boA sid43s of 'the rimt. 
Tbe bufldings ' along shfoe, -on the town a&de, 
ertend about ofife :mil6«ndia half, and on^dieop^ 
posite QUe^ idlout a quaiteac of a mile* 

When we approached thelown I seat Mr. Bur* 
net, my private assistant, and Mn Rowland, my 
interpreter, onBh<»re« to acquaiiit tiie.gffvvnunent 
of my.alrrival, and to inform tiken that die Ho- 
nouinable Company's f^p would: fibJbuite ithe town 
with thirtoeA guns* if tm leqaal maober were 
to bie returned, iotberwise the ship could not 
salute. 

The Shabunder returned for anbwer, that an 
^i|aal fMBmb^T of gnus should be retuiDed for the 
tthips^ ;3idftite, aatd, i|t the Mme time, intimated, 
that he had prepared Hm king's rgodown, tnk., die 
^i9fa>m-bni9e fear mf jeo&fition whin I landed; 
biU as that is the place where eoannanden^ of 
eduntry TesseW are carried tb be sosDched, I 
sent Mr. Buniet bade to in&rm him, idiat I ooukl 
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IV. TUB BU&BIHAN EftlPlM. H 

kfy 00 diM^ mibnk :tt> aiidb a'r«iee|ftiMi£ thiM; I 
«tiottUl'be hqppy to 4tee:lMm.4Ni -boivd/ or i^ A^ 
llOMto iprdpw^ l9r Ab; or i£ hfe ^iiuUl:et9ct « 
toitt|)tomiyboii84, as biKl b0elbda»<^f#llell<;«pMift 
JByme^ jaodved, i would iBeet.fajm itid.tfi^ oflteam 

He;ap|teewd/(0; make tt^^ of my Ql]|)ectioii^ ; 
Mid that no disrespect WM intended; that k wi«^ 
a mere form, and a custoui which every one who 
Anoquaiited th« port acqiQ^iieed iii«i ^^^ ^,: With 
jUs eTasive 'aAslFer Mr. Burqcft . jnetorned. 1 joi- 
mediatelir'teiit'back Mr. Rowliuid to-infoim.h^ 
{MHitirely, that I neither would^or could, deviate 
ApMm^.£»tre9€diutioo ; aud.diat^ if he perejsied, 
I rnvstrenaia oh board the ship till I heard from 
iAmao^Morahl Upcmwhicdi he immediately called 
keouncil^ iaiv^Jhidh ihe ,eo;itested. point was de- 
iHited,. and it- ieiigth. yielded in my; ihvoUr. Oh 
afq[NKnciii^' the anehbiage, the o^unlcy ship, 
ilefarietta, commanded by Captain Someryille, 
jadluted us wiih. thirteen guns, w'hich wk returned 
.with an aqual number. I had intended at first t^ 
li^iwi'salvted.witk eleveoi gutas dnly> but .'the ship 
Imiag jaaluted us wiih thirtecsn, We saluted the 
fbit' with tiiie 'saase number, which w^e imme- 
diately returned. . . 

: iath<l Qireaili^ 1 sclnt word to the Shefannder, 
that J meant to land the carriage for his majesty 
the next momiiig, under a i^ote of twenty-one 
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guiis^ and desired he would send proper boats to 
convey it on shore, and also boats for my bag- 
gage, all which he readily {Nmnisedi and, as 
Mr. Burnet informed me, shewed great readiness 
to do every thing in his power to oblige me« 
He went with him to the house that had been 
prepared for me, and told him he would do any 
thing I might require to. make it commodious and 
suitable to my wishes. 

October IL In the morning two war boats, row- 
ing forty oars each, with two of the government 
servants, music, ^c, came alongside to escort his 
majesty's coach on shore ; it was embarked on a 
platform laid over two long boats ; the war boats 
took them in tow and proceeded to the shore. I 
sent Mr. Burnet with a Naick* and six sepoys in 
charge of the carriage, to see it safely landed and 
lodged. As soon as the boats put off a royal 
salute was fired by the Swallow, and when the 
royal equipage was landed, another royal salute 
was fired on shore, and all the government 
officers, witfi an immense concourse of people, 
escorted it to the Godown. In the evening, I 
sent some of my baggage on shore, and intimated 
to the officers of government, that I meant to land 
at twelve o'clock the next day. 

October 12. At the time I had fixed, I quitted 

* Naick, a native corporal. 
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the Swallow with Captain Siinpaon in hia .cutter ; 
the ship aaluted me on quitting her, . and Captain 
SomerrilLe's ship followed the example on my 
landing; the town battery saluted me with fifteen 
guns. Mr. Jhanaey * the Shabunder, . and Bafaar 
sheen the collector of the revenues of the pror 
vinee, the two superior members of govenunent 
here, reeeired me at the pier^head. From thence 
I proceeded through an aTenne fbened by the 
inhabitants seated on the ground, (preceded by 
the officers of the police to preserve order), tot 
wards the house provided for my residence. On 
passing the custom*house, a band of musicians^ 
w^ dancers, exhibited for my entertainment; 
and, at the head of the principal street, another 
band of Siamese dancers were stationed I 
stopped lor a few minutes to observe them; s<une 
were gaudily dressed, as females^ in velvet bro- 
cade with gold omanents, aceorcting to the 
feshion of the country; the dancing consisted of 
various attitudes, and beating time to a slow 
measure with their feet On reaching my allotted 
dwelling, I found it a capacious lower-roomed 
bridi: house, the only one in the town, as I was 
informed. Immediately after I readied the house, 
I was visited by the remaining principal members 
of the government in their robes of state, who 
congratulated me on my safe arrival. 

* He is a descendant of a Portuguese family. 
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Ottob&r ISL To-day Mr. Shmsey and Sate 
fifadeo «6iit tliei]^ coittplpnents, afad reques^d to 
taow if it would fie ligreeatile to me' to reuiie 
a ykh Aon Iheib, to wkioh 1 oeplied in the iaflr* 
malive. AbDot ten A.M., they dame with m 
Serpeebghee, and, after JSomeaoigttctalatoTy com* 
Idimente, we 'talked of business; d/cixpbdiied to 
them the> nature of my appointEiieat^ and the 
line of'eonduct I meant io absem, m«, of 
writii^ to the diief Whoongee*., and keepitig 
mys4ilf reoluscunti) liihoidd reeeive his ntqes^s 
in9truj0dons and permisiioh to assume' the phUie 
functibas of my office; all ii^hieh they approved^ 
and prdmiseld to ctospatch my letter whenever it 
was n»dy. I also iiiforaied them genelally of 
what I had brought, wi;di which they were iwdl 
gratified, and tendered, with madi ai^)aredit frank- 
ness, their services and wlvlioe eii all oooasiona. 
As soon therefore as ^e tnnslatiotas of my letters 
were ready, I sient them to the Rangodn goveni*- 
ment to be forwarded to Amarapoondi. 

October S3, Fmr Ihe fiiist time, I tordagr mde 
into the country, 'and found it'agreedbly 1Iitef«i^ 
'fied, with gentle sisihgs and sloped^ imd fibm^the 
aite of an old p^gbda, I had a oommtodingtvinw 
'of the x^buQtry for many mites rabtid; ttieMar- 
<taban mountains fonning a hounda^.to the N.EL, 
the valleys in ^neral being cleared 'fiir jnddy)- 



* Wiiootigce, a cottnsellor of Sute« 
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gMumda; toihejBdtttbward, ^^41 ^9felitimid)of the 
ii¥er^(ihe wmuideQiigsof wliiebiam aeeA feiiai^^ 
mMme^ is ja estewke {dam of piMiy^gsdbmAM 
htmadadrbf Aeq^&KstB. ThemtlriQC'tbe^nUeyft 
ha sm|dy loam» .coraced with fine tesuriant^paa^ 
tiira of ipasB highij mferitiTe^ b3 is exinced hf :the 
appeawDoeibf . the oskle, ivfaioh aw aaiaigpe oad 
in as good oonditMai as IJuLve ever sten in any 
part .of India. l%e fioil of the knoHs, or little 
hiils, janpeved to. be a /red loam mixed with sand^ 
^n a bans of red ndk, that geema to have under- 
gane, the action of voloaoic Gate. 11 ja friable^ 
and brokeaon tbe sarfiu;e«ito gsavel, and seems 
to oontaio alarge portion of iron. The jfoada at 
present are very indiflbrent» but might roiy easily 
be repdered g^ood and fit foe cmSiagefl. In the 
vicinity of the town are several oidiands of finiit^ 
tnes» and aiany pleasant sttaalaottiyfar bvdldiag: 
The aii; is pure aod elaatif^ and as yet I hawiait 
fenoad the heat x^ressiw* The geaend sahdadt)^ 
of the air is best evinted by its eiiMts; the inhar- 
bitan^nake and female, are afaaleaobnst race; 
and stiaagen in geaend; pMserre Aeir boaMi, or 
recdver soon if tliey dsnivk sick. These ware 
tweflve or fimileen in die aifk list mi boaxxl Ibe 
Swatkrw when ve amved> and lukw tbete aK^ooly 
two, and Diede have been long till wiA ^lent 
dysenteries ; aaoong my <cnm suite there is not one 
sick-. . • . 
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NoMnier 11, 1796. I received a visit to^d&y 
from die Shabunder, Mr. Jhansey, who informed 
me he should leave Rangoon for Amarapoorah 
to-morrow morning. In the evening I was amoaed 
with an exhibition of Buimhan dancing; the 
dancer was a girl about ten years of age, who 
kept excellent time to the music^ with various in- 
flexions of her body, and graceful movements of 
her arms and hands, and occasionally with her 
feet To my taste this was the best dancing I 
had ever seen among the natives of India, being 
both graceful and decorous ; and the music, al- 
though some of the instruments were rather harsh 
to an European ear, yet on the whole produced a 
pleasing efiect. 

November 14* I rode out to the great pagoda 
to see a procession of the natives. Fortunately 
my poyzah (or sircar) has a house close to the 
stairs leading from the great avenue to the pagoda. 
There I had carpets spread, and chairs placed 
for myself and Mr. Burnet, and commanded a 
perfect view of the men and women going and 
returning. The crowd of both sexes was very 
great from sun-rise till teno'clock, every one car- 
rying, or rather offering, according to their abi- 
lities, or zeal. Some of them bore pageants in 
the form of trees, the branches loaded with 
clothes, betel, and other necessaries for the 
priests: others, elegantly constructed pyramids 
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&f TarioQS foims on die backs of paper-ele- 
phante, crocodiles, or giaiiits. These pyhuoiidd 
were very neatly made of coloured paper and 
wax, formed into fret-work containing &e-workd—^ 
others fire-works» cloth, or fruit The officers of 
government, and those who could afford the ex- 
pense, were preceded by the country musicians ; 
ail were dressed in their gala-suits, and in the 
silks manu&ctured in the country ; which for tex- 
ture and vivid colours would be esteemed even in 
polished circles. The manners of the whole re- 
flected credit upon them as a nation : no jostling, 
or ill-humour was seen, all were gay and de- 
corous. The dress of the women impresses 
strangers with an idea of their being immodest * 
but» in my opinion^ they are quite the reverse : 
frank, but innocent; affectionate wives, and tendeif 
mothers. In the evening I again resumed my 
situation at the poyzah's house, but observed very 
little that varied from the morning prbcession^ 
except that the crowds were greater, and every 
one carried a few wax-candles to offer. A few 
sky-rockets were the only part of the fire-worki^ 
that I saw, as I did not think proper to go up to 
the pagoda, lest I might give or meet With of-^ 
fence. By the orders of government no person is 
flowed to go up to the pagoda with their shoes 
on, but I saw many Europeans and native Christ 
tians breaking through the order with impdntty. 
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Nw€mher':l7.: TJb^ 4(fty the folloiriBg frad by 
ordedi lQ|c>kfiia<i& to^Meitau the tiWh^oC q|i awUt 
sataoa ofiailiiliec]?} against - lu native: The defend 
dani 4eiv]i(iA^tiie GhMgel;:tiie-f«rihdpalk» wH^^ 
uadi^QUrt,' adjouxMDn^ io ^'wkBlX pagoda whhtfnt 
the wtdU aft At Umrk, "vhendll 'the pfeutiea .irare 
solenstOly «ivwQra#9C9)ift^ 
hite fiiilSiWi^M di^D^oiiarfif jthe witnesaesitakiiB 
dow9i Qdbd/^e deity invii^ed hgpi this, pnest to 
judge'b4tweeniihe^{latfie& Ae^rtalnvqutettty^of 
W4X' WI&9/ wieighed in twiro eijual ffortiotas/ jan4 
feim^d into two caniUes^ whicih were lighted at the 
satEQ instanti 'One "Mis held, by die plaintiff; the 
other by. thedefendaatf; aiid the holder of thecandle 
whhfliifiittE bttnitibiit;,*astadjiidged to have sworn 
faL9elf»\and;of aqiirM.lasirthe canaev andiwqidd 
be: 8enlton0ed)t67pay (he eosts oftheBait, aiQdan6 
ing t0 four . hiindied tiods, and damages thiee 
hnndfaad-itichltf. In this case die defendantfs 
candkK)binrnt oiut first, when /the people gave a 
ahottt^ hnd thetplaintiffVriritodsyfaanngrjMietioualy 
pnipaited .atllansk ot tiixmc and damcers; they ex^ 
hibited.befoi!^ tibe people: Thb nmch only I have 
beepj ablecto imthentieatb ; whether the woman it 
liable ite befiepudiated, br'whetheritbcire axe any 
vJBuriatioi^in the finos^ I have not a9 jrebasitertainedi 
. (AT^Qvi&frlfi. Lreamttlri^ 
that! traaisent from faenoe to :&marapoMalf iritfi jnf 
lettem/bui n^tomed^ wkfe ehlemlnwi dM king.fo 
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tlie^g^venmedat kera to. supply me ^k( bowts to 
prooeedifib the presenbe without delay > 

N^mtmbm 19. In iha'ervening two Seneedbgliees 
waited online to giVe laae foimal liotioe of iihe on 
deis fh)iB Av% andr that they i?ould.imp|edialely 
prepare the boiits foD my eooeoamoidation, * 

Nimembtn^. I jrpcitTad'aiinsit to-day ficom the 
Sencedbghee; who re^unstsd .'to ikobw^ wl^ nmni 
t>er of boats I^c(ul4 re^^e fas 'iny. trip td Ama| 
rapooraJi. I fib^the number At six^oix;; one foi 
my aleepi&gjQi ojhi for my dipner: boat, aaefof 
Mr. Buii(tt^. Ojie'fofr seifrante^ one for my inters 
pAt^r, imd cma for a cook boat. 

NovcmbeTi 85. Hamg been informed by^ the 
membe)ri» of gay^ment,. thati hope but flowened 
or pura silver w^uld be allowed to pass cuirent 
int future, i had swie of the silmer, called j^ per 
cent., assayedi before me^ and found that.wheh 
refined; down to flowered sUtox standard; itJoat 
81 per>cent.» and.still had m alloy atiiear;5/per 
pent,, which v69kQ^ what is called 85 pefi-pedt^SQ 
per event; In.fact, Spereent of tbJu} i»:a^e^y^y 
lost inAisiQA, igf^ding lafopiu:, tboiramainder 19 
li profit wbi<Ai< th/e^bio^ of tbis'6iilqtityi,/caUod 
poyzahtf*, itiake by assayi^:; the lote: falls; on 
the m^ohants, and is a shimeful idmse* injurious 
toigpYoroment as wellastto.the public 1^ large« 



* Shroffs are the "native bankers or money--changers. 
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These poyzahs fee the oflBceis of goremment, as 
I am infonoed, to wink at the abuse. Flowered 
silver is so named from stars being impressed on 
it by the lambent flame that plays on die surface 
when approaching purity, and being suddenly 
cooled by a wet rag thrown over it. 

I to-day visited a mineral spring in the neigh- 
bourhood, and, as it may be proper in the first 
place to notice the country in which it is situated, 
I ought to observe, that the province of Pegu has 
generally been represented as flat and swampy, 
particularly that part which is in the vicinity of 
jRangoon ; and those who have attempted to de- 
scribe it to me have in general fieJlen into an error 
common among the seafaring people, who fre- 
quent this port, stating that the inequalities of 
the soil are artificial. Nothing is, however, more 
distant from the truth. .The country, especially 
on the northern bank of the river, is undulated^ 
and, immediately to the northward of the town, a 
gentle ridge commences, which when viewed in 
profile, is like what is called by seamen, a tongue, 
or gunner's quoin, extending from the river two 
miles and a half in length, north and south ; and 
at its northern or highest point two huncked feet 
at least above the level of the river at neap tides. 
The superior contour of this ridge is not quite 
regular, but nearly so ; in its breadth, from east 
to west, it is also irregular, varying from fifty to 
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four hundred yards ; shelying away gradually to 
the westward, and sending off bluff spurs, or head- 
lands, to the eiastward. The soil of this ridge is, 
1st, a thin stratum of vegetable mould mixed with 
siliceous earth, which latter predominates. This 
first stratum is of various depths, from twelve 
feet to a few inches, and where the declivity 
is great, is entirely washed away. 2nd. Red .ferru- 
ginous porous rock ; this is found in large irregu- 
lar masses, or in decomposed fragments, on all the 
prominent parts of the ridge, frdm whence the first 
stratum has been washed away by the rains, and 
in larger masses when more deeply seated, with 
its stratum vertical or perpendicular to the ho- 
rizontal strata of the other classes. Srd. De- 
composed red ferruginous rock mixed with silice- 
ous earth, with a large proportion of iron ore, red, 
yellow, and blue. 4ith. Argillaceous earth, white 
clay. 5th« Blue siliceous earth, with a large pro- 
portion of iron ore, and vitriolic acid : and, 6th. 
immediately below it is a dark blue ponderous 
granular stone, emitting fire in collision with steel, 
containing a large proportion of iron ore and vi- 
triolic acid. On the apex or northern edge of this 
ridge stands the stupendous pagoda of Dagon, and 
to the north of it, in a hollow formed by the rains, 
is a pool of water, limpid, but austere and acid to 
the taste. In this pool the water is also retained by 
a dam thrown across it by the natives, who wash 

c 
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tbeir cattle in it, sppposing it str^pfj^ning/ But 
they, Hs well as the. Europeans, w^ho , ffequently 
bathe in it, are unconscious of. its real medical 
qualities; and till this day I. had no opportunity 
myself of examining this pool ; for the geneial belief 
of all whom I have questioned on the subject, 
both here and at Calcutta, is, that it contains 
merely a solution of alum; a very natural con- 
clusion for those who have only, been guided by 
their taste. This current opinion« added tQ 
the tale of the Pagoda Hill having been raised 
by art, is a strong proof of the facility of populfur 
belief: a trait in the human character whieh^trar 
vellers shpuld ever guard against 

Although what I call a Quoin en^ at tbe.pfi-. 
goda, yet the high laad by no means . terminates 
there, but branches out in oth^r ridg^^i ext^pdii^g 
far beyond the limits of my .excursions, in various 
directions. In a fork between two of. the$€L ridges, 
the water during the raias. forces a.pi^ss^ge, and 
forms a cascade of about 14 feet perpea^icular. ; 
here we have a natural section of the soih: when?, 
the various strata are laid bai;e, ao4 .may be^ ex- 
amined with accuracy. The fall ha« also sco.op$id 
a deep basin, where the water, frota eVaporationi 
in the dry. season, becomea hi^ly, listringents 
Wherever the blue ponderous; fstone (which forms, 
the sixtfaL^stratum) has been. Iwl jw^i by the mon- 
soon torrents^ and is. exposed to 4he rajn^oCthe. 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



m TttB B&RMHAK sMPIRli. Id 

sun, a nfttiTe ebpperas is formed. All the redes 
oti the sarface n^&f'the liEirge'po^l have the ap^ 
peamnce ef sond-^stbiie, ifi rtfany plbtes skinned 
over with a'thili chist of ^red dephlogtsticated ifon- 
dre; btft when e&poi^ed to the action of the air, 
thigy'&ll into a yellowii^h white impalpable pow*^ 
der^' On the surface of the niud deposited in 
those poold which have been dried up^ by solar 
evaporsKtion, a yellow scum appeata ; and among 
these rockd and hollows, the presence of sulphur 
is strongly impressed on the external senscf; hM 
I was unable to discover its actual prudence by 
my imperfect mode of analyds; • 

It may appear presumptuous in me to have iat- 
tempted'^an analysis of the water in this pool, ig- 
norant' as I was of chemistry ; but as my e0)rts 
might prove successful, and as eveiy analysis of 
the kind is best made on the spot, I shtdl candidly 
state the process and results. I had no galls, 
mup of violets, Prussic acid, solution of silver, 
vitriolic or nitric acid, stills, or evaporating appa- 
ratus; burinstead of galls I had I^rench brandy, 
highly tinctured with the astringedt resin of oak; 
by being kept in an oaketi cask; and a still better 
test, in a stroi^ infusion of green tea in water; 
I had the animal, minoratl^'aifd vegetable alkalies; 
and aqoa-fortfs, wtth^which I made a solution of 
silver, first purifying the silver byfiision, in the 
usual way. I had iron, and I could easily make 

c2 
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lime-water. With these teste I obtained the fol- 
lowing .resulte: — Ist. Tinctured with brandy it 
became a deep black, and deposited black fsecul® 
in considerable quantities, like feces of ink ; the 
discoloured liquid tasted like ink diluted with 
water, allowing for the vinous taste of the brandy. 
2iid. Tinctured with the watery infusion of green 
tea, it gave the same result, but much more perfect 
in every respect. 3rd. The animal and vegetable 
alkalies formed a blue precipitate, leaving a red 
ferruginous scum on the surface of the remaining 
liquid ; when filtered and evaporated in the sun, 
the precipitate remained of a reddish colour, 
but without taste or flavour. 4th. A piece of 
bright iron knmersed, formed a red ferruginous 
precipitate, but without discovering the smallest 
particle of copper to the taste or smell. 5th. So- 
lution of silver formed a scarcely-perceptible milky 
cloud, which soon turned to a reddish brown. 
6th. Aqua-fortis occasioned no effervescence or 
precipitate, but formed a slight brownish cloud. 
7th. Powdered sal-ammoniac produced no sensible 
change. 8th. Lime-water formed a red precipi- 
tate in large quantities. 9th. Milk curdled slowly 
in. a slight degree with about one-sixth part ite 
quantity of the mineral water, but the milk was not 
pure. 10th. A red rose immersed preserved ite 
vivid colour. 11th. Evapbrated by fire with a 
piece of bright silver in it, the silver shewed no 
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appearance of sulphur, nor were the fumes in eva- 
poration sulphureous ; the remaining liquid,' after 
standing forty-eight hours/ gave out crystals of 
a pure white, and an acid taste, with an earthy 
ferruginous precipitate. From the results of the 
whole of the experiments I was led to conclude, 
that this mineral water was a pure chalybeate, con- 
taining iron held in solution by the acid of sul- 
phur or vitriolic acid, with a very small proportion 
of magnesia and muriatic salt. 

November 26. The preparation of my boats went' 
on so very slowly, that I saw many days would 
elapse before I could set off: the members of 
government made a great parade of despatch,^ but 
it was mere parade^ they seemed to have their 
views in procrastination. 

December 5, 1796. At five a. m. we left Ran- 
goon with the flood-tide ; the general course of the 
river was to the north-west, but with frequent and 
deep windings, where the reaches on the river 
are about 250 yards broad ; winding sometimes 
less than 100 yards, but with depth sufficient, I 
was told, for ships. The banks are low, but 
highest on the north-eastern side, and appear well 
cultivated, and interspersed vnth straggling houses. 
I had, however, no opportunity of seeing whether 
the country is more highly cultivated or more 
populous inland. The same contrivance for searing 
the birds from the paddy fields, which is useH 
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by the .Malaj^s in /the .eastern ialaodfi, is oqqi* 
moa heipe. piis' is a hdgh atage erected in the 
centre, of .the .'fields, ;jifith.lini6s.e^tending to^elastie 
poles /in .ei^rjr ducection^ vsith little »lN»iiches af- 
fixed .to .the lines, fio that the least iDotion at Ihe 
pentreagitatesthe.whole. The.s{K»itaneousgrow^ 
of the banlgs x£ 4he livar fare /cmerreeds firom Bix 
tojten(feet hig^ ; the tops of these >6ane8 are eicel- 
lent prpy^nder for caUle: ,there were also varie*^ 
ties of trees unknown to me, but none of tbem 
apparently .valuable a3 timber, and the aott Irom 
the edge of theriy^ is an unvaried .^tnttum iof 
richsandy loam. In the evening we oame to Pau- 
layh, whe^e ithe river sends off two braaiches ; ion^ 
goes to the south-south-w^sl;, and faJUb into 4iie 
sea at China Buckeer, as I am informed; the oilier 
to .the north-northreast, and on each of J)be points 
fi>cmed by these livers, iare villages. 

Decembtr 7. Tonday we entered that part of 
the river, called by the natives the iGreat River, 
or Erawuddie; and Qn the ea&tem shore passed 
a town, called Yanghoon. The Erawuddie b 
about 700 yaixls at this junction, and goes off with 
nearly the same hseadth to the souA-west, and 
emptier itself into the sea at Bargue Point. Ber- 
glifi or Broghee river i^ tl^ great outlet of the 
Biavuddie. 

Dfipember 13. In our progress torday, saw part 
of the ptoces9 of makii^ indigo, the |)lant steep- 
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ing in a diftall canoe li&Ii^Ml of wbter, l>ut afloat. 
I am told thfey u&e it in aistat^ of solution, never 
consolidating it by inspissation and pressing; 
therefore, Vhat I saw I &ncy amounts to nearly 
the whole of the labour bestowed oh it. 

December 14. We were cohsideiably detained 
to-day t)y the boat, containing the king's carriage, 
and by the merchant-boats in company with us. 
The boatmen, sOthough stronger and mote active 
when they chodse to eiert themselves, are not to 
be compared with the Bengal dandies*, they have 
no idea of tracking, their principal forte lying in 
poling wilSi bamboos, fourteen feet long. All the 
boats of burden have outriggers, and a j^latform of 
bamboos fore and aft cSear of the ^ody of the 
boat, for Ifie crew to walk along ita poling. The 
teain bitnks for the m6slt p^ut are a mile distant 
from each other, "with hoUse^ scattered along them. 
Culture does not seem to be carried on upon an 
Extensive plan, but in spots and patches according 
to ttie exigencies of *he natives. Wherever I have 
kthded, they hiive appeAi*ed to me as well lodged, 
cloDied, and fed, as the peasantry of any other 
part of Iildia I have seen. Every fiunily pUht 
their own indigo, cotton, and paddy; and the 
women spin, manufacture, and dye, all the cloth 
necessary for their owti consumption, while thie 
men iittend the bboUr^ of the field ; and con^i- 

T • . I I ■ ■■■!■■ I I ■ 

* Boaimeo. 
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dering there is no encouragement for exporting* 
the surplus produce, I am at a loss at present 
to account for the appearance of any opulence 
amongst them. That they have some commerce 
is however certain^ from the number of excellent 
boats of burden that are seen lying at every con- 
siderable town, or passing and repassing. Hitherto 
I have been prevented from obtaining any infor- 
mation on these and many other subjects, from 
the inveterate propensity of my informants to 
lying, or indulging in the marvellous; but I 
hope to learn as I get on ; at present, however, I 
am obliged to shut my ears, that I may not have 
to unlearn. 

December 19. About noon, as we approached 
the mountains on the western shore, a beautiful 
view opened to us. To the west was a margin of 
bright sand, backed by a green bank and woody 
hill ; to the northward high and distant mountains, 
covered with forest-trees to their summits ; to the 
eastward a high bank, with large trees and huts 
scattered below them, ending in an abrupt point, 
which closes the reach, so as to give the river 
here the appearance of a fine lake chequered with 
the boats of our fleet. As we advanced the scene 
varied ; many sandy islands divided the stream, 
some of them barren sand, others high and co- 
vered with lofty trees, and cultivated grounds. 
We advanced by the western channel, where a 
precipitous hill, about 150 feet high, covered with 
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trees and bushes, comes down abruptly to the 
river, and forms its western boundary. The basis 
of this hill is a crumbling rock of yellow coarse 
grit sand, the super-stratum an immense bed of 
rich sandy loam. The stream here is about a 
quarter of a mile wide, and pretty rapid. When 
we had passed these clif& we came to a beautiful 
valley, in which is situated the town of Pohem- 
ghee, 'where we made fast for the night. These 
hills and mountains afford abundance of teak, 
which is brought down by the little mountain- 
streams during the rains. A ship was built here, 
and many large boats are now on the stocks. 
The hills here make a bend to the westward, and 
there send down another branch of the river, 
forming a beautiftil gorge or valley, variegated 
with gentle risings ; with all the flat grounds 
under preparation for the cultivation of paddy. 

December's. This morning we reached the 
southern suburbs of the city of Prone. Here 
the hills on the eastern side of the river recede 
to the E.N.E., and we stopped for near an hour, 
for a pass to clear us of the custom-house chokey. 
A ship of 300 tons burthen was building at the 
time for the Prince of Prone, the second legiti- 
mate son of the reigning emperor of the Burm- 
hans. We passed the city, and brought to 
about a quarter of a mile above it, on the eastern 
side of the river, near a small mountain-stream. 
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which comes from the eastward ; and by which 
tei^-plaiiks, *&c., are lirougbt down <ftom Ih^ 
Inlls durmg 1ihe tai&s. 

December 84. I received a visit during the day 
from a niece^in4aw of the emperor's second wife, 
who is the -mother of the hetr-apparent, lindiihie 
Prince of Prone. Her fiither governs Prone 
dttringlhe absence of l!he Prince. She is at present 
unmarried, and 'Was attended by the wives of €ome 
of the -other members ^of government. Her dress 
was a silk lungee, and a sash over the shoulder, 
wffli an open Banyan or Biy*oo^ of coarse flowered 
muslin ; ^n her wrists and ancles wteve bangles of 
p»e geld, and several niby rings on her fingers ; 
and on her feet she wove sandals, covered with 
red do^ ; her hair was combed bade, and 
gathered in a knot at the back of her head^ She 
was introduced by the chekoy, or military offficer, 
who is )»y esoort from Rangoon. At first she 
declined ^^ming on board my boat, and sat on 
I9ie bank near it; but when the chekoy went 
away^ she asked permission to come on board, 
and then seated herself and retinue at the door of 
my cabin, on the poling platform next the shore. 
I^e was about the middle stature, and plump in 
figure ; of a tight olive complexion, with a pleas- 
ing countenance, and features more rmsed than 
those of the Malays. She apologised for not 

* Bajoo, a kind of open shift, with long sleeves. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IN THE BVHMHAN EMPIRE. 27 

ha^ng l)rought me any present, and expressed a 
desire -to know if I wanted any thing which she 
could command. The attendants in general spoke 
for her, but she often spoke herself, and was 
frank and affable, and repeatedly requested I . 
would excuse her freedom, when the latitude of 
female curiosity prompted her to ask particular 
questions. I entertained her with a few tunes on 
the hand-organ, some spices, rose-water, and 
sweetmeats. After staying on board the boat 
about an hour, she desired leave to retire, and 
when she returned to town, induced her father to 
send down dancers and music for my entertain- 
ment ; however, as he had neglected visiting me, 
I declined accepting of it. She also sent a present 
of plantidns, cocoa-nuts, and sugar-cane, which, 
as coming from her, I accepted. The city of 
Prone, or as it is called by the natives Pyeh, is 
situated on the south side of a pleasant valley, 
on the eastern bank of the Erawuddie, on an 
elevated point projecting a little into the river. 
At present it is about forty feet above the 
level of the river, which rises in the rains about 
twenty or twenty-five feet, its area, north and 
south, is about one mile and a half, and breadth 
about three-fourths of a mile. It was for- 
merly surrounded by a wall of masonry, of 
which parts of two or three bastions on the river 
face still remain. They are in the old style of 
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fortification, with battlements intended for mus- 
quetry only, the ramparts not having sufficient 
breadth to admit of cannon ; which, if mounted, 
must have been fired en barbet. The intermediate 
spaces where the old wall has follen to ruins, is 
defended by a stockade of teak piles, about one 
foot square, and twenty feet high. In this stoc- 
kade are many gates 4nd steps of wood on the 
river, for the accommodation of the inhabitants. 
Within the stockade are several Pyahs or Bunn- 
ban pagodas, some of them gilt ; the rest of 
the buildings are mean. Some few are of wood, 
but the greatest part of bamboos and cadjan. 
There is only one regular street which leads 
through the centre of the town north and south, 
the other quarters being divided only by crooked 
lanes and alleys ; a large proportion of the inha- 
bitants I was told were Mahometans. Prone, from 
its situation, its old fortification, and the remains of 
religious buildings in its vicinity, must have been 
a place of some opulence, which it would soon 
recover if under a settled and equitable adminis- 
tration. It is a conmianding-post on the river, 
centrical to the best parts of the Burmhan domi- 
nions ; and the hills with which it is surrounded 
are rich in metals, and abound with teak. Lead 
and iron in small quantities are at present got 
from them, but gold also has been and may be 
obtained. The iron is said to be softer and more 
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malleable than any imported ; and is therefore 
preferred by the natives, who manufacture it into 
many articles for their own consumption. Teak 
timber seems to be the chief article of trade here 
at present, to which may be added cotton, grain, 
rope, and paper manufactured into umbrellas, 
books, 6fc, They had then a ship of 300 tons on 
the stocks, but ship-building I should imagine 
can never be carried on here with advantage, 
from, the difficulty of getting the vessels down in 
safety to Rangoon, as the current must be very 
rapid in the rains ; it serves, however, as a proof 
of their enterprise, and shews what they are 
capable of doing if encouraged. Exclusive of the 
enclosed town, there is a suburb at both ends : 
the southern one half a mile long, and the northern 
something less. The river here flows in a bold 
straight channel, from one mile to half a mile in 
breadth. To the westward the hills, for several 
miles above and below the town, form the bank of 
the river ; these hills, from the stunted growth of 
the trees and shrubs, and general arid appearance, 
evidently contain minerals. The valley to the 
N.E. of the city is very beautiful, and where cul- 
tivated yields abundant crops, from fifty to one 
hundred fold. Inland from Prone, about five 
miles, I was informed, are the ruins of the ancient 
city of Therai Kittra ; it was of a circular form, 
and its walls of masonry, traces of which may yet 
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be seen: Its diameter ir said to be three miles; 
and within '^ its area ail& two or thrcie yiUdges, and 
their paddy fields. I purpose visiting^ these ntins 
oflrmy return from Amanqxidrah, should a eonve^ 
nient opportunity pfesent itself. 

By an observation! made, the latitude of Prone 
is 18^ 5(y N., which is fiAeenmUieslo the south- 
ward o£ it3B * place in Major Reriiiell's chart Talso 
suspect it 'is laid down too much to the eastward ; 
I have not, however^ yet had^an opportunity of 
ascertaining the longitude, but expect to ^ get an 
observation to^norrow. 

December 26* Left our station near Prone, and 
in the course of the day I was so fortunate as to 
observe an eclipse, the first Satellite of Jitter, 
which made our longitude 95^ 58' 15'' east ; whidi 
is a degree to the westwaid of what Major 
RennelVs chaft gives. 

Dteembior^. At- noon we were opposite to 
the town 6f Commas situated on the west bank 
of the Erawuddie^ &moud for its timber. The 
numerous religious, buildings in the town indi- 
cate its opulence. The fort lies three miles inland 
from theErawuddie, on a rividet that empties itself 
into that rrver, and is' navigable in the rains, I 
was infonned, for large boats, almost all the way 
to Arrakan. I suppose the provinoe of Arrakan 
is meamtjiand not the capital of that name. Here 
also is the high road by which the merchants 
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who trad6;to Daoea brbg: their, gooda^ ^c, on- 
bullocks, and in covered carts, which are welL 
iliade, and.mueh in use throughout the country* 
Every step I advMice, I meet wtth.proQ& of a> 
better, police and more thriving.people than I had. 
formed any conception of. All along Ihe. banks « 
whei^ver I have landed, I have met with securityi 
and abundance ; the houses and fanuryads of the' 
peasantry put me much in mind of* the habitat 
tions.of our little fanaers in England. . The popu- 
lation much exceeds what I had been taught to 
believe; and, on inquiring of the villagers, they, 
mention in e^rery. place, that there are larger 
tow/is inland. Game is searee.and shy, and tige» ^ 
unthou^t: of; a proof not: only of considerable 
population^ but also of oultivatian. On the whole, 
the ciroumstaiiees of thoi people seemed improred 
since we entered the hilly, districts. 

D&oember^'. We stopped: for a little timeat' 
the town/of Patro; it. is populous, and the land 
round it well cultivated. Here for the first time 
I met with teak-trees on the hills near the bank ; 
but they grow in abundiuice on all these hills - 
inland. It is cotmmonly supposed in India^that 
the P^u teak is. produced on low grounds, and 
heBoeageneial.]u:ejudice against it ; this may hold 
gaodiu^^to ;Some small part of the duggers or mast- 
pieces^ Iqitall the. plank, and a great proportion of ^ 
the other kindsv come, from these hills. In the 
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rai^, iQnumeraHe mountain-streams facilitate the 
ttapsportation> and what has been cut too late to 
be brought down by water the whole wa.y, is 
dj^agged overland on truck-carriages by bufi&loes! 
A little beyond Patoo, on the west bank, a lofty 
hill with a pagoda on it forms an abrupt point. 
In India^ this would be fo]:tified as a commanding- 
ppst on the river ; but fortification does not seem 
to be in estimation among the Burmhans. 

JmyMiy 2, 1797. In the morning we came to 
the Iqwer town of Mhegeounya. Several bpajts 
were lying at it, and at noon, when we arrived at 
the upper town, we found a great many large mer- 
chant-boats loading, and the place not only very 
pppulous^ but also evidently one of great trade. « 
, January 5. To^-day I had a proof of the in- 
dependence of the common labourers in this 
^untry ; the crew of my boat went ashore with 
tlifiir little bundles, refusing to proceed further^ 
un^^ss the Laidaigbee (the cockswain or owner of 
th^ b(tat).paid them the balance of their contract- 
h/jTe for the 'trip to Amarapoorah. They had n- 
<}^ve4 Afteen^ticalp in advance at Ra.ngoon; and 
i]^. wanted, the reipaining ten.ticals: twenty-five 
locals .and prpvisioiis is the hire of a.bof^ai) 
from Raoigpon ,to. A^nafapoorah, and the passage 
rarely, exceeds two months. The Laid^gheq 
pleaded, that he had no security for .their ^perfofn^- 
i'lg >ifi ^ilft >Wh^r/?/P they. w?i|e sure pf pbt^pifftj; 
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redress against him, if he refused to pay. The 
oflScers of goyernment with me, never interfered to 
compel them ; but at length compromised the busi- 
ness by becoming security for the owner of the 
boat. During the passage also, on several occa- 
sions, the boats' crews have been threatened with 
punishment for neglect of attention ; the rattan 
has been brandished, and even the culprit bound, 
Wilt I never saw a blow inflicted. 

January 7. At noon we came to the upper town 
of Raynangoong, or, as it is pronounced by the 
natives, Yananghoong : I stopped here on purpose 
to pay a visit to the wells of Naphtha, or earth-oil. 
The town has but a mean appearance, and many 
of its pagodas (of which there are a great number) 
were falling to ruins; the inhabitants, however, 
were well-dressed, and many of them had gold 
spiral ear-ornaments, and were undoubtedly rich 
from the great trade they carry on in the earth- 
oil. At this time thirty-three large boats, besides 
numerous small ones, were lying here ; and thirty- 
three large merchant-boats, at two villages depen- 
dant on this place a little higher up the river. At 
two p. M. I set off from my boat, accompanied by 
the Mewthaghee or Zemindar of the town and 
several of the merchants, to view the wells. Our 
road lay to the east-north-east through dry beds 
of loose sand in the water-courses, and over rug- 
ged arid downs and hillocks, on which were scat- 
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tered pj[ants of euphorbium, the cassia tree, which 

yields the cutch or terra japonica, used through^ 

out India» to add to the astriugency of the betel 

when formed into pfiwn: it also yields a very 

durable timber for lining the oil-wells, and, lastly^ 

the hardy biar, or wild plum of India. The sky 

was cloudless^ so that the sun shone upon us with 

undiminished force, and, as I had been unwell 

for some days, I walked rather slowly ; but at the 

expii^tion of an hour we reached the wells. I 

fomput^ the distance therefore to be three milfss 

from the river. The wells we saw are scattered 

i|i^egularly about the downs at no great distance 

from. each other; some, perhaps^ not more tha^ 

t]|iirtv or forty yards. At this pa^icular places v^e 

werp informed^ that th^re are 18Pw^lls; ai^d four 

or five nMles to the north-east t^ere ajre 3iO more. 

Ip, making a we.U, the hill is put down, so as to 

fonn a square table^of 14 or ^S^p^ fpr the crown of 

th^ well, and fyora this table a^ r()ad is forn^ed by 

scf:a]|>ing away an i,ncli;^ed p^ne, fpr the drawera to 

dbsspei^di, in raisi^|^ the excavate^, eajrth from th« 

well, and subsequently the oil^ T^hj^. shaft is sunk 

of a square fojrm, and lined^ as t^Q miner proceedi? 

with squares of cassia woo^ ^IfX^^.; these stayei| 

are about six feet long, six ip.ch|?s broad, and two 

thick, and are rudely jointed and pinned at right 

angles to each other, fqrjning a square frame about 

four and a half fpet in the cleajr for the upp^nncst 
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oneAy' but maf d contiactecl belo^. When i ihinei 
has fieioti sis ttr iiore feet of the shafts a setfiH 
of these aqisMiti fnmefi aore piled on each tkli6^i 
aad re^^nburlf ttdded to at to^; the whole' girrfdU-' 
ally sinking as he deepens the shaft, and aecuriii^ 
hita againsC the finlliag in of the sides. The sdlt 
of strata to be pieeced ts^ firsts a ligUt sandy loi^ 
intermixed vnA fiagnents of quartz, 6ilex; S^! 
Secondly, afriabkisand-fiitdhe easily Inrought^ wKIi^ 
tbin horizontal sfcatt of a concrete of mairtial omi 
talc*» and indurated argil, at from ten ar'fifteenl 
feet from the snvfiMle, and aho from each othfeV,- 
as Aere ane sereial of tiiesa veins in did gr^kit 
body of fDtB't^1t&. Thinily, at tir^ntfr cubits, 
raoita or Ibsay fimb the swDfaob, and immediately' 
Below the freestone, a pile bine atgilladbonS 
Arth (schista) appears, impregnaited witti the pd^ 
tibleum^ and smeHiiig strongly of it. Ih3% tUey 
say, is retj diffeiik to wbrk, and grows bard^t" 't^ 
thiqr get deeper; ending in schist and skte, suci^ 
as is found covering veins of ebajl in Surbpii^ 
Below this schi^, at the deptii of 130 cuMt^; 
is ooal. I procufid aoifae (ihterinixed' witib sul^ 
phur and pyrites), whidi had Been takeltfrfa^ U 
well deepened a^ few days before my aniVsl ; hxA 
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*'*The talc lias this sitigutain'ty : it is denticulated, itsi lomiUa 
beings perpendicular to the horizontal lamina of the argil on' 
which it is sealed. 

d2 
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deemed amongst them a rarity, as they are seldom 
obliged to proceed to such a depth. They were 
piercing a new well when I was there ; had gcft 
tk> the depth of eighty cubits, and expected oil at 
ten or twenty cubits more. 

The machineiy used in drawing up the rubbish, 
flcnd afterwards the oil from the well, is an axle 
crossing the centre of the well resting on two rude 
forked staunchions, with a revolvingbarrel on its 
centre, like the nave of. a wheel, in' which is 'A 
score for receiring the draw-rope; the bucket U( 
of wicker work covered with dammer; and the la- 
bour of the drawers, consisting in general of three 
Aien, is facilitated by the descent of the inclined 
plane, as water is drawn from deep wells in Hiti- 
dostin. To receive the oil, one man is station^ 
at the brink of the well, who empties the bucket 
into a channel naade on the sui&ce of the earth 
leiading to a sunken jar, from whence it is laded 
iiito smaller ones, and immediately carried down 
to the liver, either by cooKes or on hackeries*. 
When a Well grows dry, they deepen it. Thef 
say, none are abandoned for barrenness. Even 
tike death of a miner from mephitic air does. not 
deter others from persisting in deepening them 
when dry. Two days before my arrival, a man was 
suffi)cated in one of the wells ; yet they afterwards 

* Hackeries, the term for the common cortA in India. ' 
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renewed their attempta without farther accident, 
I jreconimended trying the air with a candle, ^c, 
with seemingly little eflfect 

The oil is dmwn fmre from the wells in the 
liquid state, as uted without Tariation ; but in the 
coldaeason it congeals in the open air, and al- 
ways losies sompUung of its fluidity; the tenlpem- 
ture of the wells preservii^ it in a liquid state ^ 
to be dmwn. A man, who was lowered into f 
well 110 cubits, in my presence, andmimediatelj: 
drawn up, perspired copiously at every ppie : un- 
fortunately I had no other means of trying the 
temperature. The oil is of a dingy greep, and 
cdoious: it is used for kunps, and, boiled with % 
little dammer (a resin of the country) for paying 
the timbers of houses, and the bottoms of boat^ 
iJ*c., whidi it preserves firom decay andyermin« 
I^ medicinal properties known to the natives^ 
cause it to be employed as a lotion in cutaneous 
eruptions, and as an embrocation in bruises and 
rheumatic affections.. The miners positively asr 
sured me, that no water ever percolates through the 
CAtth into the wells, as has been supposed. The 
rains; in this part of the country are seldom heavy, 
and during the season a roof of thatch is thrown 
over the wells, The water that ftdls soon suna 
off to the river, and what penetrates into the earth 
is effectually prevented from descending ta< any 
great depth, by the increasing hardness of the 
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ayaginiMHi(gfcga( of adhtot. TUi ^mtt leMiljr bfi 
vifim^eAi iidian it ia knoim, t^ the ooal«imnM 
at iWhiihy are worked hdloir the havbeuv^ aari th» 
laof oidie galleiiea not owif Omi fifty feet from 
Ite.bedioftbfraea The defcieMiy «f caad in tipa 
ttfant Buqr he owing to Ae high fuige: of' smwi* 
taina to the te^stward^ wthidi urn pandlel to t)w 
nteiv anda^ndst the clpuds in theit passage ; as io 
tfie'CaaedOA.the eaatem aide of the peaanaulaof 
InMeu floladioiis t» obtain, accurate inibrtnatioil 
oata aitbj^ .90 interesting' a9» this, natural sovcft 
affK^tit, I had ail the^prinoqial praprietara as^ 
ianabled on lH>ard my boat, and coUeated ivom 
^ettL the fbUbilring paatieukurs: the fbregang I 
^arat aft the wells^ from the mineis 9mA otherik 
i ODdeaTouoed to gnard. againot exa^peratioa, as 
wallas to obTiate the cautioaand resemre, whicli* 
meMOotile.mea. in all oounirifs- think it noceasarj^ 
to ol^seiifa when minnteAy questioned^ on sub|eot«» 
ai^ting theifl inteiest^; and I haTO^ rejoson to 
hope mf inftrcaation' ia not very fiir distant^ froai« 
thettrath. 

'■' • The pr^itf of these weHs is in the ownersof the 
soil^ natiiresoftha ci|«ntiy» and descends to the heir^ 
l^encml aa a kind of entailed hereditament, with 
which it'is said goremment never interferes, and' 
which no distress will indues themto alienate. One 
liftfnily pevhaps possesses four er five wells. I 
hfittrd of none who* had'SMre, the genefaKty of 
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theni have lesd, ihey orfe sunk i}j, and wrdugM 
ibr, the ptoprietdrd; The c6^i of sinkfajg^ a hew well 
isr S,000 tiealij, flowered silver 6^ Ihe country; or 
3,500 sicca rapees, and the annual average net 
profit 1,000 ticals, 6t 1,250 sicca nfpees. The 
fccMtract price with the miAei^ fbr sidking a well 
is as follows : fbr the firs'i forty cubits they have 
fbrty ticals, for the next forty ciibits 900 ticals^ 
had beyond these eighty cubits to the oil, they 
have from thirty to fifty ticils per cubi^, according 
io the depth (the BiVmah cubit is nineteen itiehe^ 
Bnglish,) taking the meah rate at forty ticals p^ 
tmbit, aiid 100 cubits as the general depth at 
Vhidi they dome td'oil; the remiAilng twenty 
ciibiid will cost 800 ticals, or the whole of thd 
ihlners' wdgei^ for sinking the shaft 1,140 ticals^ 
A wellof lOO curbtt^ wlB recjtiire 950 cassia stares^ 
ivltidU di five tteils iter l<)b, will cost forty-seven 
ilbah AhA A hiCIf. Porta^ and workmanship, in 
fitting them, may aiiioutit tb 100 ticals more. The 
leVe/Ittrig thfe hill for flie crown of the well, and 
making t\ie draw- Wad, ^c.y according to the 
tontttibix rat6 of labour iw the couiitry, will cost 
iboxitSOO ticals, ropes, ^•c, arid ptorisldns fbr th'^ 
woAme^, which are supplied by the proprietor. 
When msilting a rifeW well, e^pfenses of propitiatory 
si(£rificed, acnd perKkp^a sei^iorage fine to govern^ 
merit fdi pertnldsi^n to sifti it, consiitne the remaftf- 
hig 512| titiAls. Iif d^pfening an old well, they 
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Wik^itbe. best biiigaiii .iu their powel-iwitfn tiM 
pf I9fi{p« .who mte. ^heif dommd^er cubit ftqconliDg 
t«>itside{itb».M danger fsom .the heat QciiEu^philio 

..tThe amwnt^ .produce/ and waives ^ the la? 
b^^ttrera who draw, the oil, aa stated to. iiie». I auat 
pectwa9 eisagKerated.or eiroiieoiia.froia muaateff 
IHCetatlQa OQ both sides. The average produM 
of ^e^ weU per diem, they said was dOO.vias, m 
L8S|$Jbs^,aTOirdiipoj», and that the labottre]»>eam^ 
upmirds Qf< eight ticaLs each »per, mo^th; ,b«tJi 
VjppD^end.this was not meant, as the^a^eiage prai 
duce^or w^gen for every day or month tliraiughoucl 
therjfear^.as snmt aj^^ear from; a furtibief. e^omiiw^ 
tioA of 4te subject. Where $dfi^ are , dubiow, we 
WiV^t end^TOurtp obtain tr^th:fJX)m internal avin 
4effc«. JQSaeh well is woirked by fourrmen, and 
thftWiW^es ig regelated by the aTetage produoeof 
^ dajTS* labour^fOf which they have one*8ixth,.oi| 
i)Sifff^e,,at the rtrteiof one and a quarter ticab 
pefi hundred yis«^ tjtie priqe.of.tbe^i} a£ tKowdtoi 
XIm0 I pippiietep .ha3: an .o^ion ^f paying, their aixtb 
JA>tQilft/but,pJiiUQd»jirta9«).ihe pays tlie value in 
vfi^ms^MAiiSim, il ithinli this is. as &ir a^imy of 
c^gld^t^ng the wi»ges o£ labour as is any when 
p^tis^j; < ibr, in. pitaportbo as the labourer wofka 
hfttbepefita^ an4gaims» ^yaa he beaefite.his.eiar 
jfhffis, . I , Jte /can only do . inj nry by overworking 
hwiMlfriWhiifhiiB iMrf likely to.hfppen-to an Indkio.' 
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Nb fhtoviafemivre allowed to 1iMf!otl'dhi;l#t)r«'to 
^e!proim^to«9 Supply «he fopes^#>«.r«iiid<illMy# 
tlie kiiig^s dutjr b a tentit of tUe piVMiube. ' H&wj 
8U[^)08ing a well to yield 500 viss per. di^ki 
thfoughoiit ttie year; dednetiiii^ one-^nhMli^ for the 
kboiireis, and one-tenth for the kteg^, there 'iHIt 
leniain for the proprietor, n!3^!tmg fna^iMil 
ia6|87« vi8B» which at l\ tietd, the Talue >M 
Ihfe -wells is- equal to 1,710 ticals per aiiiivdi^.^ 
9rom this dtun there is to be deducted biily'il 
Mfle fordmwing; rope^,' ^c.y for I eoiild not leastt 
thift there was any Airtti^r ikities or expenseild 
be chflifg^ on the pioduee; but Ae mefch^^ 
say:Aey>gaiii only a neat 1,000 tieate ^pe^ aobillb 
for eadi Well ; and, as we advance we shall "baVd 
reason- to think th^ have given the miitstiibtnii 
Mher than the miiiimum of tbcSr profiis ; hetibh 
ire may idfoTi that the gtoss' atnotait of- pfOdMb 
per anoam ia not ia!»,600 viss. Fiii^ef; tke^ foltf 
labourers' sham, «r one^i2tth,dedoetin^^tbe king4 
tithe, will be B^2504vi9s per m«b(h^ (thirty daysi 
ev in money at the Above pno^f twdnlrf^^' tfeidl^' 
tfty atas, or seren «ieak» tweltti ai^^ each' ttiaW 
per lAonth ; but the wiigeik (tf a emdfm^tf ^UbmM¥ 
in this part of the eotmtry, as the ^din# p^i^Mtt0 
informedvie, is oUly five tvtalB per montlT'tHyeW 
hired from day to day: ikey> ateo admitt^tfaad 
die liAmir of the ot^dmwers was not Ylardef tbtki 
that of common labourers, nUA the-eitipldyment'lM! 
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1^ otavxkius to health. On being more inffiK- 
^eetljF ^Mstioifed, (for enf thii part of the snigecij 
perlii^ owing -to thte minMeiDMB of my inquirMj 
Ibty vrtie moirt rea^rvbd,) they lUhmred thatt their 
gaiii wa9 Hot much ^^reatbr thanr II16 cbmmbii 
IHboufeiB* of the country, nor i9 it reasonable hf 
9honM; for» «) Itteie is no mystery in dtowing of 
oil; lio particular haMships endured, or ridk dT 
hnlthr; m compukibA of pretention pretended; 
dkid,' as it'ilrthe interest of the proprietor^ to gSi 
Ana^^arU done at the chef^est rate, of eouimo 
^e nmabers that w6uM lo(& to so regalar and 
ptaafiUble an employment would soon lower the 
rate of hke,> ii»rly at lefeart to the eonimon' wages 
of A4' ebuntry. Bi^sides; I observed no appetf- 
anee of aflhience amongst the li^iireris ; ^f 
werermeiMy lodged and clad^ and fed coar&i^ly ; 
not' Oft rloe whidi* in tftie upp6r pr6vinc€i ts HSL 
aaticlerof Jhiitery,buton<dky graiiis, abd nidigfeltidM 
ibotfi^of the natore of cas^da, eoIte<ited* i« theif 
Hastes' by thOtr Womeii and difldreti. further, ii 
is* not reasonable to snppme that these iabonrer^ 
woiicedGonstandy: Natdre Always requires are- 
spite,^ aikd willbeobeyed, however much ihe desire 
of gain n»y stimulate ; ahdy this cause most more 
pailieulwly operate in warm climates, to ptoduc^ 
wli&tfwie oiken* improperly call indoteilfie. Eren 
tiie' rigidfGiyto emphaticrity gay^, thM '' th6 mtti 
wiio hmnift thne to be idle is a «tav^:" A due 
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tbe reproaches too libemlly bestowed on thenjf fiN| 
Mnotionhig MlajostittB. Be tfa*t as H nisf , Ltbiiib 
it ift suffidieiitly appaient that Ike artide of wagu 
id alfio exaggented, and Ifaat S/00' HaM^^rmmt oiAif^ 
be eonaidered as the anoawt piodnecl of ^nNfciaf^ 
dayl^ and not an avanfe fer eiwy day m Hie 
ytar« TIk labour of Ae miDnfir, as I haw olM 
Mired abinre, k altogeliier dklmoi fiaoi* ibm bl^ 
dnwefsv and dreir pay proportioiiepd to lifeir faaidb 
thip8» and the risks they endiwei - ilMsaaiilBg 
tker^Me aa data^ the aekoMrledged ptdfitoP lylMl0 
tieahi per aminB fov Meb walh^ irfiieh t^b <aa 
' huedif suppose exaggerated^ a6 it woukl ehupbM 
Ute proprietdfs to an MldMenal taHy and Hm 
eoamion tragi^i^ of preearious emptoymeat «i tta 
Qouiitty , that is one monlib witiiattelkery indtfdh^ 
holidays, the year romid; four and a qtmrtt^UMi 
per itioifth aa the pay oil the oil^btfirera/ wliM 
tnclades the t^«KO eiotridtaea oi 4ie qnottion, i»iiiil 
ttahe" the at*erage piodwee of eadi weit per <tt^ia^ 
8d0 viss, or 100,500 tisb per annttiiH equal to 
8i96,676ntev avoiidupm§, M )79ton»< 9554hs. ; eV 
in Uqaid* measore 798^ hogsheads^ of sisty^llkfee 
galk>as eeeh; and, as* titers aie MO wi^Us regis^ 
terfed bf government, the gross assoiiat^ pvodtiM 
Of the wfaoUe per annum,. WHI Ife S6',9iXy iUs^ot 
OSiTBl f6ns, t^aeOIK^i, 01^' MS^afiO ha^hMds; 
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moAth^: the wells,*, at one and a quarter tuads per 
humlnd/visB, 711,TS0 tictas, or 889,687i sicca 
vupees. 

HMFrom theiweUs the oil is carried in small jaiB» 
by caoliea or on carts, to the river ; where it is 
deUyer^ to the merchant exporter, at two tiicals 
pw.hundred Tiss; the value heihg enhanced 
thneeHeighths by the expense and risk of portage ; 
therefore the gross value or profit to the oountrjr 
0^ the whole, deducting, five per cent for wastage, 
iwayibe stated at 1,081,860 tioas, or 1,362,32$ sicca 
rupoQ^ pej annum, yielding a direct revenue to the 
king of 136,2^ si6oa rupees per annum, aiad pe^t 
hupfr thrioe as miMih niore before k reaches thn 
GorwiWif r ; besides the benefit the whole counti;y 
|»ust derive from, the productive industry called 
into action^, by the constant employment of so 
)wge k dlpital on so gruff an article. There we^e 
between seventy and eighty boats, average bluh 
Umai aixty tcMBis each, loading oil at the seirefal 
wharfs,, and others constantly coming and going 
idkiile I was there. A number of boat^ and inen 
9ifio fiiid constant employment in providing the 
pots, ^c.„ for the oil; and the extent of this 
smglebmnch of iiM^mal ^^mmeree, (for almost the 
ivhole IS a«^isi|xped in the country,) will serve to 
gifosomeiiwight into the internal commerce and 
E«sojurpasqf;tbe( country. At the wells the price 
oCdy^ftloiViis^SRyeji, apas seyen .pice, p^r 1121bs. 
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av6irdapois ; at the port of itenglioiigit ii» s6Mf«t 
Ike rate of three sieca rupees, three himis, pM «ix 
pice, per 1121b8., or per hogshead of sixtjrfllfree 
giJlons, (weighing^ 5(M<lb8.)'fotirteeii rupees, seten 
anas, nine pice, exclusive of the cask ; or pet 
Bengal bazar maund, two rupees, fire anas^ 
eight pice ; whereas the muatard«seed and otkef 
vegetable oils sell, at Ranghong, at eleven rupees 
per baaar maund. 

. To conclude, this oil is a genuine petroleuih; 
pMsessing all the properties of coal-tar, bekig>ili 
bbt the self-same thing ; the only diflbrence Ss; 
thai Nature elaborates in the bowels of the:eai«h,' 
tiiat for the Burmhans, for which European nationd 
are obliged to the ingenuity of Lord Dundonaid'. 
. January 14, 1797. Passed the modem city of 
Gneayan, its N.W. &ce towards the river extendii 
about one mile and a half. At this statioh th^ fonM# 
defoliation was met by two woondoc^iroai AVaj 
attended by a gilt add several other war-b6ate,tai# 
eonducted to a hduse {nrepared on shojce, aiid 
entertained with music, dancing, and sweetmealer/ 
according to the fashion of the country. Ahi* 
my appointment took place at his majesty's tew 
quest, I of course expected 'Uie sam)e aftentidn," 
but ih this I was completely disappotirted ; and/ 
from the neglect with which I hate beeh twated^ 
difring the whole of my journey, have just temoiti 
to appn^hend that the enemies * of Ghreat Biiftiin 
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bawtbeen busf at murt to u^hne Ike jmdeaC Ois 
haughty nation,, and to indiioe them to treat me 
aa Ate agent of a sidbaidiiiate or anpplicaot slatei 
m tfie hope of preventing an intnooaise which 
Ihay hnagiae may be fiital to their intecestK: 
Aware, however, of the oomhiatttion Ih^ hai been 
iMBaed against me^ andknewng alM maal of fhe 
despicable eonspiratois^ i finnly trast, if ray healtk 
does not fail me, I shall prove more than a nuitak' 
£Mr- tftem ; at least I am piepared for the worst, 
which, if it does not secure^ Tictory, nay aUemlo 
defeat. 

Amuary 10. We oatne tcniay te^ tiie eeotux 
ofi flue nver Kheoundouoi^ with the Stawuddie 
At the eonflux the former appears the Icirgesb 
Mref, but die point of faiMt being only vm ialafad, 
some part* of ibe wateis of the EnewudJ&b are^ 
diaeharged 1^ that channel ako. The Kheonn*^ 
donn ia however, I am iafoimed^ a eonsUemhie 
i9iBr,akkl ftowsftom Costoy thiougk a very fertile' 
osMittyL The cOBBflry on b(^ banks is populeiw 
andwril caltiJialed^ asid a greatdeai of cotton, T 
understand^ is imported firom heoee up the Bran 
wwddie toOhina* Fmmitha eonflux of the two* 
riivers,; the fimwuddie has die appeJEmamce of a* 
beautifiil! canal, the idimd to the westward^ as* 
weH as* flie eastern* hanlt being weH inhabited:^ 
Omt d their chief mhans or priests hanng lately 
died, a gteat-mtmy weUndressed people of botht 
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%»e9 were pwsiiig und cf^paswi^ ilang <li9 bmkftfti 
to pg^y tbeir deTpir9 at \m obafiqwi^. f 

Jimuoiyt iJO. The tonkB qu bot^ sidfi^ W0r» 
DhQut tliirty £»et nlmve the jMre^^nt l»v^ ^i 
ttie liT^r, and ftom them qprwds m ai^niifci 
cultivated plain, l^vel to % raii^ ^ m^iviiteinA 
sef en ox eight miles inb^ on the ea^t ^d§, wid) 
t« the westWMd md northwiud a^ igir as. the yi^if. 
h^homott. The aoil at the 8u|%e i^ in.gaiierrii 
a 9Mdy Iowa, wd iu w^e pteoe« clayey. N«mn 
bede$$ Tillages iM&d hamlets with dflvn-y^tc^ shit-* 
omiMled with ^9^ of p^ddy» b^ffi^es^ hojHu^s^- 
and black cattte* rtesalled tq Olir iniad$. fcenea €i£ 
£uropean hud«»adcy, and e^rince the industry mdi 
plenty of die counitvy. We stopped i^ break&si 
at tbilEi.tawa of* Cheynaonun, for seveh^ keaguen 
round which stterpefre » extiaoted fisom the^aaift^ 
ia the. usuel mannai; ' > 

JumuaRjf S2HL We cwie. opposite the centre oft 
the. city of old An* Sereial pagedes . atiU iih 
main, hut appacently feWihouaes or inhabitantoj 
Since the seat of goyemment^ hM-beea .sttneved;^ 
it is said; to havio. beendeserted ; stillthe4icaM|ilwi|f 
wUgions buildings that remain, extend ahrat twor 
milesialongithe hankf of die rinfes, wJUioh.arao£« 
modeiiute height and. rocl^y. On the^ oppositeiai; 
northern shore standi tb^ wcient city of iCh^gliiu 
Wihme dfiatteied hovses entend fee xthcee or fi>nr) 
dhIqs Along, tta^ bftqk;.H'is. wiyupiqMllpus, And- 
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8Mmg to kftve a lai|pe fliiare of trade. ¥bm Mtt 
the lemains of a fort of bride masonry, the wall of 
which appears to be sixteen feet-higfa» and about 
M¥ea feet thick at the base, do^g up to the 
parapet or battlements, which are in the ancient 
style, but now are fidling to ruins. It seems to 
have been quadrangular, with the river hce ^»q* 
fourths of a mile in length, with sqpiare bastions 
at the angles and at the gates; but itisdeq^- 
esMe both as to strength and situation, the ad^ 
timi hills commanding it. At its N.E. extrmtiftf 
a mnge of n^ged barren hills extend down to the 
mer, forming a bold point, and fiom thenoe trrad 
away. to the N.E. six or seyen miles. On Ike 
summits of these hiUs near tiie dty, are a great 
number of pagodas and religious buHdings of 
notous fimns and style of ardiitecture, same 
finished with domes, some pyramidal, some cones, 
with a profusion of gilding expended on them; 
tey had been recently white-swashed, and all of 
them seemed in good repair: those on the.liiUa 
hare tmverse fl^fats of steps, bounded by low 
jjteapet walls leading to them^ which must horre 
cost much labour and expense. Near the river 
ars several new ones erecting, the devotion of his 
present majesty bavii^ occasioned a rage for 
baildittg temples and monasteries. 

In the course of the forenoon we reached the 
cilf #f AaMuvpooiahi which, including the sub- 
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tubi, MLtends four stiles aloi^ the BOfiilii-eastem 
huik of the river^ aiiditMms with lelifkHiisr bmld- 
iaigd 4>f variou& shapes. Hie^pdaoe, as seen from 
the riwi;. appeMs a coafiised asaemblage of: buikl* 
ingSy glittering with a blaee of gildii^. One^ 
part of it. has a square buildrng finished wltih bat- 
.tlttttents, and a.flat roof with Ti»can Pilasters at 
tlM apgles^something in tbe ^theatrieal style, and 
evidently the essi^ of some smatteier in Bwo- 
poaa . ardhitecture : it is painted, white witii gilt 
joumkiiagPf but is so. surroupded.wsdi^treea, and 
the mean .habitafions of the natifes» tihat it is Mt - 
ii^ierfeetly seen fiom the riTer. It is situated 
ahoat tbree*fearths of a mile N.E; by N; from 4lie 
eitiemity of the westem.suburbs. ^ The fort, I am 
infonn^d, is abottt; one. mile ftirtfaer to die N;lk 
byH. The houses of the citiRns in genenl 
hanRS but *a mean appewanee newed ftom.tfce''* 
river; they are raised on pKes widi pitdied rooft, 
many of them tiled and built of wood ; -butmany 
also are covered widi shnqgles or thatch, and'built'^ 
wiA mats and bamboos. It i^eem^, liowefrfer/lMi ' 
be. .^try pc^lous, and has a multitude of small * 
eraft lying akmg the stiand, and plying to and * 
fro on the river. To the eastwaid and nmihwafd 
are a high range of rugg^ barren mountains^ 
distant four or five miles,' wbieh w« saw mther ' 
inqieffootlyk: fiomt ^ a * Ikkk hase wjliidl ' prevafied ; 
to 4be wdstmud • were Ifae ^ruggipd^ liiaki of hiOs 

B 
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^vritidL extend aloqg the western bank of the trmr 
from Ghegain. The main faieadtti of the tviex 
!C{qK>aite the. city of Ainacapoomh ie about tvra 
«ilea; the intennediate ^laoe^ however, at this 
aettBon is mostly fiUied with high sandy islands 
4iTtded. from eadi other by Tanons channels : ajt 
present they are under cultivation, but in the rams 
aw ail overflawn^ and are annually changing their 
^mnand sitoatian. 

My guides eonducted me to the noiih-westem 
endiof one of them, neariy opposite the centre ef 
the city, where they told me I must remain fiur 
lucther orders from the iriceroy; the thriatiafc 
inteipreter who attended me upon the part of 
iGovemment, and who had been despatched two 
days a-head of us to announce my qipioadi^ 
having returned wi& an order far my escairt to 
stop at Ghegain, or wherever else he might bmsK 
me. . The king with idl his court iSEe.atMheghoen, 
wiiere he has eie^ed a magnifitent. pageda, and 
wilLdraiain luitil the aeit full nKKWu.whidb fiUls 
on. the II th of next month, to condwle the cehs^ 
monies .of consecm^n; and is so deinmtly intent 
oor.tbese piras ofilees^ that it is impoasible for him 
to yield a thou^t to sublunary matteia. From 
tills man I learat that the letters I sent to the 
whoon^ees and vicetoy ftnm Rangoon in. October 
last* have not yet been opened,: as they waitiur 
the English tram^ator ;Mr; JMonomrtiiBe, whom 
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W9 Imstt WDiSptftaBomtxiy. left ia the rear mtfi the 
mecchant-boftts; isHrivfaich the chekogr and inefi^ 
ysny havq reoaiTted a aevene reprimand^ with atriet 
injunctions to bring him up without dekiy : dief 
aoqordingiy bare, despatched & small boat for hfan. 
The exciiBQ for my detention at this inhospitable 
spot^ is, that H is necessary.first for the vioesoy 
to present a petition to hia majesty^ to aanonnea 
my arrival, and request permission fyr my lanAnf ; 
and that iA is unoertaia whea a foyouiafafe oppom 
tunity may occur» wider the present cncwastaaaaa 
of his devout abstraction^ to present this peiitioBt 
I hare ftu^ber learnt* bowerer, that no house hn 
m yeit been pfeparad for me i the sbabvmder 
Jhansey fanre this as a private reason to Pedio^ 
the interpreter. The truth is, that this is altogetibaf 
an intended slight, meant to impress the grodser 
mddHtude with ideas of the si^ieriarity ot tiuk 
owngovemmtent over all others; and mafte9 pasi 
of a iHfemeditated plan of. insult, whidi will rs« 
quire all ray address and patience to batte «r 
overcomes however Arduous the taalv I trost I 
ahaU yet awahen them from their dream, and am 
ftUy prepared for the oontest. I scfeit back the 
interpreter immediately to acquaint the vle»oy of 
my situation, and my wish to send the Govemovr 
General's lettem to him ; and also to inform him, 
that h^ would fii)d a.Burmhfm tfanslation eedoaed 
in the letter I forwarded fronRangooA. I vmiiledt 

k2 
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to send my own interpreter with him^ but this wu 
deuied me by my escort. I took no pains to dis- 
guise my. sense of the neglect I had experienced 
from him. 

. January 35. No answer is returned as yet 
from the viceroy^ or the smallest public no- 
tice taken of us from any quarter; and the se* 
moteness of our situation places us out of the 
r^ach of the gaze of the multitude, except the 
market people passing and repassing in their ca- 
noes ; the women here row and manage, the boats 
as well a^ the men. I had some thoughts of de- 
spatching Mr. Burnett, with my interpreter, to 
court, with the Govemor-GeneraVs letters to the 
viceroy and whoongees» but defer doing it till I 
hear, from the viceroy. 

. January 26. Late last night a Burmhan, who 
came with me from Calcutta, returned from Mheg- 
hpon ; he was one of those Burmhans sent about 
three years since to inquire into the religion and 
manneia of the natives of Ceylon. The head of 
ihe deputation died on their voyage to Calcutta. 
He .informed me, that happening to be knowi^ to 
on^ of the sherydoghees at court, he introduced 
him. to the newly promoted, rayhoon of Rangoon, 
who appears to be in great, favour with his ma- 
jesty at present: he desired him to follow him to 
court, where he was going; when there, the ray- 
hoon told the chief whoonghee, that this Burm- 
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hanhad just arrived witb the Ehglish' Deputy ; 
the whoonghee immediately conveyed this intetli^ 
genee to his majesty, who Bsiid he had' already 
heard of my arrival from the Viceroy, and desired 
that the man might be brought to him. When 
hear to hiih, he entered into very familiar dis- 
couise, inquired very particularly as' to my per- 
son, age, manners^ and rank. He inquired whe- 
ther the commerce of Bengal was great : the man 
replied, the masts of the ships were like forests of 
trees on the river. He then asked; if he had'seen 
the coach intended for him : to which he replied 
in the affirmative. He then desired td know, if 
it had been rode in by any one: the man said, it 
never had, as it had beeii buih expressly for Um. 
At his majesty's desire he then described the 
coach, and made a sketch of it, which he gave the 
king, who said it was not so handsome as the 
one he already had: the man in his simplicity 
contradicted him; at which, the king laughed 
heaHily, and said, ^' Ydu are partial to the English; 
you have not seen my coach-^let' him be shewn 
my coach !". One of the officers of the court im- 
mediately conducted him to where his majeisty^ 
coach was kept.' On his return the king said, 
" Well, now you have seen my coach, 'what is 
your ofHnibn ?" He replied; he still thought the 
new coach much handsomer; at which the king 
laughed heartily. The courtiers behind pulled 
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him by hid ctothes, and Vpii&perBd, lie Aost aoi 
talk ' in that manner to ^e' kiosg. The poor man, 
in the simplicity of hia heart» ccnfessed, that he 
trembled from head to foot, not knowing hov to 
reply ; and that when the king i^ke to him, Ike 
whoonghee behind checking him, he remained 
mute with his mouth open ; but the king enoou* 
raging him by his aflkbility, he proceeded, saying, 
^ Tour majesty is great and powerful^ and what you 
say must be right; but it is proper that I should 
qieak the truth, and I still <3iink, that when you 
see the new coach> you will say it is the hand-* 
somest" The kii^ laughed, and said he was right: 
besides, said he, *' the new coach k coYeMd with 
lamps." '*What," said his majesty, ''has it lamps? 
hare candles been as yet put in thea ?" Thb 
mtosatd, ^' No ;" at whidi the king seemed much 
pleased. The king then said, ** You have beea 
at Ceylon ; what is the age of the kingf" He re«- 
plied, *' Fifty years." '* Ah, that is near my age." 
'* He is very black," said the Burmhan: at which 
the king laughed. The man then told his ma- 
jesty, tbat the English had conquered Ceylon from 
the Dutohy and that no flag was to be se^i flying 
on the ^ores of India, but the English; at 
which the king expressed great satisfectioa, say- 
ing, '' My people can now hate ftiee mtereonirBe 
with Ceylon.'' He then desired him to retire, and 
tetorn again with h» books and diawi^. The 
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iMHioiir Hkvrn oonferred on hiin» he eiays, nftde hint 
the envy of Ae whole cotirt. The ticeroy. of 
Pegu took him to his own house, and .questioned 
him reqpecting me, and the whooiigees oidered 
him to come to them next day. They asked him 
why he went to court* so shabbily dressed, he 
said, he was a poor man, and hfid Ao better, dothes: 
They tdld him he should hare better dothes giyen 
him next time; The chekoy and mewjerry 6f Ran- 
goon hi^pened to be in my tent when he began his 
relation : they both seemed to feel tKe pao^ of 
envy, but promised him a silk dress for bringing sudi 
good new8« When the mewjerry went out of my 
tent, my inteipreter heard him say to the chelo^y, I 
have served his majesty nine years, and have.nevef 
yet seen his fiice, and here this poor oooly ha« 
been humoured with a fislmiliar conversation. 
. I have bedn thus particular in detmling this 
ooavefsation, as I had no reason to doubt of itl^ 
audienttdty, and as it will tend more to the ebi- 
cidation of the character of the sovereign and J^^ 
people, than volumes of wnll-diessed declamatiofli^ 
This pasised on the 25di, and while the man was 
with the viceroy, the king sent orders thai X 
ehobid be immediately forwarded to Mhegfiooni 
and lodged neea the vieeroy^s pahoe; I ibn, there- 
lore, indebted to the viceroy for my detention ojt 
this place. At night Mr. MonoouMute, the inter- 
j^ter, arrived. I propose sending my assistant 
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iHih hiBt 'to Mheghoon in Hie moming, "with the' 
GoTeinor-Oenend'ff letters to the Viceroy eead 
wboongees. ' 

January 27. In the morning I prepared a 
letter of indtructions for Mr. Burnett; but when 
I requested a boat to convey him, and Mr. Moh- 
conrtuse, from the chekoy, he first endeavoured 
to shufBe ofF the business, and at length when 
jM'essed to determine peremptorily, refused to let 
Mf. Burnett go. Under these ciremnstances of 
-restmiit, confined to a barren sand-bank,: denied 
all communication with the court, or even with the 
dity, to procure provisions, it became unavoidably 
necessary to state my grievances, and demand re- 
.^ress : to have hesitated longer, would have been 
-« tacit confession of timidity and imbecility; and 
\b^ >&r from forwarding the interests of my mis- 
sion, 4^uki* only tend to provoke further insult. 
il* therefore determined to write a spirited but re- 
:8|iieictful letter to the viceroy, to state my griev- 
«»ces; demand redress, or permission to rotum to 
•Bengai-; and to intrust it to the care of Mr, 
^Mdncourtttse, who promised to go with it pri- 
vately to Mheghoon. In trusting this man, it 
tfMiy be thought I miked too much, but I had no 
idtoice of measures short of submission ; besides, 
i had a double tie of interest and peisonal safety 
x^nhim: I had been liberal to him, and endea- 
voured to attach him by promise of further reward. 
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wd bis health, peihaps bid life^ iMA in my httMbj 
ai^ he was much afflicted by the gm?el, wideduld 
obtain no relief but from me. But it ib usmecai- 
saiy to detail my rewons at ftdl for lihb- deter- 
mination at present, as I hope I dmll not be rd- 
duoed to the necessity of a vindiGatkm; od if I 
am, hereafter will be time enough ; what is Joeked 
uf^in iiiy own Inreaat, is safer there than any where 
.else at present 

In the evening the chekoy came to my tent, 
with a view to soften me. The poor old man is 
really mudi distressed, afraid rof giving oflfeabe 
either wny. Considering him merely as 'the io- 
atniment of despotism, I pitied him, and endea- 
voured to abate his feais, by assuring him I -was 
not ai^ry with him ; that I considered hkn' as 
merely aetii^ according to his orders, as I^actod 
oeoording to mine. He informed methat4he 
king had lately given the exdusive privilege/ or 
monopoly, of the trade of Rangoon to a imlifft 
Mahomedan, who Imd left court five or six days 
befote my arrival; and that his majesty .wds 
somewhat embarrassed by my coming on that 
fu^eount I had heard of the intrigues of this 
Mahomedan before I left Rangoon-; this was one 
violation of the promised fre^cmi of trade ; the 
levying the duties at the chokeys on the river as 
before, was another; but it is a fisirce to talk of 
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ttettCi^s4»ith tliifi people, in the pwsetit state 4( 
their itafbrmatioti) for tlieir igfioiance of iheir fed 
ititere^te te ^nly to he ^quidled by thek {xride 
find preramption; attd, unlesd I can opea tbeir 
eyes to titeir ^tm inteiests in the first installed, 
and uapiMs them with a respectful awe of the 
fin^lish power in the seeond, my remcunhig here 
will only expose the British eharacter to degrcn 
dation, and subject my employers to xmnecessary 
esqiAnse. 

lamiofy 28, In the morning Pedro, the chris- 
tboi inteiproter, returned from Mheghoon; and 
shortly aifter the chekoy and mewj^ry came to my 
teat with a menial servant of the mayhoon's, who 
brMght am ovder written on a Gadjan leaf, for nfiy 
proceeding to Mheghoon, This they wanted to 
teadto Bse, but I told them it was nnnecessaryi 
as I mipposed it was addressed to theriti, and th^ 
repeating the coirtents wsb quite suffitcient; that 
i had almady written lo the yioeroy to complain 
of tiie treatment I had met with from them, and 
shvuld not leave iHy present station until I had 
teceitjBd satisfiK^tion. They employed ail their 
rtietoric to move or intimidate me, saying, it w*s 
his m»jesty*s oider, and that their heads would 
hA answemble for any denrar in obeying it, but I 
remained inflexible: ly however, assured the old 
nhefcoy that I bad no quarrel with him, tJiat I 
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wppomd lie h^ only acted in confonttity to hfe 
onters, which however oflbiuihre to me, did ihM 
implionle him. 

About tioon» Mr. Monoourtuse returned (torn 
Mheghoon in a war-boat, and with him a 
nakan and mewjerry, who brought ofders to 
the chekoy, 4^., to resign all liiiiher interferelioe 
with me, and delivered the following message 
from the mayhoon : That he had received my lettef , 
and was exceedingly sorry to find I had had so 
great caune to oomplain ; laid all the blame on the 
chekoy, ^., whom he assured me lie woiiM 
punish on my arrival at Mheghoon in any mafaner 
I pleased ; that he had sent the nakan and mew* 
jeiry of Mheghoon on the spur of the moment to 
relieve them ; and that he would meet me himsdf 
half way, when I should proceed to Mheghoon, 
and begged of me in Use meaUtime to excune 
what had passed* He also desired me to consider 
myself at liberty to go myself, or send my ser*^ 
vants wherever I pleased ; and, that his war-boat 
was at my service to convey me to the city, or 
any where else. All this was very civil, but 
still short of what 1 had demanded, or had a right 
to expect ; however, as I was unwilling to push 
matters too ftu*, and hoped this check might tend 
to make them more cautious iii fotnre, and deter* 
mining to keep tiie viceroy to his prcmiise of 
meeting me, I resolved to ptoceed half*way tiie 



Digitized by 



Google 



6>0 JOURNAL OP A RESIDENCE 

mxt day after bitedsfast. AUpalrttebwho had 
often before behaved unpertineBtly/ how were 
much humbled, and sought to conciliate me. As 
far as propriety would adtaiit, I listened to their 
apologies; and gave them distinctly to understand 
I would intercede for them in proper time. So 
fiur Mr. Moncoortuse has Itcted to my satisfaction, 
and with management and caution I hope may be 
made uaeful. 

' January 09. We^ set off about nine a. m. for 
Mheghoon; and a little after noon stopped at a 
village on the west ba&k of the palace of Amara- 
poorah, bearing S.E. by S., distant four or five 
miles. At three p. m. we proceeded again along 
the west bank, and at five o'clock stopped at a 
deserted village. Mheghoion was said to be about 
.one mile and a half distant from this, but hidfroih 
the view behind a projecting point of the western 
shore. In the evening, the nakan and mewjerry 
of Mheghoon desired leave to go to Mheghoon to 
inform the viceroy that I had advanced thus &r, 
and recoihmended my proceeding in the mioming. 
1 desired them to present my compliments to the 
mayhoon, and inform him I should remain where 
I was until I had the pleasure of seeing him, 
according to his promise ; oh which they informed 
me that the ensuing was a court-day, when his 
presence could not be dispensed with at court, so 
that it was probable it would not be in his power 
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to meet me. I desired them to say I should wait 
his leisure at my present station. The drift of all 
this I easily sawy was a design if poBsibie to efctde 
meeting me. ..... 

JoMuxry^ 30. In the morning the mewjerry and 
Pedro returned from Mheghoon with a cadjan 
leafy containing what they called an order for my 
proceeding, I desired my assistant Mr. Burnett^ 
to receive them, and hear what they had to say» 
Tliey repeated that thqy had brought an order 
from the viceroy for piy proceeding to MheghooD^ 
I desired they might be informed that I received 
no orders^ but that if they had a letter or message 
from the viceroy to me, I should be happyi to 
receive it. They had no letter, but said that the 
subject of the cadjan writing which they now 
softened into a memorandum, was an apology .for 
not being able to wait on mei^and a request that«I 
would proceed to Mheghoon, where we miglit 
daily see. and ^ converse with each other. I de- 
sired them to ireturn with my respectful com- 
pliments to the viceroy, and say I would do 
myself the honour of waiting his leisure wheire I 
was. 

Januafy 31. Early in the morning, Pedro the 
interpreter came from Mheghoon, and delivered 
the following . messfige : " The viceroy desired 
his compliments to me, and said he was exceed- 
ingly sorry that an engagement to go up the rivpr 
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Tekaing or heir-apparent, would depriTe htm of 
the pleasure of being with me thia day» but that 
he would certainly do himself the pleasure oC 
seeing me to*morrow.'* The ahabunder Jhaaiey 
also sent his compliments, with a present of some 
fruit and butter. I desired Pedro to return with 
my compliments to the viceroy, and say I shoiild 
be happy to see him, also to thank Mr. Slhansey 
for his present. It may be proper to remaik: 
here, that yesterday the mewjerry on being queor- 
^ned by my own interpreteTi denied that Ihe 
riceroy had ever promised to meet me half-way : 
so ready are this people to lie or deny, aa it may 
answer their purpose. 

February L About half past nkie a. m. two 
war-'boats came down from Mh^hoon with the 
aewiy-appointed myho<Hi of Rai^oon, accom* 
panied by a native Ifindoo, who had fonneriy 
bcien shabtinder of Rangoon. The myhoon ish 
farmed me that the mayhoon had prepared to 
come ' down to me, but at the instant he was 
setting oS, his majesty had sent for him. He 
had therefore deputed the myhoon on his behalf; 
anid hoped I would exeuse him, and proceed to 
Mhegfaobn, and that he would undoubtedly receive 
me on m.y arrival there, I plainly saw this was 
only anothw evasion of his promise ; but weighing 
in.iny own mind that it would be better to contest 
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these praata an th» sfodt tluin through thei m^ 
dium of meeaedgerfl who ^uld only pass up aQ4 
down oncfE^ i^ a day, and wishing at the same 
time to pay a coiiiplimeat to th^ new rayhooiv 
and give them a proof of my inclination to comply 
with their wishes fis &r as was consistent with 
propriety, I took the myhoon into my private 
apartment^ and told him that to oblige him, I 
wQuld wave my intention of waitii^ till the vice-" 
roy came to me^t me, and would proceed with 
him to Mh^hooB, but that he might rest assured 
I would not quit my boat until the viceroy was 
ther^v to receive me. I had prepared breakfiEist 
for the may boon, which now served to regale his 
second^ and after breakfast we proceeded north 
about trhree miles to a sand-bank in the middle of 
the rivi^r, where huts w^re erected for my resi- 
dence* The place dignified with the name of the 
city of Mheghoon is an assemhlsge of bamboo 
huts, with a few wooden houses, straggling along 
the (Western baj;tk of the river, for aJinrnt two miles^ 
Udder a range of high barren hills^ At present 
they appear t^ b^ only tea»porary habitations for 
the cQurtieis, and their foUowers. About the 
centre of what is called the city^ is a wooden 
palace of his qiajesty's, externally of a mean 
appearance; and along the bank near it were 
i^^nged about ten large accommodation-boats foji; 
the royal &mi|y. They have houses erected on 
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them with gilt inouldings and ornaments, also 
two large ones with high pagodas on them for 
his majesty's and the queen*s particular use ; but 
I defer giving a more minute description of them 
until some future opportunity offers of closer in- 
spection. A little beyond his majesty's palace is the 
site of the intended pagoda; at present they are ad- 
vanced but little above the foundation ; and, as 
the dimensions are very great, it will require some 
years to finish it. His majesty holds his court.at 
present in a large one-poled tent on a sand-bank 
in the river opposite, but nearly three-fourths of a 
mile east of the pagoda, where he remains while 
dispensing charity to the priesthood. Besides his 
tent, he has a temporary bamboo palace, and the 
bank is covered with the huts of his particular 
attendants. Just as we came abreast of his tent, 
the magazine of his majesty's fireworks collected 
for the ensuing festival, exploded. On our way 
notice was sent to the viceroy of my approach, 
but when I arrived, about five o'clock, opposite 
the huts, no viceroy appeared ; notice was again 
sent, but the excuse was, that he was still at the 
palace. The rayhoon went on shore to examine 
if the bungalows were ready ; he was very solicit- 
ens to get me on shore : but, at length, finding I 
was fixed in my resolution, he desired leave to 
retire for the night. Between seven and eight at 
night, I was informed that the mayhoon of Hun- 
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zawuddy was near my boat, at a point of sand, 
and desired to see me. I returned for answer, 
I should be happy to see his excellency at my 
boat, as it was too late for me to go on shore. 
He then made his people pull him alongside my 
boat (for he had not quitted his own) : when near 
enough to conyerse, he apologized for not being 
able to attend me according to his promise, and 
assured me, he would do himself the pleasure of 
seeing me in the morning ; in the meantime he 
requested I would go ashore to the houses pro- 
vided for me by his majesty. I told him I should 
attend him with pleasure to the bungalow's, when- 
eTer I had the pleasure of his company ; that I 
had been so long in boats, that it was a matter 
of little consequence to me remaining on board a 
few more nights. He was pleased to add, he 
should be a very troublesome visitant in passing 
and re-passing from his house to the palace ; was 
very jocular and familiar, occasionally laughing 
yery heartily ; his boat's crew and the surrounding 
people joining in his mirth. After staying^ about 
a quarter of an hour, he wished me a good 
night; it was so dark that I could but barely 
see him. 

February 2. About eleyen A.M., the rayhoon 
and the ci-devant shabunder came on board 
my boat; and deliyered a formal message from 
the yiceroy, that he had again been obliged to 
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go to the palace, and requested I wotdd suffer 
the rayhoon to conduct me to the bungalows 
proTided for me : they added, very seriously, 
that hi^ majesty would be displeased, if he knew 
I was still on board my boats. In reply, I told 
them firmly and decisively, that it was unneces- 
sary to say more on the subject ; that the viceroy 
had promised to meet me, and that I relied on 
that promise being fulfilled ; and that, as to his 
majesty's displeasure, the averting it did not rest 
with me. I then ordered tea i^r them, and they 
sent for the viceroy, who shortly after came 
from his house where he had returned from the 
palace. When the rayhoon saw his boat coming, 
he went on shore to the bungalow, and then sent 
to desire I would come on shore to receive the 
viceroy. I desired he might be told that he had 
made a mistake, that it was the viceroy who was 
to receive me, and requested he would come on 
board to conduct me to the viceroy. This he 
complied with. I then sent up to the bungalow 
a carpet with chairs, and, as soon as I saw the 
viceroy near the bungalow, I landed and went 
up to it. The chairs were ranged in tWo rows* 
with two chairs at the end of the room ; the 
viceroy pointed to me to sit down in the first 
chair on his left hand, or, at the head of the left- 
hand-row; and seating himself in one of the end 
cihairs, he put his betel-box and smoking-apparatus 
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on the other. The myhoon and the subordinate 
officers were seated in the opposite row of chairs. 
I thought the arrangement rather awkward; but, 
considering the house as his, in this stage of the 
business I t6bk no notice. It was evident, how- 
ever, that he was much embarrassed, and seem- 
ingly doubtful how he should act. 

The conversation opened with mutual inquiries 
after each other's health ; he then inquired par- 
ticularly how the Governor-General was ; and, as 
his reserve gradually wore away, he entered into 
familiar conversation through the medium of a 
irery able interpreter. He now expressed his 
wish that I would sleep on shore that night, 
which I said I would do with pleasure: the 
rayhoon immediately said, you paid no attention 
to our entreaties last night, but comply imme- 
diately when requested by the mayhoon. t 
replied, with a smile, his excellency knew how 
to command my acquiescence at all times, which 
occasioned a hearty laugh on all sides* I then 
ordered refreshment, and drew my chair to the 
head of the room, we then talked of business 
and various subjects ; I gave him the specimens 
of the coins I had brought, informed him of the 
presents for his majesty, aind delivered to him 
the Governor-General's letters. After sitting 
about an hour, he desired leave to retire. The 
mayhoon of Hunzawuddy is about thirty-seven 

F « 
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years of age, has a pleasing open countenance, 
and good person, is rather above the middle 
stature, and has a small black beard. ^ His dress 
was a pink and white plaid pattern silk lungee, a 
short open muslin jamma, and gold embroidered 
muslin handkerchief. round his head; gold spiral 
ear-rings, a ruby ring on the fore-finger of his 
right hand, gold wrist bangles, and Burmhan 
sandals, which he wore in the house: in his 
hand he carried a small chowrie. I ordered my 
bed and the furniture on shore, and in the even* 
in^g two days' provision were sent from the Looto 
for myself and suite ; and at night one of the 
' Woondocks sent me a present of flowers. 

February 3. About ten a. m. the rayhoon and 
Jhansey, the shabunder, brought people to un- 
load the boats, and I got most of the things on 
shore. The viceroy passed and re-passed several 
times without calling as he had promised. Mr. 
Moncourtuse went over to his house in the 
morning, and translated the Governor-General's 
letters, with which he is said to have been much 
satisfied, and desired Mr. M. to inform me I 
might depend on every assistance in his power. 
By him he also sent me a present of fruit. The 
rayhoon was very inquisitive to-day as to the na- 
ture of our government and laws, and wrote 
down, befoi^e me^ my answers to his queries. I 
encouraged this inquisitiveness, as he has gained 
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his influence with his majesty by making himself 
useful in that way. He has been at Madras and 
the European settlements on the coast several 
times; and is, for a Burmhah, an intelligent 
fellow. 

February 4. In the morning X sent Mr. Mon- 
courtuse with the invoices of the coins and a 
present of tea to the mayhoon. I desired him 
to tell the viceroy that I had not mentioned the 
coining implements among the presents to the 
king, the Governor-General having sent them as 
a particular compliment through him. He ap- 
peared much pleased, and renewed the assurances 
of his best offices, and promised to call on me in 
the course of the day. I got the coinage un- 
packed and put up, and had the satis&ction to 
find it perfect and in good order. The viceroy 
passed and re-passed without calling, but in the 
evening he sent me a present of two milch cows 
and calves, some rice, ghee, plantains, and sugar- 
cane : and from the Looto I received eight days* 
provisions. The viceroy and his lady promised 
to call on me to-morrow. A brother-in-law of his, 
and some young men, called in the course of the 
day, and I entertained them with tea, ^e. 

February 5. The viceroy and his lady passed to 
the palace without calling. About eleven a. m. 
the Rayhoon, iJ*c., came from the palace. He 
brought with him a gold and silver coin, and a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



70 JOURNAL OF A RESIiyENCB 

map painted on cloth, which, he^ infonned me, 
were sent by his majesty, who requested to know 
if I had any knowledge of the country described 
on the map or the coins. They were brought 
him by the messengers from the country they call 
Vizaddee, who had tgrriyed to supplicate his ma.- 
jesty's assistance to place a person, they call the 
rightful soverqign, on the throne ; who, they say, 
had been dispossessed by his brother. In conse- 
quence of their representations, hi9 majesty had 
assembled a large aifmy> and had already sent off 
20,000 men in advance, to clear the roads, ire, 
and meant to follow it up by a much larger force* 
According to their account, Vizaddee lies n.w. 
800 miles from Amarapoorah ; a large river is de- 
lineated as running through the country, and is 
represented as falling into the sea near Chitta- 
gopg, at no great distanj^ from Vizaddee. Look- 
ing at the coins, I immediately knew them to be 
from Assam ; and could easily perceive the river 
to be the Burrampooter. Upon examining the 
map Qf Hindostan^ I found ths^t Ghugoqg, the ca- 
pital of Assam, itas situated about 360 miles 
N. w. from Amarapoorah ; and from their descrip- 
tion of the country, the manners of the people, 
and other circumstances, I was conrinced that 
Vizaddee was either one of the independent petty 
rajaships to the eastward of Ghugong, or another 
name for Assmn Proper itself. I recollected also 
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having heard in Calcutta, that about two yeais 
ago a force of six companies of sepoys, under 
Captain Welch, had been detached froih Rimg- 
pore, to establish the Mah Raj^ Serack Deo, on 
the throne of his ancestors ; that Lieutenant 
Wood, as surveyor, had accompanied him ; and 
that I had witib me a khidmutgar, who attended 
Lieutenant Wood on that expedition. I sent for 
him, and he immediately recognised the coins. 
I permitted the rayhoon to question him freely, 
and was fully convinced that my conjectures were 
right. I also recollected seeing a map of the 
same kind with Mr. Speke at Calcutta. I thought 
this a good opportunity of impressing them with 
an idea of the superiority of our troops, and told 
the rayhoon, that about two years since we had 
sent about 600 men to place the rajah of Ghu- 
gong on his throne ; and that that number was 
found sufficient to conquer and defend the whole 
country. The whole of this conversation was mi- 
nuted down, and carried to his majesty ; and if I 
may judge from the impression it evidently m^de 
on the minds of the auditors, will put a stop to 
the Vizaddee expedition. The rayhoon then de- 
sired leave to retire, and said he should acquaint 
the viceroy and the whoonghees Ihat the carriage 
was ready ; and that, probably, the next day he 
might bring an order from his majesty to take 
charge of it. I told him I should be happy to 
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receive his majesty's commands ; but that it was 
Uimal with us- to begin at the bottom of the lad«- 
der, and that it would be necessary, in the first 
instance, for the whoonghees to settle certain pre- 
liminaries contained in a letter I had done myself 
the honour to address to them from Rangoon, 
and which, as yet, remained unanswered. He 
said he would inform them of my sentiments. 

In the evening the viceroy, with several of the 
royal fiunily, in their boats of state, paraded past 
my bungalow, to look at the carrif^, and be 
looked at, but none of them came on shore. In 
the course of the evening I was informed, that the 
rayhoon had made his report to the whoon- 
^ees, who said they would make their report to 
his majesty in the morning, and let me know his 
pleasure. 

February 6. In the morning I sent Mr. Bur* 
•nett, with Mr. Moncourtuse, to the mayhoon» 
to inform him of what had been reported to me 
by the rayhoon, respecting the near approach of 
my audience of his majesty ; and to request that 
he wauld state to the whoonghees, the necessity 
of my having an answer from them respecting 
the mode of my reception ; as otherwise it would 
be impossible for me to leave my bungalow. 
He was seated on a chair, and rose when Mr. 
Burnett entered, and received him with mueh 
aflabiUty, and called for a chair ; but there n6t 
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being another in his present habitation, Mr. Bur^ 
nett waved ceremony, and seated himself oa iL 
mat. The place where he received Mr. Burnett 
was a shed, at a small distance from his house» 
raised about ten inches from the ground, built of 
bamboos and mats, and serving as a temporary 
durbar. He made the usual inquiries after my 
health, heard the message, and said he would 
speak to the Whoonghees respecting my Ran- 
goon letters ; but said, they would not receive 
the Governor-General's letters until I had an au* 
dience of his majesty. He then entered into far 
miliar chat with Mr. Burnett, and ordered tea for 
him. Mr. Burnett, after sitting some time, express- 
ing a wish to see some fireworks, which he was 
preparing for the ensuing festival, he desired the 
former Shabunder to shew them to him; and 
soon after came out and joined them, and told 
Mr. Burnett he should give him one of each kind 
to send to Bengal, as a specimen of their skill in 
that manufacture. I leamt that the rayhoon had 
been up all night with his majesty, I suppose, 
detailing what he had leamt of me respecting 
Vizaddee, or Yizallee. He came to me in the 
evening, and informed me that his majesty had 
given orders for my being introduced to an au* 
dience on the 8th, and requested I would pre- 
pare accordingly. I told him that I should be 
very sorry to disappoint his majesty's expecta- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



74» JOURNAL OF A RBSIDCNCE 

tions, but that it was absolutely neoessaiy I 
shoiild be previously acquainted with erery foim 
and ceremony required at my introduction, as 
some mistakes had occurred on a former ooea* 
sion, which were unpleasant and improper; and 
that, in otder to avoid being subjected to any 
thing of the kind, I .was determined to know what 
I was to expect before I quitted my bungalow. 
I therefore requested of him to obtain for me a 
written document, authenticated by the may- 
boon, specifying minutely the mode and manner 
in which I was to be received ; this he promised 
to obtain for me. He said nothing on the subject 
of the Vizaddee business. 

February 7. It being evident to me that the 
Burmhan government wished to precipitate my au- 
dience, without coming to any previous explana- 
tion, I therefore deemed it expedient, in order to 
avoid further delay or evasion, to send Mr. Burnett, 
my own interpreter, Mr. Rowland, and Mr. Mon- 
courtuse, the government translator, to inform the 
mewwhoon of the substance of the rayhoon's in- 
formation last night, and my reply ; and to deliver 
the following message :— " That I earnestly re- 
quested of his excellency immediately to procure 
the settlement of the preliminaries of my recep- 
tion at court, and of my interview with the whoon- 
ghees ; for until that arrived, I could not move 
from my house : that I had the firmest reliance 
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on the wkdom of his majesty's detennination ; I 
was certain he would not require any concessions 
on my part unworthy the representative of a free 
and equal state ; or that he would not wish to 
see his own representative subjected to ; that I 
entreated of him to request of the whoonghees 
to reflect, that it was not Captain Cox who con- 
tended for an equality of rank, but the repre- 
sentative of the Supreme Government of the 
British Company's possessions in Indian who de- 
rived his pretensions from his office, in Ihe same 
manner they did from theirs ; it was not the man 
but the office which claimed respect. That the 
British nation, moderate and equitable in all its 
dealings, arrogated no superiority, but subscribed 
inferiority to none ; and; therefore, that the Su- 
preme Government for the British Possessions in 
India, would never submit to treat with any na- 
tion in India, but on terms of perfect equality ; 
an axiom it was absolutely necessary for the mi* 
nisters of the Burmhan government ever to keep 
in view^ if they meant to establish or preserve 
friendship between the two states : that, in their 
negotiations with me, they must never use the 
language of degradation : that, when I had any 
thing to propose, or represent, i should, with all 
deference and respect, submit it, in the form of 
a memorial, for his majesty's consideration. 
Where I had a right to contend for, I should 
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demand attention, but liever petition. Changing 
places I de3ired to ask him, how his majesty would 
like to have his letters to the Governor-General 
called petitions? I desired also, that he might 
be fully infonned, that I would not in future pay 
any attention to any information, but what came 
immediately from himself, either verbally in per- 
son, or authenticated under his hand ; as I looked 
up to him alone, in the present stage of my busi- 
ness for instruction, attention, an4 support : and 
that I was not a little surprised, that any other 
channel of communication should have been used, 
as it was unusual and improper: that I begged 
of him to consider, that the object of my mission 
was no trivial matter, but of infinite importance to 
the welfare of both states ; and therefore deserving 
of the most deliberate consideration: that I 
should expect the pleasure of seeing his excel- 
lency, with the instrument I requested, in the 
course of the day ; otherwise I should take it for 
granted, that his majesty's ministers meant to 
postpone my audience to some more convenient 
opportunity, or were not anxious for my having 
any audience at all. That I regretted very much 
being debarred the honour and happiness of a 
free personal communication with his excellency, 
which he had taught me to hope for at our first 
interview ; (I had learnt that he had been ad- 
vised to be sparing of his visits, that it might ad- 
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vance his importance), as exclusive of the happi** 
ness communicated by his presence, my reliance 
was on him for advice and instruction ; conclud- 
ing that he would find me on trial devoted to the 
interests of his sovereign and country; and as 
sincere in my attachment and respect for him, as 
I was candid and explicit in my communications. 
This message I committed to paper to prevent 
mistakes, and desired Mr. Burnett to deliver it 
verbatim, Mrithout comment, receive the answer, 
and return. The minister was at breakfast when 
he got to his house; I had desired Mr. Bumejtt to 
take a chair with him, on which he was seated in 
the durbar shade until the mewwhoon joined him. 
The mewwhoon seated himself on a kind of 
couch at one end of the room, and the membeis 
of his rangoon council present, namely, the ray- 
hoon and shabunder Jhansey, were seated on 
mats on the floor. After the usual compliments, 
Mr. Burnett repeated the substance of the my- 
hoon's information, ^c, and then proceeded to 
jread my message. The mewwhoon inquired why 
Jie read the message. He was told, that it was 
our custom to commit all messages of importance 
to writing, in order to avoid mistakes. He said 
the English were very clever, and their customs 
in^that respect better than the Bunnhan ; for it 
often happened, when he sent a message^ the 
bearer, according to his humour, would say twice 
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as mnch, or not repeat Indf of it. Mr. Monocmr- 
tuse then said, ^* My lord, you must excuse me, 
if there should be any tiling unpleasant in this 
message, the English always conrey their real 
sentiments without disguise ; and if I do not in- 
terpret fiuthfully, the Resident has sent his own 
interpreter, who will detect me, and then the Re- 
sident will be angry with me. I am, my lord, in 
the situation of a man with a rope round his necJc, 
and the ends held by adverse parties ; whichever 
way he may lean, he id in equal danger of being 
fitiangled." The mewwhoon laughed heartily, 
and said, '' Yes, I can perceive the Resident is 
very circumspect and clever; go on without {ear.** 
In reply, he said, he was sorry that public busi- 
ness had prevented him being with me as often as 
he wished ; that he considered me and the English 
interests under his immediate protection^ and him- 
self accountable to the Governor-General lor all 
the good or ill that might happen to me ; that the 
rnyhoon was his immediate deputy, and hoped I 
would consider every communication from him the 
same as from himself, (he had privately desired, 
that I would not pay too much attention to hitn) ; 
tixat he would go to the palace, and procure the 
arrangement I wished. He would promise, that 
my reception should be Unexceptionable ; but 
would not undertake to settle the mode of my 
interview with the whoonghees ; it must test en* 
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tirely with hid majesty, who would give direc- 
tions on that head after my audience. He un- 
derstood what my desires were, and hoped he 
should be able to satisfy me. He said, he was 
sorry be could not wait on me himselC but that 
he would send the rayhoon with the paper I re- 
quired in the evening. Mr. Burnett then retired 
About an hour afterwards, the shabunder Jhansey, 
the rayhoon, ^c, came to my Bungalow, and 
in&rmedme that the mayhoon himself whs coming 
orer to visit me. About halfrpast eleven a. m. the 
mayhoon landed, and my company left the bunga- 
low to join him. My guard was paraded to sa^ 
lute him, and Mr. Burnett went out to meet him. 
He did not. come immediately, but sat down to 
look at some of the coining-machinery that lay 
outside, and then went to look' at the ooach, 
which stood at the front angle of the enclo- 
sure near the house. Mr. Burnett attended him 
to she^ it. It appeared to me, that he de- 
layed coming to the house, in expectation of my 
coming out to meet him ; but considering this as 
his first visit to me, and knowing it was a compli- 
ment never paid among themselves, I waited until 
he had gratified his curiosity, and received him 
at the entrance of my public room, ushered him 
to the upper end of the room, and seated him on 
my right hand on a couch placed there for that 
purpose. He appeared a little stiff at first ; but 
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«fh€^er it was the epibanras9ment of a want of 
<iaowious digaity, or disappoiated vaiiity, I shall 
Bot pretend to determine. Tea and sweatmeals 
vere already prepared and presented to him, and 
1 soon contrived to restore him to his wonted ease 
und good humour. I made a point of not enter* 
iag on any part of my morning's message, or any 
ioipic of business ; and when he retired hO'WW 
presented with two bottles of otta and essences 
About nine at night, the rayhoon eame to mfF 
bungalow, and informed me, that every thing ni* 
apecting the mode of my reception was settled; 
4hat a suitable accommodation*boat would be sant 
jyrer in the morning for me and my suite, and wai^ 
JM>at8 to tow it ; that a woondock and sandogaM 
would come fix>m the palace, and the viceroy Urn* 
self from the opposite side to attend me ; that hones 
would be sent down to the landing-place for my 
fiouYeyance, ^c, as it was too short a distance to 
employ elephants ; that it would be necessary on this 
occasion for my guard to leave their arms b^nd 
Ihem ; that they might attend me to the gale of 
the palace, where they must stop with all my 
attendants but two ; that it was expected I should 
take off my shoes at the same place, and also 
leave my chatter or umbrella behind ; and, lastly) 
that the king and all the royal family would be 
furesent to receive me. He added, he did not give 
thiBv notice officially, that the mayhoon would 
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fletail particulars in the morning; and» tiatit 
Mse the woondodm arrived before him, he n^ 
qMsted of me to let them remain in their boM9^ 
nntil he came to introduce them. I dianked 
him for his kind attention, and requested he would 
do me the favour to give my respects to <lie 
mayhoon, and say I hoped to see him early in the 
morning, so that in case I should have occasion 
to object to any part of the ceremonial, there 
might be time to get it rectified, without deb^k^g 
my audience to another day. 

FeBruary 8. At seven a. m. I was informed 
tiuitthe mayhoon had arrived, but requested I 
would excuse his leaving his boat till the weatiier 
was a little warmer. I immediately sent him a 
handsome shawl, whidi I requested he would do 
me the fitvour to accept. He shortly after came 
«p to the buiu^low habited iii his court-dress, 
otsr., a large bodied red velvet gown, with large 
wide sleeves trimmed with broad gold lace, and a 
red velvet cap about a foot in height, the peak 
slightly curved backwards, with a rim of gold 
plate round the bottom band, one inch and a half 
broad, and another about two inches higher up, 
with perpendicular gold leaves rising from it, 
shaped like spear-heads; the habit altogether 
much in the Chinese style. After sitting some 
time, 'he requested to know if I had any questicws 
to «pk hisfOL respectii^ the form of mj audiibiMi. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SB WOKNAL OP A RS8inBNC»L 

I toM him I irnited for the infoim^iaB he had 
promised me; be then repeated to me aeaiiy 
perba^f whut I had already heajid item the nf- 
hoon» adding, that the busin^sa of my injtemeiw 
with the whoeoghees could not be settled, iuntil 
after my audienoe with his nn^^jty, who neces^ 
aanly deferred determiaing on tfaM 'aidaJQet, until 
he had. read ^e GovemorHGreaeml^s letter; tim 
excuse was plausible enough. He also .excused 
the eirdumatabca of tekiag off my dM>ea at 'd»a 
gate, as an insurmoutfk&ble prejwtioe of their 
Ittwa, which even the prinees of the blood were 
obliged to submit to. When there was a neoes^ 
ai<y for submissioB, 4t was well to yield with « 
good giaoe ; by making no demand, and leading 
the arraagement to his majesty's pleasure, I had 
left myself free of the embanassment of retracting; 
and probably obtained as much as I should faaae 
gained by a more oflfensive line of cosnduct I 
4herefore tdld him I vsas xrery well eontent with 
the arrangement, but requested he would avov 
the reason vhy dlephants were not provided as on 
the former oooasion. He assured me there was 
no .particular motive, and that I might fhave an 
elephant whenever I. wanted to visit any part of 
the .oountry, oar in case I i^ould have an audience 
of his nuyesty dt Amarapoorah. As it was my 
present business to confide in his assurances, I 
told kim I was saibfied with bis ex|daiiation, and 
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WM mdj (0 attend him. He t^Mfi le^ me to 
giw direetioM ff^r emfaEMrkiof the earriage, eoinf , 
^e. 4rc. Abotti Jbwiif ^t ten a. m. I embaAed 
with ffiy vuite ^ a lioat weh as is used by their 
«eD of rt»k. Th^ ehaoael we had to cross tQ 
ffce king's island, wns not atwve SkSO yaids wide, iKWt 
we were detained in the J^t new an hour whjifi 
they were Umding the carriage. Sic I should 
have mentioned that the sandogans brought to ny 
bungalow seveii^ ^ands or wetoden waiters, about 
eighteen inches high, painted i^d and gilt, to carry 
the mailer presents on ; these I had covered with 
red silk« and placed the Governor-General's letters 
to the king on one ; the abanscrit books on five 
others ; my own present to his majesty, a pair of 
right-hand «hMik on a epLsth, and the GovemQr* 
Qeaeral's letteiB to the whoonghees on a se- 
venth: and when I left my house, they were 
carried down to the boat before me. The 
woondock did net come to my bungalow, but 
lememed in hi^ bo^t: he came^ however, into 
Ibe boat ne^^t to mine, just before I landed, and 
deured I jnight be ifrfbroied he was there; as 
he did n«t ^enme on board my boat^ I took no 
n^ioe of him. I had sent over saddles for the 
bosses, but bed predet^mined to walk to the 
palaee. 

When I landed, the procession was formed as fol- 
Ums: The (Giovemor^Gevenirs letters^ ^c, on the 
tmys fiist, then the cpins and coining machinery, 

g2^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^ JOltRKAL OP A RfiSltoBNCB 

even to the large blocks of wood in which the 
presses are fixed; then the carriage; next two 
sandogans and riiyhoon of Rangoon; then my 
servants; next myself and Mr. Burnett;. in the 
i*ear the sepoys, two a-breast ; after them servants 
and led horses ; the woondock and mayhoon of 
Hunzawuddy to the left a-breast of me. They 
desired I would mount, and had horses attending 
for themselves, but finding I chose to walk, they 
walked also. As we made a sweep to the east- 
ward, it increased our distance to about a mile 
over a loose sand ; the sides of the road were 
lined with gazers, who, from our slow marching, 
had ample time to gratify their curiosity. About 
300 yards from the east front of the palace tent, 
his majesty's troops formed an avenue. They 
were seated on the ground with their muskets 
and match-locks grounded, and pointing inwards 
with their muzzles a little elevated, as if ready 
to punish any aggression : they were dressed in 
the common habits of the country, and were a 
mere rabble. When the woondocks, ^c, entered 
within the line of troops, they took off their shoes, 
and sent away their chatters or umbrellas. About 
150 yards from the gate of the palace enclosure 
we halted, opposite a shade of bamboos ; within 
which carpets and mats were spread. The may- 
hoon, ^c, went into the shade, and requested I 
would come in out of the sun, until orders came 
for my proceeding : however, as it was expected I 
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should pull off my shoes, I declined the jnvtta- 
tion. In about five minutes we again proceeded. 
When I came to the gate, I requested that my 
interpreters, the two orjrfmn boys* who came with 
Bie from Calcutta, and one servant might attend 
me, to which the mayhoon inmiediately agreed. 
While this was settling, they appeared very 
an;dous for my pulling off my shoes, and alarmed 
for fear I should not comply ; however, I told 
them, they need not doubt my performing all I 
had agreed to, and immediately I took them off, 
and sent back the oither servants. The great door 
of the tent is. close to this east side of the enclo- 
sure, but we entered at another gate a little to 
the right, on purpose I suppose, that the multi- 
tude might see me walking in the sun, on the 
b^e ground without my shoes. Before we ad- 
vanced, the sandogans and myhoon kneeled down, 
clcrsed their hands flat together, lifted them to 
their foreheads, and bowed their heads three 
times to the earth. At their request we took ofi 
our hats, and bowed in our own style three tinies^. 
and then, put on our hats again. The request 
WHS made with respect : we then advanced slowly 
towards the north face of the tent ; midway the 

* These were two boys from the orphaa school at. Calcutta, 
who had accompanied me for the purpose of makiug themselves 
masters of the Burmhan langua^ ; that they might eventually 
be useful in tome of the public government offices. 
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pro9tratiods on their part and \jowb on ours were 
repeated. Jnst before we came to the door of the 
tent, they desired nle to take off my hat ; this^ 
however, I deferred doing until I got into the 
shade, ad the sun was very hot At the door 4jf 
the tent, the prostrations, ire.^ ii^ere again re* 
posted. The whole distance I had to walk ki 
the sun might be about 100 feet. After die ftnt 
prostration, the Inayhoon iulned immediately into 
the tent ; and so ill had they concerted the fiurce 
they were acting with me, that a sdiall pause 
occurred befoi'e they determined to lead me a 
little toote round about. When we etitered the 
tenty We saw the courtiers ammged in ranks to 
the right add left, seated on mats spread on the 
ground fronting the throne to the north, so that 
by entering to the north the princes of the blood, 
who were seated in the two front rows^ had a 
perfect view of me. A small paus« was made alM 
for that purj^se. We then walked slowly to the 
south, passing the right*hl^nd rows to the rear, 
and then tUmed into die centre avehue betw^ien 
theiq, to about die centre of die court, t^here 
mats were placed for us» and we were requested 
to pay oiir respects to the throne ; when I dropt 
on one knee, and bowed my head. We then 
seated ourselves ; I placed my feet across under 
me in the Hindostanee style ; the whoonghees 
desired I would cover my feet, which I imme* 
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4bLt»\y wa^Vied with. Seme one tlieh de&ired 
die interpreter to tell me to ait sidewfcys; lihe 
nrhoong^ee called out, *^ Never mind;" I, hov^ 
eTer, imiiMdiiitely altered my position, pkcirig 
my leg9 sidewayd, and leaning for support on 
my right hand, a very awkward and ungraceftd 
posilioQ to those hot accustomed to it The 
grwd audienee-tent is circular, about 900 feet 
m dimnetef , supported in the centre by a stoat 
mast about sixty feet high, the ptnnaele rising 
above the top of the tent, perhapcf twelve feet 
nMure, and gilt. The sddes supported by an 
arcade of 100 arebes ; the piera of wood about 
filledn feet high ; the arches formed of bamboo 
woTk» the walKplate which supports the back of 
the tent was of bamboos ; stout ropes are ei> 
tended in tine inside from the centre pdie to each 
pier,' and then carried out to posts fifteen or 
twenty feet beyond, and made fest. Thesd 
support the fly of the tent, trhieh v^as made cf 
single dungaree, (a coarse thick cotton fabric; 
4MHnlnon in India,) in the sea phrase, neither 
wind nor weather^tighi. Round the base of the 
eentre pole was built a pedestal about ten feet 
«|naie» and fifteen high, whether of wood or 
masonry I had no opportunity of observing. 
Round it was a circular open railing about six 
feet high ; and within the enclosure several large 
square glass lanterns were hung, and looking- 
glasses arranged, with other trifles of the same 
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kind. The throne, which came dose to die 
outer edge of the tent, was an octagon of wood^ 
like a large pulpit ; each face was about ten feet; 
the floor elevated about six feet above the level 
of the tent ; the sides open to the south and east, 
the west and north sides skreened by a curtain ; the 
floor was carpeted, and a raised bench covered with 
velvet cushions laced with gold, was placed near 
the centre, a little advanced to the front. Below, 
within the circle of the tent was a raised seat 
like a cleik's reading-desk, covered with green 
velvet, (edged and trimmed with broad gold lace, 
with large red velvet cushions on it, trimmed in the 
same manner. To the right and left of the 
throne on the ground, just within the arcade of 
the tent, were ranged twenty of the king's body- 
guard, in satin gowns trimmed with gold lace, 
with treble scolloped capes and cufis, and gilt 
hats like Mambrino's helmet. Nearer the throne^ 
to the right or west side, were seated in a line 
with the body-guards, six eunuchs of the palace, 
native Mahomedans, in white jammas and co- 
loured silk lungees, with white handkerchiefe 
round their heads. The princes of the bloody 
the chobwas *, and all the courtiers of superiw 
rank, were dressi^d in red velvet gowns, like that 
worn by the mayhoon ; the caps of the princes 
and chobwas, varying according to their rank; 



* Petty tributary princes. 
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%liidi; is. further denoted by. Ibe^gold chains 
Aey wear. The infecior courtiers' dsess i^nd 
c«|K9r .were made of satia trimmed with narm^ 
gold lace, but in form the . same as the vice^ 
roy's. . In. the avenue immediately fronting 
the throne, was placed^ first, .the stands with 
the letters and piesents in a row, . on a line with 
ihat of the princes; next the chests of treasure, 
then the cqining machinery. . The carriage waa 
drawn up close to the outside of the arcade, 
about forty feet to the eastward, of the throne^ 
and within view of his majesty. In the rear of 
the .treasure chests, and immediately in front of 
the throne, at the distance of about sixty feet 
from it, I and my suite were seated. About 
ten fieet in front of me, to the left, was th^ 
mn^hoon, or viceroy ; md in a line with me to 
"the left the rayhoon of Rangoon. In front, a 
litde to the left also, were two sandogans ; and 
ML the rear, to the right, the shabunder Jhansey. 
After! had been seated about twenty minutes, a 
nan, dressed in white, came into the /enclosed 
fimo^ within the throne from the rear, as if t^ 
arrange the cushions on it, and, immediately 
after he had retired, his majesty entered, and 
seated himself on the throne. He was dressed 
in white muslin with a gold l^order, and had on 
a cfown shaped something like a mitre, about fif- 
teen inches in height, J[>iit how ornamented I was 
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too distant to absenre. In hk hand be had \ 
ehowrie, made of peacocks' qoili%, with which h^ 
Cuined away the flies ; no one remained in tte 
pulpit with him. He appeared rathier lusty, hia 
conntenanoe open, and complexion ra&er fiarer 
thai the Bunnbans in general, wMi a thin gwy 
beard, and altogether like a Chinese of the 
southern part of the empire. When seated, he 
asked m a clear and audible loice, which wad 
Ate Resident ? Then, wbo was the gentleman i»xt 
me ? He then asked, whether my epaulets and 
oockade were insignia of my rank ? Who were the 
persons attending in my suite ? What was in the 
chests? What the use of the large blocks of limber, 
^c. ? He was then pleased to say, that he under- 
stood I was a sensible and polite gentleman ; upon 
which I placed my hand on my breast, and bowed 
my head. He inunediately said-*-'' Ah ! that \$ 
the manner in which the Europeans salute their 
sovereigns. The hand placed oh the breast 
means that their respect flows from the heart.*' To 
which the viceroy replied in the affimative. 
The sandogan, first prostraling himself three 
times, then read from a taar leaf, in a singing 
tone, an accoant of the presents. After sitting 
about twenty minutes, the king, addressing him- 
self to the viceroy, said, " The weather is very 
warm, I must retire, take care of him.'* He then 
rose from the throne, and retired to his palliee in 
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the rear. He was ansirered somiKimed by Mr. 
MoAocitlrtuse, Mmethnes hy the viceroy, etad 
sometnneB by <he rayhoon. After he h^ re« 
tiMd, every one arranged their legs at their ^is^$ 
the eyes of the court were tamed on us, atf d re*^ 
Stmiilt Was banished. The princes, about Wife 
minutes afterwards, got up, and retired without ce- 
remony: they were all bare*footed« The gracious 
reception I had met with from his majesty, seemed 
to hame diffused a general satisfaction throughout 
the court ; and after a quarter of an hoihr had 
elapsed, a niunber of pages, in satin gtowns and 
caps, brought in Burmhan trays of sweetmeatSi 
These trays were of Wood, painted red, and gilt ; 
they Were about eighteen itiches iii height, the 
side supporters little turned balustrades, united 
at bottom by a circular rim. The sweetmeats 
were piled up in little china saucers, consisting of 
eountry-made confectionary, covered with cotli* 
cal covers of wicker-work, lacquered red and 
gilt. Twelve of these trays were placed before 
me and Mr. Burnett, one of them immediately 
oj^site, filled with china confectionary, con- 
sidered a rarity here. Next, every one of my 
attendants had a tmy placed before him, then 
the chobwas, the whoonghees, 4rc. ^c, each a 
tmy served to them in turn, according to their 
rank, until the whole court was served. They 
pressed me to eat, and to please them I tasted 
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pf almost evisiy dish in- the tray befioie me* Tw 
was then made and preheated, the myhocui 
and shabunder Jhansey serving ns. Then trays 
of pawn leaf, witti its appendi^es^ were served ; 
towards the conclusion, the courtiers pocketed 
the remainder of the sweetmeat^, ire, and we 
were to)d we might retire. On retiring, I was 
particularly requested to take away some of the 
pawn leaf and sooparee, (or betel nut,); and to 
oblige them I put some of the nuts in my pocket, 
and gave, the leaves to my attendants. On our 
return we advanced to the throne, immediately 
through the centre .avenue formed by the ran]^ 
of courtiers, who still retained their order. We 
then, filed off to the right, and left the tent by the 
same door at which we entered, apd, on passing 
the throne, I stopped and made a low bow. Th^. 
tent and various buildings of the palace were 
surrounded by a fence of bamboo lattice work^ 
and within this fence a great number of the 
king's guard, like those on the outside, were ar- 
ranged ; and, while passing and re-passing, two 
tumblers exhibited their feats of activity. At 
the gate we again put on our shoes, and were 
joined by the rest of my servants. While stand- 
ing at the gate, the woondock came up, and de- 
sired we would retire at our leisure, and not fa- 
tigue, ourselves ; the woondock, viceroy, aad: 
rayboon, remained in the palace, the three saa^ 
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dogans 6nly returned with us to our bangalow ; 
when I gave each of them a present, as aliso the 
three boats' crews and others, with which they 
retired well satisfied. We were in the palace 
tent altogether about an hour and an half. Shortly 
after my return home Mr. Agazar, one of the 
principal merchants of Rangoon, waited on me, 
to congratulate me on my favourable reception; 
and said, from what he had heard, he was certeia 
I might have any thing from his majesty tibat' I 
might think proper to request. He then, for and 
in behalf of himself, and all the merchants of 
Rangbon, who, he said, considered themselvies 
Under the protection of the English Governmeilt, 
requested that I would represent to his majesty 
the ill consequences that would flow from tite.ex^- 
elusive privilege he had given to Boodhan : i who, 
he said, was an insolent unprincipled vilkdn, 
who, by false representations, had deceived . Us 
majesty, and would ruin the trade of Raagooo^ 
I told Mr. Agazar, that I considered the int6f ests 
of the foreign merchants at Rangoon the saaie as 
those of the British subjects, and that it would 
at all times afford me infinite pleasure to render 
them every service in my power; but that, on an 
occasion of so much importance to the general in- 
terests, it was necessary to proceed with cautious 
deliberation. I, therefore, requested he would 
tio me the fitvdur id draw up a memorial^ stsiing 
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^ &el9 he had represented, and the conse- 
quences to be a(>pi(ehended; to get it sigaed by 
all the {Hrincipal foreign merchants, and send it to 
me as soon as it was oonvenient to him; all which 
he promised to get done, thanked me,«id retired. 
About tow o'clock in the evening his mar 
jeaity i9ent for Mr. Moncoortuae and Mr. Row- 
land, «y private ioterpreter, in order, as he 
vas pleased to sity, that they might hear from 
himself hia ^sentiments, so that I might not sup* 
pose diem mere complimentary reports fiiom his 
oaurtien. He said, he thou|^t I waf a pnident 
seasiMie man, and asked what was my name. 
Mr. JMoBcourtuse defijied the distinction be- 
tween ^urehAstiim and sornamei. He then in- 
quind what was my militajry rank, and whether I 
understood the art of war ; then the nature of my^ 
a{^iBtment ; which Mr. Moncourtuse defined at- 
tomey, or agent for the English Bast India Com- 
pany's govenunoit in his dominions: with all 
which he expressed himself much satisfied. He 
then asked, if I was pAeaae^ with my reception, 
which was answemd m the affirmative. He then 
said, I have oideaed Jihansey to pcepace boats, 
Ukd to attend the Eesidept to see my pagod» 
whenever he diooses ; l^t him go before the 
chmnbers or sanUs are defied, that he inay efar 
mine my mode of strengthenin|[ the chambeis 
with lead. He then went to take possession of 
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the caixi^^e, aittendkid b]r eigkt bMrniM, hilk 
queew, the ooyal family, smd eoiurttetB. After 
the pnjeis of oon96crBtioa were oyef , be opened 
the door with his own hand, the steps wese taken 
down, and he got im^ and expressed hunaelf highly 
satisfied with its elegance ; stciGtly enjoining his 
qwens not to damage bL He pointed out an 
em>r in making the steps fold into th6 caixiage, 
diiey ought to have been outside ; hut he ohsermd, 
" It is my own fiiuH fiar not hairing it so rqn&. 
seated in the drawing I aent to the Goromor-Qe- 
BOiai.'^ Mr. Moncourtuse rqweseoted to him, 
that it was the mode used for the ste|M9 of 'tihe 
eacriages of all Europeaa sovereigns ; and gave 
as a reason what I had paneviously toU bim, that 
if they were fixtures oa Ae outside, they woidd 
be liable to be soiled hj the mud duown forw^d 
by the bind wheels in travelling. He said, it was 
v^ry right, the Eufopeaas best uaderatood these 
matters. He then examined tlM dies and coins; 
and said, that the dharacteis on tbe copfier weve 
Tory right, bat that those on the rupees weretob* 
solete. The viceroy told him, that I had promised 
to get the dies altered in any manner he jdeased, 
with \itbich he appeased highly gratified. He 
Aen es^essed a wish to see the machinery ; and 
the viceroy told him, I had been so kind as to 
fifomise to shew them the mode of .fixing and 
^tiBing the machinery. •' Yes," sajys he, * *the Resi. 
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dent will do that in a few 'days, whidi we should 
be puzzling about for months. As soon as the 
festival is over, and we return to Amarapoorahi 
we wilt get him to instruct us. He then inquired, 
if I knew the country they called Yizalley, and 
whether it belonged to the English? Mr. Mon- 
courtuse did not know how to satisfy him on these 
points. He then said, ** I sent him some of the 
coins of the country, and he shewed my rayhoon 
a map of it ; request of him to send me that chart, 
and the book that has a drawing of the air-bal- 
loon." Mr. Moncourtuse then retired. As he was 
leaving the palace, the king's favourite grandson, 
the eldest son of the heir-apparent, a boy about 
eleven years of age, sent for him, and told him, 
he was very happy to find his majesty so well sa- 
tbfied ; requested he would take charge of some 
refrediment for me, (two leg^ of beef, four pieces 
of pork, and a jar of ghee) ; to assure me of his 
esteem, and that I had only to send to him for 
any thing I might want, and if it was to be had 
in his grandfied^her's dominions, he would procure 
it for me. Two days before, he had requested to 
see a book of natural history, with painted figures, 
which I immediately sent to him ; when he re- 
turned the book, he sent me some pio visions, 
with a polite message of thanks. The internal evi- 
dence arising from this faithful statement of fiu^ts 
48 sufiicient, I hope, to justify the line of conduct 
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I had adopted: if the egotist appears in any 
pairt, it should be remembered, it must unavoid- 
ably be the case, with all who write their own 
commentaries ; and if I have deviated from the 
path of my predecessor, let it be considered as the 
effect of necessity, rather than the affectation of 
choice. 

February 9th. At ten a. m. the king sent for Mr. 
Moncourtuse, to translate the Governor-General's 
lietters, ^c. He took with him the map of Hindos- 
tan, and plates of the arts and sciences. When 
he arrived at the palace, he found his majesty 
deeply engaged in distributing charity to the 
poonghees with his own hands, so that he had no 
opportunity of speaking to him ; he therefore left 
the maps, <§•€., at the palace, and returned, after 
translating the letters. The whoonghee inquired 
particularly after my health. In the evening the 
rayhoon called at my bungalow, and brought 
back the map, ^c. : he said nothing about the 
Vizalley business. I had desired the rayhoon to 
tell his majesty, that I should with pleasure attend 
him at any time to explain the map, or inform 
him on any other subject he might want to know. 
He told me, his majesty meant to send me a large 
book for information on the subject ; and that when 
he returned to Amarapoorah, he said he would 
shew me all the presents, ^c, he had received, 

and 'take my advice as to what should be kept or 

• 

H 
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repaired, and what given away. He told me idso, 
that his majesty was very desirous to see a bal- 
loon, and hoped I would endeavour to gratify 
him^ I promised to get one made if possible, but 
could not answer for the success, as we were 
in want of some of the necessary apparatus for 
filling it. We then settled that I should visit the 
pagoda in the morning, but he told me it would 
be necessary for me to take off my shoes; I de- 
sired he might be assured I should do that with- 
out hesitation ; that the English respected every 
religion, considering the object of all the same, 
however diflfering in the mode. They all appeared 
much pleased with this anaiwer, and said I should 
soon be a Burmhan. Knowing that the most mi- 
nute particle of my conversation and conduct is 
transmitted to his majesty, I have not fidled to 
avail myself of every opportunity to.conciliate his 
g6od opinion, and efiect my wishes, without the 
disagreeable necessity of a public solicitation ; 
all their pretended councils and delays^ were a 
farce, intended merely to gain time and sound my 
views and disposition. . 

February 10th. At nine a. m., a gun was fired 
from the palace, to notify that his majesty was 
going to cross the rivei^ ; shortly after .he came 
down to the water-side in the new carriage, the 
old one attending. When he put off, three guns 
were fired from the war-boats, the fiist queen 
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also crossed in her boat ; when she landed on 
the Mheghoon side, three more guns were fired. 
His majesty crossing prevented my excursion, 
which is put off till to-morrow. The grandson of 
the Enga Tekaing's whoon (or prime minister) vi- 
sited me. I paid him attention on account of his 
grandfather, who has the reputation of being a 
very able and a very just man. The rayhoon sent 
his compliments to me in the evening, and informed 
me it would be better to postpone my visit to the 
pagoda, as the ensuing day the crowd might in- 
commode me. 

Ftbrnary 1 1th. Employed in planning a balloon 
for his majesty; about noon the rayhoon came 
and pressed me to send something curious to the 
king's grandson ; I therefore sent, under hid 
charge, with my interpreter Mr. Rowland and a 
chubdar, a volume of curious English birds painted 
by Donovan in a very superior style, a set of 
white flint cut-glasses for his betel-box, a white 
flint cut-glass smelling-bottle filled with essence^ 
a bottle of ottah of roses, two boxes of Tun- 
bridge toy, two small boxes of Dutch toys, 
some gilt writing-paper, with black lead pencils 
and a sportman's knife. The rayhoon also re- 
quested I would make his majesty a present of a 
round hat with a white turban, and black and red 
feathers, which I used as an undress-hat; I there- 
fore sent it also. When Mr. Rowland arrived at . 
h2 
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the palace, he was admitted into the garden with 
the presents, and found the young prince in the 
palace*garden with his uncle the prince of Prone. 
He was highly delighted with the presents, par- 
ticularly the glass-ware. He carried the whole to 
his grand&ther, who was seated at some distance, 
with only a red silk luugee round his loins, and 
a white muslin fillet round his head. When my 
hat was presented to his majesty he put it on his 
head, and kept it on for some time. He said this 
is a high proof of the Resident's regard for me, he 
has given me the hat he has worn himself; he 
could not do more for his own Sovereign." He 
then took it off, and gave it to his grandson to 
have it laid by carefully : the boy said, '' I will 
wear this when I go in the war-boats." " No, 
no," said the king, '' it is not for you." He then 
asked the rayhoon, if he had told me, that he 
had given orders for my being obeyed as Resident 
at Rangoon, (which I forgot to mention above,) 
and whether I was pleased? The rayhoon an- 
swered in the affirmative. The king then desired 
the rayhoon to tell me to ask him for any thing I 
wanted, and it should be granted. The rayhoon 
said he belieted I would like to have a pair of 
elephants. Some of the courtiers observed, that 
the. viceroy of Pegu had only two; that he 
wanted to make me equal to the mayhoon ; and 
that it . was not proper to rai^e me too high at : 
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once. The rayhoon said, I was a stranger, and 
therefore an exception should be made in my 
&vonr. " Ay, ay," replied the king, " let him 
have whatever he wants." Mr, Rowland over- 
heard part of his conversation,, and learnt part 
from the by-standers. The rayhoon has twice or 
thrice sounded me, to know if I wished to have a 
title conferred on me, and this day said that he 
had heard one proposed, the same as the first 
minister's. I have always refdied generally, that 
I should willingly accept of any mark of his 
majesty's feivour, provided it did not interfere 
with my public situation; but that I first wished 
to have my interview with the whoonghees, and 
rank as Resident for the Honourable Company 
settled. I am well convinced the proposal about 
the title and the elephants originated with him- 
self; from all accounts I find he is a chief &vou- 
rite with his majesty, and is in truth a very 
shrewd fellow. The king then asked whether I 
had been to see the pagoda; the viceroy told 
him I meant to go to-monow. He asked also 
about the balloon^ the viceroy replied he had 
been employed all day in preparing a drawing of 
it, and after the drawing was finished we would 
make a balloon. His majesty was very anxious 
to have it finished, and desired we might be fur- 
nished with whatever we wanted. The viceroy 
and woondock sent their compliments by Mr, 
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Rowland, who staid at the palace about two 
hours, and had nearly lost his hat and coat, the 
young prince having taken them to shew his 
grandfather ; the viceroy kindly went and brooght 
them for him. Jhe chobwa of Bomoo paid me a 
visit in the course of the day. He is tiie person 
who pretended to have brought the three daugh- 
ters of the emperor of China from Pekin, as a 
present for his majesty; and he escorted the 
Chinese embassadors last year. I cannot say 
that his appearance or behaviour prepossessed me 
much in his &vour. The Enga Tekaing's whoon 
also sent his compliments to me» thanked me for 
Aiy attentions to his grandson, and made a tender 
of his services. The rayhoon proposed that I 
should visit the s^radho-ghee, after I had seen 
the pagoda, and then call at the mayhoon's ; but I 
beged leave to decline visiting any one, until I 
had visited the princes of the blood, and met the 
whoonghees. 

February 12. At seven a. m. the rayhoon came 
to my bungalow, and informed me that the may* 
boon had sent two war-boats, to convey me and 
my suite to the main, to visit the new pagoda. 
After breakfast we set out on our excuision, 
myself with a part of my suite in one boat, Mr. 
Burnett with the interpreter, ^c, in a second; and 
the rayhoon in his own boat. In a few minutes 
we crossed the narrow channel which divides my 
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island from the main, and landed on a sandy 
beach, and walked up to the pagoda, which is 
but a small distance from the landing-place, as 
the foot of the hill on which it is erected is 
washed by the river in the rains. On our way 
we were met by the third whoon* of the palace 
(accidentally) ; he stopped And inquired kindly 
after my health, and said he wished to be better 
acquainted with me; that his majesty had ap- 
pointed him to go with the army to Vizalley; 
that he meant to return by the way of Calcutta, 
and would be obliged to me for letters of recom- 
mendation and introduction. I told him I should 
be happy tO' render him any service in my power. 
We then parted, he proceeding to his own house, 
and we towards the looto or public court of the 
whoonghees. The rayhoon requested I would 
pull of my hat in passing the looto, as the whoon- 
ghees were there, a compliment which I begged 
leave to decline paying, as being inconsistent 
with my public situation. \Yhen we came a-breast 
of the looto, (an open shed with a raised platform 
about four feet from the ground, and thatched), 
the rayhoon desired us to stop a little. The 
second whoonghee who is also generalissimo of 
his majesty's forces, was sitting in the looto in his 

* VHioon a term applied to the household establishment of 
the king and royal family : for instance, the heir-apparent's 
first whoon it considered as his prime minister* 
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undress. He sent for Mr. Moneourtuse and 
desired him to tell me, he hoped I would excuse 
a little delay, as he had sent to know his ma- 
jesty's pleasure as to what he wished I should be 
shewn : he added that I was a lucky man, that 
my conduct had given such satis&ction to every 
one, that his majesty regarded me as one of his 
own children. During this conversation, I was 
standing about fifteen yards from the looto, re- 
marking the royal boats near the bank ; in a few 
minutes the rayhoon joined me, and desired I 
would return to the stops ascending to the pagoda 
from the river front. These steps consist of three 
flights, about thirty feet broad at the lowest step, 
and twenty at the highest ; of ordinary brickwork 
masonry, with a low parapet wall on each side,, 
and led to the first terrace about fifteen feet 
above the ordinary level of the river in the rains. 
The revetcment of the river-face of this terrace 
was of stones wrought to an equal surfieu^e on 
their exterior superfices ; but rough and irregulai^ 
on their interior, laid in common mortar made of 
stone pounded, or lime and sand. At the lowest 
step we were requested to take off our shoes, 
which we immediately did : all our servants were 
allowed to attend us, and I was allowed to take 
my Hindoostanee punkah. We were not at apy 
time desired to take off our hats. Immediately 
within the verge of the first terrace, on either 
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side of the steps, are erecting two colossal figures 
of lions, or rather sphinxes, in positions rather 
couchant than rampant. They are of brick ma- 
sonry, and seated on pedestals of the same 
materials ; the surface of the pedestals are about 
two cubits above the level of the terrace, and the 
height of the figures from the surface of the table 
to the crown of their heads is fifty-eight cubits ; 
making altogether sixty Burmhan cubits of nine- 
teen inches each, or ninety-five English feet. The 
body and limbs arc of proportionate magnitude, 
according to the Burmhan ideas of sculpture; 
the eyes and teeth are of alabaster, the eye-ball, 
which we had an opportunity of measuring, was 
thirteen feet in circumference. The northernmost 
figure is finished to the plastering and ornamental 
parts, the sockets for the eye-balls are left vacant, 
and to place the eye-balls in them will require 
some exertions of mechanical ingenuity, which I 
should like to see. There are six terraces rising 
above each other, their parapet walls equidistant, 
and revetements of the faces of each of good 
brick masonry, with stone spouts ornamented 
with sculptured alligators' heads, to carry off the 
water. Above these is a seventh terrace, on which 
is the plinth of the pagoda, and the eighth ter- 
race is formed by the upper sur&ce of the plinth. 
The seven lower terraces have not .been wholly 
formed by art, but advantage taken of a little. 
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mount, the sides of which have beeir cut down, 
and then reveted with masonry ; the levels bf the 
terraces so far, being left of the conunon soil, a 
sandy loam mixed with shingiy stones. Upon 
the seventh terrace rises the exposed part of the 
base or plinth of the intended structure ; the 
foundation of which is sunk of solid masonry 
still lower ; how much I have not been able to 
ascertain. Within the plinth a hollow chamber is 
left, forming a quadrangle whose extent is sixty- 
one feet six inches, its depth eleven feet, and the 
walls being twelve feet eleven inches thick, make 
the exterior surface a square of eighty-seven feet 
four inches. The interior of this chamber is 
plastered with white chunam, and decorated 
with painted borders and pannelled compartments, 
with trees and flower-pots in them. There are 
also rows of columns twenty-nine inches square, 
and pilasters, to support the leaden beams and 
terrace with which the whole is to be covered 
when the dedicated treasures are deposited there ; 
with a number of quadrangular compartments, 
large and small, from ten feet to four feet five 
inches square to contain them ; the smaller ones 
being lined with plates of lead three-fourths of an 
inch thick. The innermost quadrangles s^e intended 
for the preservation of thfe treasures dedicated by 
his majesty, while the span around them is de- 
voted to the oblations of his courtiers. Opposite 
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each of the smaller compartments^ whose depth is 
equal to that of the larger ones, and which 
appeared like so many wells, was placed on small 
Bengal carpets, little hollow temples, three feet 
square, with pyramidal roo& ornamented in the 
Burmhan style; the interior finame being of 
painted wood covered with thin plates of silver, 
alloyed to about fifty per cent standard; in 
height from the base to the pinnacle seven feet, 
the eves ornamented with strings of red coraly 
about six beads in each, tenninate4 with heart- 
shaped pieces of common window-glass. Round 
the solid part of the building and upon the ter- 
race, were arranged piles of leaden beams, about 
five inches square, and of sufficient length to 
cover the respective chignbers, with plates of lead 
of the same length fourteen inches broad, and 
three-fourths of an inch thick for the coverings ; 
and besides these, a number of slates of a schis- 
tous granite were arranged in readiness to cover 
the whole. We were told that there was another 
set of chambers of the same dimensions and struc* 
ture, charged with treasure below these: how 
true this is I cannot pretend to determine. The 
invention of lining the chambers with lead for the 
preservation of the treasures, is an honour claimed 
by his present majesty, who has great skill in 
these matters. That the design has a divine 
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sanction we had ocular demonstration, three 
piles of leaden plates gilt with gold-leaf being 
shewn us, which had been brought and arranged 
where we saw them at night by angels. Our 
conductors assured us that the building was 
surrounded at night by watchful guards, so that 
no human agents could have transported such 
weighty materials unobserved: it is, therefore, 
justly considered and believed as a miracle of divine 
&vour. All this I was particularly desired to note 
down in my pocket-book which I did on the spot, 
and added to it an observation of my own, that a 
good deal of melted wax, such as is used by the 
Burmhans for candles, had been dropt on the 
slabs ; I, therefore, suppose the night must have 
been dark, and that the angels worked by candle- 
light. From the level of this terrace, a conical 
spire of solid masonry is intended to be erected, 
the weight of which I am afraid will prove too 
great for the leaden beams ; but it would be a 
dangerous piece of impertinence for a stranger 
to offer any advice on these sacred matters, 
otherwise I could easily secure the safety of 
the superstructure, by shewing them how to 
turn arches over the hollow chambers. From 
the summit of this terrace is commanded a 
very extensive and pleasant view of the mean- 
derings of the Erawuddy, the valley it winds 
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through, and the adjacent mountains ; but my at. 
tention was too much occupied by the buildings 
and the crowds of both sexes that flocked to gaze 
at us, to examine distant objects. Centrically, in 
front of the first terrace, is erected a shade of 
bamboos with an avenue in the centre, decorated 
with a double arcade of bamboo open-work, or- 
namented with flowers, for his majesty to perform 
his devotions in, and pass through when he goes 
to view the progress of the building. Round the 
summit of the rubbish also, are placed little open 
moveable shades for him to sit in. To the right 
of the covered avenue is a small temporary theatre 
of bamboo and thatch, where the dancers, tum- 
blers, and musicians, exhibit on festival days be- 
fore his majesty and the royal family. A number 
were collected for our amusement; we sat to 
see them for about half an hour, and then went 
to view the dedicated treasures. They were ar- 
ranged on the platform of a bamboo shade, about 
seventy feet in length and thirty broad; they con- 
sisted of a great variety of Burmhan temples 
and keouns. in miniature, covered with plates of 
fifty per cent, silver, and filled with little images 
of their idols from three inches to a foot in height 
of the same materials. Besides those in the tem- 
ples, ^c, there were squadrons of others of the 
same kind and quality arranged on the floor ; also 
many which they said were of solid gold, but on 
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examination we found them less valuable ; tiieie 
were also two rows of about a dozen larger images 
of alabaster, from four to two feet in height, well 
gilt and burnished. These were of that remark- 
able kind which I have before noticed in this 
diary ; their cast of features and hair being pre- 
cisely that of the Abyssinian negroes.; all the 
others were of Indian origin (but I shall have oc- 
casion to discuss this subject more at large in 
another place). There were also several gilt 
metal flat caskets, said to contain gold and precious 
stones; Mr. Burnett saw the contents of two or 
diree, though I did not ; in them were several 
coloured stones, none above ten or fifteen carats 
weight, set in gilt foil. Thero were also several 
piles of bricks, slabs of coloured glass, and white 
ehattahs, such as are'used by the royal fieunily ; and^ 
lastly, one of Dr. Priestley's machines lEbr impreg- 
nating water with fixed air. Ota the opposite side 
in another shade, was an image of a deity in a 
portable temple, ilrith poles fixed to it for four 
bearers, which we were informed, were sufficient 
when its godship wad in good humour, but when 
displeased not all die power of the Burmhan 
empire could move it. Many miraculous cures 
are ascribed to the power of this deity ; in pity to 
the multitude, it is therefore hoped that his ma*, 
jesty will not immure it in the vaults of the new 
temple. In a separate shade, in a moveable 
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wooden-house whieh travels on wheels, is a print 
of the foot of Gaudma, in a slab of marble, from 
the heel to the toe. It is about three feet in 
length [and of a proportional breadth ; but, the 
history of this impression I did not learn, as my 
conductors were in haste to go home. At the 
gate of this enclosure, the sanctified ground ter- 
minating, we again put on our shoes and de- 
scended towards the river, passing the Looto in 
our way back to the boats. Round the Looto 
were seated a great number of the country guards 
with their arms piled, their appearance much the 
same as the rabble infantry of the native powers 
in India. The rayhoon desired permission to re- 
turn to his own house, and we being embarked 
in the boats as we came, were soon landed at 
our own. 

February 17. The rayhoon dined with me, 
and informed me that his majesty was much 
pleased with a fowling-piece I had sent him as a 
present ; the rayhoon had also taken my bheastris* 
musseckf to shew him. This the shabunder 
slung on his shoulder and carried up to the pa- 
goda to his majesty, who made his oblations at the 
pagoda with the water from it, opening it himself. 
The rayhoon also described to hid majesty a 
nutmeg-gmter he had seen me use crt table, and 

♦ A water-carrier. 

t A bag made of goats'-skin nsed for carrying water. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



112 JOURNAL OP A RESIDENCE 

in his zeal to gratify his majesty's curiosity, sent 
a messenger over at twelve o'clock at night to 
request Mr. Moncourtuse to wake me and get the 
nutmeg-grater; but Mr. M. declined troubling 
me on such a trifling at&ir, at so unseasonable an 
hour. I mention these petty anecdotes, as they 
tend much to elucidate the character of this 
people. The court does not break up till late at 
night ; his majesty taking delight in listening at 
that time to the tales and news of the day. I sait 
by the ray boon my spice-box with spices as a pre- 
sent to his majesty ; and in the evening received a 
packet of letters from Bengal, brought to Ran- 
goon by the shahunder's ketch Regina, Captain 
Imbert, and from thence by one of the govern- 
ment's sherrydoghees : they conveyed to me the 
pleasing intelligence of the capture of the Dutch 
squadron by Admiral Elphinstone, ifc, ^c. 

February 18. Thinking it might have a good 
effect, I wrote a letter to the mayhoon of Hun- 
zawuddy this morning, detailing to him the 
news I had received from Calcutta, and sent Mr. 
Burnett, and the two interpreters with it. The 
mayhoon seemed pleased with my attention, and 
spontaneously observed that such communications 
were usual among stat^s who were on terms of 
amity with each other ; and desired I might be 
assured he should always rejoice in the good 
fortune and prosperity of the English nation. 
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The majhoon sent me a present of some rice in 
the evening, and a man, whom he said he had di- 
rected to supply me with any thing I might re- 
quire. 

Febrttarjf 21. Hie king's removal still re- 
mains uncertain; the covering in of the chambers 
not being yet completed ; various are the stories 
I am amused with; procrastination aikd fiction 
seem to be prominent traits in the diaracter of a 
Burmhan courtier. This morning the looto 
sherrydoghee sent a few baskets of rice, which 
I immediately ordered to be sent back, deter- 
mined not to receive any further supply of pro- 
visions from that quarter, as they had so egre- 
giously abused his majesty's trust, in neglecting 
me. However desirous his majesty may be to 
see a balloon exhibited, his orders for supplying 
the materials being issued through the looto, we 
find great difficulty in obtaining the necessary 
materials. The whoonghees issue peremptory 
mandates to various persons to come and assist; 
die poor fellows are brought in a great hurry 
fimn Amarapoorah^ and, when they arrive, slo- 
lemnly declare they know nothing of the busi- . 
ness for whidi they have been sent ; and are 
then dismissed. Two or three men to distil 
spirits of wine, and half a dozen to make a 
retort, have thus been bandied backwards and 
forwards to no purpose ; so deficient are they in 

I . 
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comiQOn axtkt», or rather^ so deficient aie they in 
rewarding ingenuityi that, talents lure slurauded 
un^er pretended ignomnoe,- to (weyent trouUe. 
The rayhoon dined with me» and endeayourj^* to 
persuade me tQsi^nd some pvesent^/to the queens. 
This I) however, dedined doi&g, tdlkig him I 
had. already ^M^eryed from my original intentions* 
in maj^ing any presents before my busiMas was 
settleil; that,, making presents beforehand^ had 
the appewance of a desigci to. hribe^or interert 
the court in my favour ; an accusation I wiia de^ 
tcirmined not to affi>rd gfoimds fiur to my eoramies ; 
that tny business required no audi fallacious sops- 
port ; thai? I had no favours to ibeg,i but iath» 
ewxe to confer bene^ts, by. promoting the* in- 
terests of the Burmhan nation. He jdi£a:tEied to. 
work on. my . vanity, by informing me .that his 
m^'esty had directed the wboopgfaees to. pmbliah^ 
that I riiouhl be received every. wheneaa Ren 
sident at Raagooii, agreeably to thig Ooveraor** 
Grenemlfa letters; that I should hasre atille^ and 
the same insignia jcpirried in my train, aa, die 
ficst ministers wece idlowed; that the whoouh. 
ghees, after leaving the presence, held a coundU 
to debate, on the propriety of acoedingi to hia 
majesty's wishes, and to search jChe records for 
a pieoeMdent ; after a long search they could find 
no precedent to countenance so great an ex* 
tension, of. hb majesty's &vouc to a stmnger,. 
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and therefore 4eteimined in the negative; and 
that, .to strengthen their partj, they had eon- 
suited the fii^t queen, who had eoincided in 
opinion ynih them : therefore, says he, it is the 
mayhooA's, jmd my opinion, that you should 
dndeairou): to conciliftte the queen to your in- 
terest, by sending, her somethii^g curiouis. I 
told hint ttiat the whoonghees had giren them- 
aelyes a great deal of trouble for little purpose ; 
that I neither sought fw title or honorary dis- 
tinction . beyond. Aib . respect and attention due 
to me, as. the vepresentatiye. of the Honourable 
'Bast India Cbmpaay's Goyemment in India* 
which I. blaimed as <tk. right; that I expected^ 
and wanted no mojre, any thing beyond it I 
should consider as perfectly gratuitous on th% 
part of. his majesty, jBowing from his bounty, b» 
a mark; of his attention to the « Honourable the 
Goremor-General's reoommendation, qad as a 
proof of his approbation of my conduct ; as such, 
I should receive it i^ith gratitude and respect: 
bi(t desired it might be .dearly understood, that, 
I ! never, adced for these extra favours, and waa 
nxA so much, d^i^led xwith the prospect of ofan 
takiing them^ as to make a party at court to ensure 
my simcess ; bibsides, that . I was Qonvinced iq 
mjr oy9^. ihind of the foUy of such an attempt; 
for, that 1 jWbH knew it vas^not in my power 
to bribe her, majesty to .pen^iiade the king tQ 
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notice me, if unworthy of his royal favour, and 
if my conduct and mission deserved her patron* 
age, it needed no other recommendation. This 
conversation I seasoned with occasional com- 
pliments to his own superior sagacity, so as to 
keep him in good humour with himself and 
me. At length, finding his rhetoric was of so 
little avail on that side of the question, he 
changed his attack, and said, his majesty had 
been informed of the whoonghees' resolution, 
and that he replied, " What I have done, I have 
done; if there is no precedent on record, I 
will now make one; let my orders, therefore, 
be immediately entered on the records.** But, 
returning to his former charge, he added, not- 
withstanding the propriety of all you have urged, 
yet the Burmhan customs are so difierent from 
yours, that I still wish you would send a present 
to her majesty. I told him, he might rest assured 
that, as soon as my business was settled, I should 
make an offer of every thing in my possession 
for her majesty's, service. After dinner, he 
offered me 100 ticals, which be informed me 
he received from the looto by his majesty's 
orders ; and, that I was to have 100 every 
ten days. In various conversations, 1 had de- 
sired to be excused receiving any thing of the 
. kind ; but, being informed on all hand% that 
it was the custom of the country, and that it 
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would be a high affiroat to his majesty if I 
refused, I therefore told him, that in compli- 
ance to his majesty's wishes, I should accept 
the ten ticals per diem, if that was the sum 
allotted, provided it was regularly paid ; but 
that I would not suffer any part to be with* 
held, or the payment delayed by the subordi- 
nate officers of the looto ; for in such cases I 
should immediately return the whole. In the 
meantime, I desired him to keep the money 
until I heard from the mayhoon. It will be one 
of my first endeavours to get this mode of sup- 
plying me abolished altogether, as expensive to 
his majesty, often oppressive to his people, and 
disgraceful to the receiver. The rayhoon being 
determined he would not go without something 
for her msyesty, at last begged a bottle of otta, 
and wished me a good evening. 

February 24. The. rayhoon dined to-day with 
me, but he had little to communicate, except 
that the closing of the wells was finished ; that 
he did not expect that his majesty would cross the 
river in less than three days more. The may- 
hoon's uncle having departed this life, I learn 
that he has gone to Amarapoorah, and will remain 
there some days. I have not had the plea-^ 
sure of seeing him since the day of my audience, 
but a polite intercourse of messages and kind 
offices has been kept up between us. 
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February 25. Mr. Jhansey, the shabunder, 
breakfasted with -fide; and from hini I learn, that 
the king has settled that the Enga Tekaing is to 
remain at Amarapoorah, arid that the princes of 
Pronel, Bassim, Tonghoo, and Pegain, are to join 
the northern army next week. This army is now 
said to be 50,000 strong ; but (iiis is the region of 
iJEtbles. Lord Chesterfield's rule of believing only 
half would &il here— it is hardly prudent to believe 
more than you see. The truth is, that it seems 
to make part of Ibe policy of this government to 
have always some tale of an enterprise afloat to 
amuse the poplilace, and veil their real intentions, 
by circulating false reports; but, in t spites of all 
this caution, a few rays of truth occasionally 
reach me ; and th6 time approaches, t hope, when 
I shall be able to avail myself of them. 

February 26. The rayhoon called in the mom- 
ing; he could not, or rather would not, give me 
any information on the subject ii>f my business 
being brought forwaixi, and made no farther men- 
tion of a house preparing for me near the palace. 
About four P.M. he called again as he returned 
from the palace, and informed me his majesty 
had sent him with Mr. Jhansey, the shabunder» 
Imd his household steward, with a present of fruit, 
consisting of ten large baskets of walnuts, a 
basket of chestnuts, and one of China figs, or 
rather dried loquots. I received his majesty*9 
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present' with all due attention, regaled his ser- 
vants, and gaye the steward a piece of cachedas, 
and the porters, who were part of his majesty's 
body-guard (a« parcel of naked ragamuffins, seventy 
in number), two pieces of choppa-romaul, being 
one handkerchief for each. I was informed after- 
wards that his majesty was well pleased with my 
attention to his servants. 

February 27. • At noon, by appointment, the 
rayhoon called, and accompanied my inter- 
preter, Mr. Rowland, with the presents I had 
prepared for the two queens; they were gra- 
eiously received, his majesty and several of the 
princes of the blood being present. Among the 
articles viras a bottle of eau*de*luce, which his 
majesty took, telling the first queen she must 
give him that, as he best knew the use of it. He 
practised on the ignorance o^ the princes by 
giving them the bottle to smell, and enjoyed the 
confusion of their surprise when affected by its 
strength. Their majesties, sent back with my ser* 
vimte a pl«asent of soi^e water-melons, ^c. In 
the afternoon the rayhoon returned, but too late 
for .dinner, at which he seemed a little disap^ 
pointed, as he is very partial to our fieire. I now 
pressed him to be explicit, and iniSorm me whether 
his majesty had determined anything respecting my 
interview with the whbongees, when I soon found 
that I had all the battle to fight over again. He 
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.endeavoured to shift the diseourse by infonning 
me how anxious his majesty was to see the bal- 
loon, and that as soon as it was finished I might 
have any thing I required. I stopped him short 
in this career, and desired that he would never 
mention the balloon again to me, till my public 
reception and business was over ; that I was not 
deputed to make balloons, but to cement friend- 
ship between the two nations ; that, with the 
English, business superseded all amusement ; the 
first concluded, I should then with pleasure dedi* 
cate all my efforts to gratify his majesty's cu- 
riosity. He then mentioned that one of the rela- 
tions of the former rajah of Arrakan, whom his 
majesty had ordered to court, had made his 
escape, and taken refiige at Chittagong ; that the 
mayhoon of Arrakan had written to the chief of 
Chittagong, to deliver him up, but had received no 
answer ; and therefore his majesty requested I 
would write to the Governor-General to have this 
man delivered to the government of Arrakan. I 
told him I should be happy to comply with his 
majesty's wishes, but it was impossible for me to 
enter on public business, untjl I had been pub- 
licly received by the whoonghees, ^c, as the 
representative of the Honourable East India Com- 
pany's government, and every thing respecting 
my public station concluded. He told me it would 
be better to consult with the mayhoon on the sub* 
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ject. I therefore detennined to write him a letter 
without delay, <;laiming the promise he made me 
of obtaining the settlement of all these prelimi- 
naries to my satisfaction, when at his instance I 
consented to my first audience. 

February 28. To-day I sent Mr. Moncoiir- 
tuse with my letter to the viceroy. The ray- 
hoon's people had been building a house for 
him near mine ; this morning they took it down, 
and removed all the materials. I suppose, there- 
fore, the plan of operatiqps is to be altered. — 
Alas ! what wretehed politics. This day the royal 
fiimily are to shew to his majesty the fire-works 
they have prepared for the ensuing display : this 
&rce is to last four days, and then they are to 
be exhibited. To dissipate reflection, by idle 
amusement, seems to be one of the engines of 
Burmhan policy — ^thus love of art prevails in all 
despotic courts, the difference between the bar- 
barous and the polished only consisting in the 
modification. The rayhoon called on me in the 
evening, and informed me that his majesty had 
ordered a shed to be erected for me to see the 
display of the fire-works. He then proceeded to 
inform me, that he had also given directions to 
tlie whoonghees and woondocks to meet me at a 
shade, erected for him to stand in when going 
across the river, as I appeared to be averse to 
meeting them at the looto ; that when they were 
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assembled) notice would be tent me, and pn^r 
boats provided to take me across the river; and 
that' if. I would then state my wishes to the 
eouncil, diey would report them to his knajesty 
for his coasideraticm. I told them I was fully 
sensible of his majesty's kind attention, and was 
es^tremely sorry it would not.be in my power to 
wait on the whbonghees until all the prelimi- 
naries of my interview were settled ; that I had 
written to the mayhoon on the subject, and waited 
his answer. A good d^ of desultory conversa- 
tion ensued of little moment, and, finding the 
turn affiiirs were taidng, and that delicacy was 
lost on them, I therefore threw my sentiments on 
paper in the form of a memorial to be submitted 
to his majesty, and sent a rough draft of it by 
Mr. Moncourtuse to the mayhoon foi: his private 
information. The mayhoon was asleep when 
Mr. Moncourtuse arrived at his house, but got up 
immediately, and had my letter read to him, and 
sent me a reply in writing (for the first time) to 
the following efibct: — '' That, as he had endea* 
voured to convince me of his firiendship, he hoped 
that I would listen to his advice, and ' comply 
with his majesty's wishes ; and that he would take 
care to send proper, boats, according to my sta« 
tion, to' convey me. across the river," #*c. 

I returned a polite answer to this request, ex^ 
pressive of my regret that I should have occasion 
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to diSkr for a moment from his excellency; and 
desired that he thigMbb informed I should send 
him the result of my determination in a paper^ 
to be submitted t6"his tnajeit^ty. ' I was Wd that 
this written note of the hiayhootf s was a great 
proof of his condescension, and written in a com* 
plimentary style, a mode quite unusual : we may, 
therefore, hope in time they will acquire po- 
liteness. 

March I. In the morning early, I: sent Mr. 
Moncourtuse to the mayhoon with ' my pro- 
positions for his majesty's consideration. Mr. M. 
told me, the viceroy said, they were all just 
and reasonable, but that he-nmch wished I would 
relinquish the stipulation*' of the whoonghees 
visiting me, as he much feared it would not be 
granted. I gave Mr, M. no hopes of my altering 
my resolution, and charged him not to flatter 
them with any. The viceroy had oidered him to 
attend at the palace to translate the propositions ; 
he went there,^ and staid several hours ;' when he 
returned, he denied havmg translated the paper, 
but I believe the cohtrfery, and am pretty certain 
that he is restrained in his communications. The 
rayhpon came to dinner,ahd brought the still- 
head, to distil the sj!^irit^ of wine for thie balloon ; 
they had been obliged to get Cossay artists to 
make it: I saw them; they appear more like 
Bengalees than Burmhans, but speak a language 
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difierent fipom either. The myhoon enjoyed his 
dinner as usual; after dinner the generalissimo^ 
or second whoonghee, sent his nephew and two 
other relations with a present of fruit and re- 
freshments for me. I received them with at- 
tention» and, as usual, presented the nephew 
with a set of betel glasses ; the other two with a 
piece of Bandanna handkerchiefe each, and the 
bearers with four pieces of Choppah romals. 
After they wiere gone, the rayhoon began with 
the old story, but with as little success as before. 
He then took his leave to go to the palace; and 
Mr. Moncourtuse went across the river to the 
mayhoon. These refreshments were intended to 
be presented to me after my interview with the 
whoongfaees, but, as I did not go, they were sent 
me at this time. 

March 2. The rayhoon called about noon. 
We had again a long private conversation re- 
specting my interview with the whoonghees, 
which ended as the former ones, with my re- 
maining fixed in my determination. He requested 
me to give him a bottle of otta for his majesty, 
which I complied with. Late at night, Mr. 
Jhansey brought me a letter from the viceroy, 
requesting I would waive an interview with the 
whoonghees, which Mr. Jhansey backed with all 
his rhetoric to no efiect. I answered the may- 
hoon's letter immediately, and sent a Burmhan 
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translation with it. Mr. Jhansey then requested 
to know if I would go and see Uie exhibition of 
the fire-works the next day, to which. I readily 
assented. 

March 3. About twelve at noon, a sando- 
ghan came, and informed me that the woondock 
had sent him with boats to convey me. and 
my suite across the river; they consisted as 
before, of a large pleasure-boat, towed by two 
war-boats. From the luidii^-^place we walked 
about 400 yards to the shade, erected for the 
occasion, about a musket-shot to the northward 
of the palace, and fronting the east, where the 
fire-works were arranged along the main bank 
of the river; this shade was constructed, as are 
all the other buildings here, of bamboos and 
mats. It had a veranda about two feet lower 
than the main platform of the building, and 
another beyond it on the level of the sandy plain. 
At the outer veranda I found the rayhoon. and 
Mh Jhansey waiting to receive me. Myself and 
Mt.' Burnett were seated on chairs on the highest 
ptatform ; the rayhoon also seated himself on a 
mat, on the highest platform, some di&tance to 
my left; Mr. Jhansey remained on the raised 
vermida below us, but, after some time, sent for 
a chair for himself; all the other Burmhan officers, 
4rc., remained in the lowest veranda; here we 
were entertained with country-dances, and music ^ 
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and Mr. Jhansey sent for tea and sweetmeats. 
The Burmhan fire*work3 consist ohiefly of large 
crackers^ made in joints of bamboo, and a kind 
of Catherine-wheels, that are fired off hovJizon- 
tally, and, when well made, are projected by the 
impulsive force of the powder perpendi^ady in 
the air, to a considerable. heighjU whirling round 
with great impetuosity, and noise, both in their 
ascent and descent; but. fi>r one that succeeds 
a dosen £ul,. so bad is the powder, and so little 
are they nequaint^d with the rules of composition. 
Some. of these .wheels are said to contain 2^000 
vias,: or 7,000 pounds of powder,— -perhaps tim 
account is exaggerated. In.fiiize, m uear as I 
could judge from the dbtanoe, the largeat seemed 
to me about thirty feet in the transverse diameter, 
and six feet. in height, aujdU when fired,, formed 
an immense column of eDaooke. Each courtier had 
his firer works sieparateLy arianged, and surnounded 
by his followers, with small distinguishing flags, 
so as to enable his majesty to know whose fire- 
works succeeded beat. They began with, those 
of the lowest rank; and, when one set wbs 
finished, the party to whom , they belopged 
brought the remaiaa of the cases with thetit flfigs 
and music, and danced .before, his majesty, who, 
I understand, on these occasions gii^es'themi^iHne 
trifling presented as marks. of bid royal favour. 
These fire^works are exhibited by dfty, for fear, of 
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accidents, yet, notwith«taiiding» mony are scorched 
and wouoded by sudden explosions, and the 
falling of fiery fragpient^: on the whole, it to a 
rude, barbarous, and insipid exhib^ion*; awastlQ 
of labpjur and matenals^ unaided by any efforts of 
ingenuity^ and unrelieved by ^vaiiety, so necessary 
to satisfy the fostidiousness of European criticisin4 
Unwillk^g, however, to offend their vanity, I re^ 
mained an attentive spectator, till near sun-set, 
bu|; pfu4 ^ev^rely for my poU^ness, being seise^ 
with a violent bilious lit by the time I reached 
the bqat, which obliged me to retire to bed iooh 
mediately when I got heme, and has shook me 
very niiich. It ]ib», however, afforded me a 
sufficient apology for not. returning again the next 
day, a» I was pressed to do, which I had pre- 
viously determined against, as no person of rank 
had aibtended or received ine. While fitting in 
the shade, the Prince of Tonghoo passed on 
horsel^aa^ : as none of the natives took any notice 
of him, and I knew it was not customary, I 
followed their example, 

March 4. . I was much indisposed duHng 
the whole of the morning, from yesterday's at- 
ta^ In the afternoon I tried the still; and 
made a; quantity of «lcohol for the balloons. I 
tried two sknaH ones in the evening, but they 
finled owing to the bacfiiess of the paper, arid' I 
fear we shall have much diffiadty in succeeding 
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from the bad quality of our materials. I am in- 
formed forty deserters from the northern army, 
and seventeen thieves, are to be burnt in some of 
the wheels to-morrow. 

Mar#A d. To-day the mayhoon of Hunza- 
wuddy's fire-works were exhibited ; I understood 
all the wheels, to the number of 500, failed; 
to-morrow the princes of the blood exhibit theirs, 
and ^e day after the king's will be exhibited, 
which closes the festival. I still feel very un- 
well, the extreme heat, my confined situation, and 
attxiety for the termination of my public business, 
comMne to render my stay here irksome ; but I 
have no remedy but patience and temperance, 
which I trust will bear me out. 

. fMom. 74« 

Thermometer at present is < Noon .84. 

f ^ (.Even. 93. 

.Mansh 8. I understand the festival wfll 
oontinue to the 9th instant We amused our* 
selves in distilling spirits of wine, and preparing 
materials for the balloons ; but die materials within 
our reach, are so very bad, and the air so rarefied 
that I almost doubt our sucoess with a mont- 
golfier. 

March 9. The rayhoon being lame, I have 
not seen him for some days past, but he sent 
to request to know when I would visit the princes 
of the UoodL I returned for answer that I wais 
ready . to go whenever it suited his exoeU^icy 
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the mayhoon's conreaienoe to introduce me. I 
hear from raripus quarters that his majesty is to 
set off in a few days to join the army going to 
Vissalley. The great pains whidi are taken to 
impress me with this belief, expose the motive, 
and necessarily tend to produce an eflR^ct on my 
mind the reverse of what their great sagacity 
expects. 

March 10. A good deal of rain has fidlen at 
Amarapoorah and up the country, which has 
caused the river to rise, and in the afternoon we 
had some slight showers with thunder in our 
neighbourhood, and some sharp squalls from the 
N.W., which has cooled the air very much. In 
the evening Mr. Jhansey returned my padcet df 
letters, saying his despatch-boat had been detained 
by the viceroy. I also learn that his excellency 
will not go with me to the princes, and that he 
has not laid my memorial before his majesty. I 
intend, therefore, to send Mr. Burnett in the moni« 
ing to obtain his excellency's final determination 
on these points. 

March 11. About eig^t A.M., the rayhoon 
called at my bungalow; he informed me that 
the mayhoon was gone to Amarapoorah with the 
Enga Tekaing, whom the king had sent to take 
charge of the government of the city during his 
absence. He said he was going to the palace to 
settle about the coins I had brought for his ma- 
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jesty, and tMJk Mjr. Monoowtuse with him. At 
noon the pi:hicetif Bii^iin's ftmily ptahw*, with 
wveral gilt-hoat8» and war-bMis, ^tfssad by to th# 
nprUiward^ iaid(^be90ttigt»jtHnth« army gotti^ 
to YizaU^y. I observe also that the %y of th« 
king's large te»k is atraek^ About two PvH., tha 
sayhoon and Mr. Monccfortuae retoraed ftona tba 
palace ; he informed me that his majesty had o^ 
dered the rilpeea to be itssayed, and fj^ulkid that 
one kind was •fifteen par oant worse than putt 
silver^ and li^ other t^ per eeat. <ihis,'by-1iie»h|^ 
provea what oseellentmetalltirgista^heiy affe,lar OaH 
kind has in fact sev^^iteen per cent, alky^ and- the 
otherrtwenty-two.anda half per .cent) andftat, 
as it was his rojralr intention, that none but purto 
stiver dhould pasa ounsentt in his domtniojU', he 
had theiefiore otxleredthe SD^OOO nqiees to be m4 
turned to me. I expressed my aslonidiinrant ia 
iineqiiiYOcal terms at this deteminaittoa^ and told 
the iiayhoon hia majesty wasinery. iU adirised in 
adopting sncih jneaslKes ; thafc the mpeea were 
coined at the request of his ministers, and Were 
exactly of die quality and paMedb of thaoe .sent 
by Captain Symes to Calcutta; that no. chaige 
had been made o» (he coinage except iEMt the ia* 
csdental expenses of lfeibour^#^», which, tncluiyag 
tho whie of the alloy, did notianioimt to afiOtkais; 

4..t ■ -. «-- t-ii^ '. ^-^ :t-« +** 

. * . * A kipd of aocQitufiodfttioa-botl. 
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M that if hig fiu^estjr wastto melt <li«m dowD, he 
ooald D0t low more tiiaii^ 40O ticab a« the ut- 
oMrt;. but thttb loss' or gain was entirely oiit of 
tte qpieatisB : that <iie HvMiarable like GorefDor^ 
GBnelul kfeul diracted them to be coitied memly to 
oblige hisi majesty, wkhout any view, to benefit ot 
gma oo hifii part : that, ow tiie contiarf; he had 
iiieuned die risk a£ the seas and enemies m seftd^ 
ing litem without any chaiige to kia majesty ; he 
kari besides presented him wtith a valuable s^ of 
cbiatng implemeBits^ and various other vajnattle 
iniaseiite, voA was not to be taeated like a tradcif 
OKI Whose hands gbbds might be thrown at thd 
caprioe of the ptii^l^tter. That for my part, H 
wa» utterly out of my power to leceire back the 
moliey, ag by sei doing I skouki be eonaentii^ to 
a gresa ind^ity offered to the Ho(nDusab)e the 
GotrenKKT-General^ who had dcapiited me. About 
Hm time a gilt war-boat arrhred wiitti the kiiig'a 
tieasuffer^ an illegitimate son jc^ his majesty, who 
had bvought with him the Ssia boxes of ruptes, 
and money to pay for the copper. I deaited hiim 
to be seated, but would notpennit tbrai to delivev 
tte boxes of silver, or receive the vadue o£ the 
ci^^r. Thebodces, therefore, were' laid down ad 
tiie gate of the enclosuxeaof ike bmigalkiw. What 
I :faad tolfd the rayhoon, i made- ttie inteipretei 
repeat to the treasurer^ who assured me he wtnild 
fnfonft ki9 ns^e^tf of my seaAkxienfs and feeliiiga 

k2 
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on the occasion. I then entertained him with tea 
and swe*tmeat9, and presented him with a piece 
of flowered muslin, and a piece of choppah romal. 
On leaving my bungalow he again assured me he 
would fiuthfully tell his majesty all he Imd heard 
and seen. The rayhoon and interpreter betmyed 
evident marks of fear and astonishment at my de- 
cided conduct ; and I trust it will be a useful 
lesson to them not to trifle with me another time. 
The rayhoon staid dinner with me, when we had 
a long conversation respecting my interview with 
the whoonghees, and all the old arguments on 
both sides renewed. He said he was certain it 
could never take place on my terms, and I as pe- 
remptorily assured him it should never take place 
on any other. He then said, the mayhoonhad 
been twice to see me, and I had never returned 
his visit. I told him that he and the mayhoon 
well knew iny heart was with his excellency, and 
that it was my wish to be often with him ; but 
that it did not depend on me ; that I waited his 
majesty's orders for the regulation of my conduct, 
as I was determined not to betray myself into any 
error, by acting from my own deficient ju(%ment 
in matters of etiquette; which amongst them' 
were matters of high importance. I then asked 
him if he would assure me, that if I visited the 
mayhoon, it would be no impediment to my inter- 
view on my own terms with the whoonghees ; and 
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defiired bim to say candidly whether he could 
with {NToprietjr advise me to run that risk. He 
desired time to consider, and after some reflection 
said, he would not advise me to it, but recom- 
mended my sending Mr. Burnett early to obtain 
the mayhoon*s final answer respecting the delivery 
of my memorial ; he then placed some of his own 
people to watch the boxes of rupees and retired. 

Mamh 12. The river continues to rise, and 
is now within two feet of the level of my 
bungalow. I sent Mr. Burnett with the inter- 
preters to the mayhoon with a written message ; the 
rayhoon's people also carried over the rupees to 
him. When Mr. Burnett arrived at the mayhoon's 
house, he found him engaged in some religious 
ceremonies respecting a deceased relation ; among 
the visitors was the queen mother. These lasted 
upwards of an hour, when the mayhoon came to 
him. He received him with much affitbility, 
and was much pleased with some trifling presents 
I had sent for his children. Mr. Burnett then 
proceeded to deliver my message, which was first 
to ask, whether his excellency had presented my 
memorial to his majesty. He replied, he had 
not ; that had it been proper he would have pre- 
sented it long since. Mr. Burnett then asked, if 
he declined presenting it? After considerable 
hesitation, he said that he should be very happy 
to comply with my wishes in every thing, but 
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that it tedilf ymt out of )ib power to piiedeiit 
<)it iqemorial: Mr. Burnett then said, he had 
my ordeirs ,to re^^uest the leiimir of his eitceU 
lency to ifetwn Uie a^emwialr if be stiU de- 
dined presetntifig it, as i^ i^as ahsolutoly deees^ 
sary, his majeaity should be acquainted wkh my 
s^timeptsi ; hut that I earnestly entaeated his 
excellency to reflect before he retimiod it, as 
it was jny wi^h to be <guided in ail things bf his 
excellency's opimon, aikl th^ all my hwainess 
should be (swtiduoted through him, that both na* 
tions might ow^ to him, #11 the adva^liE^es that 
must aiiise from theijr perfect uniop; but that 
the^re yrerp soone points out of my power Ko pen- 
cede, and that my intenr^w, wijth the ^tirboong* 
hees on equal terms, was perhaps tj^e <^nly one 
diat wwld occur. Mr. Burnett informed me that 
it was upwards of an hour before he came to a 
deteijsiimttion, seemMagly weighing the matter 
seiriously within his own miad; at length he 
^Id him> he must return the memorial, as he 
resUy eould not risk the presenting it When 
the rayhoon brought him 4ie rupees, m^ told 
him wifapt had passed at my hoiuse on tiiat flfii))ject, 
he said* the Resident is y.ery right ; I wiote to 
^e Gpirernor-Geneml for them, ti^y were sent to 
oblige me, and I will be answerable for the 
amount. . His brother, who was present, asked 
him to let him have 5,000 of them. " No," s^id he, 
** no one shall have them ; I know what to do 
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^Ith tiiera/' ' Mr. Burnett then told him, I re- 
{^nested he would do me Ihe favour to apply i» 
his iM^ty for boats suitable to my rank, ffhat I 
inight put ray baggage on board preparatory to 
my departure fer Rangoon, as the river was rising 
fifit, nni I tras apprehensive that my bungalow 
inight be swept away by the flood: He recom- 
mended my putting' my ba^age on board of the 
boats in which I came up the river for flie present, 
and that he Would take cure to have others pro- 
vided as soon as possible. When Mr. Burnett 
returned,. I had all my heavy baggage put on 
board the boats, the river continuing to rise. In 
the. evening Mr. Monoourtuse, the interpreter, 
went to the court side of the river, as I suf^iose 
to report what had passed to the who<Highees, 
but whether sent for I know not. He did not 
return till past twelve at night. The mayhoon 
also said to Mr. Burnett, it was unnecessary to 
wait on the princes, as they were all busy prepar- 
ing to go to Yiaalley, but that I might send any 
presents I had for them, and might see the Enga 
Tekaing when I weM to Amarapoorah. 

Mhreh 13. In the knoming the rayhoon called 
on me, when we had a private conference, and 
he offiMned, widi my permission, to go and lay 
my demands before his majesty; he requested 
me, however, to give him a& a present for his 
majesty, a handsomie cut-glass casket, mounted 
with silver, also^ my silver pawn ddun and salver. 
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and ottah daun, which I the more readily eota* 
plied with, as it proved my readiness to oblige 
them with any thing in my power: he promised 
to return and dine with me. Mr. Mcmoourtuse 
did not inform me where he had been last night, 
or who he had seen ; nor did I take any notice 
of his being absent ; I imagine he is restricted in 
his communications, and I do not think it proper 
to give him any reason to suppose his motions or 
conferences are of any importance to me. The 
rayhoon returned about three o'clock, but, having 
retired to my room, and he having nothing 
satisfactory to communicate, would not permit 
my people to call me, promising to call again 
in the evening. He, however, told Mr. Burnett, 
that a council had been held at the palace, and 
their records searched for a precedent to sa- 
tisfy me, but that none had been found. 

March 15. In the morning I sent my in- 
terpreter, Mr. Rowland, with a written mes- 
sage to the mayhoon; but with orders not to 
deliver it, unless his excellency would &vour 
him with a private audience. He found a great 
crowd at his house, and he seemed mther dis- 
pleased, but desired Mr. Rowland to come again 
in the evening. During the morning, the ray- 
boon's wife and another woman with her, came 
to pay me a visit ; I was too unwell to receive 
them, but had them entertained with tea and 
sweetmeats, and presented them with two pieces 
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of flcMrered mudin on retiring. Sometime after- 
wards the rayhoon called, he had little satis- 
fiu!tory to communicate, and I did not think 
fwoper to condescend to ask, how the presents 
he had extorted from me had been received by 
the king. In the course of conversatibn he gave 
me to understand that, if I wanted boats, I must 
buy them mpelf. I did not disguise my sen- 
timents, of the meanness of their conduct througfa- 
ont ; ever ready to beg and receive, but without 
the smallest inclination to make any return; and 
gave him fully to understand, that I was dis- 
satisfied and disgusted with their conduct. I 
told him of my intention to send a message to the 
mayhoon in the evening, and requested he 
would have a boat sent to take Mr. Burnett 
over, as the one his excellency had formerly lent 
me had been withdrawn. He wanted me to put 
oflFthe business to another day; I told him the 
business was too urgent to admit of it. Some- 
time after he had retired, the mayhoon sent me 
a letter, informing me, that he had given orders 
to the Rangoon government, to pay me the 
amount value for the silver and copper coins; 
that his miyesty had given all the orders respect- 
ing me, according to the Govemor-Geheial^s 
letter; that they lay ready at the looto forme, 
and would be delivered whenever I choose to go 
for them; and that he should be happy to lay 
before his mcyesty any further Wishes I might 
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hare to comnmnicate. i prepared the fidtodriiig 
message in reply, diat I akouid waat the mon^ 
here to defray my expenses ; that, as to what h» 
excellency was pleasftd to say respecting \m 
majesty's ordets ia confonui^ wiA the Gover- 
nor-Genend^s letter, I was at a loss to under* 
StaoMl it, as the pribeipal poiiit urged in that 
letter, of my being received wUii the respect and 
attention due to me, had. in no respect been 
attended to ; on the contrary, I wm sorry to say, 
I bad been treated with neglect and insult; that, 
regarding his exceilraicy's kind ofler, to - lay 
before his majesty iaiiy other busineas I attght 
hare^ I was sorry I cotild not awl myself of 
it, as it was uot enstomary iwith us to expose our- 
selves unnecessarily to mcMtiication ; that I had 
already wiote one memidrial to the- whbonghees, 
and another to his excellency, to neither of wfaidi 
the least attention had bees paid ; and that until 
they were answered, I should liak no more public 
letters. I also added, that I mudh feared the pre- 
tended ambassadors from Virailey had deceived 
his majesty ; that the country they called ViaaUey, 
was, in fact, Assain ; that I knew the iBooatj 
the king sent me to look at, were Assam coins ; 
that the map was also (he same as one I had seen 
fioim Assam; and that, according to the various 
accounts of the situation of the country, Yizalley 
was but anotfai&r. name for Ghiergong, the capital 
of Assam, which country was tributary to the 
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i; and tmder 4beir pMKftctioii; 4Aiii« it ^as 
not more (hMi three yeaars stnoe our <roop6 had 
settled tbe cottntry, and placed Hie pvesent njah on 
the throne ; and, 4f my i^rehensFkms were just, I 
mndtk feared, that it the Bumihan troops invaded 
Asssm, k wouldl^ the cause of a war between Ae 
English and Burhman nationg^ which it was my 
Aity, and the duty of erery lover of this coantry, 
to^ndeavoul'topreTent. I, therefore, entreated 
of his exeeHeney, to 9ay my doubts tefore his 
majesty, and permit me to examine the pretended 
ambassadors from Yizalley, as by ttuift means the 
evils so much to be dreaded might be prev^ted ; 
for, the swofd once drawn, node could say wh^n 
the mischief would stop; also, that my d<Hrti(8 
of the sincerity of the Burmhui friendship 
towards the £!nglish were increased by the 
manner in which I had been treated since my 
arrival, and the unwillingness of his majesty's 
ministers to shew me fhat respect and attention 
which my station demanded; that I had done 
every thing in my power to deserv-e better 
usage, and now only waited his excenency*s 
pnmding me with boats to begone ; diat if I had 
remained, his excellency would have found me 
a firm friend ; that I had a proposal to have made» 
that would have yielded his majesty and all the 
royal temWy a great revenue, and made Am the 
richest subject in his majesty's dominions ; but 
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these hopte wete now all at an end i I coold not 
but lament it, but the fistult was not mine. 

At eight o'clock the boat came, when Mr. 
Burnett, attended by Mr. Rowland, only went 
over. At one in the morning he returned ; he 
in&nned me the mayhoon received him kindly, 
and with far more privlusy gave him an audience 
in his boat, and listened to my message with 
great attention. He confessed it was possible 
Vizalley might be Assam ; that he considered him- 
self much obliged to me for my candid explanation 
—^acknowledged the truth of all I had advanced, 
and promised to lay my representation before his 
majesty; in short, this message seems to have 
produced a complete revolution in his mind, for 
he desired Mr. Burnett to tell me, that if I would 
draw up the memorial a little softened, he would 
undertake to deliver it to his majesty, and would 
use all his influence to promote my wishes. He 
then introduced a desultory conversation on va- 
rious topics, which he seemed to take great plea- 
sure in prolonging, which occasioned Mr. Burnett's 
remaining to so late an hour. When about to 
leave him, he desired him to call with the memo- 
rial next evening, and to desire of me to consider 
of some proposals which might be of advantage 
to his majesty's dominions, as it would enable 
hiin to plead for me with more confidence, as he 
had enen^eis who might attribute his urging con- 
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cessions in my favour without an equivalent, as 
proceeding from sinister motives. 

March 16. In the morning the queen's whoon 
came with a present from the first queen of 
four elephants^ teeth» a piece of silk, and a sap^ 
phire ring from the second queen worth about 
thirty tecals ; I treated him, and gave him a pre- 
sent Shortly after the rayhoon paid me a visit, 
and seemed much pleased at the &vourable tuni 
of affiurs. Jn the course of the day I prepared 
the memorial, retaining all the material points, 
and adding a preardium, that I thought would be 
condUatory. I also drew up a rough sketch of a 
proposal for raising a revenue from salt, bala- 
tchong, and betel^ut, to be placed under the 
management of the mayhoon and myself. 

At six o'clock precisely the boat arrived, and 
Mr. Burnett, attended by Mr. Rowland, went 
over the river with them to the mayhoon. He 
received him in the boat, as before, with the 
greatest afiability, and even desired the rayhpon 
to withdraw, that he might be more {private. He. 
seemed highly pleased with the memorial in its 
altered state ; as to the proposals, his expressions 
respecting it shewed utter astonishment, at the 
same time no disbelief; as he said he was con- 
vinced many things were easily possible to me, 
w]^ich to him were inconceivable ; he summed up 
the whole of his comments with manifesting the 
highest satisfaction and pleasure, saying, that he 
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had nenr spent two ni^te with so much gn^ 
tification. At hulf-past ten o'clock Mr. Burnett 
returned'. He d^simd Mr: Bttmett to return next 
day^ with Mr. Moncourtase, to tmnalake the pa- 
pers, aB he Wished to hav« Baraihan eopiec^. Tly& 
prince of Prone, f traderstand, left Mheghooa 
to^ay to join- tke cau^ 

March 17. In the morning I sent Mr. fibr- 
aett and Messrs. Moncourtuse and Rowtand, and 
had the memorM copied ia Burmhan fi>r his 
exeellenc]^s satis&ction. At noon, hW e»seUency 
carried Hie nvemorial to the palace. I learn diat 
his majesty has relinqoished his intentioB of 
joining the army, and thaft ^e nay ah of Borneo 
bsB been confined on suspicion of havki^ iiAposed 
on him itf the a^r odT the Chinese andiassadofs 
he introduced at court last year. 

Maroh 18. Hie majesty set off about eight 
A.M., in the smallest of his boats of stlftte, ac- 
companied' by eleven boats of his queens and 
concubines, eighteen covered boats belonging to 
hfs ministers a>nd courtiers, and about seventy 
war^boats; several of them gilt, including those 
that towed his own, the queens', and mitiisteis* 
boats. Each on an average might contain about 
fifty men. On shore he proceeded with twenty- 
nine elephants,, with di^rent kinds of howcfohs 
on them, followed by his body-guard filing off 
^omiscuoui^y, dressed in the common habit of 
the country, with two bundlies, and their mtiskett 
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Jitehed to tfaeno, earned by «Mh dn ^ twobocr. 
About one o'dock the new carriage folkywed his 
saAjesty in a boat, towed by two waNboats ; After 
i£ a boat of kicses, and behind these his fiHrmer 
dtate^carriage. At liine p^clock the caykooncsne^ 
and said he was sent by his majesty to iDcfaire 
afiber my healthy and to inform me that he' was 
going to it place ^JbovA nine tnilefl^ distant t^peif- 
fentn some religious ceremonies ; after that, some* 
what farther, to in^ct the state of the Yizalley 
army, as also to^ cut firewood to make bricke for 
his new pagoda ; that he had held a consuhation 
with his whoonghees respecting the praposrtions 
contained in my memorial, and that they had ae*^ 
knowledged the justice and propriety of my 
demands; but alleged the ill state of my healthy 
and kfconyenient situation, either to make oht 
receWe visits^ as a reason for postponing the 
business for the pnsent; therefore they lecom^ 
mended that proper, boats^ should be pmrided for 
my going to Rangoon, and that the adjmtmemt of 
the loeremonials of my interview with them shoidd 
be deferred to m more fisivoQrable cqipoctanity ; 
and that he waited for my answer to his majesty* 
I desired himio make my acknowledgments to 
his majesty for his kind inquiries and solicitude 
for my health ; at Ike same time hoped that he 
would not suppose, for a momrait^ that I would 
permit heatth or personal oonrealence to intevfere 
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withmy public duty ; that it would be better for 
me to die, than that the interests of my country, 
or his majesty, should suffisr through any delay 
of mine. I should, therefore, hold myself in 
readiness to meet his majesty's ministers at what- 
ever time or place he might be pleased to ap- 
point ; that I by no means saw the force of the 
whoongee's objections, as to the want of a proper 
place to receive me in; that his majesty had 
already honoured me with an audience at a tem- 
porary residence, and so might they ; that it was 
not the place that dignified the man, or gave con- 
sequence to his mission; that it was all the same 
to me whether I met them in a palace, or under 
the shade of a tree ; that in about six days I 
hoped to be sufficiently strong to move about, and 
would then be ready to attend his majesty's com- 
mands. A desultory convecsation then took place, 
from which I gathered, that the rayhoon had been 
sent to sound me, and to learn whether the state 
of my health had effected any change in my mind ; 
but, I trust, he had no reason to flatter himself 
with any discovery detrimental to the interests of 
my mission; for he concluded with saying, he 
found me always the same, and should fidthfuUy 
report all I had said to his majesty, whose eyes 
began to be opened, and wished for some private 
conversation with me. 

March 19. At night the layhoon returned 
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turned from his majesty, and informed me he 
had faithfully detailed all I had said, and that his 
majesty had been graciously pleased to order 
that all my wishes respecting the interview with 
the whoonghees should be complied with ; that 
the mhee whoonghee, in consequence, would come 
down the river to-morrow for that purpose. That 
his majesty had been' pleased to add many other 
particulars highly gratifying; among the number, 
that he was sorry to hear that any of his subjecis 
had given encouragement to the enemies of the 
English; that it was entirely without his know- 
ledge; that he had ordered, that all those who 
had been assisting the French prize, now at 
Bassein, should be sent immediately to court, to 
answer for their conduct; and should give such 
strict orders to the governors of all his ports, as 
to prevent any thing of the kind happening again. 
He had severely reprimanded Jhansey the sha- 
bunder for disguising these things from him, aiid 
encouraging the French; and had ordered the 
mayhoon to apprehend all the vagabond French 
in his government, that they might be sent out of 
the country ; that, after the interview, it was his 
majesty's wish that I should communicate my 
public business to the whoonghee, who would 
lay it before him; and that, when all was finished, 
he would write a public letter to the Governor- 
General, and another to his Britanhic Majesty; 
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that he should also write a private letter to the 
Govemor-Geneial, to rec^piest a particular foviMr 
of him, which request he hoped I would bt^ 
with all the influence in my power. The request 
was, to endeavour to obtain for him, froin the 
king of Candy, one of the teeth of the Bqmhan 
law-giver and demi-god, supposed to.be deported 
in the princiiMd pagoda' of Ceyl<Hlt He desired 
me to inform him, if there was any thiug in his 
dominions which would be acceptably to the 
€k>vevnor'^General or to myself; that,, unless I 
did 90, he should not look upon kne as a^sincei^ 
friend; (hat I might ltv6 wheii0 I pl^atsed; if at 
Amarapoorah, he would purchase the best brick 
house, there, of Mr, Ag^usar, a(i Armenian. mer- 
chant ; or, if at Rangoon, the hpu^e I then rented 
He also cbhdescended tcr ask partioiilAriy ofter 
my health, expression his cpnqera for my indis- 
position, and. reqilesting' that. I would tnke par- 
ticular care of myself; and rebuked.his miaistei? 
for Iheir inattention to me hithertd; to.all which, 
of course^ I made suitable replies. The layhoon 
then mentioned to me, that his majesty, had ex- 
pressed a wish to have one of my tents, and had 
ordered the mayhoon to give me a^ much canvasis 
and purpet in retom^ as would make me another. 
I told him,' as to return, it Was. entirely out of the 
queirtion^ and that I was happy inaily oppD^ 
trinity of obliging his mi^estyi 
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Mar^ 20IA. la the morning the rayhoon 
caitie for the tent, and the mayhoon Bent two 
waif-boftts to convoy it, and the Calassied* 
who wefe sent to eifcct it. Mr. Moncourtuse 
went with ifc . About fi^e in the evening Mr. 
Moncourtnscf and the Galaxies, returned; he 
informed me that they hi(d been about 10 miles 
up the river, that the tent had been pitched. His 
fioajesty bfitd eirtered and seen it» and was much 
{leased with it. 

March 2\st. About seven in the> momiAg, 
the reyhoon came to my bungalow, and in* 
foimed me thftt the pohoiin and war-boats were 
in attendance to convey me tp the place of 
interview ; unwell as I was I .determined to go. 
At about half past nine I left, my bungalow: I 
WW obliged to be carried in a chair to the 
boat. The. pohoun was rowed by forty-two 
meii; and tibe viceroy had sent five war-boats 
to do me honour on this odcasion. The boat 
pulled dver to the Mheghoon side, and I was 
carried from the boat to the building erected 
for the place of interview. The rayhoon and 
some of the - whoongbee]$ nffioefa attended .me 
from> the wiater-aide; I had also< .widi me 
Mr« Burnett, the two interpreters, and my or- 



* Men wbe are m the h&bitrof ' piCchidg tents. Hiere are a 
.cfftain miBiber tittdblied to* each regunent in India. 
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dinary retinue. A great number of war-boats 
had been assembled on this occasion, seVeial of 
them gilt, with small guns, two or three pounders, 
on black carriages, lashed on their prows. The 
building erected for the occasion was a spacious 
shed of bamboo and thatch, with a platform about 
eighteen inches from the surface of the sand, and 
two smaller platforms of equal height and di- 
mensions, about one foot higher than the common 
platform, in a direction east and west from each 
other, and distant about fourteen feet. These 
platforms were screened from one another by two 
curtains of silk brocade ; they had canopies over 
them of cloth, and their floor covered with 
carpets; the intervening space with mats. Pre- 
vious to my disembarking from the boat, I in- 
quired if the whoonghee had arrived; I was 
informed that he was already at the place of 
rendezvous. I advanced to the bungalow from 
the north, through a double avenue of troops, 
extending from it about 300 yards; they were 
drawn up in i:ank entire, the two outer ranks 
musketeers, squatting on the earth, with their 
muskets by them; at th|e head of these two ranks 
were two small pieces of cannon on fieldH^arriages, 
and to the left, at some distance, there were four 
more pieces on carriages. The two centre ranks 
were spearmen, squatting on the ground, with their 
spears plantederect; theshafts of the spears covered 
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with silver plate» and the heads ornamented with 
A bunch of red cow-tail. All these people were 
in the common garb of the country. When I had 
arrived at the head of the avenue, one of the 
whoonghee*s officers, in a black jacket trimmed 
with gold lace, very offipiously wanted to disarm 
my servants and orderlies, although it had been 
agreed on before, that I might take all my guard 
with their muskets; this, however, I would not 
permit. We advanced without further inter- 
ruption; my chair was carried within the veranda 
of the shed: when I ascended the first platform 
I put off my shoes, and was conducted from 
thence to the western interior platform ; two of 
my chairs were then brought, one was carried to 
the whoonghee, and in the other I seated myself, 
supported by pillows, with my face fronting the 
east. Mr. Burnett, the rayhoon, and the other 
officers, were seated on mats on the lower plat- 
form, I alone remaining on the elevated one ; on 
my side the curtains were then drawn up, and 
discovered to me the whoonghee sitting above on 
the eastern platform, fronting me, the various 
official insignia of his office being arranged on 
the platform to his right, and the officers of his 
establishment in their dresses of state, seated, as 
those on my side, on the lower platform. The 
whoonghee was dressed in a close jacket of pale 
blue, flowered damask, with silver sprigs ; on his 
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shoulders was a black velvet mantle, edged witfi 
broad gold laccf, and flowered with gold em- 
broidery; on his head, a pyramidal cap; a silk 
lungee red and white, and a Bttrmhan sword with 
gold scabbard and hilt in his hand. After viewing 
one another for a few minutes, we arose to- 
gether; descending from our platforms, met eadi 
other half way in the intermediate space, and 
shook hands; I then addressed him with a com- 
pliment expressive of the happiness I felt oh this 
occasion, which he returned ; after two or three com- 
pliments passed suitable to the occasion, we retired, 
and seated ourselves on our respective platforms. 
The rayhoon had been very urgent with me 
to make some small present to the whooni^ee at 
our meeting. I told him I had no intention to 
take any thing; but, to gratify them, if the whoon- 
ghee would present me with a pawn of betel, I 
would, at the same time, offer him some trifle ; 
accordingly, when I returned to my chair, I gave 
Mr. Moncourtuse, the interpreter, an English 
guinea, to be delivered to his excellency, with 
the following message (the pawn of betel at the 
same time was sent across tor me), that I accepted 
from his excellency the pawn of betel, as a token 
of amity between the English and Burmhan 
nations; that, on my part, I returned him an 
English guinea impressed with the image of his 
Britannic Majesty, emblematic of the wealth and 
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bappioess which I trusted would flow from our 
uuioB. His excellency .retui^ned for answer, that 
he understood what I said^ but that it was hap- 
piness and not wealth his majesty wished for his 
subjects ; he !then pocketed my guine^^ I re- 
ptiedt. that I spoke of riches in a figurative sense 
o^ly; tlmt,. as gold was the purest and ptost 
dundble of all metals, so a sincere friend, such 
as I trusted the English nation would proy^, was 
superioi^ to ^1 other Wfsdth. Several personal 
aiid'i^neial compliments were then interchanged 
to tb0 .apparent satisfacticm of both parties. In 
particular, I must mention the whoonghee's ejc-. 
pressing his agreeable surprise, at finding me so 
affiible, as he had been taugl^t to. believe I was 
a man of a very different description; he then, 
asked, if it would be agreeable to me to ridit him 
next day : being answered in, the affirmative, he 
said, if agreteble, he would return my visit in 
t]^ evening of the same day, as business^ made 
it neec^ssa^ for him to return as soon fts possible 
to his majesty. To thi^ proposal I readily ateent- 
ed. He then spud, as. I was so unwell, he would 
not be the teeans.ef detaining me longer; re- 
quested I wefuld retire^ and begged of me to be 
careful of Ay health, in wbicji he w^s ploaaed.to 
sayi I ought to remanber, two nations no^y; were 
ibt^rosted. The mosic .iu)d dancers then b^gan 
tb exhibit, and I retired as I came, leaving him 
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Still seated in the shed. When I had got on 
board my boat, the rayhoon requested of me to 
wfut a little to see the whoonghee go to his house 
in all his state ; he walked from the shed in the 
centre of the troops, which had formed the 
avenues ; they filed off to the westward, march- 
ing in the same order in which they were seated, 
in Indian files, two to his right and two to his 
left ; he was attended by a large retinue of the 
officers and servants of his establishment, carry- 
ing his gilt chattre, gilt war-hat, gold pawn dawn, 
goght, ^c, and a number of led horses brought 
up the rear. The whoonghee seemed to be very 
well pleased with the interview. He is a thin 
swarthy man, rather above the middle stature, 
with harsh Tartarian features, and apparently 
about fifty years of age. If he was deceived as 
to the reports of me, I was equally so in respect 
to him, for I discovered in him neither hauteur, 
particular dignity, or promise of sagacity. I am 
told, however, that he has the reputation of being 
a good general, an intrepid soldier, and an able 
minister. Altogether, I suppose, I was about an 
hour in the bungalow ; at about half-past twelve 
got back to my own quarters, much fatigued. 

At four P.M. (my dinner hour), the whoonghee*s 
woondock came to my bungalow to inquire after 
my health; I had tea and refreshments prepared 
for liim in another room, and, after I had finished 
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my dinner, went to him; a principal part of his 
errand was, to learn h6w I was satisfied with my 
internew, as he had a writer with him to note 
down my answers. He took particular pains to 
impress me with a high sense of the great honour 
which had been conferred on me, informing me 
that there was no precedent for it in the annals 
of the Burmhan history (this the whoonghee had 
told me during the time of our interview). He 
asked me the ages of his Britannic Majesty and 
family, and the state of the kingdom ; the age of 
the Governor-General, and many other questions 
to the same effect ; and, after having gratified his 
curiosity, he took his leave. 

March S2. Early in the morning the same 
boats that waited upon me yesterday with at- 
tendants, came over to the island, and, at 
nine o'clock, I set ofi^ with the same retinue as 
before : I was carried up in my chair to the 
whoonghee's house, situated about 300 yards 
from the water on the Mheghoon side, and then 
through the yard of the compound, where 
the troops were arranged, to the ladder, where 
I was received by the whooiigee's woondock, and 
other officers. At the top of the ladder I took 
off my shoes, and was conducted through an open 
court on the platform, to a room fironting the 
north prepared for my reception; on the east 
side of this room, a chair was placed for me. 
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where I was'^^eHed with my fao^ bonting the 
west; Mr. fiufnett wtts seated on 4lbe car|M^t *dose 
to me; the interpreters, mdodshee and others, 
attendaat, a litde to ids right; close to my left 
was ihe jpvtition of the apaitment, and against 
it, abotit four yards to the westward, a dbair was 
plaoed lor the whoonghee, fronting thq north, 
whichvade my seat at his ri^hthand : immediately 
in front -of him weve arranged the presents Intend- 
ed for aie; between them and >mo, but a litde 
fiurAm north wafr the weondodc seated on the Aoor ; 
on lowest i»de of the room aicd in the open 
court, >«^ere anaaged 4he test of his officers and 
retinue. After I had been sedated about two 
miBUtes, 'the whoooghee came otat from a toom to 
the south of the one I was in ; I arose ftom my 
chair; and we ^advanced to meet each other, shook 
hands, 'and then retiited fo our chairs. I had 
been asked by the rayhoon if I wished to see the 
iriiaong^^e's wives, and I replied in the affiraia- 
tive, and they came but a>id seated themselves on 
the wfaocttighee's left; mutual compliments were 
exchanged. He put the same questions to me re- 
spectii^ Hb Britannic Majesty, ^c, as had been 
made by his woondock die day before ; but in par- 
ticular inquired whethelr England enjoyed int^al 
peace, or if liny diange had been ihade in its laws ; 
and again gave me to understand that I had been 
miaiepiesenled to him» and how agreeably he 
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MIS undtOMted 4 . iriikhieoiBfimod idmt I. already 
pretty well kn/&9f, dhat^nat pains^lnd beeft^takeii 
to projudioe my nation and jaelf to the Biinuhan 
court, bvt I trust these -clouds iwere^a^w alLdis^ 
flifiBted^ and. told him so. He.seplied^.ttfaat.dii 
futjue the Bormhan and English * natiens WMild 
be fisjcme. Tea and refrednnents were ehemin* 
teodttced on giit trays, and .betel boxes mete 
plaoed ]be£ice me, sach as wese only used by. the 
royal fiimily and himself. He was this day ^fwsed 
in a light xolouTed relTet sobe covered with en- 
broidery, .with a» fiUet handkeMbief of f(dd: cloth 
MNind his faea4« He unbent oMftiderably, was 
▼eiy a&ble «nd polite in their <vay. Mad made im 
many tpnders of his friendship and' best sei^ices; 
during the taking the refreshments we had a good 
deal of conversation on iMurioitts subjects. He then 
ordered one of the large lacquefed boxes in 
whidi they send presents to be placed before me, 
and desired I might foe inforaied it was of a par- 
ticular manu&eture made for himself, and that 
none like it could be obtained 'for any money. 
He then said, that, as through <his majesty^s favour 
I had received such strongs proofe of their friend- 
ship, I must .occasionally dress'like a Buimhan, 
as I was one in my heart, and that he had pre- 
pared cloths for me for that purpose, pointing to 
those before him ; he then made a present of a 
silk lungee to the rayhoon, a piece ofinfertM 
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kind to the king's translator Mr, Moncourtuse, and 
a piece to each of the king's linguists who at- 
tended, of the same kind. He then asked me 
what I meant to do, whether I would wait at 
Amarapoorah till the king returned, or proceed 
to Rangoon. I told him I should wait his majes- 
ty's instructions on that head, but I was ready to 
attend him to any part of his dominions where he 
might go, or wait till his return at Amarapoorah; 
but as to returning to Rangoon before my business 
was settled, I could not consistent with my duty. 
He then said, if I had any memorial to present to 
his majesty, and would send a person with the 
layhoon to him up the river, he would take care 
to get it settled. I then rose to take my leave, 
and he said, he would call upon me about four 
o'clock in the evening, and I retired in the same 
manner I came. I forgot to mention that there 
was music and dancers in an adjoining room, and 
shortly after the whoonghee came out he desired 
all my servants might be admitted. The room of 
audience was level and covered with carpets, and 
hung round with silk brocade screens. The pre- 
sents for me were carried by his officers on board 
the war-boats that attended me, they consisted of 
three horses, a set of lacquered boxes for carrying 
presents, a set of ditto betel boxes, five silk lun- 
gees, and 100 pieces of common blue and white 
Burmhan cotton, and two silk wrappers. My 
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visit occupied idtogether nearly two hours, and 
as soon as I returned, I immediately prepared for 
his reception. By the assistance of the rayhoon, 
I had a room, fourteen feet by thirty-two, raised 
about eight inches from the sand, and platformed 
with planks, and verandas all round, the ceiling was 
made of broad cloth of my own, and the rayhoon 
procured for me curtains of party-coloured cloth 
to go round the sides ; the floor was covered with 
Settringies * ; a large table in the centre was 
covered with cakes and sweetmeats, and the pre- 
sents I intended for him arranged on the floor: 
maps were hung round the room ; globes, and 
various mathematical instruments were arranged 
along the sides for inspection; I had also pro- 
cured dancers and ^country music. About one 
o'clock his musketeers and spearmen came over 
and formed a double avenue from my bungalow 
to the water-side; I had my guard drawn up 
fronting the door of the room. About two p. m., 
he came over in his own war-boat, attended by 
two gilt and several other war-boats. MThen he 
landed he was preceded by his sword-bearer, 
dressed in a red velvet gown, silk luhgee,'a large 
broad-brimmed white hat, with a large Burmhan 
sword on his shoulder, the scabbard black, orna- 
mented with gold fiUagree work, the handle 
grasped in both his hands; and he advanced. with 

« Striped cotton carpets manufactured in India. 
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a swaggering kind of aoitie fttep. The whooni^te 
was dnessed in m green. Tdvfet robe richly embroi- 
dered with gold, fiUet hiAdkerchief on hi» head, ihk 
same^as in the memidg, and over it a la^ brokd- 
briinmed French Mack hat edged with scolloped 
Fipench gold lace, a silkinagiee; with Barmhandan- 
dakon his feet; o¥e]:^his head was carried alaig^gSt 
ehiittai and his retinae foUowiirigwith thevariom in- 
signia of his oAce and rank, drossed- in their state 
coats. As he passed, my guafd presented their anilis 
when he came to Ae edge of the platform; he took 
offhis sandals, as areomptiment; I did not Weariay 
shoes. I received faiin when he ascended^ the 
platform ; we then shook hancb;* and I led him 
to a chair placed at the north end of tUe room ; 
then seated myself in a chair on the eastern side, 
about three yaids from him, so that he was <» my 
right hand ; e?efy ' one else were seated^ on' the 
floor. Compliments were then intemhaaged, and 
when^hehadbeen seated somietimehe fook off hb 
hat, which seefm»dito be a? great inonabianoetb 
him: > After some i^owrersation^ I ofieied him tea 
and > fefbeshments, which he' acoepted; I ^h 
aslfiadthim if he wished to see any of our instth- 
menta, iand^fae assenting; L shewed him the ^obes, 
and* described their ufile,r^ a cloid(> miordsoope, 
telesoopei camem obsoioa/ 9*c, Her was 'pleased 
wiithleveiy' thrqg, but in partidulikr %ith^the' ca- 
mera, which was fitted to shew views of I^ondon, 
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ita. He said that Qumeva^ meaning the myhoon 
of Rangoon, had told them a number of stories 
in &vour of me which he hardly knew how to 
oredit, but that he now saw he had spake the 
truth. He now began to be very fiuniliw; and 
chattyv and seemed happy to throw off die re- 
stsaint of formality, to which I of course encou- 
raged him. He called his (Aoers and serf^its 
about him, and shewed them the camera,, making 
many pertinent remarks on the objects* displayed. 
He sud that his majesty had many curious, things 
in his palace, but nothing like the camera; and 
expressed a wish that I would, present it to his 
laajesty. He afterwards said he- wished I would 
gire. it him, to present to his mi^esty. I told 
him that and every thing else I had was at his sar- 
Twe, and that I should send it to him with pUa^ujco. 
I then sent for a case, of gold-mounted pistols, 
and desired the finte«pieter. to tell himi that I 
came here a stranger unacquainted witl|. their 
manners, and unproarided with any thing worthy 
the acceptance of so great a man as him ; howeiFer 
I trasted he: would. acpept the pistols I ha4,in^ my 
hands, as at nmrk^of m)^.. friendship and. respect, 
that it was a soldiei^s gift; they were my own 
pistols, I had proYed.them, and knew them to be 
good, and hoped he would .keop ihevk for my 
sake: he acoepted. them with nn^l^. satis^iQP, 
and gave th^n tp one of his i^atioiWr ^^ tekje, ,fare 
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of. He then made the sword-bearers bring him 
several of his swords; he chose out one, and 
presented it to me with his own hands. The 
scabbard and hilt were plated with gold ; and as 
he presented it, he said the gold is pure and 
weighed twenty-five ticals, but he did not mention 
the gold to enhance its value ; it was to be valued 
for the temper of the blade, which he had proved 
on numbers of the enemies of his country. He 
said it was to be further valued, as it was the 
first sword of the kind he had been allowed to 
carry ; and, that no other subject in the Burmhan 
dominions was allowed to carry such a sword. 
But I might carry it, and if any one asked me 
by what authority I did so, I should say the 
mhee whoonghee had given it me. He desired I 
would keep it for his sake, and transmit it to my 
son, to remain in my fisimily as a memento of his 
friendship. Of course I made suitable acknow- 
ledgments for this very strong mark of his atten- 
tion. During this conversation, his officers 
were employed in regaling themselves with tea 
and cofiee, and demolishing the cakes and sweet- 
meats, which they completely finished. After 
some pause, he introduced a request he had to 
make in the following discourse: He said that 
there were a number of bad people at Mergin, 
whose tricks he had found out, and had ordered 
a number to be put to death a few days ago. 
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His majesty, he said, has intrusted me with the 
power of life and death, so that it is unnecessary 
for me to report to him a criminal whom I have 
condemned. I observed that the end of all go- 
vernment was the security and happiness of the 
people, but that it would be impossible to preserve 
harmony without the inflexible administration of 
justice. ** You see," said he, " that I am a great 
man, invested with great power, and acknowledged 
first subject in his Burmhan majesty's dominions : 
yet me lias his majesty sent a considerable jour- 
ney down the river to receive and visit you 
according to your wish. Hence is proved how 
high a regard his majesty has for the English 
natioB. His Burmhan mi^esty neither wants gold 
or jewels, or any kind of riches, but there is one 
thing which he prizes above all earthly treasures, 
and which he hopes to obtain through the friend- 
ship of the Governor-General ; you must therefore 
promise me to use all your influence with him 
that his majesty's wishes may be gratified. Some 
years ago his majesty sent messengers to the king 
of Candy, to endeavour to obtain the tooth of 
Gaudema which is deposited in the principal pagodai 
of Ceylon. The king of Candy returned him 
for answer, that he was prevented from sending 
it by the disturbances between the Dutch and 
English ; but he has since written to his Burmhan- 
majesty, that the English have conquered all the 
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Dutch settlements of Ceylon, and that he is ready 
to send the tooth by the first safe opportunity. 
Now his majesty is determined to send Gunne^a, 
the governor of Rangoon, as his ambassador to 
Calcutta, and he wishes that you should send 
some person with him and write to the Govemor- 
General, so that he may be properly received, and 
have every assistance towards attaining this tooth. 
I told him, that it was a rule with us never to 
promise what we were not sure of being able to 
perform ; that the king of Candy, although our 
good ally, was an independent prince ; it there- 
fore depended solely on him to grant his Burm- 
han majesty's request : I however made no tloubt 
that the Governor-General would support that re- 
quest as far as was consistent with the respect 
(lue to an independent sovereign. That as to the 
reception of his majesty's ambassador at Calcutta 
they might rest assured, the Governor-General 
would be happy in the opportunity to shew his 
respect for his majesty, and hiis friendship for the 
Burmhan nation. He said he had wrote to his 
i»on, who was at Amarapoorah, to come up and ac- 
company him in this visit, but that he had been 
unable to come on account of his duty which re- 
quired his attendance at the court of the Enga 
Tekaing ; but that he would leave me a letter di- 
recting him to provide me with a boat proper for 
a person of my lank and every thing else I might 
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require; and again requested of me not to hesi&te 
applying to him for any thing I might want, as t 
might rest assured of his friendship, and of his 
readiness to serve me on all' occasions. About 
half-past four he retired, seemingly much pleased 
with his entertainment I sent after him in the 
viceroy's boat, the following presents, the camera 
obscura, a dress of cloth of two colours, scarlet 
and blue; a dress of scarlet cloth, a dress of 
white, three pieces of plain musljn for his wives ; 
a large vase of white flint cut glass, two ca* 
nisters of fine gunpowder, some tea, a bundle of 
spices, a bottle of rose-water, and a bottle of 
otta ; and for his suite, nine pieces of cachedas, ten 
pieces of sannahs, twenty-three pieces of choppa 
mmah, and three sets of betel glasses. Half- 
an-hoar afterwards he sent back a message, saying, 
as he was going to camp, he would be much, 
obliged to me to give him a tent, and one of my 
large sytringies ; which request I immediately 
complied with, and sent them after him by one 
of his relations, to whom I also gave a piece of 
sannahs. Yesterday the rayhoon asked me, if I 
would go and see the mayhoon ? I replied, cer- 
tainly, immediately after receiving the whoon- 
ghee's visit. This evening he told me he had 
received a message from the mayhoon, requesting 
I would postpone my visit till we shoiild meet at 
Rangoon, as he had/positive orders from his 

Ml 
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majesty to set off for AmaiBpoorah next day. I 
desired he would make my best respects to the 
mayhoon, and say, that I positively must see him 
before he left Mheeghoon ; that I had been here 
so long without that happiness, and erery day re- 
ceiving &vours from him, that I could not bear 
the idea of his going away without my paying my 
respects to him. I sent Mr. Moncourtuse with 
the rayhoon to learn his excellency's sentiments. 
They had first to go to the whoonghee's, and luckily 
met the mayhoon there. When the whoonghee 
heard my message to the mayhoon, he said to 
him, " Oh, you must stay to receive the Resident 
Here the king has sent me down the river to visit 
him^ and when he wants to pay you a compliment^ 
you are going to run away. The difference of a 
day in your departure cannot injure the public 
business." This was spoke in a good-natured, 
rallying way. The mayhoon replied, '* I shall 
stay with much pleasure ;" and desired Mr Mon* 
courtuse to tell me he should be happy to see me 
early next morning. The whoonghee also desired 
him to tell me, he would be obliged to me for a 
chair^ and to send to Bengal for a spying-glass, 
and a pair of sytringies for him. 

March 23. I sent Mr. Moncourtuse to the 
whoonghee's with the chair, and calassies to 
shew them how to pitch their tent At eight 
in the morning I embarked, in war-boats, sent by 
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die mayhoon, to pay him my visit He received 

when I entered the smQu;i.^ . ^ ' 
hands with me : we then sat down in chairs cimt; 
to each other, on the right-hand side of the room, 
.my chair being placed to his right. Mr. Burnett, 
the rayhooB, and shabunder, were seated on car- 
pets fronting us ; the interpreters and two or three 
of his own people towards the fore part of the 
room ; the rest of his people, with my servants, 
under awnings on the platform outside. I took 
off my shoes before I entered the room. The 
viceroy was dressed in a jacket of fine brown 
cotton cloth, the manufacture of the country, silk 
lungee, and muslin fillet handkerchief round his 
head. His reception was frank and friendly, 
totally devoid of formality ; and we conversed and 
chatted with the fiuniliarity of old acquaintance. 
He introduced two of his children to me, a 
sprightly little girl seven or eight years 6ld, and 
a little, boy of three. About half-an-hour after 
I had been seated, the whoonghee, passing by on 
his way to join his majesty, seeing me in the 
boat, called along-side, and came on board (the 
mayhoon had said previously, ** Perhaps, the 
whoonghee will call if he sees you here," and had 
placed a chair for him within a railing in the 
centre apartment of the boat, about four or five 
yards to our left). The whoonghee entered the 
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room without >iis ^hoes, and said to the mayhoon, 

" I have called to see you, and to ♦*^;- \ t' /^\^ 
p .1. T^ • J X „ ' - -*^^» ^ ^^ seated hunself 
of theReeiden*-" -1 u- u 

— cutnF) '^ I always get a duur where you 

are." He wais dressed exactly in the same man- 
ner as the mayfaoon, b6ing the common dress of 
the country. Refreshments were then brought in ; 
we were treated with a very goo4 dishof tea, and 
good sweetmeats and biscuit; the vioeroy'stea^equi- 
page was much better than any I had seen before. 
This was the first visit that the mayhoon had ever 
received from the whoongfaee, and he seemed to 
be very huppy on the occasion ; and» as he un- 
doubtedly owed it to me^ it must tend to cond^ 
Hate his friendship for me ; but, exclusive of this, 
I have every reason to believe I stand very well 
in his gpod graces. A good deal of cheerful con- 
versation took plaoe^ and it gave me much plea^ 
sure to perceive I had gained ground at^very 
iijiterview. The Whoonghee again introduced tt)e 
subject of the sword, and was much gratified in 
finding I h^d it with me. After some con verta- 
ti(m respecting my busin6s9, it was agreed that I 
shoiild go down to Amarapoorah with the may^ 
hoon, when I could consult with him concerning 
it^ and give an answer to a pro{k>sal he had. to 
make to me from the whoonghee ; and then send 
the. result of our determinations by the rayfaoon 
and oqe of my own people to the whoonghee, 
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who would lay them before his majesty. The 
whoonghee said, he supposed his mcyesty would 
return to Amarapoorah in about a month ; that the 
rayhoon should stay to attend me, and that he 
thought me right in determining to wait at Amara- 
poorah till his majesty's return. He then rose 
and took his leaved and proceeded up the riyer to 
join his majesty. I suppose he was in the boat 
about three (|uarters of an hour. When he was 
gone, the mayhoon {miposed I should go down 
the river to Amarapoorah in my old boats ; that 
when there I should be provided with others ; and 
then, being near his dinner-hour, he retired^ 
When I arrived at my bungalow, the rayhoon 
gave me the whoonghee*s letter to his son, wrote 
on a cadjan leaf, in the manner of Malabarsi 
We immediately began to put our baggage on 
board the boats ; by night I had every thing oh 
board, and the bungalows were demolished by the 
boat people: The rayhoon brought his family- 
boat over to join my squadron, and the mayhoon 
Kent a war-boat to attend upon me. I slept op 
board my own boat, and find myself daily getting 
better, notwithstanding the fatigue I have under- 
gone these three last days. 

March 24. At six a.m. I left Patience Island, 
where I had been immured for near two 
months, for Amarapoorah. At nine made fast to 
the eastern main bank, about two miles to the 
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northward of the city^ to wait the orders of the 
Enga Tekaing's looto ; the rayhoon in GomjNuiy — 
he breakfasted with me. At half-past one the 
orders arrXyed, when he dropt down to the city, 
and made &8t to the main bank, near the south 
suburbs. The rayhoon requested me to remam 
on board the boats for this night, sajring he would 
go himself next morning to infomi the looto of 
my arrival, as he supposed they might wish to 
receive me with the respect and attention due to 
my rank. In the evening Mr. Burnett went up 
to look at the house which Mr. Agusar, the Ar- 
menian merchant, had offered me for my residence. 
March 25. About nine .a.m. the rayhoon 
came on board with a blank &ce, and told 
me I might go up to the house.; but he made no 
mention of any one being sent to conduct me. 
Anxious to quit the wretched boats I was in, I 
determined to waive ceremony ; and I there- 
iore set off with Mr. Burnett and my own suite, 
mounted on the horses given me by the whoon- 
ghee, a common cooley as our guide. Our road 
lay north along the banks of the river, about 
three-quarters of a mile, a number of shabby 
straggling houses on piles on our right hand ; we 
then turned up a street to the east, with very good 
tiled wck>den houses on both sides, which, in a 
short mile's distance, brought us to our house, 
situated on the south side of the street near the 
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-western centre gate of the fort, and distant fiom 
the main ditch of the fort about seventy or eighty 
yards. I found the house spacious, cool, and sub- 
stantial, raised about two feet above the level of 
the street, built of brick and mud, plastered, and 
terraced. I was employed throughout the day 
getting our baggage from the boats, for which 
purpose I was obliged to hire carts and cooleys, 
not the smallest notice having been talcen of me 
by government, nor a peon sent to guard us from 
the obtrusion of the rabble. 

March 26. Early in the morning I sent Mr. 
Rowland, my interpreter, to the mayhoon of 
Hunzawuddy, who has a house within the fort, 
to inform him of my being ashore, and my desire 
to have some private conversation with him, re- 
questing he would appoint a time either to wait on 
me, or me on him. He received him with his usual 
affiibility, inquired kindly after py health, ^c, and 
said he should be happy to see me the next morn- 
ing about eight o'clock. The rayhoon came to 
breakfast. After breakfast he told me he was 
going to pay his respects to the Enga Tekaing, 
and requested to know if I had any commands. 
I told him I had none, but that I should be happy 
to pay my respects to his highness whenever the 
mode of my reception was ascertained. He then 
hinted to me the paying » visit to the whooii- 
ghee's son, and other officers of government. I 
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asked him if that would be proper, considernig^ 
what had passed between me and the whoon- 
ghee; and whether the latter would not deem 
such conduct inconsistent. This question brought 
him to his recollection ; and he admitted that I 
could not visit the whoonghee*s son. He thefi 
shewed me a carboy of rose-water, which he had 
bought as a present for the Enga Tekaing, and 
requested of me to give him some trifling curio- 
sity in addition, for the same purpose ; four pieces 
of sannahs, and two of choppa romauls, to present to 
the whoonghees and other officers ; as he said it 
was customary amongst the Burmhans nei^r to go 
empty-handed to courts and that he had nothing of 
his own to offer, having been stripped during bis 
nine months' residence here. I told him it was 
nearly the case with me, as he had taken away 
all my little nick-nacks to give to his majesty and 
the joyal family ; that expense was no consi- 
delation with me : if he cx>uld purchieise any thing, 
I would give him money for the purpose. He 
candidly told me, that a trifle from me would 
be, more acceptable than any thing he could pu^ 
chase; I therefore gave him a gilt glass goo- 
lanbash, and the cloth, ^c, also a handsome 
quilted counterpane, which he had fiallen in love 
with himself. Employed the day in erecting 
sheds, ^c, for my people. About four p.m., the 
rayhoon returned, and, if I may judge from ap- 
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.pear^ces^ had not met with a very favourable 
TOpeption. (Indeed I have been told, he is no 
favourite with, the prince or his ministers, a cin- 
cumstance very pnobablie, a& the fietvourites of the 
father are oHen detested by the son). He told 
xne he had s6en the prince, who had asked him 
if J n^eant to remain at Amarapoorah till the 
return of ht$ majesty, or ptoceed to Rangoon? 
To which he replied, he did not kndw; but said 
he l^aew I wished to pay my respects to him 
as soon as I knew it would be agreeable to 
his highness^ who referred him for an answer to 
,his looto. He said he had afterwards met the 
mayhoon^ who is to' set off for Rangoon in two 
or three days,, and that it was his excelleiiey'd 
iopiinion, as well as his own, that I should pro- 
ceed to Rangoon, and return to settle what 
remained at some more convenient opportunity. 
Byway of intimidating me, he said that, when the 
mayhoon and he were gone, the common people, 
not knowing the terms on which I stood with his 
majesty, might insult me. * In reply I repeated 
what I had often said before, that I certainly 
should not leave Amarapoorah until my business 
was completed; indeed, that I could not, con- 
sistent with propriety, quit the place until I had 
had an audience of leave of his majesty ; that I 
should be sorry to be the means of detaining him 
from his government; that, however much I might 
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feel the loss of so able an adykier and friend, I re- 
quested that he would not remain here on mj 
account ; that I feared no insult, well assured no 
one dared insult me, however much indined 
some might be to treat me with slight and 
neglect; that he well knew that it had been 
agreed on between the whoonghee and me, at our 
last interview, that I was to come down to 
Amarq^poorah to settle all the points of my public 
business with the mayhoon, and then send the 
papers by him and Mr. Burnett to him, the 
whoonghee, when he would lay (hem before his 
majesty ; that the papers were already prepared, 
and I only waited to consult the mayhoon pre- 
vious to my sending them off For his satis&ction 
I shewed him the papers, and told him that, in 
due time, I should communicate the contents. 
He seemed surprised and puzzled, but ac- 
quiesced in the propriety of the resolution I had 
adopted. 

The truth is, both the mayhoon and he are 
unwilling to leave me behind, fearing that I 
might obtain too much influence at court; and 
are both anxious to return to their governments. 
I am fully persuaded, the slight I have received 
here has been intended to disgust me with the 
place, and induce me to quit it ; but they little 
know my temper, if they suppose I am to be 
influenced by so shallow a device. He promised 
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to meet me to-morrow at the mayhoon's, and took 
his leave. 

March 97. About eight a.m., I set out with 
Mr. Burnett on horseback, with my ordinary 
suite, to visit the mayhoon, whose house is in the 
fort. We entered the fort by the western gate, 
dose to my house, and found the mayhoon's 
residence situated on the north side of the 
palace: a commodious building of wood, within 
a compound, raised on piles, and tiled. I was 
not required to take off my shoes; however, 
when I came to the room prepared for our re- 
ception, the floor of which was carpetted, I took 
them off, out of compliment to his excellency. 
In the room was placed three chairs, one for the 
mayhoon, one for myself, and one for Mr. Burnett 
Shortly after I entered the room, the mayhoon 
came to me, shook me by the hand, and receivcid 
me with his usual afiability. After we were 
Seated, his wife came in, also his father and 
mother, a venerable pair ; his children, and se- 
veral of his relations. We conversed on various 
topics, and were entertained with tea and sweat- 
meats. I had brought a few carraway comfits 
in my pocket for his children, which were ac- 
cepted with pleasure ; the rayhoon and shabun- 
der came in while we were at tea. I shewed 
his excellency some papers I had drawn up for 
his majesty's consideration ; told him some of the 
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heads, but requested of him to send his writer 
and Mr. Moncourtuse, the translator, to my 
house, that they might be fully tr^mslated, as 
they were too long to discuss during a visit, and 
I was desirous of having his excellency's opinion 
of them before they were presented. He im- 
mediately gave orders to that effect, and then 
pressed me to return with him to Rangoon, using 
nearly the same arguments as had been urged by 
the rayhpon; adding, that he would leave a 
proper person to bring his majesty's answer to 
my request; that he had already his majesty's 
directions to comply with all my wished, so that 
it would be a needless trouble my remaining 
here. I endeavoured to evade the question, un- 
willing to give him a positive refusal, saying, I 
would consider of what he had stated after the 
papers were translated ; all I wanted at present 
was, to lay a solid foundation on which his ex- 
cellency and I might, at our leisure, raise a 
superstructure that might be highly beneficial to 
h^s mfkjesty's interest. I then told his excellency, 
that I had to request the favour, of his intro- 
ducing me to the Enga Tekaing., He replied, he 
would wait on the Enga Tekaing to know his 
pleasure, and would attend at his palace to re- 
ceive and introduce me; and that proper officers 
would be sent to conduct me. His excellency 
^as h&bifed in the common dress of the country; 
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and I observed, wore his sandals in the toom ; 
from whence I concluded he expected I should 
have worn my shoes. The rayhoon and sha- 
bunder were . seated on carpets, but his excel- 
lency had sent for the chairs for them, which 
they declined using. His &ther was seated on 
a stool. His excellency said, when we were at 
Rangoon, he would get me to assist in furnish- 
ing his house with tables and chairs in the Eu- 
ropean manner, which of course I readily pro- 
mised. From every thing I have observed, these 
people have a great inclination to adopt our 
manners, and are very partial to our manu- 
factures. After staying with him about two houm 
and a half, I retired, and returned to my own 
house, to which I was soon followed by the 
myhoon, writer, and translator, who were em- 
ployed the remainder of the day in translating 
tile papers. His excellency also sent two peons 
to guard the house; and the prince's looto, a 
number who enclosed the front of the house with 
a bamboo fence, to keep off the multitude. The 
rayhoon dined with us. 

March,28. The rayhoon came to conduct me to 
the Enga Tekaing's ; the prince also sent two ele- 
phants and two sandoghans to conduct me. .1 
had prepared some presents for the prince, and 
was preparing to set off, when a messenger 
anived from the prince desiring the visit might 
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be put off till twelre o'clock, in (frder, as it was* 
gaid, to give more time for my better reception ; 
at the same time, I was informed by the rayhoon, 
that the form of my reception was settled, as 
follows, viz.f that I was to proceed a certain 
distance on the elephants, and then dismount; 
that I was to walk from thence to the roundih 
where I was to wait till permission was obtained 
for my admission to the prince : at the gate of 
the palace I was to take off my shoes, and leave 
my punka and servants, and walk barefoot on the 
ground to the palace. I told the rayhoon, that 
these stipulations were contrary to what I had 
all along been taught to expect ; that, in agree- 
ing to take off my shoes at the ladder, I paid 
the prince a greater compliment than was paid by 
any of our Residents to the greatest princes in 
Hindostan; that I neither could or would do 
more. I also objected to dismounting till I came 
to the gate, or stopping any where ; the rayhoon 
immediately went to inform the mayhoon of this 
determination. About eleven o'clock the may- 
boon sent Mr. Moncourtuse to inform me, they 
would waive the ceremony of my going to the 
roundih, S^c.y but requested me to take off my 
shoes at the gate. I desired Mr. MoncourtiKO 
to tell his excellency, it gave me infinite concern 
to hesitate a moment in compljring with his' 
wishes, but, that I really could not deviate firom 
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my resolution; that I was willing to pay every 
manly respect to the prince, but requiring me to 
walk barefoot on the ground, was too great a 
sacrifice; About one o'clock the elephants were 
sent away, and Mr. Mohcourtuse returned to tell 
me, the visit was postponed till some further 
opportunity. I am pretty well informed, I owe 
this extraordinary conduct to the officious zeal of 
the rayhoon, who is desirous of paying his court 
to the prince, by obtaining this sacrifice of me 
to his pride. I also have learnt, that these sti- 
pulations were contrary to the advice of the 
eng^'s whodn, who has the reputation of being 
one of the most sensible men in the kingdom ; 
and, privately, have been given to understand 
that, as soon as the mayhoon and rayhoon are 
gone, I may visit the prince on my own terms ; 
as both him and his ministers are very desirous 
of seeing me. I have further learnt; that 
the rayhoon pressed the ^mayhoon, and enga's 
whoon, to urge niy departure for Rangoon : but; 
without any encouragement from either. He 
went from the fort to his own boat without calling 
to see me: I suppose very ill pleased with his 
want of success. Mr. Moncourtuse informed me, 
that. while he was at' the looto, messengers ar- 
rived fromBcJngal, who had been sQpt to demand 
SQme Burmhan fugitives who have taken refuge in 
the Company's territories. They reported, th«t 

N 
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the SoTMnof-General in reply had decriied them 
to sajr, l^t he had dejmted me as the Company's 
Resident at the Bonnhan court, and referred his 
majesty to me on the subject of their mission ; 
that some disturbances had broken out in the 
northern fiontiers of Bengal ; that the GoYemor- 
General had despatched a laige force to that 
quarter, and was about to leave Calcutta with a 
reinforcement himself, (I suppose these distuib- 
ances are in the pAovinoe of Oude). They gave 
filrther information, that a ship, called the 
Dudaloy, belonging to some Burmhan subjects 
at Rangoon, sailing uilder Burmhan colours and 
passport, had been captured by a French pri- 
inleer in Balasire Roads. By this ship I had 
a^nt a gold Iratch, two boKtfs of fossils, of mi- 
neral water, and sevefal letters, which^ of course, 
are all lost ; but my regret for my pritate loss, 
I hope, will be compensated fully hy the advan- 
tage that will accine tb the interests of my 
nation, as this event must tend to exasperate the 
Burmhaas against the French. 

I . forgot to mention yesterday^ that late in the 
evening Mr. Jhansey brought me more m^aey, 
in part payment due for the coins. He de- 
nominated ^e silver five and eight per cent, but 
had he denominated it S5 aAd 40, he would 
have been nearer the truth ; but I defiermd say- 
ing any thing on the subject till the whole pay- 
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Ubeftt^wttfirraode^ and the Mtef of eschaBge stated/ 
wbeib I' cai»' g^t a< pl»|le^ a^ajK and undecetTe 
them: ia thi^ir b^pea of ;di&&iiudilig« me. Indeed; 
the eoodnct of the officeis of goveismneiit in this 
tesj^eol is tndy shameful, aaid calls aload fM 
redress; 

Latci in the evtoing^ ^ta Moneourtuse called 
and infonsed m^ that a boat had arrived at Ran.- 
goon *with letters^ for whom he .did not know; 
hut leafebt that two sUps had airived at RaisbH 
goon. 

March 99. In the morning, Mr. Monconrtuse 
and the miqrhoon's sheredoghee came to. me^ 
with a letter firom' the mayhoon, which ccmtained 
in 8ab$toBC0 the aignments he had used before* 
to induce me to go with him to Rangoon, and 
requesth^ I would hold myself in readiness to 
mioye in five days. I immediately wrote him' an 
answer, poiBiking out how contradictory bis re? 
quest was to the arrangement setded in his boat 
by the whoonghee ; the impropriety of my leavr 
ing Amanpoorah without concluding my binsi* 
ness, and taking a regular lea^e of his mcyesty ; 
and, requesting he would appoint a time and 
plaoe for us. to discuss the objects of my mission* 
The rayhoon did not come nigh me this day. 
In the evening I got one of the poi^iahs tp assay 
the: silver that had been paid me, and found the 
kind they called five per cent was fifteen per cent 
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worse than flo¥rered silver, or twenty-five worse* 
than pure ; and the kind they call eight per cent.,, 
twenty-seven and a half worse than pure silver. 

March 90. Early in the morning Mr. Moncour- 
tttse called on me, and informed me that he had 
a very disagreeable message to deliver from the 
mayhoon, which was, that as I declined taking his 
advice, he must break off all intercourse with 
me ; that he would never come to my house, 
again, and requested I would not go to his. To 
which I returned the following written reply : — 
You will be pleaised to inform his excellency the 
mayhoon, that I have heard the message you 
were ordered to deliver, but cannot believe his 
excellency so far forgets the rights of hospitality, 
or the respect due to my public station, as to 
intend, that I should consider it as conveying his 
serious sentiments. Many things may occur in 
the course of my mission which, although they do 
not immediately coincide with his excellency's 
wishes, yet, when explained, may appear in a 
different light, and prove highly advantageous to 
the interests of his majesty; but, whether or 
not, the performance of my duty should never 
be made a cause for^his excellency's withdrawing 
his friendship from me. - 

On my part, .1 beg you will fissure his excel- 
lency, that nothing c^n abate my esteem and 
respect for himr and that I trust he will ulti- 
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mately-find tee desetrlng of ati equal retufti. In 
the meantime, I earnestly elitreat of hid excel- 
lency to recall his message, and not to pertnit 
the suggestions of madmen to interrupt the hieur- 
mony isubsisting between us; much more, by in- 
sulting me, the rfepresentative of the English 
Government-General, to endanger the harmony 
between the two nations ; for, an insult ofi^red 
to me, will be considered ad aimed at those 
who deputed me. That I repeat the request I 
made yesterday, to be favoured with an ifiter- 
Tiew, when we might talk these matters over in 
an amicable manner; and, as I hoped, reconcile 
every thing to his excellency's wishes^; at least 
convince him of the propriety of my conduct, and 
of the injury he did me in construing a diflfer- 
ence of opinion on a point of public duty into 
disrespect, as it had been, and ever should be; my 
endeavour to prove the sincerity of my esteem 
and friendship for him. 

With this message he went away and joined 
the rayhodn, who was waiting for him ait a-' house 
at some distance, and then both proceeded to* the 
mayhoon's. 

It is very remarkable, that while this imper^ 
tihent message was delivering to me, the may- 
boon and his wife were treating my itoterpreter, 
Mr. Rowland, with every marie of kindness and 
attention. I had sent him early in the morning 
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to obUki a permit for supplying my liouge with 
stock ; they detained him for near three hours in 
their private room, made him sit down by them, 
and gave him tea, ^c, their whole discouAe 
being on me, my business and intentions, without 
one word escaping them alhisive to the messi^ 
above recited. 

About one o'clock, Mr. Moncoortuse retarded, 
and informed me he had deliyered iny message 
to the mayhoon, before the ra]|^oon and sha- 
bunder, and that his excellency ^q[)eared sony 
for having sent me the message. He had tiot, 
however, authorized him to recall it, but directed 
him to call again in the evening. He mentioned 
several other parts of the conversation that oc- 
curred, which I foibear reciting, as coming from 
such dubious authority. 

I know the mayhoon to be a good «aan^ not 
deficient in sense, but too open to the artifices 
of designing men, and, therefore, constantly 
wavering in his opinions and conduct. Surely, 
never had poor diplomatique wight such a strange 
crew to deal with as has fallen to my lot, ignor 
rant of the first principles of govemmeat, policy* 
or politeness, and their words, actions, and sen- 
timents, continually at variance ; detesting, liack- 
biting, and undermining each other, yet ocnr 
sionidly combining to perplex tne. I know that 
the mayhoon neither vespects nor esteems the 
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layhoon utr dbabimder, and is sv> gK^y be- 
loved hy the kin^ ind roynl fiiniily, $& toiplooe 
him above their madiinationd. Yet.be saeriftces 
hid opinion to their views. The rayhoon depends 
solely on the favour of his majesty, and, lib^e 4II 
fiEm>urites, is detested by all the rest df the ^durtj 
and, vain of his infiuenee, return«i the complimef^ 
with interest. The shabunder apd he, in par- 
ticular, are bitter enemies ; yet, on the preseixt 
Oecasion, it should seem he had joined the sh^^ 
bunder again^rt me. The shabunder, I know, to 
be a eonfinned enemy to* me, and the Englif^ 
interest, and therefore am not Gifirprised i^t ai^y 
opposition from him ; he is shallow, conceited, an^;! 
maiicious, and like many other little despicable 
animids, capable of doing mischief, but incapable 
of doing good. Mr. Moncourtuse, the tmnslator, 
I know, hates both the myhoon and shf^bunder, 
but, at the same time, fearing them» pl»ys their 
game, when he would make me believe be 
is saving me. I give him credit for his wishes 
to thwart them, but none for his own sincerity 
towards me ; indeed, he is such an habitufj liar> 
as to be incapable of tellifag the truth were he 
ever so much inclined. Yet this man lutfi I 
obliged to employ, and occasionally to Qonfide 
in ; so that I have to contend anct maniac th^ 
mayhooa's vanity, and weakness, and versatility ; 
the f^yhoon's art, impertinence, and ambi^io^i i 
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the shabunder's cunning and malignity; .and the 
translatar's corrupt mind and.tergivetsation. 

About two o'clock the shabunder, cash-keeper, 
^c, came to pay me the balance due on account 
of the coins. Before I permitted them to pio- 
ceed on weighing, I requested to know the rate 
tf( exchange at which they meuit to pay me. .The 
shabunder informed me, weight for weight of the 
five per cent, silver for the siccas, or 100 ticals 
five per cent, for 125 sicca rupees, which I refused 
to receive : he therefore retired for further orders. 
The may boon's wife had desired Mr. Rowland to 
get'for her from me some nutmegs; I therefore 
availed myself of the opportunity to send him to 
her with a copy of the message I had sent the 
mayhoon in the morning, fearing it had not been 
truly delivered. He returned about half-past^ix 
in the evening, and informed- me that the may- 
hoon was out, 6ut that the lady received him» 
and wrote down herself a translation of my mes 
sage, aiid promised to make the mayhoon ae 
quainted with it when he returned at night.. She 
chided him for not having come oftener to the 
house, assured him of her friendship, and almost 
frightened him with her attentions. The Bhi^ 
bunder coming in while they were busy with the 
translation, she told him to go avray, as she had 
private business with Mr. R., and even wcwld not 
permit her servairts to be present. . This lady has 
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the reputation of great abilities, and is said to 
render her husband great assistance in his public 
business. Mr. Moncourtuse called about seven, 
and informed me he had been at the mayhoon's, 
but. finding that he was gqne to the/enga te- 
kaing's, he went to the enga*s whoon's, and 
waited till he came out. The whoon told him, 
that while he was at the prince's the rayboon 
came there, and told the prince I would -not go 
to Rangoon. The prince, in reply, told him, that 
it certainly depended on my pleasure, and that 
he should not interfere without a positive order 
from his father. The old gentleman sent me a 
present, of two water-melons, desired Mr. Mon- 
courtuse to present his compliments to me, and 
to assure me. he should be most happy to render 
me any service in his power. 
. I understand the rayhoon*s wife left him this 
morning, so that he has now his share of trouble, 
which I hope will induce him, in future, tahave 
more compassion on me ; in truth, I think I have 
gone through my pvobation of patience. 
'. March 31. This morning the may boon sent his 
baggage on board his boat. I learn that he is 
positively to embark for Rangoon to-morrow mom* 
ing. - He and his family were all day at the enga 
tekaing's, taking leave. About eleven A.M. his 
people came to pay me the balance due for the 
xoin&, and were wrftqgling till five in the evening 
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wii}i my poieat, ar shroff, in settlhig ikk trifling 
aoeount, and «fter all did not finish. Paid Mr 
Jhansey, the shabunder, the ^amount due to him 
by me; -he set off for Rangoon about noon. At 
fire P.M. I sent Mr. Rowland, my inteipreter, to 
the mayhoon, to leam when it would be agree- 
ilble for his esoelleney to see me. His lady, as 
soon jas he entered the house, told him, in a 
Jocular way, " Well, I have done my duty, yau 
may now ihiish the business yourself." The 
mayhoon then told him he was perfectly oon- 
yinced of my friendship, and that what he liad 
said proceeded from the great regard he had for 
me, as he mudi feared I should experience both 
disgust and inconyenience after his departure, and 
without deriying any adequate benefit; he added^ 
that he was to embwk early the next mornings 
and would be happy to see me on board his boat, 
where we might haye some jmyate conyeisation. 
I saw nothing of the rayhoon this day. 

April 1. The mayhoon and his family passed 
to his boat, and he sent me a message to inlbm 
me he would be glad to see me. About a quarter 
of an hour afterwards I went to him with my 
usual retinue. I found him alone in his boat, and 
satisfieu^torily explained to him the necessity imd 
propriety of my conduct ; and communicated many 
other little matters to him, which I had loog 
wished to state, but had no opportunity befo^f 
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I haye evwy xeaRon to hope this iatefriew will 
be attended with the happiest eieetB. We-tben 
settled the plan of my proceedings, ami his bio- 
ther-ia-law coining in, he reoommended my in- 
terest to his particular care. He told me he would 
occasionally wait on me, and attend on me when- 
ever I sent for him. This gevtleman is connected 
to the mayhoon by a double tie. His sister is 
married to the mayhoon, and be is married to dM 
mayhoon's sister. He holds a confidentiid post 
in the enga tekaing's household. I then fe- 
^lested the &your of the mayhoon's giving me an 
introductory letter to the enga tekaing. He 
told me it was unnecessary, as he had already 
doue his duty by me in that respect, having re- 
commended me in the .strongest teims to all his 
friends ; adding, that they well knew eveiy good 
or ill that might befied me, would be felt by him 
the same as if ha{q)eniag to himself; for that we 
were (to use his own words) ** two bodies and one 
soul :" in short, he said every thing in his artless 
manner to convince me he had die sineerest friend- 
ship for me. He then gave ordefs to the mew- 
j^T^ to remain with me, and to be carefid in 
obeying my orders: he also directed that Mr. 
Monoourtase, the translator, and one of the Ran- 
goon king's linguists, dboold remain to attend my 
offders. I jMresented his lady with a sandal-wood 
esonitoive, and his daug^r with a pearl nec^- 
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lace, -with which they were highly pleased. We 
promised to correspond, shook hands, and Itook 
leave. As I was going out of the door, I said I 
hoped he would remember me. He replied, that 
his heart was too full to say all that he wished or 
felt, but that I might be assured where he gave 
his hand he also gave his heart I then' took 
leave of his lady, who appeared much affected. 
She said I was very wrong not to go with her, as 
they would have taken every care of me ; that I 
should now be left quite a stranger, without 
friends, and God only knew what might happen 
to me. 

I left these good people with much regret; 
they seem happy in themselves and family, and 
are highly esteemed by all who know them ; but 
this regret was amply compensated by the satis- 
faction derived ffom the success of my interview, 
and the pleasing hope of being numbered lunong 
their friends. When I returned home, I made up 
a packet of letters for Calcutta, and gave them 
in charge to a Mussulman merchant going to 
Rangoon. The mayhoon's brother-in-law paid me 
visit on his return from the boat. The mangies 
of the boat that came up wit^ me, called to take 
their leave, and informed' me they were loaded, 
aad going down with the mayh(>on. I understand 
the rayhoon is to go to Rangoon, but have not 
seen him^ The chekoy who came^up-with me 
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called to take his leave. He wanted to borrow 
500 ticals of me, but, as I had no desire to 
lose his friendship, I excused myself; besides, I 
had already given him a present adequate to his 
services. 

April 3. ' In the morning sent my interpreter; 
Mr. Rowland, with a carboy of rose-water to the 
enga's whoon, to make my acknowledgments for 
his civilities. He sent me a polite message in 
return, and a present of a bunch of cocoa-nuts. 
I also sent him to inquire of the whoonghee's son 
if he had received his father's letter respecting 
me. He received him very politely, and said he 
had received his father's letter, and should be 
happy to render me any service in his power. 
His lady sent me a present of a lacquered betel 
box. In the forenoon the enga's treasurer paid 
me a visit. In the evening a procession of votive 
ofierings for the Burmhan priests passed by, being 
the commencement of their water-feast, Hooly or 
Saturnalia, which commences the first moon after 
the sun's entering Aries. 

AprU 4. During the morning, groups of women 
passing through the streets paying visits, a re- 
spectable matron and her family did me the ho- 
nour of one. I received an indirect messas^e 
from the rayhoon through Mr. Moncourtuse, in- 
timating that he hoped I Would make him a pre- 
sent. I desired Mr. M. to advice him as from 
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himself, that it would be better for him to ptjr 
me a visit, as his absenting himself from my house 
without cause had an extraordinary appeamaeei 
and that if he should leave Amarapoorah without 
calling on me, it might tend to eradicate the faveuf* 
able opinion I had of him, and invalidate any claim 
to attention he might have on me. In tbe evenwg 
I received a visit from the chekoyof Tavay^ a 
sensible polite man, who seemed very desirous of 
cultivating my acquaintance, which, of ooune, I 
encouraged. 

AprU 5. Early in the momiag I seat Mr. Bur- 
nett and the interpreters to the enga's wboon, to 
know when it would be agreeable to the prince 
to favour me with an audience, and to intimate 
to him the manner in which I expected to be re- 
ceived. Also to inform him, that I should be 
happy to pay my respects to km if he would re- 
ceive me as the mhee whoonghee, and return my 
visit. To the first part of the message he replied^ 
that all my wishes would be acceded to, except the 
wearing my shoes to the foot of the ladder of the 
enga's palace, as it was customary for the first 
men of the country to take off their shoes at the 
gate. He would not answer definitively, but 
would consult with the prince, and send me an 
answer in the evening. In respect* to the latter, 
he should be happy to see me whenever it suited 
my convenience on my own terms, and would re- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IK THE BURMHAN £MPIRB« 101 

turn my visit with pleasure. I abo sent Mr* 
Rowland with a present to the mhee whoonghee's 
son and wife, in return for the present which she 
had sent me. They were much pleased with my 
attention, and the whoonghee's son said he would 
come and see me as soon as I had visited the 
enga tekaing, as it might give offence if he were 
to come before. He also informed Mr. R. that 
he expected his majesty would return to Amahir 
poorah in about ten days. I punished a sepoy of 
my guard with three doz^a lashes for striking a 
Burmhan w<Hnan, and behaving insultingly to the 
naig. 

April 6, Early in the morning I sent Mr. Bur- 
nett to the chief whoonghee, to know when it 
would be agreeable to him to receive my visit, 
but he had not returned from the Looto. He 
therefore did not see him. 

April 8. I forgot to mention yesterday that the 
rayhoon sent me a messi^e saying, he was. going 
down the river, and requested to know if I had 
any commands. Returned for answer, I had no 
particular commands, but was sorry he had left 
the place without seeing me, as he must have 
been convinced by my conduct towards him, tha^ 
I had a regard for him. His man apologized b] 
snjing, the rayhoon was afraid I should detain 
him ; but the truth is, he well knowing I was 
foUy infontted of his mameuvres and tergiversa- 
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tion was ashamed to see me. Where there is 
some shame there may be some hopes of refor- 
mation ; and I trust the lessons he has received 
will deter him from attempting to trifle widi me 
another time. 

April 9. In the forenoon died one of the horses 
presented me by the whoonghee; the carcase 
was begged by the Burmhans to eat. The tribe 
of smiths, including all the artificers in metals, 
are •particularly fond of horse-flesh, supposing it 
best calculated to recruit the strength wasted by 
working at their forges. Animals that have died 
from disease are, in general, eaten by the inha- 
bitants of the country who are fond of flesh ; but 
as metempsychosists, they are prohibited from 
killing animals for food. In this they resemble 
their. neighbours the Chinese ; and I apprehend 
this filthy custom of eating the flesh of diseased 
animals is the cause of a dreadfiil disorder which 
attacks the extremities with ulcerous sores, which 
soon mortify, and leave those who survive dis- 
gusting and mutilated objects. The beggars of 
the country are chiefly composed of this class, 
and wander about the country in groups ; assem- 
bling at the feasts of the principal pagodas, where 
they are relieved by the bounty of the devout 
and humane. Coming up the river we met two 
or three squadrons of little boats belonging to 
these wretched pilgrims, going with their families 
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to the southward ; except these it is rare to see 
a beggar in the Burmhan dominions. They 
seem to be lieensed by their peculiar misfortunie ; 
the other poor^ as for as I can learn, are subsisted/ 
at the baws or cottages of the poonghees ; for 
which purpose, the poonghees of each monastery, 
make a procession early every morning to appro- 
priated quarters of the town, to collect the do- 
nations of the charitable, which, in general, con- 
sist of boiled rice, vegetable curries, and fruit. 
About four o'clock, a messenger arrived in a war-' 
boat, from court express, with an order from his 
majesty to the mayhoon of Hunzawuddy, to pro- 
ceed to Rangoon without me, and for me to 
return to Amarapoorah if I had left it with him ;• 
also to inform me that his majesty would retani to 
Amarapoorah in a few days, and wished t6 see me. 
The messenger had orders to follow us as far down' 
the river as Rangoon, so that if I had followed' 
the mayhoon's advice I should have had. the- 
trouble of returning. It appears that his majeiSLty* 
bad been informed I had left Amarapoorah at th^* 
ite9tan<ie of the mayhoon, contrary to his wishes^ 
and intentions ; it must therefore be pleading to 
him, to learn that I had resisted such imprudent 
advice. The messenger informed me that he had 
been two days in coming from court; that his ma- 
jesty had ciit down an immense quantity of wood^ 
to biicn bricks for his pagoda ; also two. large trees; 
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Uji xa^e.i^l^Ui whidi he intended should be 
t^Jargest e¥er jseen ifi the Bvrmhua dominions. 
Hq pp>8pQge9 that eaoh * racket shall contain 3|0OO 
i?fe^^,ofi.lOj(5PQ pojupd^ pf pQ'^der, I gave, the 
m^spnger^a pr^s^, -j^d he set off. immediately. 
tp/i^l^^JlMs^mi^e^ty of ^^^ being here ; vearjr hgkppy 
aX/Qie i speedy an4 su<:s4;^ssful temunation of his 
miliiiion.. H^ did not stay to coi|M»unieajte his 
m^s^e.to any; of th^ govemment^'of Amora- 
poorah; Irtherefoire thought it^a proper opportunity 
oi^ paying a con^pUment, to the enga'ai ^hoon, by 
ip^^rqfiipig him^ of it ; he returned - me a polite 
an^i^^er^ .saying, he ^as very h^jptpyto^ hear the 
news, and flatte;re,d by theimark of my friendship 
ipc^ommiM^ipating it tohim. . - , 

; ApfH 10- X 36nt Mr. Qurnett and the two inter- 
prQtien.tptthe enga's whoon^ to leam whether 
th«. ceremonials of my audience with the Enga 
Tekfung-w^Stisftded. He receivecl him politely, 
an4 ppai^ised if he would call the sfMiie hour next 
df^y^ ihe; would' give him a definitiYO* answer: at 
the san^e time I desired him to ask. if it ^puld b^ 
agreeable ta the Enga.Tekaing, ;ny giving, alms 
to the ppongheeS' according ;t^ the: custom of the 
BuQnJti9.nsi.^ . ! I ) . 

i 4pril 11. . Mr» l^raett apd the interpreters went 
to : the enga's whoqn, w;ho r^myed him^ politely 
as befoire. but bad not been able tp settle the 
point of my reception; among pther matters, I 
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had referred to the enga's whoon for his advice, 
whether it would be agreeable to his majesty for 
me to give charity to the poonghees, accoirding to 
Ae custom of the country ; he said he would refer 
it to the Enga Tek«ng, who he was sure would 
consider it as a great compliment. In the evening 
I received a polite message from the Enga Te- 
kaing, expressive of the pleaisure he had received 
from my proposal, and assuring me of its meet- 
ing his majesty's approbation. 

April 13. His majesty has been pleased to pro- 
hibit the throwing water usual at this festival, which 
seems to be a great disappointment to the ladies ; 
they are, however, indulged in parading the 
streets, and paying visits to their several pagodas 
and friends in their gala dresses ; many of them 
have honoured me with their company. I received 
a message from the enga's whoon, containing 
many polite excuses for the delays in the cere- 
monial of my audience, and with the strongest 
assun^ices of his friendship, and readiness at all 
times to serve me. He requested me to wait pa- 
tiently a few days, and he would take care to 
have every thing settled to my satisfaction. I ap- 
prehend the delay arises from their having sent 
for his majesty's instructions on the subject. 

AprU 14. This morning I began to distribute 
charity to the Burmhan poonghees, served out 
rice and plantains to 150 of them ; bought a set 

o t 
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of the Bormhan chessmen, and began to learn to 
play the game according, to their mode. The 
form and powers of the pieces are neaily the same 
as ouiB, the YariatioQ in the game arises chiefly 
from the mode of placing them, but I defer a 
fuller description until I am better instructed. 
Sereial small sapphires and rubies have been of- 
fered me for sale, but of inferior value, and at a 
very exorbitant price. Many horses have also 
been ofiered for sale,, smart little ponies ; but the 
prices they ask at present are beyond all modera- 
tion; for a decent gelding, not above twelve hands 
high, they ask 1200 or 1300 rupees : indeed, it 
is nearly the same with every thing I want to 
purchase, from whence it should seem they think 
me deficient in wit and abounding in money. 

April 16. In the evening I received a visit from 
the king's chief cossay bramin, and several other 
inferior bramins. In appearance they are very 
much like Bengalese ; the chief bramin pretends 
to divination, or palmistry: consulted the lines 
on our hands, and told our fortunes in the usual 
capt. I shewed him some Bengal writing, which 
he rrad with fieu^ility, and also read a little shans- 
crit He excused his want of knowledge, saying, 
it was. forty years since he was taken prisoner, 
and brought into this country. He spoke Hin- 
dostannee tolerably correct; from him I learnt 
that the kingdom of Meikley, formerly populous 
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and fertile, was desolated by the mcarBions of the 
Buxmhans; that they never hieul been able en- 
tirely to' reduce it, as the rajah, and inhabitants, 
when unable to withstand them in the field, Te^ 
tired to their fastnesses in the jungles. He told 
me he was about seyenty-five years of age^ 
and was still hale and robust: in stature he 
was about six feet high. It being late, he begged 
leave to retire, and promised to call another 
time. 

April 20. In the evening Mr. Moncourtuse 
called to inform me, that orders had come from 
his majesty, for him to go to court to translate 
the letters lately arrived from Arrakan. The 
enga whoon's writer did not come to-day. The 
slightest pretence serves them as an excuse fof 
idleness. Thennometer, morning, 8^; noon, 90^; 
evening, 91^; night, 88°. 

AprU 21. Being desirous of writing to the 
whoonghee by Mr. Moncourtuse, I sent a writCen 
message by him to the looto, to know what 
reason I was to assign for my not having been 
honoured with an interview with the Enga 
Tekaing. They returned me a polite answer; 
saying, the delay arose from their waiting for a 
fortunate day, and which they hoped would 
shortly occur. In the meantime they begged me 
to have patience, assuring me no slight was 
intended. 
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« AprUWi. In thk moraiug I tried a baU^b of 
paper» nine feet lA diameter, and bbout siidecaft 
in. height, with .st^irits of wine; but the air vms 
too much ibrefied for it to rise» though perfectly 
inflated. About seven o'clodc, Mr. Moneourtuae 
called on me^ and informed me, he had received 
his des|iatches from the looto. I wrotO' a letter 
for die m^e whoonghee, and gave it him to de* 
liver. Gave orders to the mewjerry to look oat 
for a boat fit to despateh to Rangoon for a su{^ly 
of necessaries, ^c. 

April 2d. In the evening the same messenger, 
who before came to me from his majesty^ came 
down in a gilt boat, and brought me a wiitten 
message from hia majesty^ importing, that he 
would be at Amarapoorah in five days moie ; that 
he intended going down with me to . Hunsa- 
wuddy, to establish me there oh an equality wiA 
the mayhoon. The messenger, his migesty's 
body-servant, returned to' him imme<fiately, upon 
receiving my answer. I gave him a handsome 
present for himself and the boat's crew. . 

AptU 36. This piorpijoig ib^ing the first of the 
new moon; I gave a. i^Aritoble feast in tiie 
Burmhan style^ to twenty-one poonghees.' I tried 
Die balloon agajn wi^ a furnaoe, but .in spite of 
all our effi>rts it would not rise; this must be at* 
tributed, in the first instance, to the extreme 
rarity of the air, and, in the second, to the bad- 
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Hess of the paper. I sent' Mr. Rowland widi a 
present to the paekaam whoongtese, and to obtain 
an order 'firom him fbr my hircarrali to pass down 
the riyer unmolested. He received him With 
great attention, and expressed hiia sorrow, thi^ 
he had not yet bad the pleasure of seeing me'; 
and promised to send the ordei* M tx^elve o'clock. 
In the morning, there passed by three Bengal 
horses, brought by the way 6f Arrakan, £or bi^ 
majesty ; they were but indifferent musters. 

April 38. In the evening, one 4>f my servants 
detected a Burmhan shroff using false weights. 
I sent and had him apprehended, but strong in*- 
tercessioh beiftg made by the inhabitants to pari 
don the man, the crime being tapital, I agreed 
to drop the prosecution, on his taking an oath, 
never to commit the like oflfence again. 

April'^. I received a visit from one of the 
king's head ruby merchants^ and learnt from him 
seveml particulars relative to the working of the 
mines, and of the cotton trade to China. In the 
Evening some of the sepoys of my guafd detected 
other Burmhan shr(^ using false weights, but 
very impropeily received a bribe to conceal the 
ihct. I sent to have the money returned, and 
have the parties apprehended, but they 'had ab^ 
^conded. ; • . . 

AprU 30. Mr. Moncourtuse returned from court; 
and informed me, that he had translated the 
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Goveraor-G^neral's letter to the mayfaoon of 
Arrakaus which contained in substance as follows: 
That he had deputed me as agent for the Bengal 
Govemttient to the court of Amarapoorah, and 
referred his n^jesty to me for the arrangement 
of all matters of discussion between the two 
goTemments ; in consequence of which, bis ma- 
jesty had directed the mhee whoonghee to. send 
orders tp the looto of the regency, to state the 
deinands of the Burmhan government, respecting 
the fugitives who had fled from Arrakan into the 
Company's territories. Mr. Moncourtuse shewed 
me the order lie 'bad brought down.firom the 
mhee whoonghee to that effect; and delivered 
me a copy of the list of the fugitives. By th^ 
direction of the mhee whoonghee, he had trans- 
lated to that minister the letter I had sent by 
him: he further informed me, that the mhee 
whoonghee was much pleased with my letter aiid 
conduct, in resisting the importunities of the 
Btogoon government: severely condemned them; 
and said he had a great mind to send for the 
rayhoon back again ; adding, although he escapes, 
now, he will not remain long in his present 
government. He asked if his son had been to 
see me; and when Mr. Moncourtuse informed 
him he had not, he directed him, immediately on 
his arrival at Amarapoorah, to call on him, and 
inform him, that it wais his positive orders, that 
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be should wait on me at least every other day! 
His majesty inquired very* particularly after me 
of Mr. Moncourtuse, as to my situation, and 
whether I. had recovered of the indisposition I 
laboured under while at Mheghoon; and seemed 
happy when informed that I was perfectly re- 
covered. It further appears that his majesty was 
well pleased at the reception and attention paid 
at Calcutta to the messenger, (who is no more than 
a writer to the mayhoon of Arrakan), from the 
Arrakan government ; and to find that his report 
of the Govemor*General's letter to him and my 
lux^unt tallied so perfectly. While he was at 
court, accounts arrived from the Biirmhan army, 
informing his maj^ty that, when they arrived 
within twelve days' march of Yizalley, messengers 
from thence had arrived in camp with letters, 
requesting them to halt, as the j^rincess intended 
for his majesty, with her retinue, would join 
them in a few days ; these accounts had also served 
to please his srajesty. According to Mr. Mon- 
courtuse, it seems very uncertain when his ma 
jesty may return to Amarapoorah. One cause of 
delay is, that there is not water enough in the 
river £)r his boat ; biit I do not rely much on this 
report, as his majesty's motions are very irregular 
and unforeseen, it being a part of his policy to 
conceal his movements, with a view no doubt to 
keep his officers alert and attentive to their duty. 
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Mr; Mohcourtuseittfiirmed me» thiit he was gok^ 
to deliver the letters to the pack«ah whoonghee, 
and reqdiested to know if I bad any mesaage to 
send. I told him that 1 had nonb Erectly from 
myaelf, bnt directed him to taldnn die whooi^hee 
and ehga's whoon, as privately fromhimaelf, that 
he knew I would receive no public letter from 
ihem ujitil I had been publicly received i as the 
agent of the Bengal Government, and treated with 
the respect due to my rank. I have been now here 
thirty-six days ; I was permitted to land without 
the smallest attention paid me ; to provide a house 
for myself and for the maintenance of my &mily 
without receiving the smallest aid from the mem- 
bers of government, in their puUic capacity ; nor 
has one person of rank been to visit me. I there^ 
fore thought tbis a proper opportunity to refresh 
the memories of the regent's ministers, and to 
enforce my claims to the attention due to me. I 
foresaw when I landed, that I should have some 
difficulty in managing the pertinadty of those aged 
and sagaciotis counsellors, but reljring on my old 
remedies, patience, and perseverance, I had littl^ 
doubt of ultimately succeeding, and hope the mo* 
mentis near at hand; as it should seem their con- 
duct towards me has not the sanction of hia ma^ 
jesty, and my present resolution must necessarily 
bririg the contest to an issue one way or other, Be« 
fore IVIr. Moncourtuse left the house, the Arrakan 
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measengtt oalied to pay iae n yvat ; h6 apf>eared 
to be a steady inteUigent man» deeply impreteed 
with the wonders he had seen, and sensible of 
ithe attentions that had been paid him. He cheels 
fully answerad all my queries ; and from him I 
learnt in substance as loUows:— lihat he set off 
from Anakan in one.of the country boats; got to 
Islanuiibad in twenty days; the length of hib 
passage, owing to bad weiither ; that, at Chitta* 
gong, he was heritably received by the bhief, 
was furnished with el^hants to make excursions 
in the country, and a guard to escort, him to 
Calcutta. 'From Islamabad he proceeded by 
the way of Lackipore and the Sunderbunds, t6 
the Salt-Wid:er Liike ; landed at Baligant, and 
proceeded frota thence to Calcutta, wius fifteen 
days on his passage ; that, when he arrived at 
Calcutta, the Goveraor-Generil had a house hired 
for him near the Bankishall, at S$0 rupees n 
month rent, and allowed him 900 rupees a month 
for his expenses ; that he was admittied to An 
audience' shortly after hod arrival, and' very kindly 
received; that on his way to the govenunent 
house, his followers cariryln^ their arms, they 
stopt ne^r the gate And debated amongst them<^ 
selves, whisther they should not leave their arms 
behind, according to the'Bwranfaan custom; that» 
while they were hesitating, ati officer dttne ou| 
and desired them, much to their surprii^; to jpko^ 
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ceed as they were ; that, haying expressed a 
desire to see the fort, the Goyemor-General iras 
pleased to send him a palankin and person to con- 
duct him, who shewed him the fort, the arsenal, and 
troops exercising, with all which he was highly 
astonished and delighted. Tha number of ships, 
the buildings, the European shops, the roads, 
horses, aiid carriages, all excited his admiration. 
The ladies, he declared, were angels, surpassing all 
that he had seen before ; and Calcutta altogether 
deserving the name of one of the four paradises. 
He said, that the secretary informed him, that a 
doctor was appointed, and ready to set out to 
join me ; and that my letters would be forwarded 
by him. He further informed me, that while he 
was at Calcutta, a letter arrived frtmi the nabob 
of Oude to the Governor-General,, stating, that 
he had received a letter from Zemaun Shaw, in- 
forming him that he had taken Lahore, and was 
advancing to the eastward to re-establish the 
Mahomedan government in India, requesting to 
know whether he would join him. The Go- 
vernor-General had, in consequence, sent a body 
of 15,000 men to reinforce our army at the fron- 
tier. That further intelligence arriving from the 
same quarter, the Governor-General himself had 
set off for Lucknow with a further reinforcement ; 
he further said, that the Governor-General had 
informed him, that Captain Symes was gone to 
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iBurope; he confirmed the report of the French 
priyateers haying captured seyeral yessels in the 
Balasore Roads, and concluded with safing, that 
he had fiuthfully reported to his majesty, all that 
he had seen and heard, as fiur as he could hope 
for belief ; but that many things were so incie- 
dible, that he dared not relate them. I enter* 
tuned him with tea, ^c, and he promised to 
call on me before he set off for Arrakan. He 
crossed oyerland from Arrakan to Chainbainmew 
on the Emwuddie, in seyen days, being the 
nearest road, but rugged, jpassable by elephants 
and horses, but not by carts ; and was eight days 
coming from thence to Amaiapooiah* In the 
proper season, he thinks, the journey from 
Amaiapoorah to Calcutta may be made in forty* 
fiyedays. 

M(^ 1. In the afternoon, Mr. Moncourtuse 
called on me, and informed me that, he had re- 
ported what I had directed to the puckam whoon- 
ghee, who excused himself for the neglect to-^ 
wards me, by saying, that neither his majesty^ 
or the mhee whoonghee, had giyen any directions 
respecting my reception ; and that it was well 
known they could not wait on me without his 
majesty's orders, howeyer much they might be 
inclined, as in truth they were, to pay me eyery 
attention ; that, whateyer might be my deteirmina- 
tion, it was their duty to comply with the orders 
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they.lukd ,ine'cei¥ed» and to[ thaA.end they should 
d«|^ut0 to msi, .a9 «i€Qs:t:iiioniii^ two^ membeis of 
tb^ Jpoto. to .oinftibumcate his majesty's wishes. 
Tbb .estga*6 wb^oalexdasMl himself^ by saying, 
thf& bii9iiifS9^..re«rt;ed. chiefly iHth the paxkaam 
whpopgbee.; that if his inclinattons had been con- 
sulted, icvejry' tibiing would have been settled to 
my ^atlsjGM^tion long siAC^;.and desired I might 
be.ass.iifed tbat^ in a few days, I should hare an 
audience with the JBnga Tekaing. 

Moj(2. About seven A.M., the chief sheredoghee 
of the looto> and a.sheredoghee of. the palace, 
attended by ilhe jemutcbr, or colkctor of Arrakan, 
tibe mayhoML of Anakan^s messenger lately ar- 
riveid from Calcutta, with several suboi^nate 
officeira^ of the looto, and a large rabble of inferior 
attendants, came to my house : it being my usual 
break&st hour, the break&st-table was kud out, 
but I poMpon^d biteakfiisting until they had 
finished their visit, as I was deteimined ta shew 
them only a distant civility ; accordingly, I had 
diairs placed for the two sheredoghees on the lower 
end of the sytringe, at a distance from the table, 
fironting my usual seat at the head of the taUe ; 
the Artakan collector and messenger were 
seated on the sytringe, to the right, the other 
subordinate officers to their left, and the rabble 
in their rear. The sheredoghees, 4^0^ wece dresed 
in the common garb of the o»intry without any 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



IN THE BURMHAN BMPIRE. 20^ 

malic of distinction. They began -with making 
inqairies onibe part of the whbnghee as to my 
health, #*c.,: which compliment I returned by 
similaE inquinest they then entered on a long 
^Vology, on the part of the whoonghee. and woon* 
docks, for not having been to see me; to which I 
sdigfady ceplied,. that they were best acquainted 
with their own custbms; but, in my particular, 
theiy aqi^ieared very extraordinary. A paper was 
then produced; which I supposed contained his 
nojiesty's orden to the looto, and an attendant 
Writer was about to read from it, when I desired 
he might be stoj^d, and ordered Mr. Moncourtuse 
to ask them, whether they came to settle the pre- 
liminaries of my interview with the prince and the 
ministerB of the regency. They replied in the 
negative, adding, that they came merely to de- 
liver a message from the looto, in conformity to 
his majesty's orders. I then desired they might 
be told it was impossible for me to enter oh any 
puUic business under my present circumstances ; 
I was eilher somebody or nobody ; if somebody, 
or ia other words, the Representative of the 
Bengal Government, I desired to know, if I had 
been, treated in any respect as such ; on the con- 
trary^ I had been suffered to land from my boats, 
and to procure a house for myself and suite, in 
which I had now been thirty-seven days, without 
any public notice having been taken of me either 
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by the prince or any of the members of the looto; 
It should, therefoce, appear by their behayionr, 
that they considered me a» notiody ;. and, if so, 
it was an absurdity to talk to me on public busi- 
ness. They then endeavoured to explain away 
the offence given me, saying, they acted in com- 
pliance with his majesty's orders. I seized the 
opportunity of his majesty's name being men- 
tioned, to request they would not mention Ins 
namiB, as my deference and respect for it was so 
great, that it would give me the most lively con- 
cern, to think that his wishes should be impeded 
for a moment. I considered myself as now speak- 
ing to the regency ; that if any delay occurred, 
it was owing to them ; it was in their pow».to 
remove the obstacles aixd expedite his majestyls 
wishes. They replied, that they could not act 
without his majesty's orders ; I rejoined. Apply 
for them. An irregular conversation* then took 
place between the head sheredog^ee and Mr. 
Moncourtuse. I learned from the latter, that 
they doubted my answer^ and wished to re-argue 
the matter. In consequence, I desired him' to 
tell them my first answer was definitive ; I neither 
could nor would listen to any pubUc business 
until I had been received with the attention due 
to my public rank and situation ; and that, when 
they knew me better, they would see the in- 
utility of re-arguing with me on a public decision; 
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I did not detennine lighdy, and therefore ^ney^r 
wavered in my resolutions. Finding I was not tp 
be moved by their eloquence, they submitted and 
wrote down my answer. When they had done;, 
willing to soften matters* I told them as they 
had apologized for the inconveniences I had suf 
fered from their customs, I must now apologize 
to them for the disappointment they had suffered 
from mine ; that with us no minister could assume 
or exercise the public functions of station, until his 
authority had been unequivocally acknowledged. 
After a short pause, they desired leave to retire ; I 
rose from my chair and said, I was extremely sorry 
lliey should have been deputed on so fruitless 
a mission, and expressed my hopes that our ne^ 
meeting might be more to our mutual satis&ction,: 
they then withdrew. It may not be improper 
to note, that I permitted them to enter the room 
and be seated, sometime before I came to them ; 
I received them dressed in my regimentals, as I 
have always been when visited by men of rank 
or public officers ; I delivered what I had to say 
in a serious but mild tone of voice, and did not 
deign to allude to the reception at Calcutta of 
IheArrakan messenger, who sat on the ground list- 
ening in silent astonishment ; perhaps, comparing 
in his own mind the opposite conduct of the two go- 
vernments. Mr. Moncourtuse attended them back 
to the looto, and informed me wheii he returned. 
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ttiat ttiy detenninatioiii ^c, hadimdetgone a fiitt 
diseiissidti; that the membere of the court ao* 
quitted me of all blame^ Mying; I had only done 
my duty ; and^ alHiough they had no hope of ia- 
ducing me to alter my lesolution, it was their 
duty to maite Miother eesay, and fthould send ibr 
that purpose a deputation of penons of higher 
huik next morning. If I may believe Mr. Mon- 
oourtuse, the deputation was veiy ftiTourable in 
ibei^ report of my conduct to them^ and the Ar* 
rakan messenger launched forth in pmises of the 
Bengal government; stating, witbout: reserve, in 
iiie public court, tiie prompt and kind attentiani 
&at had been shewed to him. While at Mfaee- 
ghooh, a half-cast native,.dressed like a gentleman^ 
servant, came to my bungalow, and told me a melan* 
choly tale of his being a servant of a Captain Black- 
well, who was lying very ill at a place called Reop- 
tolove, and requested I would have the goodness ta 
send him some wine and spirits. I &tta saspected 
his story, but, unwilling that my want of fiuth 
should be the means of wi<}iholdiag so trifling an 
aid from an unfortunate Englisdiman, I gave fain 
the spirits and wine. This evening, seeing ike 
same man passing' my house very gaily dressed^ I 
immediately conduded be had imposed on ne, 
and had him called, to question him ; his anaweis 
confirmed my suspidons, as every other wovd was 
a lie, and he ^so behaved very iwpertinently'. I 
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9Mt wy ioterpieter and the mewgevry to pa»r 
pUun of him to the anga's whooii» tiiAt h9 might 
be punished; on his my to the enga's whooo. 
my intarpneter was abused jind threataoad hy 
Htrenl laaeani, abetton of the man. The enga's 
whoMi reoeiyed hhn very aftibly» and piomiaed 
that I should have ample satisfiiptioB. 

May 3. Aware of the adrantfige that might be 
laade of .tilie impeftineiice of these people* I sent 
Mr. Burnett in the morning with my interpreter 
to the engafs whoon, to represent it in the moat 
serious light; and to inform him, that I coasidMed 
it as flowing from the neglect I had eiperieneed 
fifom the goremment of AmampooralL He jer 
oeiTed Mr. Burnett very poUtely, expressed great 
aonow for what had ha^iefied, and assured himi 
the party should be severely punished. He said 
he had already sent oyt.persons to apprehend the 
loan, and denred Mr B. to wait till he was 
bioughtt that he mjght see Uga punished. Aftet 
Mr. Bamatt had waited m hour rad a hsif, word 
was bioiiight, that the mm had absoonded. 
WhiU Mr. Bura^tt was waiting, nMsigoes were 
pn»sentedta him, and he was shewn a. book of 
Vertue's Plates to Qapin's Histacy of En^^aad^ 
eontaiaing pn^rtraits of the kiags and queens of 
England, with notes written in the iBvrm|flB 
lai^;«age, oantaining a bri^ sketch of their re- 
^eetive iduuaoteas, ire Jih^ whooa questioAfd 
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Mr. B. on the subject, compared his answers with 
the notes, and was much pleased to find they tallied. 
It appeared to Mr. B. that the notes were of his 
own writing; he sent the book by him to me, 
and said he would shew me several other books 
that he had when we met The woondock did 
not come as was promised, but sent an apology 
in the evening by Mr. Moncourtuse, with posi- 
tive assurances, that he would come next morn- 
ing. Mangoes began to be brought in groat 
plenty for sale, some of them very good. 

May 4. About nine o'clock, Mr. Moncourtuse 
called, and informed me that the woondock put off 
his intended visit till evening, but as he could 
not tell me the precise time when I was to be 
honoured with his company, I sent the mewjerry 
to request he would be so kind as to specify the 
hour, that I might be prepared to receive him 
with the attention due to his station. The mew- 
jerry soon returned for Mr. Moncourtuse, the 
woondock being desirous of sending an answer 
by him. When Mr. Moncourtuse returned, he 
informed me, that the woondock having learnt 
from him, that his visit would not produce any 
alterations in my resolutions, it had therefore been 
determined that he should be despatched to his 
iBajesty to obtain further instructions, and ordens 
for my being received according to my rank. 
In order to prevent uiy misrepresentations of my 
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conduct, I determined to despatch Mr. Burnett 
and Mr. Rowland, my interpreter, with a me- 
morial to his majesty, and immediately wrote a 
letter to the chief whoonghee, to request he 
would order a boat to be provided to carry them 
for that purpose. About half-past four p.m. my 
interpreter returned with two of the whoonghee's 
writers ; they informed me, that they were sent to 
the golden looto to acknowledge the receipt of 
my letter, and to read to me the letter, intended 
to be sent by the looto to his majesty. The letter 
contained a detailed account of their proceed- 
ings in ^consequence of his majesty's order, my 
objections to communicate with them on public 
business, and to request his majesty's further 
instructions for their guidance, and their conduct 
towards me, ^c. ^c. They added, that the 
whoonghee requested to know, whether my 
letter was not to the same effect, or whether 
one boat would not answer for both messengers. 
I informed them, that the gentleman I meant to 
send, must have a boat for himself, and that the 
nature of his despatch, extended to other objects 
besides the late discussion. They pressed me 
inuch to let them know what the business was ; 
I did not think it proper to gratify them further, 
than by informing them generally, that the busi- 
ness related to my public situation. As a trait 
of the Bumiban manner of transacting business. 
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k may taot be improfter to Btate^ thiU; while they 
were urging me to iiyfoitn them of the conteiBits 
of the mehiorihl I mbant to ikend his m^esty, 
a tommon cooly, who waA peeping through the 
bars of the wiikddw^ called out» Ah> let us know 
what business yoU hkre with his majesty.-^ All 
busiiless amongst these peopl^^ even of the most 
important natuife, is trantected in publioi and 
the rabble, in this manner, often give th^ir opf-» 
ftion on the subject of debMe. Whilst this coa- 
Tekisation was passing, Mr. MonCourtuse came 
in, and as he was going to the wbodnghee* I 
desired he would inform his excellency, that, 
as they had determined to make a reference to 
his majesty, I thought it necessary to depute a 
person on my part, and desired he would bring 
me an answer, whether they could proTide mte 
with the boat I wanted. The writers and Mr. M« 
then retired. About seven p.m.^ Mr. Moncourtise 
returned, and told me he had not been aUe te 
ode the whoonghee, but that the wOoAdodc had 
told him^ that a boat wduld be f^vided agree- 
aMy to my wishte. 

In the morning I sent thfe mewjefry to the 
looto for the necesetey orders respecting the 
boat. When he returned, he informed me, that 
no orders had be6n given ; but that> on his appU* 
ttttion, ihe whoonghee had despatched tiie ne- 
cessary orders, and that one of the woondM^ks 
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hbd'otkred his boat for the jnirpobe. I lenmt in 
the course of the day, that an agent from aome 
Hindoo rajah had arriyed from Bengal with letters 
and presents for his majesty; and that he was 
aeoreted in the house of the malabar shabunder 
of Rangoon ; it was the same man who was lust 
year in Bengal, and who was obliged to leave it 
in a secret and disgraceful manner. I am well 
informed, this shabunder was employed whilst at 
Qalcutta in intr^piing with persons disaffected to 
<Hir govemment ; in particular, I know he brpught 
letters from some pretender, to the Assam throne; 
and have great reason to believe that he was the 
original instigator of the Vizalley expedition: I 
}mre further reason to think he formed con* 
nexions with some seciet agents of the nabob of 
Oude, and have a distant intimation of a pro* 
jeoted plan of invasion of our eastern frontiers, 
by a BumAaa aimy, in the event of a ruptuiis 
with the nabob of Oude. This man is so con* 
•eious of his nefarious practices, that, under 
various pretences, he has not been to see me 
tfiese two montdis^ and to these practices I at* 
tribute the ambiguous conduct of the Buimhaa 
eonrt towards me ; and, although I have been 
silent, I have not been unmindful of their mo* 
tions, and have used every endeavour in my 
power to trace the causes to their source, and to 
eottnteiact the eflfeet. 
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« I liave also learnt, that two fughiye Englisli- 
men, Messrs. Blackwell and Darby, have letieTed 
the French commander of the Perseverance, cap- 
tured last year at Coringa, and supplied him with 
a vessel to leave Basseen with his crew, and have 
taken a mortgage on the Perseverance as their 
security ; the terms of the mortgage being, <hat» 
if the Frenchman does not repay them ther 
amount, principal and interest, of their loan in 
six months, the Perseverance is to be forfeited to 
them. There is a mahomedan now at Ama- 
rapoorah, who is one of the witilesses to the deed, 
and the shabunder of Basseen is the other. This 
mortgage is, in effect, a sale, and merely meant as 
a cloak to disguise their infamous proceedings; 
but I trust it will not screen them from the pu- 
nishment due to their offence, as I am determined 
to represent it in the most serious light to the 
Burmhan government, and have their conduct 
fully investigated. 

May 6. I sent the mewjerry in the morning 
to expedite the preparations of the boat. He re- 
turned about noon, and informed me, that the 
woondock's boat could not be launched, and they 
were, therefore, oblijged to provide another, which 
would be ready in the evening. About five p.ic., 
one of the writers of the looto came to inform 
me, that the boat was ready, and I sent Mr. 
Burnett to look at it; he finding it very smM, 
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and insuflScient, I detennined to send him in the 
morning to the whoonghee to represent the neg- 
lect, and to request a proper one might be sup- 
plied without further delay. I learnt this day, 
that the secret agent from Bengal pretends to be 
a Brahmin, and is the servant of a Lucknow rajah. 
Tlie shabunder cautioned the person whom I had 
employed to make the inquiry, not to let me 
know there was such a person arrived. I under- 
stand they are to set out in a day or two for 
court, but I hope to be beforehand with him. 

May 7. About eight a.m., sent Mr. Burnett 
and my interpreter to the Packaam whoonghee, 
who received him very politely, and with great 
affiibility. Mr. B. was not required to take off hig 
shoes, till entering the audience room : he had a 
carpet given him to sit on ; and the whoonghee 
came out about a quarter of an hour afterwards: 
he was seated in a chair with his state equipage 
near him, as usual ; he is said to be upwards of 
seventy years of age, but still a hale, well- 
looking man, betraying no marics of decrepitude 
or age, except the loss of his teetb^ which must 
be imputed to the excessive use of chunam with 
their betel ; he inquired very kindly after my 
health, and whether I had recovered of the in- 
dispositidn I laboured under at Mheeghoon, (it 
should be noted, they make a plea of my in- 
disposition as an excuse to the multitude for my 
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not haying yet been to see the Enga Tekidng); 
he spoke of me in very kind terms, calling me 
his belored son, and expressing regiet for the 
delays which had occurred to prevent my seeing 
him ; he said that the boat should be fiimished 
agreeably to my wishes, and directed the mew- 
jerry to come to the looto at tweWe o'clock to 
receire a fresh order. In the eyening, Mr. Bar- 
nett went down to the waternride and choose 
out a boatj which they promised should be ready 
by ten o'clock next day. 

May 8. In the forenoon I received a visit fiom 
the Enga Tekaing's genenpl ; a formal^ sedate, 
well-looking man; he seemed to* have come 
merely to look at me, and left me apparency 
without having received any impression, and left 
as little with a good deal of exertion ; for trifles 
among these people employ as much time and 
deliberation as matters of moment I got the 
boat prepared, and Mr. Burnett, #*c., ^nbariied 
by three p«m. ; I have given hitn atopie instrvO' 
tions in writing: the memoriab for his nHgeety, 
and a letter to the mfaee whoonghee ; also, pre* 
sente for his majesty, Sfc., for with a Burmhan 
you are never welcome without a present ; be it 
ever so triffing tibe etiquette is fiilfiHed. 

In the evening the Enga Tekaing's people 
came, and took away the lattice frames frm 
before my door. I was informed, that they w^vs 
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Wttoted to enclose some gyomtd or oomrC, during* 
a oeremony which annimlly is practised on wash^* 
ing' Ae Snga Tdudng's hold; a&d diet they 
woiikl be reamed when the ceremony was over. 
I mention the circuiAstttnce as a trait of the mix^ 
tare of inconsiderate meanness which attends all 
ike actiotis of this people. The fence wm deemed 
necessary to keep the multitude off (kom my 
house^ and considered as a compliment paid me ; 
the whole ralue of them is not twenty rupees^ 
yet to save these twenty rupees, the compU-- 
meat to me is done away^ and I am again left 
exposed to the obtrasion of the multitude. The 
suae spirit prevades every thing. If the king, #*c., 
makes you- a present^ you must pay or gite 
in presents double the value of it, to those who 
bring it. If boats are provided, you must fee 
the understrappers to expedite the despateh, 
pfty for the materials necessary for fitting lAiem 
up, and reward the crew. It is no eiocuBe to say 
the iuperioni are not privy to thb conduct, Mff- 
pose the defence true, which it is not ; as diey 
give UD wliges, they are at least tacitly comenting, 
as thttiraerviats luMre aa other aotunee ofvettu- 
neiation. 

A% 9. The general cousse of the weadRsr is m 
follown^ according to our leckoaiiig by ttecivitday^ 
which commences at midnight. After aan^iel;, ot 
about eight p.m., a breeve springs tip ktm th« 
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south-eastward, increases to a fresh breeze during 
the night, lulls in the morning about four o'clock. 
After sun-Dse, or about seyen a.m., springs up 
again from the same quarter, freshens to a smart 
breeze during the day, gradually dying away to 
a calm about sun-set. This course occurred dur- 
ing these twenty-four houis. The weather was 
sultry, cloudy to the s.e., with, lightning at sun- 
set. Thermometer six a.m. 85°; barometer 
29.38, twelve n. ; thermometer 93^; barometer 
29.44<, six p.M,; thermometer 94°; banmieter 
99.35. In the morning a procession passed by 
from the fort to the river, consisting of sevend 
sets of country musicians and dancers, two files, 
said to be 500 each of common people, with, little 
earthen-pots and sprigs of trees in them, closed 
by the ofBcers of the prince's household, in th^ 
coi^rt-dj^esses and on horseback. They went down 
to the river, filled their pots with water, and re- 
turned in the same order. This ceremonial of 
washing the prince's head occurs twice a year, 
when all the great men pay their court, and pri- 
soners for trivial offences are liberated. In the 
evening the Enga Tekaing's house-steward came, 
to ask me for a bottle of brandy for his master ; 
as I was doubtful of his authority, and the use of 
all intoxicating liquors or drugs being strictly pro- 
hibited, I dedined giving it, until I had consulted 
the Enga Tekaing's whoon. 
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May 10. This being the day of full-moon, se- 
veral processions paraded the streets with Totive 
offerings to the Burmhan deities ; and I had a long 
visit from two distant relations of the royal fiunily. 
In the morning I sent to ask the enga's whoon 
4sibo\kt the brandy business^ and, with his advice, 
eent a bottle immediately. It is intended, I am 
told, to make a lotion, the virtues of which are 
such, that whoever washes with it becomes invul- 
nerable. This magical liquor is dispensed by the 
Snga Tekaing to his particular fitvourites. 

May 11. In the morning I was surprised with 
the appearance of Mr. Moncourtuse. He informed 
me that he had been sent back with the mhee 
whoonghee's answer to the looto ; that he had 
informed the mhee whoonghee, that a messenger 
from me with letters for his majesty, *was on his 
way up the river, and that he should be wanted 
to translate them. The mhee whoonghee re- 
plied, he might return, but that it was necessaiy 
he should immediately go back to Amarapoorah 
to deliver his answer to the message he had 
brought from thence. The answer was, that 
proper oflScers should be deputed from the looto 
to announce to me his majesty*s orders, which 
were, that I was to be publicly acknowledged as 
resident at Rangoon, on the part of the Honourable 
East India Company's Government, and that I 
should every where be received as such, and per- 
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mitted to tmv^l with whatever suita or eqiiipoge 
I pleiused. From ma Mr. M. went to the pa«mm 
whoongfaee to deliver the meamge. He pretends 
he had aot seen Mr Burnett on the way ; thw 
eonduct of his appears to me pFemeditated, whe- 
iiier so or not, I am helpless, and have no fesource; 
but palieiiee»*^time will unmvel the mystery, if 
Acre is any. 

May 12. Mr. Mbneourtuse called on me aboitf 
iioon,and inlbmedme that the whoonghee, 4^., had 
determined to depute a woondocfc, and the shee- 
rydoghees of the looto to me, with his majesty's 
orders, as the next morning. I had a loi||p visit 
from a fimt cousin of the Enga Tekaing^s, and th^ 
son of a northern tributary chobwah or rajah of 
the ahans, bordering on China. About noon 
Mr. Monoourtuse called, and informed me that 
some informality in drawing up the order, had n 
paevented the woondook« trc, wiaiting on aae, as * 
this day, but that to-morrow every thing would 
be veady, and then they would certainly. oome. 
All these tales I consider as fictions merely meant 
toanuise^me, and gaintime^ fiMrwhat purpose I am 
yet to leam ; ibovever, to bring matten to a crisis, 
and arrive at 86iae degree of certainty, at night 
1 wrote Mr. M. an order to wait on the paeaam 
whoongfaee, and obtain a positive answer, whi^ 
ther they really intended to send any depatatkm 
to aoe or not; and to desire thait he woidd furnish 
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him with a boat to return to his majesty, to tnuuk 
late the papers I had forwarded by Mr. Burnett 
The two young gentlemen who visited me ye»- 
terday^ catted again this day about one o'clock, 
and brought some horses to shew me, which they 
rode themselves up and down the street befoce 
my door. The chobwah's son made me a present 
of one ; they afterwards staid and dined with me, 
and went away late, seemingly well pleased with 
their entertainment. 

Afiay 14. Mr. Moneourtuse called upon me 
diioot nine a.il, and informed me, that he had 
been with the paeaam whoongfaee agreeably to my 
orders ; that he had informed him that tbe papers 
were ready, but that it was necessary they should 
be presented to the EmgeL Tekamg for his appro- 
bation, and directed him to call again about fear 
o'clock, when he should have a final answer, and 
an order for a boat As this answer was by oa 
meahe satisfactory, and indicated a further delay in 
his despatch from thence, I ordered him to retnm 
again to the whooiighee, and point out the neon- 
sity of his being fiomished with a boat without 
fiurther dday. He retuioed again about twelve 
.o'clock with much the same aaswer. In the af* 
tmioMi the chobwah's son, and the enga's ^oousin, 
cdkd on me ; the young rajah brought me a pie- 
seat of an allegorical pmnting, the subject 4it 
whith was the amorous adventures of a Siam 
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priooe ; but he did not seem to be a oampiete 
master of the story. He afterwards played at 
chess with me after the Bunnhaa mode, but lost 
eTery game ; he bore his ill luck with a good 
grace, but when I attempted to teach him our 
game of chess, he was soon discouraged by his 
ill success and gave it i^>, as a business he was 
not capable of comprehending. The Burmhan 
mode is much less intricate, but they do not seem 
to be a people capable of giving much serious 
attention to any thing ; novelty even charms but 
for the moment. They were very inquisitive to 
know why I had not been to see the Enga Te- 
kaing, affecting ignorance of the cause. The firer 
quency of their visits and conduct, gave me great 
reason to suppose that their chief business was to 
sound me as to my intentions and sentiments ; I, 
therefore, availed myself of the opportunity of 
conveying my sentiments to the prince, through 
them, without teserve. They assured me that the 
courtiers were of opinion, that the prince might 
concede the contested point t^ me, and that they 
would make a party to represent the matter to 
him ; or, in their language, to petition him on the 
subject. The truth of the story is, I fancy, that 
the wind is beginning to veer round, and the 
prince only wants a decent pretence for altering 
his farmer resolution, as he finds I am not likely 
to alter mine. They desired to see the /fowling- 
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piece I intended to present to the prince, and left 
me with assurances of their reporting immediately 
to him all that I had said. In the evening Mr. M. 
called,. and said he was going to the whoonghee 
according to his appointment. When he went 
away, suspecting the truth of his reports, I sent 
the mewjerry to the whoonghee's and the looto, 
to hear what might pass. The man returned with 
a confirmation of what I had heard before, that 
all Mr. M. had told me this day was a fabrication 
of his own, and that he had neither been with 
the whoonghee in the morning nor this evening. 
About half an hour after the mewjerry had re- 
turned, Mr. M. came to me as if from the fort, and 
told me another string of lies with the utmost in- 
trepidity of countenance. I did not discover my 
doubts of his veracity, as I have no means at pre- 
sent of bringing tiie matter to a test 

May 15. In the morning early, I sent my 
moonshee with some pictures, ^c, to the enga*s 
whoon, and a written message, to inquire into 
Mr. Moncourtuse's conduct ; and found that the 
reports were in part true and part false. . In the 
fidrenoon the paeaam whoonghee sent for the 
mewjerry who attends me, to inform me, that scHue 
of the officers of the looto would wait on me to- 
morrow morning, with a message respecting my 
business, ^c. ; and that he had given orders for a 
boat for Mr. M. 

Q 
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May 16. I neither heard from or saw Mr. Mon* 
courtuse this day, nor did the deputation fix>m fhe 
looto come to me. In the afternoon I was visited 
by the chobwa's spn, and the enga's cousin. They 
brought me a c^cimen of native fossil alkali, ga- 
thered in the adjacent mountains* which I ana* 
lyzed according to the usual mode. They have 
sent out people to collect fossils for me, the loadr 
stone in particular, of which I have found many 
fragments among the stones lately brought me. 
They dined with me, and enjoyed their fi&re with 
great glee. 

May 17. Early in the morning I received a letter 

from Mr. Burnett, dated the Hth instant, at Keoun- 

meoun, informing me of his being very kindly 

received and treated, by the mhee whoongfaee, and 

of his having had the honour to present in person 

my presents to his majesty ; but that he was at a 

stand as to other business, on account of the 

absence of Mr. Moncourtuse. That viigabond has 

at last pretended sickness, in order to avoid going 

back to translate the memorials ; and having traced 

out several falsehoods, which he has been telKng 

to the prejudice of my business, I have determined 

to preserve no teims with him. I therefore availed 

myself of the messenger's return, to write to Mr. 

Burnett, and to desire that he would acqpmint the 

mhee whoonghee with the whole of Moncourtuse's 

villanous conduct and prevarication ; and to re- 
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qiliest that he will compel him to do his duty^ 
T^kis letter I s^it off 4|)»ut four p. m. I ;begijB 
now to suspect that Moncourtuse has ireeseired 
private instruction firom the Yangfaong government 
to impede, and, if possible, to obstruct, enf ireljr 
my business ; I have, therefore, talfeii nbctosiary^ 
measures to pievent his being farther attended lior 
l^y the menibei9 df government* and to have him 
punished. Since kind treatment avails me no* 
thi«g, I shall pursue an opposite ooume, whidi 
perhaps is better calculated for this meridian^ 

Majf 19. About two p» M., Mr. Burnett letumed : 
he brought me a Complimentary letter Irom the 
mhee whoongfaee, and informed me that his ex* 
ccjllency had requested him to return, as it would 
be impossible to transact any business at his ma* 
jesty 's thep place of residence ; but gave him Hke 
most positive assurances that every thing shmdd 
be settled to my satisfaction, as soon as his ma^ 
jesty returned to Amaiajpoorah, which woidd be 
immediately that theie was water /enot^h orer the 
flats in the river for his boats; at present there 
was barely sufficient.for asmall boat Mr. Burnett 
describes the country above Mheghoon as rery 
nigged and barren: the distance of Keounmeoun 
fiom Amarapoorah he estimates at about forty ^ix 
niiles, the oouise of the riTer neaily north and 
south, if any thing, a small inclination to the east- 
ward of norQi. Monchabon is about eight miles 
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inland to the westward of Keounmeoun. He de- 
scribes his majesty's accommodations as very 
wretdied. What is called his palace, is a mere 
hut of bamboos thatched with strnw, inferior to 
the shed I lired in while at Mheghoon, whidi af- 
forded shelter neither against sun or rain. These 
huts, or aiB they are styled, by the Burmhans, tra- 
velling-palaces, are constructed at the end of 
every stage that his majesty makes ; they are not 
begun until his boat puts to the shore, when they 
are finished in a few hours : he counted seven be- 
tween Amarapoorah and Keounmeoun, and was 
informed there were five more higher up the river, 
80 that lie computes his majesty's excursion to have 
been 78 miles in extent. The king's grandson, and 
presumptive heir to the throne, had a hut of the 
same construction as that of his majesty, built near 
his gmnd&ither's, to denote the equality of his 
rank, or rather the rank to which the dotage of his 
grandfather has raised him« He is about eleven 
or twelve years of age, has an extensive territory 
at his sole disposal, and a court composed of boys 
chosen from his playmates, who are denominated 
wfaoonghees, woondocks, <$€. ; the other princes 
of the blood are dispeised at short distances, above 
and below his majesty, and the army, if it may be 
so denominated, is scattered round them. If they 
amount to 10,000 men altogether, it is the out- 
side, and Mr. Burnett infodrms me, they are the 
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Mme kindof wietdied ill-armed rabble that I saw 
at Mheghoon. The service they have been em- 
ployed in, was cutting down bamboos abd fire- 
woodland transporting it toMheghoon. Thehilld 
on the west side of the river terminate about 
sixteen . miles above Mheghooh, where com- 
miences a hig^ plain, nigged and in general un- 
cultivated, or unsusceptible of cultivation. He 
saw only one considerable village on his way, 
situated on the west bank : the eastern range 
of mountains extended beyond the limits of his 
journey. The morning after his arrival he was 
admitted to an audience of his majesty, whom 
he found seated on a conimoii mat on the floor 
of his bungalow, with pillows covered with green 
velvet to lean upon. He was dressed in an 
open jamma of white cloth, a common silk 
lungee round his loins, his hair gathered into a 
^not on the crown of his head in the Burmhan 
style, without any handkerchief round his head. 
The courtiers and Mr. Burnett were arranged on 
the same level, but on the bare bamboos. The 
levee commenced before sun-rise, and as the 
whoonghee and Mr. Burnett had to cross the 
river, it had begun before they arrived. The 
conversation had taken a religious turn, in con- 
sequence of the examination of some of the heads 
of keouns, or priests, which had passed the day 
before. It appears they had been found very 
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ignormnt, and his' majesty was much dissatisfied 
with them. Among the observations that were 
made by him on the subject, he said, that he 
feared too many resorted to a religious life from 
a love of indolence ; that .he did not pretend to 
be learned' in these matters himself, but, us the 
head of the religion of his dominions, it was his 
duty to see that those immediately intrusted with 
its rites were well infonned ; and in consequence 
he gave orders that candidates for the superiori- 
ties of keouns should in future undergo a more 
strict examination. His courtiers maintained a 
humble and profound silence, except when occa- 
sionally answering in the affinnatiye. It appears 
that his majesty is much dissatisfied with the 
present state of religion in his dominions, and 
meditates some great changes. He has found the 
priesthood in geneial miserably ignorant ; even 
his arch-priest cannot satisfy his doubts. He says, 
they read over their canonical books, when they 
first enter on the monastic life, as a task imposed 
on school-boys ; and although they have no other 
employment to engage their attention, they never 
afterwards investigate or inquire into the mjrstical 
meaning of their rites ; so that they are totally 
unfit to instruct the people. Hence the various 
abuses that have crept into their religion; the 
building of small pagodas, the use of beads, S^., dl 
of which are cloaks forhypocrisy,andiinauthorized 
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by &e ifinets of their ancient faith. These h^ 
means to ibrbid ; also the piactice of the poonghees 
taking servants with them to carry the provisions 
they GoUect in the morning, and to restrain the 
number of poonghees. These severe strictures 
and meditated reforms alann his conrtiers very 
much : they dare not remonstrate, and are afraid 
to obey. jifr. Burnett informs me that his majesty 
is a hide-looking man, mther corpulent, with an 
arch and penetrating eye. He frequently glanced 
a look at his audience, as if he would read their 
minds. Religion has been the constant theme 
during this excuision, and has pvecluded all other 
business. He often looked at him, but asked no 
qpiestions, when he was pr^ent The levee 
lasted about two hours ; he then retired, and the 
court broke up. Sometime after Mr. Burnett was 
Seated, the king's grandson came in and seated 
himself on his majesty^s left hand. His majesty 
put his arm round him and kissed him. The 
prince of Prone's daughter seated herself on his 
right hand. She is the intended wife of the grand- 
son, and their nuptials we soon to be celebrated. 
Three or four of the king's daughters also came 
into the court, bowed to the ground, and then seated 
themselves opposite his majesty, in a tine with 
the mhee whoonghee. Mr. Burnett was seated in 
a line with the woondocks. After the kinsr's 
levee, Mr. Burnett went with the whoonghee M 
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pay his respei^ to the gimddson. H9 did not 
take off his shoes until within the shade of Ifae hot 
He infonns me that he is a onart looking boy^ 
was seated on a cot, seemed rather embanassed, 
and asked no questions while he was there. If 
his majesty is iU-lodged, his courtiers are still 
woise off, and the situation of the poor rabble oi 
soldieis miserable indeed ; they have nothing to 
screen them from the weather but their own cot- 
ton clothes, supported on bamboos, and shiver 
like so many half-drowned rats during every 
shower. The whoongfaee had only a miserable 
hut, about sixteen feet by twelve, surrounded by 
the walls of the tent I had given him ; the whole 
court are disgusted with their situation and labour, 
and ardently sigh for his: majesty's return ;' and, 
as his beloved grandson and many of the ladies 
of his family are sickly, it is expect^ he will 
move immediately that there is water for his 
boats. People are constantly employed in sound- 
ing the channel, and fixing marks where there 
is the deepest water The whoonghee invited 
Mr. B. to club dinners with him, saying, if he 
would find cook, he (the whoonghee) would find 
provisions: however, in the end, Mr. B. was 
obliged to find both, for their bazar afibrded 
nothing but a little rice, fetid oil, blatchong, salt 
fish, and a few poor mangoes. His excellency is 
of a convivial turn, acknowledged himself fond 
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of good living, and, among oilier thinga, he was 
desirous I should procure a couple: of good cooks, 
and a book of cookery; But books and cooks 
woutd soon be useless, for the expense of one 
good dinner would frighten them from any fur- 
ther essay. Mr. Burnett translated my letters to 
the whoonghee, in particular die one respecting 
the Maliabar shabunder, and his excellency pro* 
mised that the Bengal emissary should not be 
admitted to an audience of his mi^esty. The 
shabunder, this emissary, and the Burmhan who 
came round with me from Bengal, arrived the 
stame day with Mr. B. - The next day Hie whoon- 
ghee urged Mr. B. to return, saying,' it was im- 
possible to get any thing done while his majesty 
was absent from Amarapoorah. In the course of 
his convei^ation he gave Mr. B. to understand, 
that he expected a gratification frr>m me for doing 
my business; and his hopes were not discou- 
raged. He had sounded my interpreter before on 
tiie subject, and highly praised the liberality of 
my predecessor, insinuating at the same time that 
I had been rather deficient in that respect In 
short, the whole of them betray a m(>st rapacious 
mean spirit. As Mr. B. could not remain longer 
without disobliging the whoonghee, and seeing 
the impossibility of doing any good by staying 
longer, he therefore very prudently determined 
to return. 
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Since the king I1113 been up the rirer, a silver 
mine has been discovered by a Chinese a little 
above Mheghoon, which they say yields forty in 
a hundred ; but what the expense of working and 
fusing is I could not learn. A litde above Mheg- 
hoon are difb of a very fine limestone, of wbidi 
Mr. B. brought me specimens. Another anec- 
dote I learnt is, that a poonghee dreamt, that near 
a certain tree there was a hidden treasure ; this 
he reported to his miyesty, who immediatdy 
ordered a number of shafts to be sunk all round 
the tree ; but, to his great shame and mortificar 
tion,. he met with nothing but mud and water, 
and has at length been obliged to desist Mr. B. 
saw the shafts ; the story I heard from another 
quarter. 

Mgy 20. I had intended sending Mr. Burnett 
this morning with a message to the pacaam 
whoonghee, but hearing fiom him that it was his 
turn to stey at the looto ail day, I deferred send- 
ing Mr..B. till to*morrow. In the morning the 
chobwa's son, and enga's cousin, who I now find 
is a brother-in-law of the mayhoon, of Hunsar 
wuddy, called on me, and as they said, on 
business. I have before noted that I considered 
the frequent visits of these young men had business 
for their object. Accordingly, I now found it was 
to settle the price of my obtaining an audience 
of the prince on my own terms, under the pre* 
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tenbe of bribing some of the prince's courtiec^, 
who were inimical tome: ibr their own part they 
wanted nothing ; their friendship for me was per* 
fectly disinterested, but they found that they 
Gould not eflfect the business alone. I soon con* 
Tinced them of their error in supposing I would 
bargain for that which I had a right to demand ; 
that so &r from courting this audience, it had 
been delayed so long that it was become a matter 
of perfect indifference to me ; and that if I did 
not see the prince in the course of this month; 
they might depend on it I should not wait on him 
at all. At the same time I expressed my regret 
that there should have been persons so great ene* 
mies to the reputation and interests of their coun* 
try as to have advised the prince to treat me with 
such neglect I desired them to assure him, not* 
withstanding, of the \\igh respect i entertainecl 
for him, and that he would find me at all times 
devpted to his interest I thanked them most 
cordially for the proof they had given me of their 
friendship, entreated them to believe I enter^ 
tained no doubts of their sincerity, and only re- 
gretted that I could not be benefited by their 
services in the way diey proposed, as I neither 
came to buy or beg &vours. I asked them, is 
the course of the conversation, if they knew how 
much the mayhoon of Arrakan's writer paid to 
the Governor-General for his audience : this stag-» 
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gered them; however, after a little heskation, 
tfiey rejoined, ** but your case is d^rent ; yoa 
are a resident.'* — " Well, and pray what is a resi- 
dent ?••—.*.« Why a resident is a governor, the same 
as the mayhoon of Hunzawuddy ; you may hinng 
people, #^., if you choose, and therefore you 
must pay for your commission.;' In truth, lliey 
seem altogetiier to have a very confused idea of 
the nature of my office. The king, in hia mes- 
sages, and when he speaks of me, calls me his 
resident; and among the number of wise pro- 
posals intended to be made me by the looto, is, 
that I shall take an oath of allegiance to his ma- 
jesty, according to the Burmhan form. That is, 
I am to swallow a quantity of holy water, in 
which muskets, lances^ and other warlike instru- 
ments have been immersed, in public, at the great 
pagoda, attended by the principal ministers, 4rc. 
A man had great need of patience in dealii^ with 
these people, who are the most ignorant, pre- 
suming, and rapacious set of beings that I ever 
met with. 

May SI. In the morning early I sent Mr. 
Burnett, Sfc., with a message to the pacaam 
whoonghee, to represent the impropriety of my 
audience with the prince being so long delayed. 
He received him. very kindly in an iiMier apart- 
ment of his house, and without any parade. In- 
deed ddignity and state seem to mt very uneasy 
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on them, for they are never so happy as when 
out of their harness. He patiently heard .my 
message, and had nothing to offer in reply; bat 
the old hackneyed theme of custom, from' which 
they could not deviate without a positive order 
from his majesty. At three p.m, I sent Mtt. B. 
with a similar, but stronger, message to the engafs 
whocm. I was the more pointed in my language 
to him, as the only man who has a reputation fi>v 
ability amongst them. Although he seemed ta 
leel the force of my observation, yet he dedared 
he did not dare venturo to advise any relaxattoB 
on the part of the prince ; but my information i» 
to6 good to permit me to \fe: duped by such de^ 
clarations. I, therefoie, shall persevere in thd 
reilolution I first foimed; for concessions to a 
people so insensible to the rites of hospitality^ 
and devoid of all liberal sentiment,' would only' 
stttnulate their arrogance, rather than conciliate 
their aflfiM^tien. In the Booming Ireceived.a visit 
fiK>m the chobwa*s mother-in-'law and wife ; they 
came in their polkees, with a large train of attend* 
ants. They staid about an hoiir, gave proofs of a 
superior education, and left me apparently well 
pleased with their . reception. About noon my 
two visitants, the chobwas, ^c, called on me ; the 
diobwa's son wanted to make a book of the cwmr 
try black slate-paper, and was a little angry be^ 
cause I would not cut up a botanical dictiomiry 
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to ^re him th^ cover. It vas in vain that I en* 
deayoiued to convince him of the impiopiiety of 
die request, nor would he accept of any book 
but the. one he had pitehed on» because the gilt 
ornaments on the back had struck his fimcy. 
They staid dinner with me, but the coarseness of 
their manners makes these invitationa a ^eat sa- 
crifice; however, they are nectesary evils» and 
must be submitted to. The river has ris^i five 
or six cubits. 

May 23. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to the enga's whoon, to inform him I intended 
addressing his royal highneds th6 Enga Tekau^g, 
on the subject of my audience* He expressed 
himself satisfied with iny intention, and directed 
my interpreter to bring him the letter to. the looto 
the next morning, when he would take care to 
have it fisuthfully translated in bis preMnce, and 
forwarded by the proper officers to the prince, 
Mr. R. met the mayhoon of Hunzawuddy's bro- 
ther-in-law at the whoon's. He carried him to 
his house, and expressed hi$ concern, that he had 
always been from home when he had called. . He 
approved much of my writing to the Enga Te- 
kaing, and promised to call at my house in the 
evening, and consult with me on the business* 
This morning I received intelligence frotfi court, 
that the malabar shabunder, after Mr. Burnett's 
departure, had piesented two diamond rings to 
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the ihhee whoonghee, and a letter or petition in 
fiiTour of the man who had arriyed from Befagal. 
That the whoonghee had received the rings, but 
rejected the letter, and ordered him nerer to 
apply to him again on the subject, as he would 
not permit the messenger to see his majesty. 
How true this intelligence is I cannot say, but 
I know that the parties, from whence it came, 
have it in their power to know the truth. Thd 
mayhoon's brother-in-law, and the chobwa's son 
dined with me by appointment; after dinner 
the other brother-in-law, and another of the enga's 
principal servants called. The subject of my 
pretensions, and the intended letter was discussed 
in great form, and the plan of operations settled ; 
but the principal business of my new visitants 
was, to have ocular demonstration of my great 
abilities as a chemist, ^c, Ae &me of which had 
gone abroad, that they might report my skill to 
the prince ; relying greatly on it to turn the bias 
in my favour. I desired they might be told I 
pretended to no skill in those matters; that 
the experiments I made were merely amuse* 
meats, and not worthy the attention of the prince ; 
that the services I could render him were of a 
more important nature, such as related to war^ 
finance, and commerce : however, they were so 
urgent, that I was obliged to indulge them with 
a few experiments with chemical solvents on mi* 
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neml ores^ Sfc.^ with which they were mach gia- 
tified, and left me with the stoingest assurances 
of every support in their power. When they had 
left me they applied priyately to my interpreter 
to know if I had any skill in the obstetric art, as 
one of the prince's fiBivourite wires laboured under 
a complaint whidi baffled all the art of their 
practitioners. This is not the first time I have 
had occasion to regret the absence of my surgeon 
on the public account 

May 24f. In the morning early, I sent my letter 
for the prince to his whoon at the looto. He 
told my interpreter, that at one p.m., he should 
send for Moncourtuse to translate it ; and would 
send for him at the same time, that he mighit be 
present as a check on him. It appears, however, 
that Moncourtuse has been out all day, whether 
by accident or. design I don't know; but it haa 
prevented any thing being done to-day. About 
noon the chobwafs son, ^c, called ; fhe former 
had long expressed a wbh to have an European 
suit of clothes, we .therefore dressed him out to- 
day in a very gay style. He recalled to my mind 
Omai, whom I recollect having seen in England. 
Indeed there is a great resemblance between 
these people and the natives of the Malayan 
Islands, as they are generally called ; but of tiiat 
more hereafter, as I am not yet sufficiently pre- 
pared to discuss the various points of analogy. 
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My prince was extremely well pleased with his 
dresS) and more so with our compliments on his 
appeaiance. He carried it home in great glee, 
and at night sported his finery among his fomale 
finends; who, no doubt, discovered new graces in' 
his person, and with them new opportunities of 
pajring him new compliments. 

Mmf 25. This being the day of the moon's 
change, is a holyday with the Burmhans ; when they 
go to pay their devotions, and make offerings at 
the shrine of their divinities. Since the lOth of 
April I have regularly distributed alms every 
morning to 150 poonghees, according to the 
Burmhan custom; and at every full and change 
of the moon have had twenty-one poonghees to 
partake, as it is called, of a charitable feast. This 
morning, as usual, the appointed number came, 
my great hall was carpetted, and wooden tmys 
arranged the whole length of the room, four for 
each poonghee; the first contained fried fish, bal- 
lehong, turtle eggs, curries, jrc., dressed after the 
Burmhan style, made up in little plates of leaves ; 
the second pancakes, and Burmhan sweetmeats; 
the third, mangoes and other sweetmeats ; the 
fourth, bunches of plantains, a green cocoa-nut, 
betel leaves and nut, tobacco, chinam, ^c. ^« 
After the poonghees had been seated a few mi-^ 
BUtes, their servants and scholars brought in the 
bowls which they carry in making their daily col-; 
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lectidnis of rice, ^. ; these they plaoed hefone 
them ; the mewjeny, who b my master of the eeie- 
moikies, then presented to the head poongfaee* 
who WM seated in the oentare* two cufiB of water. 
Out of the fint he took water to wadi his month 
and drink. He then put the pcmits of his finnecs 
in the other, and prayed over it in a low Toioe ; 
the mewjeihry then took away the wttter, and my 
Bnrmhan attendants put the contents of the finit 
row of trays into their bowls» which signified their 
acceptance of the feast. Their servants and seho- 
Ian then took away the bowls, and the remainder 
of the trays to the outer verandah, to put the eon- 
tents in baskets, and carry them away ; the inew- 
jerry, ^c.^ then presented to the chief poonghee 
three trays, one with a pyramid of boiled rice on 
it, the other with fruit, and the third with betel, 
^. ; these he touched with the points of his fin- 
gers, and appeared to bless them ; in t«m Aey 
were presented to each of the poonghees^ who 
performed the sanie ceremony; they were thM 
put apart as consecrated, to be exposed near a 
temple, on an open aitar, for the benefit of the 
fKWB and pian dogs ; (this is one of the Usages 
which bis mi^esty ridicules and condemns). On 
these occasions the netghboms assist at the bouse 
wheie the least is made. Sevenl men and women 
wsere assembled at my house ; these now advaaoed 
and kneeled in twa groups before the line of 
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poongbe^n, the .womep to tlie right of the men : 
the wewjeny guve a few gnamoi parched paddj 
to ewb» ^hich they held m Hkeir hands dosed* 
Kith the pabM together a little elevated, in a mp<> 
pticatiog poBture ; they then i:epeated a prayer 
after the chief pooDghee, in the manner of part 
of our service ; the diief poonghee then prayed, 
the other poooghees placing tjielr bn» of paliar 
leaves before their faee$, accompanying him; after 
this prayer was finished, the chief poonghee deli- 
vered a kind of lecture in an audible tone of 
Toioe-*«« lesson i suppose from some of th^ 
Ixiofcs of divinity, and, if I might judge ficom the 
chanting tone, was in a kind of m6tre. This 
lasted about ten or fifteen minutes, when they 
BBose and walked off without ceremony. The 
river h|B fidlen again three cubits. 

May 96. In the morning my inteipieter was 
sent for to foe present at the translating of my 
ietters to the Enga Tekaing. Monoourtuse tran- 
slated it at two in the afternoon : I am informed 
it was deliyered to the prince and read, but had 
no effect in my ftivour ; but this I do not know 
officially. In the evening Jthe c^dbwa's wiib 
hoi|oured me with a visit; she is an agreeable 
•mart little woman, the daughter of a whoonghee, 
deceased. Her husband and his companion came 
justaa she was going away ; they drank tea, and 
invited themselves to dine with me to-morrow. 
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May 27. I sent my interpre^r eariy in the 
mornipg to the mayhoon's brother-inrlaw, (he is 
married to the mayhoon's wife's sister, and im* 
mediately in the employ of the Enga.Tekaing, 
and expects to be made one of his whoonsor 
counsellors. The second is the mayhoon's wife's 
brother, and has some appointment in the queen 
mother's household,) with some trifling presents 
for him and his wife. He confirmed the re- 
port respecting my letter, which I had heard 
before, but, added, he would exert his best en- 
deavours to induce the Enga Tekaing to alter his 
resolution. He further informed Mr. Rowland, 
that the demur was entirely owing ta the enga's 
whoon, who wholly, engrossed the prince's confi- 
dence, and was so avaricious, that unless I paid 
him handsomely I might depend on his opposing 
me to the utmost in his power. Here I have another 
proof of Moncourtuse's villany, he having re- 
ported the enga's whoon to me as a most immacu- 
late man ; undoubtedly with a view to prevent my 
adopting the only mode of conciliating him to my 
interests. The chobwa, ^c, dined with me, and 
in the evening the chobwa s mother and wife with 
a large suite of attendants, male and.fiemale, paid 
me a formal visit, bringing with them a present 
of fruit I hear that several vessels have anived 
at Rangoon from Bengal, which affords me much 
pleasure, as it is now six months since I heard 
from thence. 
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May 28. I have been rather unwell these two 
or three days past: in the evening, while some 
dancers were performing in my hall, the mob 
threw stones at the sentinel at my front door. 
It should be noted, that the railing before my 
door has not lieen replaced, although repeatedly 
promised by the pacaam wfaoonghee, and the 
peon always leaves the house at sun-set, so that 
there was no one of the government people pre- 
sent to punish this insolence. 

May 29. In the morning the enga's whoon sent 
for my mewjerry; about nine a.m., he returned 
and informed me, that he had brought the 
prince's answer to my letter ; he then produced 
a piece of the common Biirmhan black paper, 
with a line wrote on the top of it, and was going 
to read it but I prevented him, as I thought the 
mode aiid substance of this answer altogether 
informal. I, therefore, ordered him to return it, 
as I would not receive an answer through his 
hands. About eleven a.m. one of the common 
writers of the prince's whoon brought back the 
same paper, which I then ordered him to read; 
the words written on it were as follows : ** Ac- 
cording to the custom of the golden country, you 
may come;" ^nd underneath the date. As I 
had addressed the prince with every respect due 
to his high station, and made up his letter in a 
golden bag, ^c, according to the form of Hin-. 
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dostan, I therefore thought mysdf etttitlod, at 
least, to equal politeneie in retom ; ttiid as Um 
note contained neither address nor mpeisci^ 
tion» and as llie mode of conveying it was alto- 
gether exceptionable, I, therefore, thought my* 
self justified in refusing to receive it as an 
answer to mjr letter. I, therefore, desired that 
the bearer might be fully informed of my excep- 
tions to the answer in its present form : that I 
expected it should be sent me by a [Nrdper 
person, made up in a manner suitable to my rank 
and station ; addressed to me in my official ca- 
pacity ; that it should specify the ihanner of faiy 
being conducted to an audience of the prince, 
and be signed by authority; He retbmed with it, 
and about four p. m. came back with the enga 
whoon's comj^iments, and instructed to iafoim 
me, that the note containing the prince's words, 
was written and sent according to the Buimhan 
customs; ahd that^ as there was no other person 
in my station in the country^ it needed no di- 
rection. B^ing perfectly aware that a submtanon 
to their insolent demeanout* would, by no means, 
tend to advance the interests of my mission, I, 
therefore, declined receiving it for the same 
reasons assigned in the morning; notwithstand- 
ing I had convicted Moncourtuse before the 
enga's whoon of lying, had given him public 
notice, that ht Waa not to credit %ny thing he 
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might ny req>eeting me^ and, notwithstanding 
(he enga whoon himself had confessed that he 
was a bad man, and not to be trusted, yet, this 
morning he admitted him to breakfast with him in 
his private room» and sent out an excuse. to 
the mewjerry, that he was indisposed : thenee 
I have every reason to suj^se that these two 
worthy persons are leagued together to weary 
my patience, or frustrate my views. Under 
these circumstances, I determined to adopt a 
different line of conduct in respect to Mon- 
oourtuse ; and, since kindness had had no influence 
on him, to work on his fears, as I know him to be a 
rank coward ; I therefore sent Mr. B. to him, to 
tell him I was perfectly well informed of his base 
conduct towards me ; that I had spies on hi(n 
who regularly informed me of all he said or did; 
that I already considered myself deeply in his debt 
for what he had already done, and recommended to 
himself, if he had any value for his own safety, not 
to make me more so ; for, he might depend upon 
it, if he did, I would take a severe revenge. I 
desired Mr. B. further to tell him, that dil ex- 
culpation was in vain, for that he had proved so 
infimious a liar, that his words would no longer 
pass ; his actions alone must speak for him. He 
listened to this message with evident marks of 
perturbation (fearing, perhaps, that part of the 
sentence was already about to be put in execu- 
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* tion) ; he was very humble, yet protested his in- 
nocence. I hope this message will tend to keep 
the wretch in check ; finding that his secret 
.machinations are discovered, he may fear ex- 
asperating me too far, as he well knows jns 
Burmhan friends will deny him in the hour of 
distress instead of supporting him. 

May 30. People have been employed during 
th^ day .in making ^a stage-wharf for his ma- 
jesty to land on ; I, therefore, hope he will soon 
be here. In the evening, Syed Ahamed Faken 
paid me a visit ; he is a decent man in his ap- 
pearance, a native of Bagdad ; he informs me, 
that he has been. eight years in Hindostan, has 
been these two last years at Chittagong, where 
lie has erected a tuckeia, and is endeavouring to 
obtain an establishment. He offisred to take any 
letters I might have to send to Bengal, as he 
proposes returning after the sacrifice of die 
bukra-ede, some days hence. 

June 1. In the evening the king's jewel mer- 
chant visited me, his errand was to obtain some 
information respecting alchymy, in which the 
royal fieunily, particularly the Enga, aro dabblers ; 
they have a high opinion of the medicinal virtues 
of the exploded elixirs, ^and -conserves of pre- 
cious stones and metals ; I gave him some speci- 
mens of metallic salts, <!§x., and endeavoured, but in 
yain, to di&suade him from such illusive pursuits. 
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- A number of people have beien employed tbe^e 
last three days, in preparing imbeds for the 
dancers, ^., and clearing the road from the 
water-side for his majesty*s entrance. At night 
a great many boats belonging to his suite arrived, 
so that we may expect him hourly. 

June 3. In the morning I sent Mr. Burnett 
to the enga's whoon, to ask him, finally, whether 
he would be my friend or i;iot, as I am deter- 
mined no longer to acquiesce in his equivocal 
conduct: to that end I gave Mr. B. a written 
statement of my sentiments, ^c, containing 
nearly the same arguments as Ihad used to the 
mayhoon, and a diamond ring, the acceptance of 
which was to be considered as a pledge of his 
determining in my favour: the result of Mr. B.'s 
conference, which was private, was, that the 
whoon gave the strongest promises of supporting 
my interests and views to the utmost of his 
power. Mr. B. in returning, met the man Va- 
lerian, who had insulted me, as mentioned 
above ; he immediately returned to the whoon, 
and acquainted him of his being in the fort. I 
had particulariy insisted in my former message, 
that this man should be punished, and the whoon 
had promised \^ would seize him wherever he 
was to be found, unless protected by the king 
himself; and now promised to go immediately tb 
the enga to obtain an order to the looto to have 
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him apprehended. Mf. B. s«w MoiMWuriuse 
skulking about the whoon's house, both times he 
waft there, but the whoou has solemnly prwaised 
me no longer to oountenanoe him. About nine 
A. M., a message was brought fhnn the looto, in- 
forming me that search had been made for Va- 
lerian, but that he was not in the fort, and 
that Mr. B. must have been mistdLdft in sup* 
posing he saw him. As not onljr Mr. B., bttt the 
interpreter^ the orphan boys^ aad the servants 
who were with him, saw and recognised the 
man, I, therefwe, sent the mewjerry to inform 
the members of the looto, that there could be 
no mistake ; and that I should consider all de* 
darations of that kind, on their part, as a sub- 
terfuge, and as a new proof of their unwilling* 
ness to do me justice. In consequence of this 
message, they have again sent, or pretended t6 
send, in search of him. The truth is, they ar^ 
afraid of bringing this matter to an issue, as the 
tnan is under the protection of the prince of 
Basseen; and I have some reason to think his 
protector was, in some measure, priry to the 
firaud he practised on me, as all the young men 
of the court are passionately addicted to liquor 
and intoxicating drugs, and employ secret agents 
to obtain them at any price, notwithstanding 
their being prohibited under pain of death. 
Whether the strictness of the prohibition provokes 
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^ppetlte^ or HtM they are n&tiifally indiiied to 
vice aftd voluptttoudnees^ is a ques^on I am not 
prepared to decide ; bat, I am inclined to think 
the latter is the Imth^ and that» if thfe reins of 
goyehunent were at all relaxed, their empire 
would soon be rained^ and the Bnrmhan name 
auttk into its original obscurity. 

In the evening, the young chobwa and his 
associate called on me } he brought a female 
relation with him to hear the music, S^c. ; but, 
on diis occasion, he oflfended against the rules 
of gallantry, for he took out of the young lady's 
betel box a love-letter in verse which had been 
sent her by one of her admirers, and, spite of 
all her intercessions, read it, and seemed to 
eiyoy the poor girl's distress and confusion. As 
soon as he had returned the letter, she went aWay 
tather chagrined ; I did not learn the cause till 
after they were both gone. It seems that all 
who aspire at gallantry Jn this country are 
obliged to court the muses, with what success I 
ishall endeavour to learn; that they cultivate 
poetry, I knew before, having been promised the 
HiOoty of Captain Symes's Embassy^ in verse, 
with several other pieces. At night, the king's 
fnoonshee arrived, he left his majesty at Mheg- 
hoon, where he is to remain till the twelfth of 
the moon. 

Jum 4. This being His Majesty's birth*day, t 
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drank his health in a glass of claret : the chobwa 
and his companion dined with me. I was under 
the necessity of giving them a slight lectiure on 
politeness before dinner, which had a good efiect 
One of the coach-makers' peons absconded, the 
other has but just recovered from the small-)x>x ; 
otherways, notwithstanding iny kindness to him, 
it is probable he would have gone also^ for the 
lower class of the natives of India ape in ge- 
neral head-strong in their folly, and little attadied 
by gratitude. They want to return to Calcutta 
by the way of Chittagong, and are too im- 
patient to wait until I can obtain a regular per- 
mission for them. 

June 5. Having determined to ornament the 
front of my house in honour of his majesty's 
entrance, I have had people employed in pre- 
paring the scaffolding, ^c, acdordingly. The 
pacaam whoonghee and other officers attend all 
day at the river-side, to superintend and expedite 
the temporary palaces, ^J-c, erecting there for his 
ms^esty and the royal family. In the evening, as 
Mr. Burnett was riding by the river-side,, one of 
the cooleys struck his horse a' smart blow with 
a rattan-; I suppose it to have been a piece of 
wanton impertinence, proceeding from ignorance, 
rather than deliberate malice; however, to avoid 
any insult of the kind again, I have desired 
him to restrain his excursions ' until such time 
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as his majesty arrives and regulates these mfirt- 
ters. 

June 6. In the morning early, just as I was 
going to send my interpreter to the pacaam 
whoonghee, he sent for him. Mr. Rowland 
found the old man and the woondock up to 
their middles in water, encouraging the men 
employed ahout the landing-jetties. The cause 
of his -sending for Mr. Rowland was, to know 
what decorations I meant to. place before my. 
house, saying, I must not use gold or silver, as 
those were appropriated for the royal family: he 
also desired that I would not permit my sentinels 
to carry their arms while his majesty was passing. 
Mr. Rowland then informed him of the insult 
offered to Mr. Burnett the evening before. He 
expressed his sorrow, and desired Mr. Rowland 
to call on him at noon, when he would inquire 
further into the affitir. I sent Mr. Rowland at 
noon, but the old gentleman had retired to restr 
the whoonghee did not return to the fort till late 
in the evening; so much do these people stand 
in awe of their sovereign, the highest of them 
performing, occasionally, the most menial offices. 
In the evening the white elephant arrived. This 
is a beast of great consequence. 

June 7. In the morning I sent my interpreter, 
Mr. Rowland, to the pacaam whoonghee, to in- 
form him, that I should with pleasure comply 
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with his request respfs^^^g the sepoys* but, as « 
stranger, ^c, I must be allowed to decorate, my 
bou^e in wbsf naaaner I choose. In respect to 
4»e insult pffere^ Mf. Burnett, I only fulYiaed 
him of the circun^tanee» that he might publish 
ordex^^ 90 |is to preypnt any thing pf tiie kind 
happening again. In reply he i^d, I might 
oroanjieat my bousp ^ I pleaeie^i <^ he was 
sonry I had w% sent ^e loflfe^der to him to he 
puni^d He requested Mr. Bu^ett Vf»^t con- 
tinue his exercise, and in futoije to puni^ on 
the spot any insolenoe o^er^d bim^ or sei«e the 
ofenders, and send them to hioL 

June 8. At pne o'clock at lught^ the p«c»wi 
whoonghee passed by^ on his way to die water- 
side, and sent word to infoim m€j ^at his ma^ 
jesty would arrive early in the moruiag. At six 
A.M., I receiyed advic^, that his soajesty had 
arrived at the upper ianding-plaee, about two 
miles to the uorthward, there not being water 
enough for his boat at ttie lowQr pne. About 
nine a.m., the E^ga Tekaing passed by, on his 
way to meet his father - at ten^ the gun fired as a 
signal for his majesty's landing. About haU-past 
ten, the head of the procession began to pass by ; 
first, a string of his majesty's elephants ; next, a 
body of foot soldiers, each with a rusty muaket 
on his shoulder^ clothed like the cquwoo people 
of the country ; they .maidded, or nrther waUced* 
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in two Itidian ffles, with6u.t any regulMrity; 
iiekl foUowed tiie kind's gnnckon, oq a very 
Ipfty elephant; he aat on the neck*of the elei* 
phwit^ aod held the i;iiidiiig^ook himself, hut ia 
filet the animal nequived no guiding. A well-* 
dressed mohaut oat behind him, 9iid supported 
him in his arms. The young prinee was naked 
fnwi hss waist upfwards, haWng on only ft silk 
liMgee, And an embroidered handket^ief on his 
head, gold bangles on his ancles and wrists, and 
sevettd duins set with stones, ^e,^ on h)s neck. 
Aftsr hhn ame several gilt palkees, with women 
of the palace, ^c. ; at a distanee behind him 
followed a son of the king's by a fayourite coo* 
eubine, on a small elephant, which he guided 
himself; after him followed .five of the king'^ 
elephants, with war-howdahs, having largie shields 
on each side of the howdah, painted red and 
g^lt; then followed his ma^sty's troopets in their 
war*dre88, IhH very diabby, and on wretched, 
hal£«tarved, small horses, of these there might 
be sixty or eighty; then severd gilt, brass tibree** 
pcNiaders, on field-carriages, dmwn by men, wi^ 
several red-painted and gilt ammunition ceurte, 
dmwn by two horses each; on each side after 
diese mardied foot soldiers, anned and clothed 
as those before mentioned; then followed the 
carriage I brought, drawn by men; and imme- 
diately after it, his miyesty with the first queen 
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in his old carriage, drawn by four led horses; the 
blinds down. He laughed, and spoke out loudly 
while passing, seeming well pleased with my 
attention. I was seated in a chair at the door of 
the hall, and when he came in front I rose up, to^dc 
off my hat, bowing and placing my hand on my 
breast ; Mr. Burnett and Mr. Rowland standing 
on either side, and bowing at the same time. 
The rest of my suite were arranged on either 
hand of the verandah. Before the front of my 
house I had miade a railing of bamboo- lattice- 
work, covered on the outside with yellow doth, 
and over it gold and silver tange was spread ; im- 
mediately in front of the veranda, was a portico 
forty-eight feet long, covered on the top with 
scarlet cloth, hanging down .towards the front 
about three feet, with gold tange along the front, 
dropping about two feet below the red cloth. 
The bamboo pillars, ^., covered wilh yeUow 
silk, and a screen of yellow silk curtains along 
the front of the verandah, so as entirely to cover 
the piers, leaving the doors open. The house 
was also newly white-washed, and the road 
levelled and sanded before the door; and just 
before his majesty passed, I had the road strewed 
with gold-leaf: the crowd were kept clear of the 
front by a Burmhan peon; and on the whole, . for 
this place, we made a very fine show. The 
mtent, however, was every thing, and it being 
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wholly unexpected. He was highly gratified, 
saying aloud to his courtiers, '' Ah, this is the 
company, that is my Resident,*^ and kept his eyes 
on me the whole time he was passing. . On each 
side his majesty's carriage marched spearmen, and 
it was surrminded by a crowd of his ^courtiers, 6fc. 
^c. ; immediately after it, followed foot soldiers, 
troopers, and war-elephants, but the whole too 
irregular and insignificant .to make any im- 
pression on me. After his majestv, came the 
Enga Tekaing on horse-back, preceded and fol- 
lowed by foot-soldiers and spearmin, and sur- 
rounded by his particular servants.' He looked 
towards me till be came immediatdly opposite, 
and then afifected to turn his head another way. 
I rose and bowed to him as he peissed. After 
him came a number of gilt palkees, with the 
queens and concubines, each with thiir particular 
female servants ; young princes carried on men's 
shoulders, with gilt umbrellas over them; and 
hackeries variously decomted with women of the 
palace. About half-past eleven the prince of 
Prone passed on horse-back, with something less 
state than the enga. He looked steadfiistly at 
me tiie whole time he was passing, and I rose 
and bowed to him. I waited half an hour longer 
for the other princes; when, hearing they had 
taken another road, I ordered money to be dis- 
tributed among the crowd, and retired. The 
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whole of this procession was very irregular, and 
the paraphernalia much below what I tapectecL 
In the intervals; between the pmmig of the 
seveml persons of the royal faiiodly, the crowd 
could hardly be kept within bounds by my pedn ; 
but, when any of the royal family approached, 
they flew like so many shadows cfooDhing to the 
ground. I also observed, that the gilt diattres, 
servants, and carriages, were obliged to make 
several trips for the inferior brandies of the royid 
fiunily. There might be altogether about 100 
elephants in the procession, but some of them 
Very small, and most of them very poor, and 
meanly equipped. The foot-guards could not 
amount to more than five or six hundred men 
altogether, and the troopers to sixty or eighty. 

June 9. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to congratulate the mhee whoonghee on his safe 
arrival. He informed him, that he was very un- 
well, and wished to see me, as he should have 
but little leisure when able to go to the looto 
and palace. Immediately on hearing this, I sent 
to inform him, that I would do myself the 
pleasure of waiting on him ; when he wished to 
excuse himself to the messenger for that day, 
saying, his house was not prepared to receive 
me. I, however, sent word back, I should come 
to see him privately as a friend, and required no 
ceremony. I accordingly went to his house, and 
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w» introduced into his furiyaie room^ where I 
found him lying on a mat; another was placed for 
me to sit on, near him ; tibey alsd gave me a pillow 
to lean oa. There :were pres^it his eldest son» 
a dark, stout young man, and his two wires ; the 
rest of the room was covered with ooalse, com- 
mon mats, and without aiiy decomtion or furni- 
ture. After the usual compliments^ he informed 
me how he had treated the Bengal messenger, 
and pnwused to send me the name of his prin- 
cipal. He WIS very aflhble and full of professions 
of friendship, sajring^ in their loose way of talk- 
ing, my business was done> ^c. This being the 
day o£ an eclipse of the moon, it gave occasion 
for a conversation on those subjects, and he ex- 
pmswd a great desire of learning astronomy 
from me, (or rather astrology). I told him we 
did not study the science with a view to calculate 
nativities^ ^c, but to foretel and explain the 
phenomena of nature, and that I should be happy 
to instruct him, as for as my own limited knowledge 
would permit He directed his son to cultivate 
my acquaintance, saying, such persons rarely 
come to our country, and we should therefore 
endeavour to benefit by their society while they 
stay. He offered me half his house, (which ia 
very CMDanodious and welUbuilt), if I chose to 
come and live with him. He also desired I would 
come and stay all next day with him, and bring 
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my dinner, as he loyed our. style of liTing; and,, 
in short, used eveiy. endeavour, according .to 
their ideas of politeness -and coarse manners, to 
convince me of his friendship. I drank tea with 
him, and. gave him a bottle of peppermint, shew- 
ing him how to use it, ifc. He is troubled with, 
a bowel complaint and vomiting, arising from a 
top free indulgence with mangoes, and other 
excess ; but, to attempt to treat the complaint in 
our manner, might be attended with dangeroa& 
consequences ; and the peppermint may check the 
inclination to vomit, and can do him no harm. 
About twelve at noon I left hiuL I also sent in the 
morning to inquire after the health of the paeaam 
whoonghee, who informed my interpreter, that 
his majesty was very well pleased with my at» 
tention on the day of his entrance. 

June 10. About eight ^.m., agreeably to my 
promise, I waited on the mhee whoonghee, and 
was detained for some time in the outer andi- 
ence-hall, which was excused by saying, they 
were preparing the inner room. When desired 
to go to the inner room, I found that the only 
prejparalion made was, spreading two long, narrow* 
mats, one in front for me, the other for Mr. 
Burnett and the principal persons of his fih 
mily. His excellency was still under the hands 
of the barber in a distant comer of the room ;* 
when shaved, he came and seated. himself ata- 
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considerable distance to my left» in front. I wm 
pleased to observe, be af>peared mudi better this 
day; and said be had taken of my medicine^ 
and derived mndi benefit from it In doming to 
ihe house, my people saw Moncooftiise' in the 
componnd. His excellency had promised he 
should attend this morning to translate my me- 
morials. However, it soon appeared that he had 
forged a story, to induce his excellency to let 
Mm go. His excellency telling me, that Mon- 
oourtnse had informed him that I was. angry with 
him, and did not wish to see him; he add^, 
that I ouj^t in policy to keep friends with him 
until my business was finished, aA theYe was no 
other person so capable of translating my papers. 
As it was easy to perceive which way his ex« 
cellency leant, and knowing how naturally they 
were ineKned to procrastinate from a hope of 
obtetnihg more presents, I therefore thought it 
prudent to say nothing of obtaining another ih-^ 
terpreter at preseitt, and to adopt his advice 
with the best grace possible ; I therefore first 
opened my mind very freely in respect to Mon- 
eourtuse, and told him, it was my firm opinion 
that nothing but rigid treatment would keep him 
in due subjection : however, out of deference to 
his excellency's wishes, I would forget all that 
was past, on condition of his, (IVfoncourtuse's), 
proceeding with the translations without further 
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delay. This oonoession seemed to pleas^ him, 
and he promised that he should attend at his 
house early the next morning. He vas abo 
pleased to promise, I should have a copy of ithe 
letter that had been brought from Bei^al, and 
that he would also deliver up the bearer to me 
to do as I pleased with him. These people 
seem to have no idea of the turpitude of lying* 
Yesterday he positively told me, he had torn the 
letter without reading it ; this, however, I knew 
to be false, as a servant of mine had actually 
obtaii^d tile perusal of the original; but this was 
not a tirade to take notice of such disgraceful ooA- 
tradictions. After about two hours* conversation 
on various topics, he ordered a bed to be placed 
for me in his outer hall of audience, telling me 
I should be more at my ease there, as it was 
a long time to dinner, or that I might take a 
walk to view the fort, Src Willing to humour 
him, I had detennined to pass the day in his 
house; however, finding the outer hatl a common 
rendezvous for all comers, I availed myself of 
the opportunity of his calling me to him i^ain 
in the inner room, to say that I would take a 
ride, and would return befoite dinner. On leaving 
him, I therefore returned home. At half^past 
three I returned with Mr. Burnett, ^c, to the 
Whoonghee's house : when I arrived I was shewn 
into the outer hall, and told, Aat his excellency 
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was bathing, I theifefore seated mysel£.very con- 
tentedly; however, sometime afterwards^ seeing 
stiangers admitted into the inner room, and not 
lilung my then situation, I desired that the 
whoonghee might be infonned that I had been 
dome time in the house. I was then told he was 
busy ib priyate consultation with some of the 
principal officers of the palace* Finding that 
they would not inform him of my being arrived, 
and more strangers ooming into the hall, I de- 
termined to return home, as the best means of 
convincing them that I was not pleased with 
9uch disrespectful treatment; but ordered my 
interpreter to remain, and present the dinner 1 
had prepared, with my respects to the whoopghee* 
and to 9ay, that I supposed bis excellency was 
engaged for the day, and therefore I would watt 
on him some other time. I had not, however, 
proceeded &r, when my interpreter came gallpp- 
ping after me; telling me, the whoQn|^hee had 
sent several of his servants after me, to beg I 
^ould return, and to excuse him ; the fault pro- 
ceeding entirely from hb servants, who had not 
informed him that I was at his house. He further 
informed me, that the whoonghee was in a violent 
rage with his servants ; had come out himself to 
the outer verandah, and told them, if I did not 
return he would take off some of their heads; 
adding, '' do you wish me to lose my head ? 
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what would his iniyesty say, if he knew that the 
Resident had left my house in iUs maimer?'* As 
I only wished to make falrn sensible of the neg- 
lect, and prevent any thing of the kind ha]^ien» 
ing again, I therefore returned, and was imme- 
diately admitted into the inner room, when I 
perceired the whoonghee much agitated indeed. 
He repeatedly requested of me to excuse him ; 
that the ikult was entirely his servants', as he was 
in fact asleep, and none of them came to acquaint 
him of my arrival. (The truth is, he is so severe 
and arbitrary, that they hardly dare speak to 
him). I of course softened every thing, and 
dinner opportunely arriving, we adjourned to the 
other room to partake of it. Every thing was 
furnished by me, but the floor on which the taUe- 
cloths were spread, and the mats we sat on. He 
vlmired every thing, but was particularly pleased 
with a roast pig, and the bread, of which he 
requested I would send him a loaf every day, 
which I readily promised. Passion had quite 
taken away his appetite, he therefore requested 
I would let his servants put by some of the dishes 
for him: I gave theip the whole, on which his 
excellency with his wives afterwards regaled in 
private. Out of compliment to their prejudices, 
I did not take any wine. A few minutes after 
the cloth was removed, he begged leave to retire, 
when I also took my leave, and returned home. 
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Immediately after I was out of his court-yard, he 
had his gates shnt, with an intention, as suimised 
by my mewjerry, to panish some of his people. 
A Portuguese arrived in a war-boat from Rangoon, 
brought me the welcome news, diat a packet 
firom Bengal for me had arrived there, and that 
my sui^eon was on the eve of setting out to join 
me, when he left Rangoon; and, as he had 
been greatly delayed on the road, I might expect 
him in a few days. 

Jufie 11. In the morning early, I sent his ex- 
cellency a dish of buttered rolls for breakfast, fer 
which he returned thanks. At ten a.m., no 
summons arriving for Mr. Burnett, ^c, who were 
to attend with the papers for translation, I there- 
fore sent him with a message to the whoonghee, 
importing the necessity of his exacting a rigid 
obedience from Moncourtnse. They were ad- 
mitted to the whoonghee, who told them, he was 
so unwell, that he begged tx> be excused talking 
on business that day : there being no appeaiance 
of Moncourtuse's attending, Mr. Burnett re- 
turned. In the evening I sent the whoonghee 
two dishes of our cookery by my interpreter, 
which gave him an opportunity of explaining to 
him some improper conduct of his servants to 
Mr. Burnett, which had been fidsely represented 
to him. He gave him two peons, to go in search 
of Moncovrtuse, and gave positive orders that 
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he should be brought the next day. The young 
chobwah dined with ine» and in the evening one 
of the offioem of the palace paid me a yisit. 

June 12. The peona found Moncourtuse at 
the Enga Tekaing's ffaome, where he was stand- 
ing a suit of mm. can. He begged them to ex- 
cuse him for that day, and promised faithfully to 
attend at the whoongfaee's the next morning. 
The whoonghee is ako said to be mudi worse 
than before: thus another day is lost. 

In the evening I rode to the ground where Cap- 
tain Symes, ^c, lived while attending this court. 
Their bungabows were built on the skirts of a 
pleasant grove, and on the south margin of a 
small lake, about one mile in a direct line distant 
from the fort: the situation was very pleasant, 
and such as I should prefer were I to re^de here. 
In returning I took a long drcuit to the eastward, 
and along the north side of the fort. Early in 
the morning the whoonghee's people sent to 
inform me, that Moncourtuse was attending. I 
sent off Mr. Burnett and my interpreter imme- 
diately, but, before they arrived, the whoonghee's 
writers had suffered Mr. Moncourtuse to go, under 
pretence of his being particularly wanted to 
tmnslate some papers for the Enga's whoon, pio- 
mising foithfoUy, however, to attend early the 
next morning. These particular papers, I after- 
wards found, was a paltry French novel, with 
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cuts, which the whoon wanted expkiined ; thus 
another day is lost. 

June 14. In the tnoraing early I sent my in- 
terpreter with a message, and a diamond ring to 
the whoonghee. He had admittance to him, and 
found him much better: he appeared muck 
pleased with the message, ^c, and requested to 
see me the next morning early. Moncourtute 
excused his attendance this day, under pretence 
of a complaint in his bowels : thus another day 
is lost. In the evening two of the whoonghee*s 
head writers came to request I would send him 
another bottle of peppermint, having found great 
benefit from the last. I gave them all I had^ 
half a bottle. They also informed me, that they 
were sent to see if Moncourtuse was really ill or 
not, and repeated his excellency's request to see 
me the next morning. 

I rode to view the southern suburbs of the 
city, and a new religious building of the pacaam 
whoongfaee's ; it is of masonry, of a mixed style, 
half Burmhan, half European ; *being plastered 
and terraced, with a kind of Tuscan pilastres 
and cornice. The capitals, mouldings, battle- 
ments, and door frames, ^., decorated with 
gilding and painting. One of the keouns for the 
poonghees, is very highly finished, according to 
the Burmhan taste : the whole of the buildings 
cover a large extent of ground on both sides of 
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Oke ttwd, and must hare cost him at least two 
lack of ticals. 

Jum 15. About eight a.m., I went to Ijhe 
mhee whoonghee's house, agreeably to my pn>- 
m»e; I was immedia4;ely adnftitted to his inner 
atadienoe-rcMmi, where I found him sitting on a 
lottnd, dirty palat or pad, of quilted broad doth, 
leaning against one of the centre pillars of the 
room, dressed in a soiled silk lunghee ; a ena- 
mon musliix head fillet, or handkerchief, birt 
without any banyan ; this is the ordinary style of 
dress from the. highest to the lowest, within 
doors: a common mat, edged with couse red 
cotton cloth, ^as placed for me,, close to the 
other centre pillar, (there are two in Uiis room 
which suiq[)ort. the roof). He appeared much 
better, and highly extolled the peppermint I had 
sent him, and said he held it so precious, that he 
only took five drops instead of thirty, as I had 
prescribed. He sent for the bottle to take a dose 
before me; but, instead of five, he at least took 
sixty drops.- I mention this as a proof among 
ten thousand of the looseness of this people's con- 
versation. They will affirm a thing as a fiust 
one moment, and prove it a lie the n^xt A 
desultory conversation took place, and several 
people came in to talk to him on business, 
mostly respecting 4;he revenues; to {dead inability 
of fulfilling their contracts, and assign reasons 
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fof the de&lcation. His exceUeaoy revested my 
penniaflion to go and eat his breakfast, and re* 
tired to a corner of the room behind me for that 
purpose; it was served up in coarse red lac* 
quered trays, not better in af^amnce or quality 
thaa {onaa the fiire of a common retail merchairt 
who lives next door to me ; being a lai^e ptate 
of coar9&<boiled rice, with two or ifairee cups of 
vegetable and fish curries sliced, cocoa-nut, and 
btatchong. He continued talking, during his 
meal, to various suitors who came in, and who 
maintained the same posture all the time Aey 
were speaking. After his meal, be rihced his 
mouth with, and dmnk, water ; 1^ then smdced 
tobacco out of a pipe, the tube a perforated 
bamboo, five or six feet long, ornamented with a 
mouth-piece of gold, the bowl of earthen-ware 
hooped with silver ; the tobacco-leaf was unma* 
nu^Mured, and broken into small pieces to fiU 
the bowl, with a live coal of wood placed cm it; 
after he had finished his pipe, he returned to his 
fom^r seat Three men were brought before him 
uniihackled, accused of having robbed aad mur- 
dered one of the collectors of the revenue ; they 
i^>peaied as unconcerned as if they had only 
been brought on some common business. The 
principal, an ilUooking young man, answered 
his interrogations with the usual tokens of 're- 
spect, but with' firmness; looking him in the fisice 
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idl the time ; when ordered to retire, they re- 
treated backwards, their bodies beut all the time. 
Mr. Moneourtuae was now called in, and, not- 
withstanding all that had passed, as graciously 
received as the best; he is as servHe in his 
prostrations as the most menial Burmhan, pre- 
fiu^ing his responses, or addresses, wkh your 
slave, my lord (prsn keundo); the wfaoongfaee 
ordered him to set about the translations imme- 
diately, and to get them finished by the next 
evening; but another demur now occurred on 
aeoount of the absence of his excellency's writer. 
During this delay, I wished to have spoken to 
his excellency on the subject of the memoriids, 
Src., and requested that he would indulge me 
with a few moments' private conveisation ; he ex- 
cused himself by saying, die people pre8ent(afidse- 
bood by-the-by,) were of consequence, and that 
he coidd not desire them to withdraw with pro- 
priety, and desiring to defer my discussion of the 
memorials until they were translated As I was 
not very well pleased with this reply, I requested 
to know, why his excellency had desired to see 
me this morning ? As he knew not how to answer 
this question, he evaded it, by asking what was 
the reason that broad-doth was so scaiee at present 
at Amaiapomah? And requesting to kiU>w if I 
had any to dispose o£ I desired his exeelleney 
might be told (what, indeed, he well knew) .that 
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I WAS no mekcfaailt ; that I supfiose the scarcity 
of European articles arose from the suspense of 
the English mexehants during my negotiations ; 
buf that, as soon as my business was satisfactorily 
settled, he might depend on seeing a great 
chaiige in every respect for the better. He then 
jOfune mcNre immediately to the point, saying the 
lung's grandson wanted some scarlet broad-cloth, 
to make a curtain for the house of the expected 
White elephant, and requested to know if I could 
dparo him any. I desired he might be told, that 
I had every wish to oblige the Toyal fiunily, and 
had given so .many proofs of it^ that it was un- 
reasonable to expect moro until they gave proo& 
^n their part of a desire to oblige me; he re- 
joined, that every body should comply with the 
defflres of the young prince, being so great a 
favourite of the king's ; that he was impatient of 
any delay ; when he wanted a cup, for example, he 
never ceased idling out, " A cup, a cup, a cup," 
luitil he was gntified. I desired he might be 
told, it was in his power to accelerate his gra- 
tification by expediting my business ; when that 
was done, he might expect every thing from my 
gratitude, but nothing more before. To beg this 
cloth was, in fact, the purport of his sending for 
me; and now, finding me so impracticable, he 
told me he would not det^n me any longer ; that 
Mr. Burnett, and my interpreter, might remain, 
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aad he would give eflbctual orders for expediliiig 
the traiiBlatioiis ; I, therefore, took my leave 
and retired. In the evening, Mr. Burnett, ^c, 
returned, and informed me that they had 
got through the first and second memorial. 
This day the whoonghee went to the looto 
for die first time since his return from Keoun- 
meoun. Mr. Moneourtuse promised to be at die 
whoonghee's very early next morning, but said, 
if he was not provided with tea, #-c., he should 
go and breakfast with the enga's whoon ; through 
the &vour of this patron, he had ousted the 
plaintiff in the suit of crim. can. brought against 
him, and even obtained damages. He had also 
gained considerably from the same shameful par- 
tiality, by pleading causes in the enga's court 
Some idea may be formed of the officers of these 
courts by their patronising a man whom they, 
and all, pronounce a scoundrel. 

June 16. Early in the morning, I sent Mr. Bur- 
nett and my interpreter to proceed with the 
translations ; that they might proceed without in- 
terruption, I took care to have them amply pro- 
vided with breakfast and dinner. I forgot to 
mention, that yesterday, while they were about 
the translations, the who<mghee came to them, 
and told Moneourtuse to endeavour to get some 
scarlet clodi for him : this was spoke doud, so 
that Mr. Burnett, ^c, might hear it, and is an 
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instance of the meanness and low cunning Hiat 
pervades all their actions, from the highest to 
the lowest ; the same injunctions were repeated 
this day. At four p.m. Mr. Burnett returned, 
and informed me that all the translations were 
completed; it only remained to make a fair copy 
of the Burmhan writing, which was to be done 
next da,y. 

Mr. Moncourtuse in translating, whenever he 
came to the word I, or me, under pretence that 
there was no other mode of rendering it politely; 
constantly introduced the term *' praw kuendo,'* 
which he averred, meant your humble servant^ 
but, in fiict, literally means your lordship's slave: 
I, therefore, thought proper to speak of myself, 
wherever I, or me, occurred in the third person, as 
the Resident, or the Representative of the Go- 
vernor-General, for the term his majesty uses to 
designate me, is Gogouncy, or, the Company; 
and as he has given the same title to a scoundrel 
of a Mussulman, (Bhoodhim), who has purchased 
firom his courtiers the exclusive privilege of trade 
at Rangoon, and has been practising a thousand 
infiamous tricks there, I, therefore, do not mean 
to admit the use of the term, Gogouncy, as a 
proper designation for me ; and trust, the ho- 
nourable the Governor-General, ^c, will approve 
of my tenaciousness on these points. 

June 17. This being the Burmhan sabbath, or 

T 
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the thii!d quarter of the moon, the whooaghee's 
writer did not attend during the day, but called 
on me in the evenii^, and promised to get the 
fiur copy finished to-morrow. The inhabitants of 
the king's street, where I live, have been or- 
dered to decorate the front of their houses, and 
fill their shops with goods, prep^uratory to the 
entrance of the Assamese princess. I had a visit 
this morning from the woondock, Moioqhio- 
qhine's wife. In the evening the pacaam whoon- 
ghee set off by water, to escort the Assamese 
princess to court ; the third whoonghee has been 
some time absent on a journey to Tougher, to 
escort to court, a sacred white elephant, lately 
caught. The mhee whoonghee remains to con- 
duct the business of the empire ; this marks his 
consequence, and the confidence reposed in him 
by his sovereign ; he, in fact, is nearly as abso- 
lute as his master, often passing capital sentences 
without reference. 

JuM 18. I was obliged to send this day to 
spur the whoonghee's head writer, to hasten the 
fiadr copy of the memorials ; nothing can be done 
but by feeing from the top to the bottom of the 
list. A small squadson of merchant boats arrived 
from Rangoon ; by them, I had a confirmation oif 
the news of my surgeon's having arrived, buit 
they could not tell me when he would set off 
to join me. They left Rangoon the 23d of 
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Mfty, and weie twaitfrfive days on die pas- 

Jtim 21. la the moming, the whomigfaee'a 
write» hsoiight me the £ur Bunnhan copy of the 
memorials ; I giatified them for their diligence^ 
and sent it to the whoonghee. This day. the 
two white elephants arrived, and as all the great 
officers^ Sfci, were obliged to attend at court on 
so momentous an occasion, of course I could not 
expect any attention to my business ; the mhee 
whoong^e, however, sent me word, that he ex* 
pected to be at leisure the 23d, when ha should 
be Imppy to see me. 

Jvw 23. Early in the morning the somba (or 
third) whoonghee passed by from the fort, with 
several oflBicers of the court, troops, Sfc, it being 
expected that the Assamese princess would arrive 
in. the couise of the morning ; she did not arrive, 
however, yet several of the inhabitants were 
punished for not having their houses in readiness* 

Jtme 23. The whoonghee was summoned to 
the palace early this morning, and kept waiting 
there with the whole court till three in the 
evening. About six in the evening, he sent hij^ 
son to apologize for his not seeing me, and to 
express his hopes of being able to see me to* 
morrow. The Assamese princess did not arrive ; 
it is supposed the pacaam whoonghee delays her 
arrival, to give full time for preparation. 

T» 
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June 34<. This morning the Assamese princess 
came, and was lodged in the temporary bungar 
low (palace erected for her on the banks of the 
river), where she is toremain until the lucky hour 
arrives for her introduction to his majesty. 

Jtme 25« I' received a message from his majesty, 
requesting I would ornament the front of my 
house the day of the procession, and informing 
me, that it would take place the next morning. 
This I had previously intended doing, and had 
made preparations accordingly ; people from court 
passing all day with various presents of refresh* 
ments, ^., on gilt trays, for the Assamese 
princess. About noon, I received a visit from 
the whoon of the first queen ; he is a man of the 
first influence in the haram, and had been to see 
the princess by order of his majesty, and was 
returning to make his report of her person, man- 
ners, ^c. He made me a frank tender of his 
friendship, and promised to use his influence 
with his royal mistress to promote the objects of 
my mission, which I received with due acknow- 
ledgments, and had the satisfaction to perceive 
he was much gratified by his reception. 

About three p. m., Mr. Keys, surgeon, arrived 
from Rangoon, he had only been eighteen days 
on his passage ; by him I had the satisfaction to 
receive a great number of European and other 
letters, with Indian papers up to the beginning 
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of April: also, infonnation that Zemaun Sha had^ 
retired to his own country ; and that the honour- 
able the Governor-General had returned in gdod 
health to Calcutta. I had not, however, the 
happiness of receiving the smallest intelligence 
from government. By him I also received the 
petitions of the Rangoon merchants, relative to 
the oppressions they have suffered through the 
intrigues of Bhoodhim. 

June 26. Early in the morning the queen mo- 
ther^ in a superb palkee of state, borne by thirty- 
six men, and attended by a great number of the 
ladies of the palace in their palkees, passed by on 
their way to accompany the Assamese princess to 
court ; also a party of troopers, musketeers, speai^- 
men, ^c. The fronts of all the. houses in the 
high street, through which the procession is to 
pass, are ornamented with verandahs of bamiboo^ 
and mats, so constructed as to form a double roof 
open towards the street, ornamented with painted 
borders ; and the shops filled with their best goods, 
which were to be sold to the princess's retinue at 
reduced rates. Cannon were planted at all the 
cross streets; plaintain trees and sugar canes 
planted on each side the street, and the street 
clean swept. About half past seven a. m. the pro- 
cession began to pass by. First iti order were 
spearmen, then musketeers, then Burmhan bra- 
mins, then music, then state chattres of a parti- 
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dnlar constraction, then the queen mother^s state 
equipage of beaten gold, then the queen mother 
in her stitte palkee, vety high and laige ; on the 
fkatform of the palkee two young women ridity 
dh%»8ed Icnelt in front, and two in the rear, fimng 
inwards, with their hands closed pabn to palin> 
and raised to their foreheads, in the BttTmhaB 
mode of paying homage. Men bearing gilt chat- 
tres surrounded the palkee. After the que^i 
mother's palkee followed a small body of cavahy, 
then spearmen and musketeers, then men cany- 
ing the princess's dowry, consisting t/( elephants' 
teeth, jasper-stones, Assamese ams, chests ef 
clothes, bedding, ^c. 8fc. ; then followed sevenl 
Assamese bramins, wi^ white tiiitens, ind long 
white jammahs. Then two woondocks, and se^ 
veral otJier Burmhan officers ; then women cfaressed 
in white, beating large tom-toms, whh crooked 
silver soontahs, others sounding silver trumpets 
of various forms, ^hers playing on silver cym- 
bals ; then followed the princess's state equipage of 
beaten gold ; then the princess in a superb state 
palkee, borne as the queen mother's, with two 
young women kneeling in front and rear; the cur- 
tains were of Chinese flowered gabze, so that i^e 
might see without being seen : immediately 'afier 
her followed another party of Bunnhm hotae, 
then about twenty paik^es, with court ladies^ aad 
the whole was closed by musketeers, spearmen. 
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Sfc. The front of my house was ornamented, and 
Bunnhan dancers and musicians exhibited in the 
front verandah. I had my breakfast-table placed 
in the front verandah, at which we were seated 
when the procession passed. 

June 27. I have had advances made to me 
these two or three days past from several persons 
belonging to the first queen's household ; also in- 
timation of the &vourable sentiments entertained 
of me by the Engai Tekaing. 

June 28. I forgot to mention, that I received by 
Mr. Keys, a very polite and friendly letter from 
the mayhoon of Hunzawuddy. He shewed Mr. 
Keys a good deal of attention, while at Rangoon 
and gave him a guard for his boat. 

June 29. In the morning the king's grandson 
sent me an electrical machine, and requested me 
to put it in order for him, which I soon did, and 
got it to work very well. He then sent to request 
I would let Mr. Keys and Mr. Burnett go to the 
palace to shew him some experiments with it. 
As I did not approve of the mode in which the 
message was communicated I sent my interpreter 
to him with the machine, with my best respects, 
and a present of a fowling-piece, and a bottle of 
English comfits ; and desired him to inform the 
prince, that it would always give me much plea- 
sure to gratify his wishes, but that as the gentle- 
men of my family were not menials, it was neces- 
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8ary they should be treated with attention ; that 
they would wait on him at any time if he would 
send some persons of rank of his household to 
conduct them, and prevent them being treated 
with rudeness by the guards or servants of the 
palace ; also that they might not be required to 
take off their shoes before they came to the pa- 
lace. He returned a very polite answer ; said 
that my wishes should be complied with, as far 
as lay in his power ; but that as the palace was 
not his, he hoped I would wuve something out 
of friendship for him until he could obtain per- 
mission of his grandfather for the whole. 

June 30. Yesterday the mhee whoonghee sent to 
apologize to me for the delay in my business, 
owing to the ceremonies, ^c, attending the arrival 
of the Assamese princess. He said he wished to 
see me, but was afraid in case he was called away 
to the palace that I might be offended. This con- 
cession from so haughty a man is a proof that I 
have already impressed them with some sentiments 
of respect, and induces a hope that in time busi- 
ness may be transacted with them without degrad- 
ing humiliations on our part About half-past one 
P. M., the young prince sent two officers of his 
household to conduct Mr. Keys and Mr. Burnett 
to the palace : they were instructed to assure me, 
that they should be received with attention, and 
that they were to be allowed to keep on their 
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shoes until they came to the third or inner court 
of the palace. As I thought this a fair opportu- 
nity of cultiyating an acquaintance with the young 
prince, and thereby obliging his grandfather, who 
doats on him, I therefore determined to waive a 
part of what I had stipulated for ; but at the same 
time gave Mr. Keys a written message to the 
prince, informing him, that I yielded in the present 
instance, through motives of friendship for him^ 
but that I fully relied on his promise of applying 
to his majesty to permit us in future to come to 
the palace without taking off our shoes, Sfc. 

When they arrived at the third gate, they were 
met by two of the mhee whoonghee's sons, who 
conducted them to a room erected for the occasion, 
spread with carpets, with a kind of throne: th^ 
young prince was seated, and the courtiers, among 
whom were three illegitimate sons of the king, 
and nine others of the royal family, were seated in 
regular order on the floor; a great number of 
guards and domestics without. The young prince 
listened attentively to my message, expressed 
himself much satisfied with the proof I had given 
him of my friendship, and desired I might be as* 
sured he would make a point of obtaining from 
his grand&ther the concession I wished for. Mr. 
Keys then began to shew the experiments on elec- 
tricity as drawing sparks, giving shocks under 
various circumstances, and firing spirits. They 
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were highly delighted and astonished, and une- 
quivocally confessed the superiority of our attain- 
ments. During the whole time they behaved with 
great politeness and attention to Mr. Keys and Mr. 
Burnett, who left the room about five o'clock; 
but as they were going out the young prince sent 
to know if they would like to see his white ele- 
phant, and on their going to its stable, or ra^er 
palace, according to the Burmhan court style, he 
went himself to the place by another route, as a 
furdver mark of his attention. On the whole, both 
parties seem to have been mutually pleased, and 
I hope the interview will be attended with iavour- 
ble consequences. 

JulyH. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to inquire of the mhee whoonghee whether any 
progress had been made in my business. He sent 
me word in return, that his majesty had hitherto 
been so much engaged with his new queen, the 
white elephant, and the poonghees, that all pub- 
lic business had been neglected ; that, however, 
he hoped to have an opportunity of delivering my 
memorials to-morrow, and therefore would be 
glad to see me early the next morning, that we 
might read them over before he went to the pa- 
lace. I have been using every endeavour in my 
power, for these some days past, to convey through 
various channels to his majesty my impatience of 
fafther delay. 
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JuhfS. At eight A.M. I wmt to the who(m^ 
gliee^ wilti Mr. Keys ; there were several pedple 
with bim. He reclining in haughty savage sttfte 
en his mat, en deshabiUe, as iisnal. After the usnai 
compMmente, he asked me if I had bronght the 
tetters, a mere affectaition of ignomnce, as he 
Well knew they had been in his own possession 
three weeks before. At fir^t he semaed inclined 
to shew his oonsequenoe before the people assem^ 
Med, by tfeatii^ me tather cavalierly ; however, 
meeting with two or three rubs in his career, be 
at length condescended to be tery a&ble and 
civil. He made many apologies for the delays 
which had occmred, but assured me that^ in a few 
days more, every thing woaid be completed to 
my wishes ; that I might vely on him, as he was 
bound by every tie of honour aond friendship to 
serve me ; and concluded with requesting, lirat I 
w6uld take the trouble to call again early the 
next thty, as his writer was not present who had 
tbe papers, and he was under the necessity o( 
attending his majesty early this morning. It is 
wcMlhy remark, that «ven at the time tiiese people 
are displapng the arrogance of tiieir temper, they 
cannot help acknowledging ourimperiority. Their 
eyes are continually bent on us with a gaze of 
admiration ; tkey listen vnUi surprise and BppUh 
batioiii to our repliefs and remarks; and confefi(8, 
hi uneqaivocal tenm, the correctness and deli- 
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cacy of our manners^ and the. supenority of our 
attainments. The whoonghee said aloud^ that he 
was ashamed to appear before us» or receiye us in 
his house, so decisive are our advantages in dress 
and manners over him. I endeavoured to soften 
this humiliating confession, by observing, that 
mere dress or manners gave no . advantage ; that 
true greatness flowed from the mind; and that 
every one knew his excellency was a great man. 
After sitting with him about three-quarters of an 
hour we withdrew. After we returned home, I 
sent to the king's grandson for the electrical ma- 
chine, to prepare some new experiments for his 
amusement, but had the mortification to find that 
they had cracked the only Leyden phial belong- 
ing to it. I. endeavoured to make another, but 
for want of a proper jar have succeeded but in- 
differently. 

. July 4. About half-past seven a. m. went to the 
whoonghee's with Mr. Keys. I had heard overnight, 
that he had had a consultation with the pacaam 
whoonghee on my business, and was pleased to 
observe there were no strangers present, and that 
his writer was in waiting with the papers. He 
immediately proceeded to business, by ordering 
his writer to begin reading the translation of my 
memorials. . When the man had advanced half- 
way through the first memorial, he . stopped him 
to observe that I claimed a seat in the looto» next 
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to the wliaong<ee'6» which was more than was al« 
lowed to the first prince of the blood. I replied 
that the difficulty might easily be avoided, if in- 
superable, by my not being required to attend at 
the looto. But if at any time my attendance was 
required there, I must persist in my claim. He 
then asked me if I had a copy of my first memo- 
rial to his majesty? Fearful that this question 
Was put with a view of affording a fresh pretext 
for delay, I evaded it, by saying, that I supposed 
his majesty's servants had the original. He said 
it was necessary that the substance of that me- 
morial should be again laid before his majesty, at 
least that part of it which stated the desire of the 
Governor-General to unite the interests of the 
two nations on the most solid basis of friendship 
and mutual support, to which his majesty had 
not yet acceded, as, in fact, every thing de- 
pended on that being first agreed to by his ma- 
jesty: for that, when he had consented to the 
union of the interests of the two nations, every 
thing else would follow of course. He, there- 
fore, requested I would permit him to dictate the 
preamble to the memorials in terms to the above 
effect. As I thought it would be a means of acce- 
lerating despatch, I, therefore, readily assented 
to his proposal, and he immediately dictated to his 
writer in substance as follows: — That the honour- 
able the Governor-General, #-c. ^c, having de- 
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puted ma to the |ir«8eiice for the pwpose of 
oemeating and maintaining a £riendly correspond* 
ence between the two nations* I had arrived at 
the Bunnhan court with my credentials, and en^ 
treated his majesty to accede to the wishes of 
the Honourable the Govemor-Generid,.as it miuKt 
eminently tend to the happiness and advantage 
of both nations. This preamble, after various 
emendations, was read to me, and I not only 
applauded the wisdom of the measure, but thanked 
him for his kind advice and assistance ; all which 
pleased him very much. Throughout the wJbpIe 
of this interview he was very aflbble and gn^ 
cioua, and applied to me, on every occasion, the 
term brother and friend. Without proceeding fur- 
ther in the reading, he told me it was unneces- 
sary for me to give myself any further trouble in 
the business ; that he would avml himself oi the 
first &vourable opportunity to lay the papers be- 
fore his majesty, and had no doubt of his acceding 
to the whole. On examining these papers, whidi 
contain many regulations of infinite importance, 
a person, unacquainted with my proceedings, 
would wonder at the apparent levity of these peo- 
ple, in passing them as it were undiscussed ; but 
the truth is, that although they have undergone 
no regular discussion, yet the substance has been 
deti^iled- repeatedly, and conveyed through nu- 
merous channels ; so that I have no doubt that 
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his majesty is fiiUy master of the subject, and has 

i made }xp his mind on it long since; and that all 

i these affected precautians of the whoonghee, were 

merely intended to enhance the value of his 

acquaintance. 

( July 5. At noon the king's grandson sent for 

, my Burmhan writer ; who. on his return informed 

I me, that the king had given the young prince my 

I camera obscura. Unable to adjust it, he had 

^ returned it; but the king immediately said, '' Why 

J don't you send to your firiend the resident, he will 

I instruct you. *' May I ?" asked the young prince 

eagerly. '' Yes," said the king, *' you may send 

to him whenever you please." He had, therefore, 

now sent to request, if I had any regard for him, 

that I would permit the gentlemen 1^ go to the 

palace, adding, that he would not expect the 

pleasure of seeing me as yet, but hoped that the 

diffieulties which prevented it at present, would 

soon be got over. About one o'clock two of the 

officers of his household came to conduct the 

gentlemen, and Mr. Keys and Mr. Burnett weiM; 

with them to Uie palace. They were politely 

received as before, and this day the young prince 

conversed familiarly with them ; was very aflbUe, 

and, for his years, shewed a considerable acute- 

neas of mind. He expressed a strong desire to 

see Calcutta, and desired Mr. Keys to tell me» 

that he would make a point of being present 
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when my memorials were laid before his grand- 
father by the whoonghee ; and, in case any ob- 
jection should arise to any part of them, he wonld 
entreat his grandfather to concede the point for 
his sake. They staid with him about three horns, 
and then retired, both parties apparently well- 
pleased. This being the anniversary of the Mo- 
horum, my servants have joined the natire Ma- 
homedams in their morning processions; the 
religion being fully tolerated here. 

July 6. This morning Mr. Keys waited on the 
mhee whoonghee to inquire afker his health, and 
make a tender of his services. He a{q[>eared 
much pleased with this mark of attention. His 
principal aim in desiring to see Mr. Keys, was to 
obtain venerea! provocatives. He desired Mr. Keys 
to inform me, that this day my memorials should 
be read in the looto, and forwarded to his ma- 
jesty ; and desired that my interpreter might 
attend at the opening of the looto, to witness the 
performance of this promise. Accordingly Mr. 
Rowland attended at the great looto at twelve 
o'clock. This is the first regular council of state 
that has been held since his majesty's return to 
Amarapoorah ; and, during the whole time of his 
absence, he has been immersed in religious con- 
tentions, in consequence a great deal of business 
has accumulated. When the court was assembled, 
the pacaam whoonghee, ordeied, that my memo- 
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rials should first be read : the first memorial was 
then read by the proper officer ; he then took it 
and looked it over himself, and then, without any 
comment, delivered it to the nakhan of the court, 
with orders to deliver it the next day to the at^ 
towawoomen of the palace, to be read to his mar 
jesty. The court then proceeded to other busi- 
ness, and Mr. Rowland retired. He observed 
that the king's grandson had servants placed to 
watch the proceedings of the court, and give him 
notice, agreeable to his promise. 

July 7. I received notice that my first memorial 
was read before his majesty this day, who qv- 
peared to approve of its contents; and ordered it 
to be returned to the looto, according to form, 
for their consideration and report; so that, at 
this rate of proceeding, another month may elapse 
before he comes to a final decision. Nothing was 
done at the looto respecting the other memorials; 
the truth is, that his majesty is still wavering in 
his mind respecting the line of conduct he shall 
adopt towards me; he is either fearfiil of the 
€X>nsequences, or desirous of enhancing the value 
of the favour, by increasing the difficulties of at- 
tainment. 

At the Intercession of his qneens, the royal 
family, #-c., (or more probably, convinced of the 
impracticability of his scheme of reforming the 
religion of his country,) he has at length re- 

u 
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seuidecl his r^Alutions of i?fi»fm, aqtd adDoutiM 
the piJMtltoQd agfiiii to liis ^yoqr; w tliat nearly 
the wbol^ t^me of bis ministess has been mn- 
ployed these two 44]!» la isaaing certificates of 
indeninificaticfB to the head9 of bhows of r^* 
Ugious societies* to relieve them from the pe- 
nalties they were liable to by |^is majesty's late 
regulations. I reoeiyed fi Ti#it froiii tiie jpsypiyhooa 
of Hunxawuddy's. broth^rim-laiW ; IffB pmcipil 
biudaess was to i^btiitt medical assistance for 
himself and fomily. fi!Qim Mr. Keys. He reported 
to. me the &vowabJle dispo^itioii of his majesty, 
tl^e heir-apparent, 4^., towards me; bat ap thw 
was, probably* with a view of en^aii^g success tp 
hia own request* much dep^ndenee is not to b^ 
placed' oui it ;wherci diiplioity ^ op firequent* sus- 
piciQB is a!t least pai^onable. 

Jfdy 8. In the monviiig I sent my interpreter 
to the head woondock* havings dwing my resi- 
dence at Mh^oon, received many mar|^ of 
attenticm from him; but, as he has been em* 
ployed ever sbice up the riTer> I baye npt had an 
opportunity lately of conmiuniquti^g with hiin« 
He desired Mr. R. to info^ga me,. that the present 
cause of demur arose from the shabunder of Ajs* 
rakan (a Malabar^ having irep^es^nted* ip ape- 
talioii to his majesty, that I ww^.to build a fort 
witbut the town of Rangoon; and warning h^of 
the di^oigelr ef admitting tjip Eoglisdb, to estabUsb 
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tb^niMlfCjS in liw (Jpinmioiia. He aid that, al- 
tboiq;fa his majesty entertaiiifid the mast &YOttr- 
able opinion, of the integritf and honour of the 
English, and was nmich pleased with my eondoct 
in partieuUr; yet aiaymiwg reports coming from 
so many quarters, induced a necessity for eantious 
deliberation oh an Qccasion which so nearly af* 
fected the interests of his ftmily and country* 
He,, at the same ttme* desiied him to assure me 
that no endeanrouiB on his part should be waiiting 
to expedite my bnsmess, and to obviate the 
effects of these malicious reports ; as he was fully 
eonvinced they were calumnies raised by lowf 
minded enviqus people, the enemies of both 
states^ He was pointedly attentive to Mr«R., 
told him I might command him at all hours, called 
his gate-porter, and gave him orders to admit him 
night or day whenever he should calL It is cur« 
nently believed this man vnil be appointed to the 
vacant whoongheeship, as he is known to possess 
a laige share of his majesty's oonfidence, and ia 
of acknowledged abilities* 

In the evening I received a visit .from the 
<pieen*s wfaoon, who came with a nmnerous and 
respectable train of attendants. He .is ^ man of 
very affitble deportment, and much in fiEnronr with 
boA their nugesties ; lie was highly pleased with 
0oaie eleetrioftl experiments, whidi wete shewn 
him* He said he was a fortunate man in being 

Us 
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&youred with my £neiijd8hip^ and rejoiced for 
his oountry, for the ad?antage8 it would leceive 
from its connexion with the English: that they 
were in darkness, and we only could enlighten 
them. He confirmed the report of the malicious 
representations of the Arrakan shabunder, and 
said, that although his majesty had too much 
sense to give any credit to them, he was unavoid- 
ably obliged to pay some attention to thooa. I 
used every argument in my power to e:q>06e die 
futility and malignity of these reports ; and he 
assured me that he would use all his interest 
with the queen, to obviate their e£Eects, and ex- 
pedite my business. 

July 9. In the morning I sent Mr. Keys with 
my interpreter, to pay his respects to the pacaam 
whooiighee, and to interest him to expedite my 
business. For. this purpose I gave Mr. Keys a 
written message, and a diamond-ring for him ; he 
received Mr. K. very politely, assured him that 
his best endeavours should be used to promote 
my views, as he was well convinced it would tend 
to his majesty's benefit. When he went to the 
looto, I understand that he brought my business 
ontheitapis, but nothing being determined, tiie 
first woondock said, ''If your excellencies will not 
lay these memorials .before his majesty, and 
oppose the unjust aspersions against the English, 
I will undertake the task." The. whoonghees, 
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piqued at his thus yoktnteering himself, asked 
what he in particular knew of the Ehiglish? He 
replied, that his knowledge was derived partly 
from experience, and partly from reading ; that^ 
as to where he got his knowledge was of no con- 
sequence ; it was high time something was done; 
and if no one else would stand forward he would. 

In the evening I sent my interpreter to two of 
the palace whoons, with a trifling present ; they 
received him civilly) and gave assurances of their 
friendship; the mhee whoonghee sent to request 
Mr. Keys would call on him to-morrow morning. 

July 10. About ten a.m., Mr. Keys, 4rc., went 
to the whee whoonghee, according to his request 
The gentleman was in one of his surly, savage 
humours : he did not order a mat for Mr. Keys to 
sit down on ; and when he seated himself on the 
common floor mats, desired him to remove further 
off, although he was two or three yards distant. 
He had already expended the cordial tincture 
sent him, and asked in a rude manner, if the 
doctor bad brought a fresh supply ; which being 
answered in the negative^ did not tend to increase 
his good humour. He was informed by Mr. K. 
that the medicine was not meant to be used so 
liberally ; that it would be prejudicial to him, and 
that it would be impossible to supply his excel** 
lency, as he had brought but a small quantity 
from Calcutta; he would, however, send him. 
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aiBothcr bottle» famt feoonuMndod a tempeiale use 
of it: Tke mecHeiiie BtaA was nothii^ mor6 thaa 
oil of cifiiuuMn, Wright's aromatie bitMte, aad a 
laige dose of Hoffinan's owe of aoyait ; vhidi atla- 
gethernadoa/rerypAkiitabledrani: aathatitisiio 
wonder tha 8fiir^;e liked iti Bui tiiis maais in- 
seilsible to acta of kindneflB, and is to be kept in 
4i«bJQetioa, or withia the bouads of deoeDcy, ooly 
by fear. Mr. Keys's explanation and pnwiise 
hwing soothed him a litOe^ h6 oondesc^ided to 
apeak of my business, and said^ in bis ioMe way, 
that it woirid soon be settled^ Mr. K, replied, 
that I should be happy to see his words verified, 
aa my patience was neariy eadmistfed. The 
whiMUighee then requested Mr. Keys to call it 
the loQlo, with, my iatefpretec, to get a copy of 
my first memorial made oak, ti» be presented with 
Ae other memorials ; bnt Mr. K^s asking if there 
was any particidar necessity fof his atlMiding^ he 
said the interpretcir would be suftcient: then 
saying ha wanted to* go to sleep, left him without 
further ceremony. Th« gross bdrnvioui' of die 
mhee whoongfaee'a, his. again bringing forwaid 
the subject of the first memoriali and the eaact 
inteHigenee I have of his wil£al praenMtinatiQn, 
detersnned me to lose no time in bringing the 
question luUy before the looto. I^ therefore, io^ 
mediately addressed a siessage ta <be looto, ex- 
pmssiv^ of my sentiments of tb^ir ooadttct, and 
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rfemaiiding an elpNcst at^wal ef their intefittbiis^ 
as I could not, consistent with myJ3taif, admit of 
any farther delay. I sent i/tt. BuMetl; with Ma 
inessage, and with orders to deliver the odginalll 
ot my memorials at the same tkne, and ^m nd 
account to bring them imxk. When Mr. tininneti 
aohriv^ at the looto, the court was open Ibr ba* 
sfness, and he was seated n^t io the wodndocAss. 
Oh its heitag amiolHiced that he had ai message to 
deKver fhinT.me, <he mhee #hoonghee sent his 
head writer to t«I} M^ B. that there wa» no ne- 
cessity for lAsr delivering the message^ as. the 
papers he had mentioned in the morning wer^ 
eopyiiig. Mr. B. pereisted in his resolution to 
deliver nty mes^e ; the mhee whoonghee again 
s^nt to hnn, but Witbmft eftct, md be mat wt<3i. 
no niore direct opposition: . Iti the fii^t instance 
a ^ind of brief petitk)ni was dmwn ^p by thd 
tiakhan of the court, stating tlmt Mr^ BiimJett, 
on such a day, at such an hour, came to tfaa 
golden looto, diaifgc^with a message fiom the 
English Resident, and requested permission to 
dcflivier it. Hiis was hand^ to the sand^gludi of 
the coiirt, and i^ted in A loud voice. Permis^ 
skm bemg granted, the dieissi^ ^te to be trans* 
lated into th^ BUhnhan lltii^aage befiire it could 
be delivered by the sandoghan. While the nak* 
ban was writing down the transladftn', a message 
came fin6m hisitaajesty, re(|Ulring the aMendatnM 
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of the wii<kHig)|e6» 4t the palMe: the wooDdocks, 
ffc.^ rew^ioed, but the eourt being; consider^ as 
bloken .up» aqme of them unrobed . themsdves. 
The translation finished) Mr. Burnett delivered 
the memorials to the nakhan, who promised to 
have the /message read the next day. The first 
woondoek wa^ pointedly attentive, approved of 
the me9sage, cmd encoutaged the nakhan to pro- 
ceed, when he demurred transcribing a strong 
pas8i^ge« Whether this message is.pubUcly deli- 
vered in the looto or not, k of no consequence ; 
my purpose is efl^cted, as the contents are known 
to so many persMs, that it must infallibly reach 
his miyesty's ears; indeed, it is the particular 
duty of the nakhan to communicate it to his ma- 
jesty, and it would endanger his head were he to 
suppress it. Hb miyesty, thereforo, cannot fiul 
knowing how much I have reason to be dissatis- 
fied with his ministers, and my determination to 
be trifled with no longer. The first woondock 
desired my interpreter to call at his house^ to- 
morrow morning. 

Jtdy 11. My ipterpreter went to the woon- 
dock's in the morning: he received him in a very 
friendly familiar manner, promised to bring my 
business before his majesty, and requested, in 
particular, to know what I wished to have done; 
and told Mr. R. that a deputation of officers of 
rank should wait on me next d«y with my corn- 
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nusdion firom hm mftjecrity as Resident: of Rangoon'/ 
He.requested» in particular, that I would have a 
little patience, and Ul wonld go well. 
I . Jufy 12. I araaled myself of tiieforwaird friendv 
ship of the woondook to send him a memotandum 
of my wishes ; pointing out the impropriety of post^ 
poning. my business, without, assigning any rea- 
son, or admittiag me to a meeting with his ma* 
jesty's ministers, when the respeettre claims and 
wishes of both parties m^ht be discussed. and 
adjusted ; at the same time stating the inutility of 
sending my commission, unless attended witih 
instructions to the Rangoon government to give 
it effect. He informed Mr. R. that he had pro- 
posed the sending the commission in the looto,' 
but that the mhee whoonghee had opposed it, 
saying, I must come to the looto'for the commieh 
sion. Nothing further had been done about my 
memorials. 

^ July 13. Finding the whoonghees .were.no 
longer to be depended on, and that there was a 
probable chance of convejring my sentiments: to 
his majesty, through the channel of this woon^ 
dock, I prepared a serious detail of all my griev- 
ances, in order to send Mr. Keys with it to .him 
early this morning; but was prevented by his 
majesty and the whole court going out to see 
some wild elephants secured in the royal keddah; 
It is situated about three-qiiarters of a mile to 
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the nofthward of thd fipfft, in Ihe sabwtiB, but on 
the banks, of the river; and it is said the Bnr- 
mhans are tiatj db^tterovs in Ais boskiesst of 
which I shaU, at a more oonTenient oppofert^dty, 
gire a deserqptiooD. About bali^paet four o'clock 
p. m. the court ratumed^ and, anxious to brings- 
B^E business to m conolumn, I sent Mr. Keys. 
wMi my inteipretof^ to the :woeado6k. He re- 
seised fadm widi marked attention, gttvcr.hmi a 
tfnar^ and seated Msomlf elcse. to him * bring, 
however, desirqiis o1 rahkatiofi, Mr. Keys ooald 
Bibt proceed fiur in my bwiness, bat received an 
iBPiritation toeali again early the liexl momiii^. 
- Jufy 14. Eaily th& mornfing Mr. Keyb, attended 
by the interpreter, west to die i^oandoiikis ao- 
cdrding to appointment, fie was^seesived as be- 
fefOy with mde fai«spitali«y,^ bot found great difii- 
ouky hn fixing his atteiition to the* business he 
came upon ; not as would appear from the want 
of imdination/ but, in truth; to want 61 under- 
standing. He (toiild^ fimniii6 copdeption* ef my 
being displeased at 'thfe^ firrelons trea<iQEieBlt i had 
eoifeiienced frem hisnugfesfy'S' miliisteis^ or of 
any HI oonsequ^ndes that eonid arise from the 
rejttotiou of ifiy clsinis for redrcfss of grievauees. 
Howe«e# the wlHole of ftiy mecwa ig e waV lUily 
tiwislatad into hja beoki atid he i^rd M i scd * ftitiP 
fitlly to have ifiiy memoriftb^ delMMd^ and aa<> 
swers ftturned to thett tin a fow days ; and, as a 
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fiedgeot hi» sincmljr, gare Mr. Ke}« a' ffaiiil oC 
betel» and requested that my intexprettf mi^i 
attend at Hht \6oio. Abott hatf-paat. lofee mMj 
Mr. KejFS fetaraed home, and lie went to the» 
palaice* 

. At noon my inteipmteir attended at the loel^ 
when tlie woondoek^ fcccosding to kfe ptotme^ 
braught forward tke business of my memoriabj 
^. The whoonghees immedialldy 4eclaMd thaft 
tie J wete inadmwsihley and without asrigningr 
any farther reason, aflbrmed thai Ihey^ woiAl naC 
pennit them to be laid before hn nu^esCy ; diat 
kis majesty^ agreeably to Sir Jain Shoca^s ktter^ 
had appointed me resident atBangooag but woolA 
not at present reoelfe any remontianee or 8tate«^ 
ment of grieTances; that indeed I aught rotana 
ia Hate or four monAs^ when, peiiia|M^ lie 
might deign to listen to me^ a&prewat I' had m 
fturthec daim.an his royal fiuronv; and IhatLmost 
oHna to tha looto to receire his onunnssmu Mjb 
intorpreter^ to wham, they addressed tbeaisaifM^ 
then asked if I oame to^ the. lootD» what phMi 
wotdd be assigned me ? They replied below the 
nakhan, one of the inferior offl^^ of' the eonr^ 
bemg the place Tidiere Captainf Symes was seated; 
My interpratet toM them they might vest aasured 
I would wat attend the looto> on those teims^ A 
desultory convemtion Aen toat plaoe, in whidik 
tiie whosn^ees, wosndocks^ and^othois, iadttfor^ 
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ently joined; €veiy one suggesting sometHing 
aocoidingto his caprice or pretensions to sagacity. 
One said, that when I came to the looto to re- 
ceive my commission, I must' take an oath of 
fidelity to his Burmhan majesty according to their 
fSmrm/otherwise 1 might play tricks: another said, 
that I should not hare permission to retire uniil 
ihie fugitives from Arrakan were delivered up, the 
Goremor^General, in his letter, having referred 
tihem to me on that subject': another advanced, 
that Chittagong, Luckipore, Dacca, and the whole 
of the Cassembiizar island, formeriy made part 
of the ancient dominions of Arrakan; that the 
ifemains of chokeys and pagodas were still to be 
seen near Dacca, and that they could further 
prove.it from. the Arrakoh records, and hinted 
that his majesty would claim the restitution of 
tbode countries. . They repeatedly desired my in- 
terpreter to take back the memorials, and uttered 
a thousand other im]pertinencies ; in short, their 
outrages against decency and common sense sur-. 
passes conceptioh. The woondock, however, 
tottched my interpreter as he was going away, 
and told him apajt, that he would make another 
eflfort, and endeavour to gain over his majesty; 
but, I have little dependence on him. They 
iTould never have dared to have proceeded these 
lengths without the sanction of ahigh authority; 
for tliey . are, in fiict, but a set^ of automatons 
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without ettber, sen^e or motion; * but what^tbey 
derive from the^ master hand. It is almost in. vaf^i 
to coojecture the cawe of this sudden change ; I 
can only ascribe it to. the intrigues of thi^ A^ssar 
mese party who haye pretensions to the^thrwK 
of Lower Assam : ;and the young prince^s^havi^ 
pleased the doting monarch, they have avails 
themselves of hei[ influence to induce him to osr 
pouse their cause, and break with the English ; 
added to the incessant clamours and intrigues of 
the Mahomedan, Malabar, and oiMier fiu^ions^ 
who have been continiially eipiployod in inflaming 
their thirat for dcnninion, or ei^^itii^ th^eir prp* 
judices against us.; well aware,, that the dawn of 
our ipfluence mi^st i^oye destructive to their owOt 
How unlike is this picture to that drawQ in th^^ 
laboured periods of my predecessor? where 19 
the polish, the intelligence) or faiUi, on which .h» 
delighted to amplify? But let me.avoid the pa^ 
rallel, lest indignation should betray me into a 
warmth unworthy of the subject. 
. Jiify 15« In the morning I sent my intorpreter 
to ;the woondock's. It should appear that he is 
either intimidated by his colleagues, or like /them 
is equally deficient of sincerity. He. now gave 
up all idea of bringing forward my memorials, 
said we must be content with obtaining my com* 
mission.onthe.term^ prescribed above, andgetting 
the regulatidns, settled. by. Captain Sym^es, can- 
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finned. He iaid, tluit in my memerial praftented 
at Mheghoon, I had proposed ttat the enemies of 
the Bngliflh shoidd be the enemies of Ae Bum- 
bans, and mce vend ; biit tiiat his majesty eoidd 
not agree to it, at the BuMdians had only one 
enemy, the Siamese, and the English had thiee, 
the French, the Dutch, and S^ianiatdB ; therelbm 
it was not a fidr bargain. This eiaose in my 
Mheghoon memorial was inserted, at the earnest 
request of the mayhoon, rayhoon, and others, as 
a compliment that would be highly jdeas- 
ng to his majesty; and the mhee whoon- 
ghee, but a few days ago, had insisted on tte 
absolute necessity of it» being renewed, and had 
himself inserted* it in the addition to my memolrial 
whieh he dictated at his house. But now every 
thing is a subject of cavil, at the same time they 
dare not meet me fiiee to iace to discuss their ob» 
jeotions. He dgain brought forwaid his majes^ 
daims on the ancient territory of Arrakan, and 
reduced it to the form of a demand of half of the 
revenues of Dacca. He requested thai I would 
not send Mr. Burnett to the looto to demand a 
formal answer to my former message, and advised 
that I should by no means apply for leave to 
retire, as it might oflend his majesty. He con- 
dttded with requesting^I would send him a ouny ; 
yesterday be had a pallam6. As I wanted to 
close my Bengal letters, it prevented my sending 
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Mr.Biinietl to. die, iMta nd I luMl intendeA for 
tbk gtiitl^mm's 9idvm m no longer to W Air 
teodfid ta I clMpittclied my lettera, und in ^ 
evcaaiog I aent the woondodk a curry, l)ut hud 
anly a afUaam i& retuio* 

ifti^ 17. lo the morniiii^ I sent n^ integpdfeter 
to the vaondook!a, to letrn if be had iQ«de vij 
adwDce in my buaUiesa, and to inform him. thai 
I only waited for the expiration of the &re day9 
to.punme my own reflolutiond, iqt case his endear 
Yottn fiuled. He infoqned Mr. K. that he bad 
not as yet been able to eflbct any thing, bu.t meapt 
to mabe an ^foft 9gain this day; and i^eqpiested 
that I would have patience foT a ddjr or two 
longer. He again nequeated thfUi I would not 
think of requiring leaye to retire,, as it might b^ at^ 
tended with very bad eoQsequences ; andstrongljf 
advised* that I shpuld accept the king's comipi^ 
sion as Re^denl at Rfmgoon; spying, that \t 
would in^lirbly leed to his granting all my re* 
quests. He was more modeij^te and Q^tXermg ip 
his.djscouise than he h^d ever been before. Hoj 
howAi^er, renewed the sul^ect of the Qurmhan 
claiin^ OQ Dacca* ^c, but lowered the demand fq 
one-4enth of the revenues. He said it was evi* 
dent thfit; we w^re, dubious of pur right, by Cap; 
Ufi^ $y«f^ haying so strenuously urged thp buildT 
i4g of ;a.«hel^oy on t^e I^jlaei; tp.naiark that rivex 
agthfi boundary ];ietwee«th^ two countries., H^ 
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the Naaf been the proper bcmndary, there was no 
occasion for Captain Symes's agitating the sub- 
ject ; we had betrayed our consciousness of our 
want of right by his solicitude on that occasion. 
These arguments shew how necessary caution is 
in treating with this people : every act of com- 
plaisance is construed into fear, and every con- 
cession is but a stimulus to their arrogance and 
indolence. They have publicly said, that 3,000 
men would be sufficient to wrest fiom us the, pro- 
vinces they claim ; and the mhee whoonghee has 
even pledged himself to effect the service with 
that number. I forgot to mention, because it 
scarcely attracted my notice at the time, that, at 
my last interview with the mhee whoonghee, when 
he was enforcing the necessity of adding the 
article relative to his Burmhan majesty agreeing 
to be friends with the English, ^c, he said that 
his majesty had not as yet consented to admit us 
among the number of his friends ; and that, unless 
he did consent, it was probable, that he and I, 
who were now such good friends, might soon be 
opposed to each other as enemies, in the annies 
of our respective countries. It would be endless 
to state all the impertinencies that have been in- 
directly conveyed to me; eveiy art has been 
essayed to intimidate me ; but the little efiect 
attending these efforts has afforded the aggressors 
but little encouragement. The contagion has 
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spread to our usual viaitants, who have deserted 
us these several days past. In the course of 
yesterday I drew up a final address for the mem- 
beis of the lootO» and, with great difficulty", got it 
translated into the Bunnhan language. As I have 
never positively refused to receive his majesty's 
commission, but endeavoured only to evade it, as 
nugatory and embarrassing, yet, as complaiisance 
therein may tend to reconciliation, I mean to in- 
form them in the morning, that I have no objec^ 
tion to receive it as a jHreliminary measure. 

July 18. In conformity with my resolution of 
yesterday, I sent my interpreter early in the 
morning to the woondock, to inform him, that I 
had no objection to receiving his majesty's oomr 
mission. He was evidently well {leased wi|;h <his 
notice ; waiv^ the idea of my goii^ to the looto, 
for it, and tc^d my interpreter, that if he and the/ 
mewjerry would go to the looto at noon, it should; 
be delivered to them ; and added, that I might 
depend on its being followed by a grant of all I 
wished. He also informed him, that a gilt boat 
had been despatched ex|»ess, yesterday at noon, 
for the mayhoon of Hunzawuddy, who was ordered 
to repair to court without his fiBunily, with all ex- 
pedition, in an express-boat, and that he would 
be here in twenty-five days. As I have ever been 
willing to meet these people half way, whenever 
I have found them disposed to treat me with 

X 
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divility, I determined to seiid my private assiataiit, 
Mr. Burnett, with an escort of sepoys, and two 
sontabadours, with a silver salrer and gold doth, 
to receive and bring his majesty's commission to 
me. I accordingly sent notice of my intention, 
and W9B informed that the court were well pleased 
with this intended respectfiil mark of my attention. 
At halfpait eleven a.m. I sent Mr. Burnett, S^., 
to the looto ; the escort, ^c, was stoj^ied at the 
ottt^r gate of the palace, and Mr Burnett was 
conducted to the looto, and seated in the line of 
sandoghans, and other inferior ofRcers of the 
court. They kept him waiting till three o'clock, 
when he was informed that the commission could 
not be delivered to him; that I myself must come 
to tlie looto to receive it, and to take an oath of al- 
legiance to his majesty. Previous to this, the three 
woondocks present, offered to take the commis- 
sion to my house, but to this the mhee whoonghee 
objected, and insisted on the necessity of my at- 
tending in person at the looto. He sent for my inter- 
preter to say something to him, and he went round 
to his excellency to hear what he had. to si^, when 
his excellency said he wished him to take a message 
to me; but as I had given Mr. Burnett strict orders 
to enter into no discussion , but confine himself solely 
to the receiving the commission ; he told him, that 
his orders confined him to receiving the commis- 
sion» and that if it was not to be delivered to hiin. 
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lie begged lear^ to retire. The whoonghee then 
deBired, that he wwld iprait a little and taJ^e their 
ines8eiig;er with him. Mr. Buroett again informed 
him, diat hiB orders were positive, and that he 
must retire. He accordingly returned home, im- 
mediately. No messenger came to me, as ex- 
pected, firom the looto ; but about eight o'clocic 
at night, the mhee whoon§^ee's confidential writer 
came to my house, and informed me that his excel- 
lency wished to see me at his house for a quarter 
of an hour the next morning. I returned for an- 
swer, that I was sorry I could not do myself the 
pleasure of waiting on his excellency, as I had 
already been at his house six or seven times sin«e 
his return, without efiect, as he would never listen to 
me., and hardly treated me with common attention. 
Jtdy 19. In the morning I sent my interprt;- 
ter to inform the woondock, that. as the five 
days were now elapsed I intended sending Mr. 
Burnett to receive the looto's final answer to my 
message of the tenth instant. He said it. was unne- 
cessary sending Mr. Burnett as the court l\ad al- 
ready determined not to lay niry memorials before 
his majesty; and that as to , permission formjr 
retiring to Rangoon, it would not be granted. My 
interpreter then told him, that having met with so 
indelicate a disappointment yesterday, about the 
commission, I had determined not to send again 
for it, but would receive it with every respect if 

X2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SOB JOURNAL OF A^REBIDENCB 

sent to my house by proper olGcers. The woon- 
dock acknowledged that I was justified in this 
conduct, and laid all the blame on the mhec 
whoonghee. He then asked if the whoonghee 
had not sent for me yesterday evening : Mr. Bur- 
nett replied in the affirmative, and informed him of 
my reply. He rejoined, that he was not surprised 
at my resentment, as he had heard from others of 
his improper conduct towards me ; but added, the 
Resident should not take offence at him, as every 
one knows him to be a rude low man, destitute 
of politeness. 

At half-past eleven a.m. I sent Mr. Burnett 
with the interpreter to the looto, but when they 
arrived at the gate of the palace they were refused 
admittance. After some difficulty, the porter per- 
mitted the interpreter to go to the looto, to give 
notice that Mr. Burnett was waiting at the gate ; 
orders were then given for his admittance. When 
he came to the looto, he found only the first woon- 
dock there ; he was directed to take his former 
place, and desired to sit down. The woondock 
then asked him what his business was at the 
lotoo? He replied, he had a message to deliver. 
The woondock told him, that he had better go to 
the nakhan's house, and deliver the message to 
him. Mr. Burnett replied, that his business was 
with the looto, and not with the nakhan ; that 
he came to receive an answer to the message he 
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had delivered some days before, and to deliver 
another from me. The woondock told him, as the 
court was not yet assembled, and he had not ob- 
tained regular permission to come to the court, he 
had better retire and wait till it was formed. While 
Mr. Burnett was seated in the looto, the mhee 
whoonghee's writer, who had brought me the mes- 
sage the evening before, came up to him, and in 
an insolent tone of voice asked, why I had not 
waited on the whoonghee agreeably to the intima- 
tion he had given me ? adding that the whoonghee 
had expected me all the morning. Mr. Burnett 
very properly wQuld not pennit any answer to be 
given to this insolent interrogation, and retired. 
As to wait in the gate- way would have been rather 
irksome and improper, he went to the house of a 
merchant near at hand, and waited there till he 
saw the pacaam whoonghee (who according to the 
Burmhan etiquette, being first in rank goes last) 
gO;to the looto ; he then again presented himself 
at the gate, and was stopped as before. An officer 
of the court passing by obtained permission for the 
interpreter to go on to inform the court of Mr.B.'s 
being in WMting. When became to the looto, 
the mhee whoonghee in an imperious tone of voice 
called out to the nakhan, that he would not permit 
my interpreter to deliver any message there ; that 
if the strangers had any message to deliver, it 
must be through Moncourtuse the king's trans- 
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later: he added, I sent ibr that man, meaning 
me, to come to me this morning and he did not 
attend. He made no offer, howerer, to send for 
Moncourtuse, and as he wonld not permit the in- 
terpreter to speak, he retired and infonned Mr. 
Burnett of die mhee whoonghee's orders : he in 
consequence returned home. 

About noon a Mr. Reeves, an English merchant, 
arrived here from Rangoon with private adven- 
ture, to try the market. He requested permission 
to wait on me to-morrow. 

July 20. In the morning Mr. Reeves, merchant, 
waited on me. He informed me, that he had hid 
a good deal of trouble from the chokeys, notwith- 
standing the mayhoon of Hunzawuddy had given 
him some of his people as a guard, and a passport. 

In the evening, a favourite relation of the king's 
grandson, called to see Mr Keys, ^c, and ex- 
pressed a wish to see me ; however, in the present 
state of my business, I did not think it proper to 
gratify him. 

July 21. His majesty, immediately after his 
return to Amapoorah, issued orders for the cor- 
rency of the pice I brought from Bengd, and pro- 
hibited the currency of silver and lead in the 
Bazars ; but established no rate at which the pice 
were to pass, nor had he coined any, or even 
is^ed the whole of those I brought (one lads:,) nor 
provided any medium in <Jie room of the silver 
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currency. Under these eircuxnstances the people 
were much distressed, and oblig^ to substitute 
rice instead of lead for small purchases in the 
provision markets. Priyately, silver still continued 
current, notwithstanding the prohibition, and the 
officers of government winked at it to prevent thp 
stagnation of all business. This forbearance coming 
to the knowledge of his majesty, he this day sus- 
pended the whoonghees from the exercise of their 
offices, exposed them to the sun in the palace-yard 
from ten till four o'clock, with pieces of silver round 
their necks, and was with difficulty prevailed 
on by their humble submission to refrain from 
severer punishment. He has not however par- 
doned them, and has ordered that the looto shall 
continue shut. The two mayhoons or governors of 
the fort are confined in the fire-house lo^ed with 
irons ; and the former orders respecting the cur- 
rency directed to be enforced with the greatiest 
rigour. I understand he is coining rupees ajxd 
pice in the palace. 

July ^. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to the first woondock to ask his advice, how I 
should convey to his majesty my wishes to return 
to Rangoon ; he told him it was impossible to 
convey a letter to his majesty on the subject, aUd 
th^t I must patiently wait the arrival of the majr- 
hoon Qf Hunzawuddy, who had been sent for exr 
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press, and was expected at court in twenty days. 
He confirmed the accounts of his majesty's displea- 
sure and punishment of the whoonghees. Fromhim 
Mr. R. also learnt, that the new regulations re- 
specting the coinage were as follows : — For 100 ti- 
cals weight of silrer, two and a half per cent, stan- 
dard, delivered into the royal mint, 60 pieces each 
weighing one tical, would be given in exchange ; 
that 20 of the pice I brought from Bengal weie 
to be given in exchange for one of those coined 
ticals, or 40 pieces of his majesty's coinage. 
Now supposing the ticals issued from the mint to 
be of the same standard as the silver paid in, or 
2|- per cent worse than pure silver, he will gain 
at the rate of 66f per cent, on the silver ; and as 
the copper pice I brought cost him only one tical, 
5 per cent silver, for 81, or 83 for one tical of 
2} per cent, silver, and he sells them at the mte 
of one tical for 20, his gain on those pice will be 
315 per cent., or in plainer language, the pice he 
bought for 100 ticals, he will sell for 415 ticals. 
His gain on the pice of his own coinage will 
amount to about one-third more ; but if we take 
into consideration the advanced or nominal value 
of his new silver coinage, the profits on the issue 
of the Bengal pice will be enormous indeed. On 
the lack of pice, he will gain 7,318 ticals, five per 
cent, silver, or 8781 sicca rupees, at the xaie of 
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098 per cent. This statement will serve as a 
proof of the extreme avarice, despotism and igno- 
rance, which holds dominion here. 

Ten men, principal merchants, have been con- 
demned to lose their heads for paying, and re- 
ceiving, silver bullion as heretofore, contrary to 
his majesty's orders. 

July 24. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to the engai's whoon, to learn his sentiments 
respecting my situation, ^c: he confirmed the ac- 
count of the mayhoon's having been sent for, but 
was in other respects rather reserved, as my inter- 
preter told him his calling was accidental. One 
of my washermen having absconded, I availed 
myself of the occasion to send the interpreter 
to the pacaam whoonghee's; he received him with 
kindness, and promised his endeavours towards 
finding my man. He also mentioned that the 
mayhoon would soon be here, and inquired after 
my health, Sgc. The men who were to have been 
executed, have obtained a reprieve at the inter- 
cession of the courtiers ; and the mayhoons of 
Amarapoorah have also been liberated. 

July 25. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to the engai's whoon, to request his advice, as to 
the best means of conveying a letter to his majesty, 
to obtain his permission for my retiring to Ran- 
goon. This message brought on a conversation 
respecting late occurrences. He expressed his 
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sorrow for the disappointments and treitfnieBt that 
I had experienced, and {munised to consult with 
the Enga Tekaing on the subject and let me know 
the result. From the enga's whoon, my inter- 
preter went to the pacaam whoonghee's, to remind 
him of his promise to send men to apprehend my 
washerman. He received him with great afiability, 
and entered on the discussion of my biffiinesst in 
their loose way : in general, a mere repetition of all 
the idle nonsense which I have so often detailed ; 
but concluded with saying, there were now only 
two difficulties to surmount ; one was the establish- 
ing a chokee on the Naaf, the other, my taking 
the oath of allegiance to his majesty. In respect 
to the first, it is the first time I ever heard of it from 
them as a point of contest ; and as to the latt^r^ 
as it has never been proposed to me regularly, I 
have never delivered my sentiments on it. While 
my interpreter was with him, one of the engai's 
confidential servants came in, and began the old 
story of the encroaching spirit of the English. 
The king's merchant, my visitant, took up the cud- 
gels in our defence, and exposed the iofimiy and ig- 
noranceof our calumniators (the Mahomedans,4rc.) 
with success, the pacaam whoonghee joining him. 
He daid, he knew the English were a brave and 
futhful people, but that the French were not to 
be trusted^ He had experienced their conduct 
at Syrian, and bared his ana to shew wepe he ha4 
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be^ wounded by a inu8ket<*ball, when their sfaipd 
attacked Ike Burmhan camp. The eni^ai^ mm 
confessed, he had received his intelligence from 
the Malabars and Mahomedans. 

July 96. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to the enga's whoon for his answer to my message 
of yesterday. He excused himself on acooumt of 
the heavy rain which bad prevented his seeing 
the prince. He desired he would give his com«- 
pliments to me, and say, that he would consider 
himself much obliged to me, if I would forgive 
Mr. Moncourtuse^ pledging himself, for his good 
behaviour in future. As I had no further view in 
the displeasure I had shewn agunst Moncour- 
tuse> than to keep him in awe of me, and to prevent 
his mischievous tricks, and as I was hqipy to 
have an opportunity of &img an obligation on the 
engai's whocm, I therefore determined to acquiesce 
in his Kquest. About eleven ^.m. he sent for 
my inteipreter> and I ordered him to tell the 
engai's whooo, that I was happy in having an 
opportunity of obliging him ; and notwithstanding 
the just cause I had to be angry with Moncoojv 
Ituse, at his instance I would forget all that was 
past, <on promise "of better behaviour foir the future* 
He appeaaped pleased with this concession, and 
s^t Mr. Monooinrtuse to me with my interpreter 
whom he desired to tell me, "diat he would punish 
Mr. Monoourtuse hdmself in the etent of his be- 
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haying ill again. Mr. Monoourtbse presented 
himself with a half-penitent, half-brazen &ce/ in 
which impudence and conscious guilt were strug- 
gling for the ascendency. I waived listening to 
hb defence, and contented myself with cautioning 
him to be more guarded in future, as he regarded 
his own interests and safety. I then detailed to 
him the heads of the several offensive measures, 
and follies of the Burmhan ministers, pointing out 
the disgrace which attached to them as a nation, 
for practising them on me, and their pernicious 
tendency. I was very full on these subjects, 
knowing that he would communicate them again. 
I pretended that I had given up all idea of trans- 
acting business with them, and only wanted per- 
mission to retire to Rangoon ; which I desired he 
would request the engai's whoon to obtain forme. 

As I have the strongest conviction, that this 
man has throughout acted in concert with the 
members of government, I may reasonably attri- 
bute his present submission to some projected 
change of operations ; but all conjecture is in vain, 
where folly plans, and caprice sways. 

Jtdy 27. In the evening Mr. Moncourtuse called 
on me, and informed me that the engai's whooo 
had not yet had an opportunity of speaking to the 
engai tekaing, but expected to have some conver- 
sation with him at night 

I learn that the pacaam whoonghee had re[ve- 
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sented to. his majesty the distress of his people 
for want of a current medium of commerce ; that 
the shops were shut up, and the bazars unsup- 
plied, and entreated that h^ would permit flowered 
silver to pass current, until such time as a suffi- 
cient quantity of rupees and pice were coined and 
issued from the royal mint. His majesty waived 
the discourse, yet it was hoped he would yield to 
this reasonable request. 

Jti/y28. The hopes entertained yesterday of 
his majesty's permitting flowered silver to be 
current has van^hed. On the pacaam whoonghee 
renewing the request this day, he was extremely 
indignant, and forbade him to speak again on the 
subject. Mr. Reeves the English merchant has 
not been able in consequence to dispose of any 
of his goods, although the merchants are willing 
to buy, but have not the means of paying him. 
In the evening Moncourtuse waited on me, and 
informed me from the engai's whoon, that he 
had represented my case to the prince, who in 
reply said, he would not interfere ; that I must 
first apply to the looto, and that when they had 
laid my request before his majesty and his opinion 
was asked, he would then exert his interest in 
my favour ; so that my hopes from him are no 
more : as I am fiiUy resolved never to give the 
looto another opportunity of insulting me, or to 
hold any interview with them, until they have 
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amply apologised for llieir conduct towards me, 
aod therefore I directed Mr. Moncourtuse to in- 
form die prince, that if any benefit could arise 
from my yielding, I should not hesitate a mo- 
ment ; but I have had too frequent opportunities 
of observing, that politeness and modemtion^ on 
my part only tends to proTolee insolence on tkeiis: 
and were I to succumb in the least under my 
present circumstances, I am folly con^eedthey 
would trample on me ismiediately. The drift of 
Moncourtuse 's apparent submission is now si^- 
ciently endent ; they wish to emjrioy him as the 
instrument of humbling me; but I trust they will 
in thb, as well as all their other sagacious pro- 
jects, fiiid themselves disappointed. 

Judy 29. As I did not choose to rely entirely on 
Moncourtuse's reports, I sent my interpreter this 
morning to the engai's whoon, who confirmed, 
literally, what he had said. I had ordered my 
interpreter to tell the whoon, that it was impos- 
sible I could comply with the prince's wishes 
after the treatment I had experienced from the 
looto. He, notwithstanding, desired him to return 
to me, and request I would try them once more. 
I, therefore, thought it necessary to terminate 
the question, by sending him back immediately 
to inform him, that I was positively determined 
not to hold any further communication with the 
loot6, let the consequences be what they would. 
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He thea said he would again speak to the prtaoe. 
MQUcourtose aeat an excuse this day for not wait* 
ing on me, stating that he was laine and request- 
ing an embrocation for his leg. In the evening 
two of the mangles of the boat that came up with 
me waited on me ; they had just arrived with the 
king's duties from Rangoon, and expressed great 
happiness in seeing me well. 

Jidy 31. Mrs. Jhansey^ wife of the shabunderof 
Rangoon, thismomingsent to desire to see my in- 
terpreter. When he returned he infoimed me, that 
she had been sent for yesterday to the palace by 
the king. That when there, the king and Gxs^ 
queen asked her, why the English Resident still 
remained at Rangoon ? afiecting not to know what 
had passed between me and the whoonghees, Sfc. 
That she had replied, I was very desirous of re- 
turning to Rangoon, adding, that she believed I 
was much dissatisfied, and stating some of the 
particular insults that had been ofered to me : in 
conclusion, their majesties commanded her to get 
from me a written account of what I wanted. 
She told them my several memorials were already 
before the looto, and contained every thing their 
majesties desired ; but they repeated their orders 
to her as above. She, therefore, required to 
know what answer she should return to their ma- 
jesties, when she next went to the palace. I 
directed, that she would present my profound 
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respects to their majeBti^, and inform them» that 
I only wanted their- permission to retom to^ftan- 
goon ; and to add, that if their majesties wished 
to know what I had wanted, they had only to 
order the whoonghees to lay my memorials before 
them. She was rery anxious to get a written 
reply, but as I did not altogether approve of this 
extraordinary channel of communication, I did 
not think it proper to comply until more regular 
means have foiled. Mrs. Jhansey was the relict 
of a Frenchman who conunanded the king's guard. 
Jhansey, who succeeded this man in his command, 
fought it might be useful to his future views 
to become his successor with the wife also, as she 
was possessed of some property, and was also a 
small favourite with the first queen; and he ma- 
noeuvred so well by affecting despair and madness^ 
that their majesties in compassion for his suffisr- 
ings, compelled the old woman, much against her 
inclinations, to accept of him as a second husband 
She appears to be between sixty and seventy years 
of age, and professes the Roman Catholic religion* 
She has been very useful to me since my arrival 
here, in supplying a number of trifling articles for 
my table ; in particular, pastry for Bunnham en- 
tertainments. I must confess I should not have 
thought of employing her in state negotiations; 
but as their majesties have shewn me the example, 
I shall not be so fastidious as to refiise the good 
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pBtce^ ^reh of a pie-woman, when a proper op*' 
(M>rtunity offers. This day, the funeral obsequies 
of a chief poonghee were, performed with great 
state. A great part of the royal family attended. 
In the present situation of my affiurs, I did not 
think.proper to let any of my family attend. 
- August 2. As I had not heard from Mrd. Jhan- 
sey, I sent my interpreter to learn the result of 
her mission. She said, that when she waited on 
his majesty, he asked her if she had brought any 
writing from me. She said, no ; and then repeated 
what had been communicated to her. He appeared 
displeased at this, told her she was a fool, that 
he had ordered her expressly to bring my senti- 
ments in writing, and that as sbe had not done 
so, he had nothing fitrther to say on the subject. 
I also sent to the engai's whoon, who returned 
for answer that he could not say any thing until 
he had seen Moncourtuse ; that he had sent for . 
him several times, but that he excused himself 
from attending, by a plea of sickness. He, there- 
fore, requested Mr. Rowland to go and see whe- 
ther he was sick or not. This day his majesty 
was graciously pleased to relieve his subjects by 
permitting the currency of flowered silver. 

August 3. Having determined to keep open 
the private communication with his majesty, I had 
a copy taken of the Burmhan translation of tny 
last letter to .the looto, and sent it to Mrs. Jhansey 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SV JOURNAL OV A RBBIDENCV 

aa obtaioed by my interpreter without my kaow^ 
ledge, for his majesty's satisfiMtion. She waiitedl 
a pKseiLt to take with it, but that he was in-* 
^tnlcted to say was impossible to obtain from me, 
es it must be altogether a private transaction} 
thus satisfied, she promised to deli¥eE it I learnt 
this day, that the third woondodk had been dis- 
missed from his office for aecepting a In-ibe to 
aoqtiit some thieves. He is said to be regretted^ 
a^ being not so corrupt and more lenient than his 
colleagues ; these qualities^ however, have, most 
probably, been the mean&^ of precipitating his ruin, 
for the pisoyerb is reversed here, and honesty is 
not the best policy. In the evening Mr. Mon- 
courtuse called, imd my interpreter went with 
him to the enga's whoon*s, who informed 
them, that, he had at length persuaded the mhee 
whoonghee to lay my menaofials befidce his ma- 
jesty, and that h^. would present them as to- 
morrow. He desired they would call on him 
again early to-morrow mortiing, and then go to 
the mhee whoonghee's . who: would inform them, 
further on the subject. 

Aiigu$t 4. This morning, according Uy appoinly^ 
ment, Mr, Moncourtuse with my inteipreter, went 
totheenga's whoon's, and, at hispaiticulcgr.desh^, 
fr^ thence, to tj^^ n»hee» whp«Aghee's. Wheii 
theroi the mhge whoppghee told them, .thi^ the 
attention o^the cou^ wduld b« engaged by mhm 
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Ceremonies relative to the washing, and his ma- 
je$ly*s taking possession, of the white elephant ; 
but, when that was over, he would lay my me- 
tnorials before his majesty. He then said, that 
the day his majesty went to see the elephants 
caught^ several of my servants were there, and 
tfiat they did not pay proper respect to his ma- 
jesfy; and that one of them, contrary to their 
laws; had a musket with him, with which he sup- 
posed he meant to do mischief My interpreter 
told him, that it was impossible any of my servants 
could have been there with a musket, as none 
of my people were even permitted to take the 
Smallest offensive weapon out of the house. At 
this defence he was violently offended ; said he 
had seen the man himself, and could not be mi^ 
taken. He then asked the interpreter how he 
dared presume to come into his compound on 
horseback, or bring his shoes within the gate ? 
said, tiiat if he did not take care hii^ head should' 
not long be on his shoulders ; that he was a native 
of the country, and that his situation with me 
should not protect him from his vengeance ; he 
concluded with peremptorily ordering him as he 
valued his head, never to come within his com- 
pound again, as he would not receive any message 
through him ; that the king had appointed Mon- 
douttuse interpreter for the English, and through 

him only would he receive any messages. My poor 
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fellow made the best defence in hia power, but 
all he said only tended to irritate the savage the 
more; his eldest son, who was present, desired 
my interpreter to be silent, and at Length soothed 
his father into calmness. As my interpreter went 
to the mhee whoongee, at the request of the enga's 
whoon, who acted in the business by the authority 
of the heir-apparent, I ordered my interpreter to 
wait on him and represent the outrageous treat- 
ment he had received; to inform him that I was 
extremely offended at this violation of the rights 
of hospitality, and that unless some means were 
adopted tp check the violence and folly of the 
whoonghee, it would be impossible to establish 
friendship between the two nations, as it was ap- 
parent, he sought every means in his power to 
involve us in a quarrel. I appealed to him, to say 
what had been my conduct since I arrived at 
court, that I had used every endeavour, consistent 
with my duty, to conciliate the esteem of the 
Burmhan court and people, and that I, and all 
my people had been particularly attentive to this 
very man, until driven away by repeated acts of 
violence ; for he was one of those characters, who 
intoxicated with power and prosperity, tram{de 
on all rights and spurn at all obligation, illibe- 
rally misconstruing complaisance as foar, and do- 
nations as tribute. He listened very attentively ta 
my interpreter, and sorrow and vexation were: 
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fully expressed in his countenance: he said h6 
was extremely sorry to learn that the inhee 
whoonghee had so far forgot what he owed td 
his. country, and the dignity of his situation'; but 
that he was a man raised from the dregs of society 
by his majesty, and knew not how to behave 
himself; that his conduct in the present instance 
was very brutal, and that he should immediately 
mform the Eiiga Tekaing of it, and hoped in future 
to prevent my having such just cause for b^ing 
oflfended ; he entreated that I would overlook 
what was past, and said, he would send for my 
interpreter again to-morrow, and inform him of 
the success of his endeavours. 

In the morhing a procession passed byfromi' 
the fort, of water carriers, who were going down 
to the river for water to purify the white elephant; 
these were proceeded by the palace band of 
music, dancers, male and female, and tumblers; 
and the rear closed by wobndocks, and a great 
number of the inferior officers of the palace. 
About eleven o'clock they returned in the same 
order. 

August 5. Mrs. Jhansey returned the copy of 
the letter th^t had been given her under pretence 
of being afraid to deliver it ; but, notwithstand- 
ing her report, I have no doubt it has been seen 
by his majesty. I received a packet of letters 
from Banjs:oon, with a memorial and address from* 
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ibe merchants there, but of an old date. Whil^ 
at dinner of late, I hare shut my doors to preyent 
o][)tru8ion; this evening some of the mhee whoon- 
ghee's servants came but were denied admittance. 

August 6. In the morning I corrected the dock 
by solar time, preparatory to an observation of Ju- 
piter's satellites, of which I expect to get two or 
three this month. 

In the morning Mar. Moncourtuse called, and 
infonned me, that by order of the enga's whoon, 
he had been with the mhee whoonghee's eldest 
son, a young man pf some promise, ^ho is in the 
Enga Tekaing's suite ; and had been ordered by 
the prince to endeavour to conciliate his father 
to my interests. The young man told him t|iat 
he had expostulated with his fiither, and hop^ he 
had wrought a change in his mind favourable to me ; 
that to-morrow, being full moon and a holiday, 
nothing could be done, but if he would call on 
Tuesday, he would go with him to his fether. 
From the son's house he went to the mhee whoon- 
ghee, who asked him if his son had said any thing 
to him: he repeated the directions he had re- 
ceived, for attending him on Tuesday : to which he 
replied. Very well, do as he has ordered you. 

About noon the mhee whoonghee's woondock, 
or lieutenant of cavalry, came to my house. As 
he has ever conducted himself with moderajtion 
and propriety, and is the only respectable mai^ 
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thst I have seen about the mhae whoonghee, I 
was glad to see him, and reeeived ..him with 
attention. He seemed to have something to com* 
municate, but my inteiprbter beihg out» I desired 
him to call again in the afternoon. He returned 
between three and four o'clock, p.m., when I de- 
sired him to deliver what he had to communicate: 
he now, however, afiected to have called acci- 
dentally to pay his respects ; but I had too much 
feason to suspect his visit was not accidental, as 
I know that he is not a constant attendant on the 
mhee whoonghee, and never employed but on 
particular occasions ; and, as he had once or twice 
repeated, when with me in the morning, that if 
Mr. Rowland, my interpreter, had any thing to 
say, he should tell it to him ; imd, that if I had 
aay message to send to the king, he would under- 
^e to deliver it. The change in his style at 
this time I attribitte to the polite ati^ntioti with 
which I had received him, as it was evident from 
the difBdenee with whiefa he first app^dached me, . 
that he expected a different reception. Notwith^ 
standing his present reserve^ I wad reisolved not 
to let slip the occasion of conveying through him 
my se&tim['ent« of the perverse conduct of the 
Burmhan eonrt^ and particular rudenesi? of the 
mhee whofoftghee. My language fluctuated bs 
the occasion iiequired, between the extremes of 
Itostility and friendship. I endeavoured to iav- 
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press him with a sense of the destructive cons^^ 
queiices that must flow from their indulging any 
hostile designs against the English nation ; and 
of the benefits that must accrue to them from our 
friendship ; I conyinced him I was perfectly in^ 
formed of the motives which influenced the coa« 
duct of the court towards me, and was highly 
indignant at the treatment I had experienced; 
but, that from the good-will I bore towards the 
Burmhan nation, I was still willing to forget what 
was past, if suitable apologies were made me for 
the insults that had been offered. He endeavoured 
to soften me by an appeal to my good sense, ^c.f 
but appeared to be too fully impressed by the 
truth of what I had stated to endeavour to ex- 
tenuate. He added, that from the moderation 
and good- will for his nation which I had ever 
shewn^ he hoped that I would not suffer my anger 
against individuals, to influence my conduct 
against the whole ; and that I would have pati- 
• ence for a few days longer, when he hoped some- 
thing would be done to satisfy me; for I had told 
him that I should only wait a few days longer, 
and if I then saw no change of conduct, would 
leave Amarapoorah without ceremony, I gave 
him the Burmhan translation of my last me- 
morial to the looto to read, which he did with 
great attention, and when he returned it, said it 
was very just and moderate. He then desired 
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petmission to retire, and to cairon me occasion- 
ally. 

I have been informed from several quarters 
that the cause of the sudden change of court 
favour against me, arose, as I suspected, from 
the influence of the Assamese party. His ma- 
jesty, at their instance, having renewed his in- 
tentions of placing the fietther of his new mistress,, 
who is a great favourite, on the throne of his 
rival, Seruck Dheo Mah Rajah, sovereign of lower 
Assam ; this man having promiided to become his 
vassal, and forward his views on Bengal, How^ 
ever wild it may appear, I am well informed that 
the invasion of Chittagong was undertaken with 
serious views of conquest and of penetrating Ben- 
gal by that route: and that the Enga Tekaing^ 
prompted by a better genius than in general in- 
fluences them, consulted every intelligent fo« 
reigner on the feasibility of the scheme; and 
being convinced of the ruinous consequences 
that must flow from the just vengeance of the 
English, he at length prevailed with his father 
to desist from the attempt at that time. But it 
is also well known, that he still retains the incli- 
nation to renew the attempt the first favourable 
opportunity, and does not want for prompters to 
stimulate him. 

My forcible representations to the mayhooa 
atut ray boon in March last, undoubtedly put a 
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4top for the time to the Assam expe<}itiotf ; mid 
the strong language I have since been obligifed 
M> use, hte kept them ever since wavering in the 
balimce. Deficient in judgment to see the wMe 
of their danger, and elated with their success 
against the barbarous bprderera of their country, 
yet alanned at my steadiness and candour, Uiey 
have recourse to procrastination, the refuge of 
weak minds; hoping, perhaps^ for soma turn in 
the scale of politics, that may affi>rd them an op- 
portunity of gratifying their ambition without in- 
curring the risk of our enmity. 

Augtat 8. In the morning I received a visit 
from the reverend fiEither Louis, an Italian mis- 
sionary. He appeared an intelligent well-lned 
man, spoke French tolembly well, considering he 
has been near twenty-one yeaiB in this countiy, 
and mostly at the remote stations of the mission. 
He speaks, reads, and writes the Burmhan lan- 
guage very well ; he answered all my inquiries in 
a very satisfactory manner, and gave me more 
information of the geography of the Bormhan 
dominions, than I had been able to obtain before. 
He stnid with me about two bours^ was ve^ 
thankful for some trifles I had sent him> and 
made 1^ tender of bis best services. He i^ frer 
quently consulted by his majesty on points of 
chronology and medicine, and is sometimes con- 
fiuhed on politics: so that if he is sincere, he may 
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be ugefioil ; it as been mjr endenrour to secure his 
friendship hj every attention in my power, and 
I hope I have succeeded. After the reverend fa- 
ther had left me Mr. Moncourtuse called, and 
informed me that he had waited on the mhee 
whooqghee according to appointment, and after 
a slight apology for a new lie, informed me that 
the mhe? whoongfaee had told him that nothing 
could be done until the mayhoon of Hunzawuddy 
arrived, and that tbey expected him in twelve or 
fifteen days. As it appeared to me that the 
whoonghee's $on was not present according to 
promise, I asked him, what prevented his at-^ 
tending? For this also a lie was ready. The 
Enga Tekau^ was unwell, and he was obliged 
to attend hiia. He added that the whoongbee 
was somewhat more gracious this day, and had 
desired him to tell my interpreter that be fprgave 
what was padt, and permitted him to come to his 
house with Mr. Moncourtuse ; but that he must 
nevei presume to enter his or any of the whooo- 
ghee's court-yards with his shoes on. Thus enda 
this act of the farce ; and, just as I expepted, fpr 
when I first learnt they had sent for the mayhoon 
I never hoped to bring my business to a conclu- 
sion until he arrived: but as the time of his 
arrival was so very uncertain, I did not think it 
jlistifid[>le to remain idle* He was first sent for 
the 15th of last month, or twenty-|6ur days ago» 
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And might hare been up by this time. ' The se- 
liond despatch for him was sent oft by the Enga 
Tekaing, the third of this month, with directions 
to come up immediately, if he wished to see his 
mother before she died, as She is said to be very 
ill, and not expected to live many days. It was 
then said he would be up in ten or twelve days, 
as he has a pious affection for his mother, and I 
know that a war-boat can get down in four days, 
tod return in eight more; but five days are now 
elapsed since that despatch, and I amliow told 
he is expected in fifteen more, so that his arri^ 
is still very problematical ; and I am not certain 
whether, the mother's sickness is * not a story 
trumped up for the occasion. Be that as it may, 
this new breach of promise was sufficient ground 
for doubting their sincerity; I therefore desired 
Mr. M. to tell the enga's whoon, that his majesty's 
ministers had forfeited all credit with me, that I 
no longer wished to treat with them on any terms, 
and only requested he would so far befriend me, 
as to obtain permission for my returning to 
Rangoon. 

The English merchant has not been able to 
dispose of any of his goods, his treatment and 
fate seemingly depending on mine. 

August 9. In the morning, I sent my interpreter 
to the mayhoori*s mother's, to make a tender of. 
any medical assistance in our power, and to give 
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him an opportunity of seeing, wbether she was 
ill or not He was admitted to her private apart? 
ment, and found her in a very . feeble state, but 
better than she had beeii ; he, however, thinks 
she cannot live long* Both she and her husband 
returned many thanks for my attention^ but der 
clined, as I expected, accepting my offer. From 
them he went to the enga's whoon, to deliver a 
message similar to what I had communicated to 
Moncourtuse yesterday. The whoon was just 
setting off for the palace to attend at the cere«> 
mony of delivering the white elephants to his 
his majesty (to these ceremonies there is no end)f 
he, however, promised to communicate my wished 
to the Enga Tekaing ; and told Mr« R. that ha 
was very sorry that all his endeavours to expedite 
my business had been so ineffectual. . But hi^ 
sincerity may be well doubted, for it is easy to 
perceive, they are all acting in conformity to the 
king's wishes. He has, however, the address to 
disguise his duplicity better than others; one 
of their aims is, I have^ reason to believe^ to 
detain me here till the anniversary of the candle^ 
feast, which takes place the full moon after the. 
autumnal equinox; when all the tributary princes 
and great officers pay homage to his majesty oa 
his throne: and when they intend to gratify bia 
pride and vanity, by exhibiting me as one of hi% 
al(ject vassals, as they did Captain Symes ; but 
in this, perhaps, they may be mistaken. 
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< AttgiutlUl t have been obliged to .otmuiieiiioe 
ai course of mercury again, the inflammation in 
fkj liver threatening much. This day I e6nfined 
Mr. Burnett's servwit for various thefU, and fonn- 
ihg imi^oper connexions. I was disappointed last 
night in my observa^ns on Jupiter's satellites by 
tte cloudy weather. In the evening Mr. Mon- 
eoXirtuse called on me widi a message f)n>m the 
enga's whoon, informing me that he had had an 
interview with the wfaoonghee at the Enga Te- 
kairig^s, when the mhee whoonghee promised the 
prince he would lay my memorials before his ma- 
jesty, and finally settle my business as soon as 
fee mayhobn of Hunzawuddy arrived ; but that he 
66uld not do any thing till then, a» it was tfeces- 
Sary to consuFt him. I understand that the mhee 
^hoonghee's eldest son has l)een appointed to Ae 
vacant place of attawhoon in the Enga Tekaing's 
household. His fiither had told me, when at 
Mhegfaoon, that he was to have been appointed 
ibayhoon of Arrakan, but I suppose he finds itne- 
tessary to have him at court, as he has many ene- 
teies. It is a proof, however, at the same time of 
Ms influence with his majesty, as the appointment 
hieui been promised to a brother<-in4aw of Hie inay- 
hooh of Hunzawuddy. I was again disappointed 
of my observation this night by the cioudy 
weather. 
August \8. This morning I learnt that fais ma* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



m TUB mtmuiuss MMrant. 98$ 

je&tf ik$A degvaded ihe padtaaH khd soiliba 
w&oonghees» oa aeciouilt of 80n« religi<!i«is opinido^ 
vesjtactiBg the dandle feast. T^ Pd^aaia wbooa^ 
ghee has beea' trcMed'urith pwrticUlar sehreritjr ; 
he has heea turoied v\A of his house, and deprived 
of all the insignia of Uis high lank. On accouh* 
of this pwiisfam^ri;, (he guards at the pakce-gatesr 
hayd been remforced, and a stricter discipline 
oodaiae<i Two seraghdohs, ojrpoonghee bishops, 
have also been confined in irons. This severity, 
it is supposed, is occasioned by the intrigues of 
the mhee whoonghee^ who aspires at the pacaam 
whoonghee's place. The pacaam is a venerable 
vad respectable old man, and a general favourite, 
having filled the officeof whoonghee with reputa* 
tion ever since the finst accession of the family of 
Alam-praw to the throne. It is^true hels now unfit 
for the station^ but his age, and his merits, ceis 
taialy entitle him to an honourable tranquillity. 

After a fiur trial, Mr. B/s servant being con- 
victed of various thefts, I ordered him to be pu- 
nished with one hundred lashes, of which he^ 
H^vtdi seventy this morning. The Bumihan 
wcnnan, who was tte receiver of pait of bis 
plimder, having absconded, I sent my inteipreter 
tor complain of h^r to the enga's whoon, who im-^ 
medii^y senb out people to apprehend her. He 
eftilfinned to Mr. B. the information communicated 
to me^yasterdivy by Mi^. Moncourtuse. 
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i Amgusi 14f. In the morning my interpi^ter went 
to the enga's whoon to settle the business of die 
goods, #*o,9 that had been stolen froui me ; when 
one of his writers came and told him, that he was 
at the palace when his majesty asked his courtieis 
why I was not dispatched, and ga^e orders for 
B&y business being immediately settled ; he, there- 
fore desired Mr. R.. to send Moncourtuse to him. 
The mhee whoonghee's eldest son haying sent for 
my interpreter, he waited on him ; when he in- 
formed him, that the woman, who had received 
the stolen goods from my servant, had fled to him 
for protection, that he would take care to have 
her punished and the articles returned; he, 
therefore, requested I would prosecute the busi^ 
loiess no further. He and his wife forther said, 
that they were afraid I was offended with them, 
as I had not lately sent to them ; he assured them 
it was by no means the case. They then desired 
he would call on them more frequently^ as they 
should be happy to render me any service in their 
power. I also sent my interpreter to inquire after 
the health of the mayhOon's mother ; she returned 
hef thanks, tod said she was much better, and 
expected her son in two or three days; three 
several boats having been dispatched for hinu 
While my interpreter was absent, I had seat for 
Mon<^urtuse, smd ordered him to go to the enga's 
whoon, and. inform him, that I w«s fiiUy.detn^ 
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mined to wait here no longer than the present 
week, and that if permission was not granted me 
to retire in that time, I should go without further 
ceremony ; at the same time I had not heard of 
the palace report. In the evening he called on 
me on his return from the enga's whoon, and said, 
he had received orders from him to go the next 
day to one of the attawhoons of the palace, to 
learn the truth of the report I was again disap- 
pointed this day of a view of Jupiter. 

August 15. Mr. Moncourtuse called this morning 
about ten o'clock, on his way to the enga's whoon ; 
according to appointment, my interpreter went 
with him ; but when they arrived at the whoon's, 
he was asleep. These people are the most irre- 
gular in their hours, as in every thing else, of any 
men that I ever met with. In the evening, Mon- 
courtuse pretended lameness, so that, I suppose, 
the enga's whoon was not serious when he desired 
him to wait on the attawhoon. In the evening it 
was rumoured, that a Chinese ambassador had 
arrived, with a woman for his majesty's seraglio ; 
and that we were to have an audience at the same 
time. These rumour have been frequently cir- 
culated, to try what eflfect they would have on 
me, but I have uniformly treated them with 
contempt. 

August 16. In the morning I received a visit from 
the reverend Father Louis. Mr. Keys, at my re- 

z 
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quest, hud 8U[^Ued him with some medicines, aod 
the chief puiport (ormther pretence) of his Yiait 
was to obtain, directions fi)r the application. A 
low native Pdrtuguese* who calls himself one of 
the king's bombardiers, but particularly attached 
to the service of his grandson, came with 
him ; and the padre wanted to have him present 
al our conversation. I thoi^t L perceived a 
change in his manner this time ;. he said, be had 
not seen the king, or the Enga Tekai%, and 
(Qould not go to them unless particulady sent for. 
He itiformed me that the king was desirous of 
complying with my wishes, but that the prince, 
Hifluedced by the many incendiary reports, had 
strongly advised his father riot to admit of my 
residing in the country. He also . said, that a 
report prevailed, that the disbanded troopB were 
oixlered to be reasembled, and that it was gene- 
rally understood, that an . expeditieh of ooDse- 
qujsnce would be set on foot immediately after 
tiie iwns; bwt that the object was unknown. 
He told me, he waited on me to take leave» as he 
meant to quit Amarapoorah In three or four daysw 
lihjs surprised me a IrttLe, because he hadpro- 
mised at our last interview to remain here a 
ilioQth, or until I went to Bangoon* ttnd would 
use his best endeavours to forward my views; 
this I mentioned to him» when he said he wo'uld 
willingly stay if he could be of any service to 
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me ; In conieqifdnce I told him plidi4y» ^thi' if 
he w<N|ld effict aai fartervife:^ betwedd ' the. Biig^L 
Tekaing and me,. so as io do away his prejudices, 
i would remrd hixr handnm^ly for his twnble^ 
He disavowed ali pecHLdiary . Tiews on his own 
port, but 8aid^ if I would enable hiAi to fee certain 
bffioeiB, ^e would use bis best endeavouis in my 
behalf; he then left me; After he was gone, I 
leamt that he had beeh scTeial times at the pa- 
lace, fuid I sapq^osed had his orders. 

Arciyed a Mr. Lane, a Rangoon trader: he waited 
on me in the evening, but had noising j^atticular 
to infonh me of, havmg left Rangoon a ftiW dttys 
After Mr. Reeves. I fear he has come to a bad 
maAiet, as the latter has not yet been able to do 
iity: business ; and, it is generally understood) 
that gDvemment has interfered to prevent it 
Mr. Mbncourtuse has not appeared this day ; the 
stolen dog, and a piece of cachedas has been re<^ 
Mored, agreeably to the mhee whoonghee's son's 
promise. 

AugMt 17. This morning Mbncourtuse caHed 
on me, and pleaded lameness for his absence. He 
asked; if he should call on the attawhoon ? As the 
time was past when it might have been useful, I 
told hhn it was quite indifferent to me whether 
he went or not; and diat I did not consider him 
pus acting under my directions in the business. 

August 18. Last night a rich Burmhan was be* 
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headed by order of his majesty; his body ex- 
posed, and his property confiscated. A party of 
Chinese, with presents from a frontier proVince, 
have arrived, and the sheradoghee, who came op 
the river with me, and was sent on an embassy 
to China in April last, has returned with them. 
It appears, or rather, it is said, he was prevented 
proceeding by some insiurrection in China. 

This day the nakhan of Rangoon anived in nine 
days ; the people of his boat say, that the boat 
dispatched from hence for the mayhoon the 16th 
of July last, had got no further than Prone ; the 
boat that was despatched by the Engai Tekaing 
the 3rd inst., they saw at Pagain ; and the last 
boat, a little below Keouptooloung ; so that they 
have been purjiosely delayed. The nakhan brought 
a present of a white deer for his majesty, and the 
government's statement of a caXise lately decided 
at Rangoon against an Armenian merchant, Aga 
John, lately deceased, the heir intending to appeal 
to the king. 

Auguat 20. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to make a last effort with the attawhoon of the 
palace, to deliver a letter from me to his majesty; 
but both of those he saw positively refused, say- 
ing, that they dared not. One of them said, his 
majesty's sword is too shai^ ; you see a rich man 
was beheaded but yesterday without committing 
any finuit. He then stated his case ; the un&r- 
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tanate .man ^ had been renter of a considerafaie 
district, and amassed wealth by oppression ; com* 
plaints were lodged, he was tried, found gnilty, 
mulcted, and declared incapable of serving his 
mi^esty, who ordered him to retire from court, 
and neyer appear before him again. Unfortu- 
nately for him, his ambition would, not permit 
him to remain quiet in obscurity; his wealth 
enabled him to find patrons, and through them he 
twice petitioned his majesty for permission to 
. reside at the capital, and be enrolled as one of 
his. merchants ; these petitions were . rejected. 
He, notwithstanding, perseyered to a third 
irttempt, and to ensure success, offered a consi* 
detable . bribe to one of his majesty's favourite 
daughters to. present it, which she undertook. 
The king, on receiving the petition, was extremely 
eBiaged, and exclaimed, I have repeatedly or- 
dered this villain not to presume to approach me ;- 
let him be immediately apprehended and confined. 
This order was given at four o'clock in the even- 
ing, and immediately executed. The man, too 
late dreading the effects of his majesty's wralh^ 
inimediately began to scatter his wealth among 
the royal fbmily ;. money and jewels were sent to 
all such as were supposed to have influence ; the 
luribeswere received; and he was told not to suffer 
any apprehension; however, at seven, the same 
evening, . his majesty ordered that he should be 
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beheaded^ and his. property can&cxttod. T%t^ 
MBteDW WHS |i(nni^uittiy cdmed i&td exemtioD^ 
and the mjrrmidoiiB of the.pdb^^ l6ok posaeasktq 
€S his pmpevty. His bod^ » exposes! Abdra 
gfrofund, ptnaed ito the eaMi, ^«bew i* i^ .to ijiti; 
the king's dbetor cut off die tip of l|is aose^. efaea^ 
Ups^ tongue, sttd £nger^ which, with some of fais 
bloods js to fqn|i aoompoobd iaaome mediraieriof 
TOoderfiil ^Adacy in et^mmiag kngeiSiy,. and 
ptosperity to^fhose ^ho ase softappj as to obtaiB 
a portioB of it firom his mi^ediy'&hountjr. TXm 
is one of the palaioe DoMmn», bf ^ioh thoe an 
many otheis eqaaUy mystic; iu the psepaFatimi; 
aiid^iH)aderAil in. thts operation; ihbsehas ^nfgcad^^ 
odcasioaally dispenses to Ihe caedtdonS-oohiHitud*. 
The &11 of a rich iiauBUi pnvea ajsna^rcojof j^^ 
beyond the amount 4>f his iigmediate aesf^ Hi 
bo^ks are cjarefiiHy exi^ned, anflrall, v^lmia 
nuaes are fhere entered, whether this aoo^Mmtt h«$ 
been tetded or hot, ase sac^ for the:&ll MsMmt 
of <he entry, and are obUged to. pay th^ dtwaMli 
widioiit daring to demur or 4uesiia« tl^e legaUty 
ofliie aetion; and names areoftfan interteid oa 
tibe occasion. My cash^fceepef is am^^ihe m^ 
ferers on this ; hn name is dtmn fonilQQ ti«i^' 
which he solemnly dedaiaq he .paiid ncylr t^. 
yeass ago ; and many other nserbhahts mtewn }»m 
been diiirged in sumspropoHieiied tolifafs^.siyh 
posed fostones. Eichis>T6 (j»f tjuae Ailibsta, thf^. 
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defiiDCt was found possessed of ca^ to theamotttit 
of 40,000 ti<»ls: and jewels and merchandise 
amouBtiiig Co as much more. The principal part 
of this sum the Icing, it is said, has given to his 
favourite grandson. I have this day hired four 
boats to carry myself and servants to Rangoon, 
and paid half the hire in advance. In the eveniiig 
I received a packet from Rangoon, t^oniaihihg a 
letter from Madras, advising me of the projected 
expedition agi^iiist MflLnilliEt, and the ftiilure 6f 
liOid Malmesbury's negotiations. 

September S. A cbnspiracy, in which the mhee 
whoonghee and his sons are deeply implicated, 
has jUst been discovered by the confession of 
bne of the consptirators : their plan of operation 
was, that when he had marched with the army 
to the hills, about a day's march, he was td 
make a signal, and then tlie cons|iirators in the 
fort^ ^c, were t6 anil themselves and follower^ 
from his mc^sine, and set fire to the city iii 
various quarters. This was to be a signal fo^ 
him to return and complete the business. This 
confessmn was immediately communicated to His 
majesty, who gave orders for the mhee whodn- 
ghee's being seized and his house searched. 
The arms were found as reported, and the same 
confession extorted from several others of the 
conspirators : among the rest was my acquaint- 
ante the youfng chobwa and his companion. 
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The young chobwa was severely tortured auid 
confessed, that when drunk, the mhee whoon- 
ghee had sworn him to join his party ; I have 
often warned this young man of the danger at- 
tending his dissolute courses, and constantly re- 
used indulging him in the least when he came 
to my house ; in consequence he had not been 
near me for a month past; the last time I saw 
him he came to ask my advice respecting a &- 
mily feud : his wife and he had quarrelled, she 
had left his house in consequence, put herself 
under the protection of the Enga Tekaing, and 
insisted on being divorced. I advised him to 
settle the matter amicably, but he did not seem 
to approve of my advice; and I have since heard 
that they were divorced ; and if I am not much 
mistaken she has been the mediate, if not the 
proximate cause of his ruin, and of the plots 
being discovered. It is a part of the Buimhan 
policy to give young ladies of the court in mar- 
riage to the heirs of the chobwas and other great 
subjects, with a view to secure their fidelity, or 
report their defection or mal-practices. For this 
purpose the queen mother, the queens, and prin- 
cesses, take the daughters of the courtiers under 
their protection, and educate them in their re- 
spective palaces ; a plan which the parents readily 
agree to, as affording a certain provision for dieir 
daughters. The lady above alluded to> is the 
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daughter of a deceased whoonghee, educated in 
the Enga Tekaing*s palace^ and giyeii by him in 
marriage to the young chobwa, who was under 
his particular patronage. She is a smart, sen- 
sible, little woman, and it would have been happy 
for him bad he been more attentive to her; but, 
exclusive of his drunkenness, he had a dozen con- 
cubines in difierent parts of the town. But to 
return from this digression; when the mhee 
whoonghee was brought before his maj^ty and 
confronted by his sons, he confessed his having 
erred jn amassing such a quantity of arms without 
acquainting his majesty, but professed they were 
intended to be used only against his enemies, 
and denied every other part of the accusation. 
It is said, he was severely tortured by ligatures 
on his limbs, and beating him over the breast, 
joints, shins, and back, with a bar of iron ; but 
without effect ; and that he was afterwards loaded 
with irons, and confined in the palace prison. 
Hk sons also were subjected to the same treat- 
ment, and every suspected person apprehended 
and confined in various prisons. The enga's 
whoon has been appointed generalissimo, and 
taken command of the new levies, ^c. 

September 6. Yesterday being full moon, and 
held holy by the Burmhans, prevented any thing 
being done in the aSsdV of the conspirators, ex- 
cept precautions against surprise or riots. Horse- 
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v^tx p9<ar0led 4he streets ttt a^t, and the inha^ 
bit^iito kept (faiet witixin tbeir houses, tfembling 
^Mtbe €oiiseqtteiiCM; 60 that after dark, the city 
wail a9 9tiU as a d^ert. . I also tlioai^t it necea* 
aarjr to bring Miy guard and st^rvauts into .my 
\i^me, and shyat the doors at night. Thii^ day, 
iMiiM^fer, it was expeeted thMt the prisotie» 
would be .e»eeuted ; I, therefore^ seat my iiUer- 
preler rata the fort to caUect intelligeace* Oa 
bia: ii^tu^n ha infonaed ni^, that ]m maf^ty htd 
grants the mhee whoohghee and \m (Moty thek 
livedo at the int^roeasion of the queeA oiQth^; 
tbat.b^ irons had bueen taken oS, but that he was 
^1 in confinement. The Enga Tekaing» and 
tJM9: test of the princes of the blood, violently 
ojppoaed His majesty's .clamency; and it was stili 
ploiiihtful ^l^t woftiM be the retiult of their oppo* 
M^fif The rcsusoQB assigned for hm tnajesty'^ 
tddmency aie^ Ijwt thi» man ^as brought up with 
]»m ffom his i^ncy, they were play-fellows, 
2iad educated togethev^ he t)eing a favourite slave 
i«t his majesty's . fifuily ; thb early attiichiaeat 
ivfjas further cemented by hi» fidelity to his 
m^esty when ia great distress during the 
reign of the lats Chiog Houza. It is said that 
Ching Uci^za, heiag jealous of his iQ^esty, de- 
pirived him of his patrimoniiyi estate, and adi hid 
sj[«^ves aad property, and oiafiiied^ him the last 
ibffi€^ yea«s pf his unfortunate mign in a :mean 
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laukp at Ghe9lMn;«orbid4iiig kb migftetB-^ 
shew fafetti any raafttbtxHr atteatioft. Yetatihe 
mk *oC l)iB life/ the 'lahee vrboongfaee prifatdiy. 
fl!it]plied hisf with diotipy and pnivi0i0ti9 Ailing 
ihfe wfabla of that tjtte^ and was altatWaidaaiJi* 
timely iMtrumental » advancing him to therthttinei 
llie ramemhiaiioeB of these* fkidiftil «#>vioed ha4 
hiduoed h)d mjijesty to patdoft hiflo^^^a >wo f<Ame# 
doeasiiotig» that he had beea led oiit ft>t e&Mtltioid 
for draolLeciness, atid to yAiu^ he nqw owes a 
Atfd 6Mape: J^ - 

: Another relatioa is, that ia addkiiM)tdthe a(boTe« 
this ina)(^ with Area cfthef aaMiciateg, ^^ie A prih* 
dpal meaiis of hia laajeslys present ^evatiotti} 
and tfadt after ^he Wa^ quiady^ ftxedon the'tfironeii 
htf ^hai-allowfed them to fix iheif f^tmrd; a^d^hi^ 
Imi, ^kk OQp^queace, e^aet&d anH>aih AkAh' himi 
fliat he wag, on no pretence, M tHe away 4li«t» 
Ivres. * Si^metifiie AfterwaMs, oii6 of ftem hai^ri^ 
o^nded his majesty, !n ihe hieat Of pa^ion, he 
h^ ordered him to he ffut to death v but had sttft 
ifered eo much since fi^om remotse, ^Aat ttHl 
ttMiu^t he wA never tonsent to «hi«^ nuln^' pU<^ 
aisbment further^ than by dejMrivatien of offied 
ami faitttnei^. There is itothing improbable iti 
those relations, and I have .ti^B^ tihem from siich 
varioiis quarters, thtit I hav< Mttle doubt of the 
AUfdienti&ity of the facts; but thete' Is^ another 
mJE^tive wHich appeaars to me a» more strongly ki* 
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fluencin^ his majesty. The -mhee whoongliee, 
from whatever cause, was: i&tmsted with more 
power than aay other man dn the empire ; his 
will was law without appeal ; :he was generally 
detested, and aa much feared; clownish and. brutal 
in his manners, and depraved in his appetites; 
not remarkable for talents of any kind, except 
ihQ9^ of abjectly cringing to his majesty, and his 
fiivburite children, Sfc. ; hence, therefore, lijs 
mi^eety's partiality :' he was a necessary engine 
for a despotic government; his vic^, and low 
origin, perhaps, wcfre considered as a security for 
his fidelity; his d^iendenee resting solely on his 
mastered protection, who made him the stalking- 
horse to screen him frcnoa the odium of occasionial 
aevbrity, or other unpopular measures; and op- 
posed him as a counterpoise to the power .and 
ambition of his children. Whoever seaKhes the 
annals of tyranny, will find tlytt a policy of this 
kind is always among the, wretched shifter of des- 
pots; and, it is more. than prabable,. that the 
a^irowed enmity of the royal family, especialty of 
the heir-apparent will secure his impunity, if not 
occasion* his reinstatement. In the evening, I 
went to examine if my boats were r^4y> and 
found them sufficiently so, to admit of embfirking 
the remainder of my baggage. I moiH^, however, 
to suspend my preparations a d^y or two^ ; to ^see 
what will be the effect': pf this revo^utiqiij^ espen^i- 
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ally as it is confidently said that the mayhoon.will 
be here in a day or two ; although, I must confesi^ 
I haye but small hopes of success. The mhee 
whoonghee was certainly my ostensible enemy, 
but I doubt much whether he was not secretly 
encouraged by the master-hand. I have heard^ 
that when the news of my arriyal was first re* 
ported to his majesty by the mayhoon, he called 
a council of his principal officers, who were una- 
nimous in their opinion that an alliance with the 
English would tend to his majesty's . honour and 
advantage, except, the mhee whoonghee ; who 
was uniformly in opposition, until after his public 
interviews with me at Mheghoon, where it ap^ 
pears my conduct pleased him so much, that on 
his joining his majesty at Keounmeoun, he was as 
loud in my praise. In consequence, his majesty 
took an opportunity, in full court, of reproaching 
him for his tergiversation, sneeringly adding, I 
sruppose the Resident has fee'd you well for this 
conversion. Piqued at the severity of this re^ 
proof, he has ever since secretly been my enemy^ 
and 'availed himself of the first plausible pretence 
of again opposing me openly, and this I have ex- 
perienced m all its bitterness ; and, as it has been 
totally undeserved on. my part, it certainly tends 
to confirm this report. My situation is truly dis- 
tressing, exposed to the brutal insults of a lawless 
peojde, under circumstances, totally unprovided 
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im deatitule cff Ui^ <mcovQriig^ea^ ^dA wp^ 
priftte iMtractiohs fitote mj^ enpt6ye», IdjQQP 
-TOj^ees ib ad^aiu^ for the service withmit ^ iii- 
Itiority m eertaiaty of reimbnraemeiit, aiid ^iaMt 
^batitiite of hope of success,.. tteocwscloiiftiCsaf^ 
ftaTOig dasenred it vi my only si^pjoft.^ . . * 
-: 8tftemb0r 7« I undeistand thiit his najesty h*s 
'setftioff fredit»urierstb Iaiiiai» to uqtdre iMo tiie 
4iilh of the Siamese bein^ in forcfe'Uier0 ; aa the 
Mmbr. inteUigenoe tras brought by it servant of 
Ihe mhee whooi^ihee'St and is now sujpposcfd to 
life fabricated toaffiMd.him a pretence, lor raisiag 
all anpy ; on the Mport df . these covHers his fieUe^ 
k is iuud» depends j He id still kept in the palaefe 
pcisoili bis migesty bcnng sfiprehensfve that the 
|Brinw9 ifl^onld faave him secmtly put ih death weve 
^ exposed to their violence. Two men. irei^ 
1»eciited tills >d47 ibr munlen I .heard that, the 
inayhoon has arrived at the last ctokey, .Eeoup^ 
thtdoung, and ordfefed a bbat to be hired, as I i» 
tend sending my inteipreHer to pongratalate him 
on hisiarrival, Sfc. 

&ptonib^ 8. I sent <^ my uterpreter early in 
the morhii^ to meet dw mayfac^pni; and deliver to 
Iwn a letter. About twelve a.m . he returned, the 
Bbsyhoota having, atrived .with his; fionily nt (he 
ghnut'; he informed me thatlbe mayhbon had' le- 
neivedhiin vety kinully^ and expressed great sor* 
tow for tihe insults I faadreoeived, mlding» it was 
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my own fioilt, as he had warned me against staying; 
He apologized for his countjrymen, by . Baying, 
they were totally ignorant.of the customs of £u- 
ropeans, and knew not the advantages that wete 
to be derived from their frienddup, or danger to 
be apprehended fioin dieir enmity ; and that the 
king was so absolute, that the few who knew 
better were afraid to speak to him. The mhee 
wfaoonghee, he said, had Bolemnly promiBed him 
to do my business ; but there was nothing farther 
to be said of him, and he muisit now begin every 
thii^ anew. In my letter I had requested of him 
to obtain his majesty's permission (or my retunt- 
ing; to whidi he replied, otft wading it, No, no, 
he must not go away in that manner ; tell hiiA 1 
request he will hare a little patience, and, in A 
few days I hope to be able to rectify former mis- 
takes.'' On the whole my interpreter informs me, 
that he appeared sincerely interested in my wel- 
&re, spoke of me with the familiarity of -s^ettled 
fHendship, and expressed a ^eat desire tb^'^is 
me; in all which, his wife, who has a targe in^ 
fluence, as before noticed, joined. My presents^ 
to their children had also caused them to remember 
Bto. In the evening, about four o'clock, he and 
his family went to his house in the fort. Not- 
withstanding these favourable assurances, I shi^l 
not be surprised to find him fall in with the court 
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uviniifes «o soon as be learns his majesty's 



M SeftmA&r 9; In order to maintain the feHrouraUe 
p 9¥^ wmm i km B which my fonner attentions to Ihs 
dtaflioonts wife and children seem to have esiUH 
tUslMd'-ili his mind, I sent her this momiiig^<a 
i|9ryi/hand9ome [wesent, and the children a dsih 
CMiMrof Hoffman's coloured comfits. I learat 
thlB tlay that the mliee whoonghee's friends huk 
selita itaiMboat with valuable presents to thoMi^ 
loon^a day or two before he arrived, to engage 
hiS' interest 'in behalf of the mhee whoongbaa] 
dlidy.lliat it is si^iposed he had interceded with 
hto majesty for him, as he and his sons were re^ 
iMmii from their eonfinement. This day he was 
nM6red to his ajipointmentand former power. 
'• 'Septemier 10. In the morning I sent my inter*, 
{inter to the enga's whoon, paoaam whoongbee's, 
andimayboo'iii's : the two fonner confirmed the in* 
t^ligence of yesterday respecting the mhee 
whobn^hee ; and told my interpreter, that he need 
dM trouble himself in coming to them now, as 
the king had ordered that every thing relative tor 
the stirangers, should be left to the entire manage^ 
mebt of die mayhoon« The mayhoou'told him*. 
Hmt he wished much to see me to httre somis a^' 
rid«9 oonveiaation; but that be was so contiMiaUy 
called for by the king that he wasiafiraid-^ 
,1 . •..-•..»• I i.^ 
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BffpbiniiDg a time for meeting for fear ef intefrui^ 
tion ; and, that so s^on as he could get a 9pa9e 
day he would send to inform me ; he hoped in a 
few days to settle my business to my satisfitetMi.; 
that yesterday when he was at the palace, he tdok 
his writer with him, to write down and send oC 
immediately to the looto any orders his majesty 
might give respecting me ; that, after 9ome tm^^ 
his majesty had said, '* The Resident has been waitr 
ing here a long time." To which he replied, **YWf 
my lord ;'* and was in great hopes his majesty would 
hare proceeded, but unfortunately he did not; 
the discourse turned on sky-rockets : his miyesty 
having cut down a very large tree when at Keoun- 
meoun, with an intention of making the largest 
rocket that had everbeen seen, capaUe of holding 
2,000 or 8,000 viss of powder; and now otkred 
as a reward, apiece Of silk, to any one who.wouM 
undertake to bore it for him, and then the court 
broke up. However, he did not despair but that 
his majesty would again think of me in a few days 
more. He then asked Mr. Rowland why 1 .had 
not been to the looto to receive my commission ? 
Mr. R. told him he believed it' was because a 
proper place was not assigned me ; to which he 
rejoined, that the looto was a public court for the 
gieat officers of state, and that no respect Cor per* 
sons would be shewn there ; and that it was ab- 
solutely necessiMry for me to go as a private person ; 

t A 
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h6 had done so, and every other' officer in die 
Buonhan domiaions. He requested thirtJ woidd 
be advi3($d by htm, and ree^ive the ommtissioa^ 
when I might leiave Amatapoorah, and he iroold 
ti^e cam to seiid aftet me every ffknt I might 
require. Thtld easily do thefise peopte-recotioae 
to themselves every absurdity thatlh^ have mice 
admitted into their schema of polk^y I In order to 
degrade me I am to be made a Biinnlian; !timt is, 
to receive a commission, and take an bath of al- 
legiance, by wh^ich I malce myself amesiableto 
their laws, or rather, caprices; at the 8an|e time 
derivmg^no power or ^ad vantage by holding sndi 
commission. And thu^ ei^sily^do they, suppose^ 
that I am to forget all tilie mortifications aoid nsulls 
I have received; but letithe risk be what it will, 
I will convinbe them of their error "before I lettve 
tikis place. Yesteiday Uie prince of Pione sent 
for Mr. Reeves^ the fiiiglish merdiant, to bring 
him some gpods he wdnted to lo^k at, the flatter 
demurred antil he should have my permiasion. 
I directed him:t6 in^lge the prince, of any otheis 
of the royal family, as fietr as was cohsiiitent wMi 
his interest. He accordingly ' went thia^ay, aid 
carried, sev^r^ ariicleB for sale with &ipi. Hq 
was permitted to: wilk <wkh'ht8 ^h«(es t6'the Isedd^^r) 
but ad mat balm; placed for hun to dt on, te 
spread his hahcftaetchibf, ^ying^ he was Hot «o* 
cu^om^d to 4* on 't^e bare ftoor. The prihee*« 
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traasuTer officiated in cheapening the articles th^ 
prince wapted, namely , some glass quicksilvered 
globes ; and ^ranting to beat him down, Mr. B^. 
told him he was an Englishmtn^ and had but onp 
price, which he had already fixed, Imt that the 
whole amount would be but as a grain of sand to 
the prince ; and that if he thought he wouid do him 
the honour to accept o| them, he would give theip 
wiA. pleasure : to which the prince s<Hnewhiit 
smartly replied, he had nothing to do with these 
Agings, he left it to his treasurer; who then agreed 
for the price of eight globes, and paid the sum Qf 
150 ticals : the watches and other articles were 
too expensive. Afiter this important business W9» 
despatched, the prince retired to an inner apart- 
ment and sent for Mr. Reeves. He was surrounded 
by his wives and family, and Mr. Reeves was in- 
dulged with pennission to set with his back againi^t 
tifiO wall, and stretch his legs out ; and haA the. 
high honour conferred on him of being .permitted 
to drink in the prince's presence ; for complaining 
of thirst, the prince ordered him water in agoldep 
cup. While here; the prince and the ladies asked 
him a number of questions ; commissioned him to 
procure them many articles, and even offered to 
ffkj him the money in advance. On the whole, he 
ipayv, the prince's conduct was correct and polite : 
he aslced him only one silly question, and that 
wad, whether he could qot get a glass for him. 
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that would shew a person naked, when they had 
clothes on? He said that when his uncle took 
Siam» he got one at Baukock. Mr: R. asked him 
if he had seen it : this question he declined an- 
swering directly, but insisted on the &ct. Mr. 
Reeves observing one of his children ill of the 
boss and worms, he asked if they had no medicine 
to cure the complaint? The prince said no, and 
expressed a wish to procure some; upon which 
Mr. R. recommended his applying to the Resident 
for his surgeon, who he said he was sure would 
be happy to render him any service in his power; 
but to this no reply was made. Mr R. also took 
an opportunity of mentioning how much he had 
been distressed by the want of a currency here, 
but to this remark the prince also was silent 
They kept him four or five hours and were then 
unwilling to let him go, and ordered him to return 
again to take a particular account of their com- 
missions; he says, the prince's house was very 
clean and neat, and what he saw of his furniture 
and utensils suitable to his dignity. 

September 11. Late last night an illegitimate 
favourite son of the king, named Momutza, sent 
for my interpreter; on his return I learnt it was 
to beg a spaniel puppy of me. As I have em- 
braced every opportunity of gratifying the royal 
&mily that has occurred, I therefore sent him the 
dog, and a few trifles also for his motber*^ who is 
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a favourite concubiiie. They.appeared much gra- 
tified by my attention, and in the course of the 
0M>rning returned me. a. present of two small ele- 
phants' teeth, for which I had to pay as usual by 
giving something to four servants who brought 
tiiem. I was pleased, however, by the promp- 
titude of this return, as I have long been unused 
to jthe slightest mark of civility. 

[September 12. As I had not heard from the may- 
hpon yesterday, I sent my interpreter to him this 
moraing: he had nothing new to communicate, 
but desired I would send him a few lines re- 
questing leave to quit Araanq>oorah. I therefore 
immediately sent him the memorial and trans- 
lation which the whoonghees had refused to re- 
ceive, as conveying a full account of wbtet had 
parsed, with my wishes: this he received and 
promised to lay before his majesty ; he made the 
same apology as before fpr not appointing a time 
for seeing me. In the evening, the boat mangies 
having behaved insolently to me, and endea- 
voured to extort a further advance, I lodged a 
complaint against them with the mayhoon, and 
had them confined in his house. . 

I received a letter this day from Mr. Lane, 
tsader, representing the oppressive usage of the 
government of Rangoon to him. 

^pUrnber 13. In the morning I sent my inter- 
preter to [H^fer my complaint against the man- 
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gie9,i'but Ihey hbd managed to meke the may^ 
hoon'li wife their iftteroessor; he therefore re-* 
quested I would oYeritfbk' their olfence for this 
tun6; He shewed m'y^ ihter|[ireter ^e state of 
confusion his house wa»iii» so fts to be utofit to 
leeeiTe me there ; he llierefibfe revested that the 
interview might take- place oit boaid his boat, and 
sent to have it p]:6pared* for tile occasion, and 
promised, to send ihe word when he would be 
able to meet me. The pretence was plausible 
enough, -and although in strictness he ^\(ght to 
hove visited me ; yet in th^ present state of 
things, I thought it most prudent to wave pnno- 
tilio^ ad the only means* of comhig to an expla- 
naotion with these'' wayward peo|4e. - • 

September 14. The mayhoon sent m apology for 
hot seeing me this day; as he and his wileveere 
summoned to the palace, with- their presents ; but 
he hoppd it would affiird him an opportunity, of 
saying something to his majesty, in favour of my 
business. 

Septembet 15. Early in the morning, Mr. Keys 
waited on the engai's who^n, by particular request, 
to prescribe something for a pain in his ear. 

About a (piarter before ten a.m: the Mayhoon 
sent me word, that he would be gliAi to see me, 
at his boat, and a little after passed* by fipom the 
fort< About tern, I fcrflbwed-him aoooinpanied by 
Mr. Keys. His boat was very decently, prepared. 
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and chaira placed for us; one on each hand; he 
lieing seated yn^ his back to the Mem» .wiOin a 
Mtle mfled diTCsioiLt; a piece. of btate 'pamle, 
idrich he did not assume, on either of my fonner 
Visits. He. rose to leceive me, and was dieerM 
and affitUa ^ After the usual: Qaropliments, he 
asked me why I would not receiye his mafesty's 
commission; that, without it I should hot be re- 
spected, or hare any power, ire. Sfc. Itold hkn, 
I had never refiised to receive his majesty's oom^ 
mission, ^t it had never, be^n regularly tendered 
lo me, nor did I even now kndw the full purport of 
it^as such oommissions were unnecessary fof perBon$ 
in my situation : permission to act under the 
oommissions we hold from our gbvemment$, and 
ovders to the ministers, generals, govemoiss, \&c,^ 
to ve^ect us, and forward our address^ to court, 
lieiiig all we ^required. X must therefoire riow ask 
hi» excellency, what was the real intent, of the 
commission ? should I, by receiving'it, subject my^^ 
self to the authority of the government? He said 
no, his majesty very well knew, I could not be 
subject to- the Burmhan laws, but that while I 
lyfficiated in his dominipns, I must act undpr his 
commissicm. I then asked, su|)poeing I agreed to 
receiving ike commission, on the above terms, 
what was next to be done? He said I must. go to 
the looto, (where a place would be appointed for 
me ; but could not, or would not, specify the 
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exact situation.) I was there to receive the oom- 
miseibii, and then go to one of the pagodas in the 
fort, where I was to take .the oath of fidelity to 
his majesty, according to the Burmhan form, and 
then return, and immediately afterwards proceed 
to Rangoon. He exerted all his power of rhetoric, 
to conyince me of the necessity for takmg this 
oath, and to reconcile me to it, in particular, he 
repeatedly urged, that the Burmhans would always 
suspect my having sinister designs against their 
country, unless I took it. I must confess this case 
of the oath puzzled me extremely. On the one 
hand, I knew of no precedent in point, or the extent 
to which they might apply it, or how to reconcik 
it with my allegiance to my own sovereign, and 
duty to my employers ; on the other, I saw the 
mayhoon had success in this point so mudi at 
heart, that I wished on every account to oblige him; 
and at the same time, was fully aware of the ne- 
cessity of eradicating the jealous prejudices of the 
court against us, by every testimonial of good fidtb. 
I, therefore, determined to use this comession, as 
a means of obtiuuing the concessions I wanted 
from-them : and as I can have no motive hereia,'faut 
the advancement of the interests of my oouatiyi 
I trust diisr deviation will stand eaccasedk It (Would 
hkre been no difficult matter to have codSouMfed, 
If^hotconviiicetl, iviy opponent: ;i>bBtia6 L was. not 
ai^iiiri^ 'for victory/ but merclyvt* lotve^tlie JuatiBr 
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doubtful, and make my concession of the more 
value, I pushed it no further than necessary. 
Our discussion was carried on with perfect good 
temper ; he seemed peifectly willing to be pleased, 
and effect his purpose by persuasion ; and I exerted 
my best endeayours to preserve his good opinion. 
About eleven tea was served, and as I had indulged 
him with a full. hearing at the commencement, I 
now requested a patient hearing on his part, which 
very much to his credit, he gave me, without any 
unnecessary interruption. I recapitulated every 
-thing that had occurred during his absence, op- 
posed the .conduct of the English court to that of 
the Burmhan, and made him feel for the honour 
of his ^country. Th<e result of all ivas, his request* 
ing me to draw up the points I wished to have 
conceded to me in short letters, with a Burmhan 
translation, paragraph by paragraph, in the oppo- 
site column. About half-past twelve I took my 
leave. of him; and in justice to him I must say, 
his conduct throughout reflects the highest credit 
on him, and places him far aboye any of his con* 
trymen that I have seen, as a man of sense, poUte- 
ness, and humanity. I have curtailed much of 
what passed, as it would only be a repetition qf 
what has been so frequently stated in this journal. 
At my request the mayhoon sent one of his private 
iMeretaries to write the Burmhan translationi and 
immedhately that I ;gotbome I drew up a letter a$r. 
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cording to hisdesipe^aad had ittianslated and oo- 
jned fidr/ready to he sent to*morn>wmoxnibg. lliiis 
is the anniyeiBary of myJeaying Calcutta, and a 
iwetty 'twdve months' employmeat I ImvQ had of 
it At nig^ the inhabitants began to- hoist lights 
on long bamboos, erected before their houses, 
pf^iaiatory to the eelebraiiem of the caadle«feast 
' September .16. In the moraii^I sent Mr. Keys 
to. the tnayhoon's with the* letter I had [irepaied 
yesterday. He read it over tluce with great aMenp 
timi, shook his head, and.said, notwithstanding all 
^ pains he had taken yesteiday, the letter con- 
tained precisely, my former sentiments, only 0x7 
|u*essed in fewer words. . I : had instructed Mc 
iLeys' to explain or enforce particular points as 
opporUinity might otfsr, but his excellency was 
so mach id)sorbed in thought and apparently ^^9- 
app0intdd that he hranily listened to any thing he 
Haid, or smiled the whole time. After a short 
dtay, Mr. Keys retured, ^t being hb excell^usy's 
breakfast hour. 

- September 17; About two ip.M., I received a let- 
ter from the mayhoon, in.which he acknowledges 
the receipt of mine. Complains that the artifiies 
in it ate too long for present consideration, and ad^* 
yisesmeto go to tlielooto, receive tiie commiltoioii 
whidi his majesty has been graciously pleased to 
grant me, take the datiii of allegiance, and go to 
Rangoon ; adding, ^that when I had remained 
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there for some tune, I might return to Amara- 
poorah, when hb majiesty Would take inio his 
royal considemtion any further request I might 
have to laake. To this I answered in polite and 
YkiiM terms, that I '.lamented it was not in my 
pow^r to comply with hisi ^cfxcellency's request, 
knd theref^yre had only' to beg of him, to obtain 
"his majesty '« permission for my proceeding to 
Hangoon, and to quit his dominions. I under- 
stand that the mayhoon has been consulting with 
the Enga Tekaing all day ; and suppose thii^ letter 
IS merely an e^tt of his own to gain time, or 
Bhift the burden from his 6wn mind ; which I 
am sure must be to him a^vevy perplexing one, as 
by this time I have pretty Well convinced him of 
the impolicy of the Btermhaii court ; and made 
liim feel for th^ii' shameful conduot towards me : 
bt the same' time the iodpraxsCieability of bis coui^ 
Fryman's teitiper is sudh as to make him despair 
of working a change for- tke better; Great allow- 
ances are to be made for thede* people^ and no 
one can be more willing or ready than I am to 
make them ;>bttt experience has taught me, that to 
recede in'the (east, would only tend to provoke them 
to further acts of audacity, i beliem it -may be 
laid down as.a'general maxim in our commerce 
with mankind, that he who attempts to rule or 
persuade by the milder virtue* alone, will expe- 
rience little else than digappointment and mor- 
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tllicati6n ; but where aiithoritjr and fimmesg are 
added thereto^ opposition will be less frequent, 
because it must be less successful. Let me ex- 
tend these reflections a little further : love and 
fear are said to be the strongest passions ttat 
influence the huinan mind: Some politicians, 
Machiavelli in particular, ascribe the greatest 
power to the latter; but in truth, when uncom- 
bined they are both transient and uncertain ; when 
united, permanent : for we love nothing so much 
ad that which we fear to lose ; nor truly fear any 
thing, but what we at the same time revere and 
esteem ; or in other words, fear is the best sti- 
mulative to love, and love or reverence the best 
support of fear. What is true of the individual, 
holds equally in regard to the species or any por- 
tion of it No treaty or compact therefore, can 
be permanent which has not these principles united 
for its basis. I confess myself but a novice in 
•the diplomatic art, immersed unexpectedly in the 
ocean of intrigue, without light or guide, but 
what I can . derive from the glimmerings of my 
own reflection and judgment, being unhappily 
debarred communication with diose from whose 
better judgment I could receive instruction and 
advice; if, therefore, I am unhappily betrayed 
into error, I humbly trust my employers will 
judge me with tenderness and foigive the fiuilt, 
for the sake of the intention, which has been« at 
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every risk' to advsnoe their particular interests, 
and promote the general good. 

SejOember 17. Early in the morning the may- 
hoon's wife, sent for my interpreter to request a 
favour on behalf of my boi^men, and informed him 
that the mayhoon was unwell. Sometime after 
Mr. Reeves, an English trader here, called on me 
to inform me of an outrage committed on his per- 
son, by a man belonging to the mayhoon: in the 
morning three peons came to his house and ordered 
him to go with them immediately to the mayhoon 's 
house to answer to a complaint made against him ; 
and were so imperious in enforcing the summons, as 
not to permit him to shift himself or wait for his in- 
terpreter, who happened to be absent at the time : 
they hurried him in the most insolent manner to 
tiie mayhoon's house, where he found two com- 
mon writers belonging to the mayhoon's court, 
sitting in the place of justice, who demanded of 
him 300 ticals for chokee duties coming up the 
river. A native Mahomedan in his employ, who 
served as interpreter, informing him that these 
men had no. authority to send for him : and know- 
ing that the demand was illegal, he, therefore, 
objected to being tried by them; in consequence 
they ordered him to be confined in a dungeon in 
the mayhoon*s horse-stable : but the Mahomedan 
merchant, and Mr. Key's interpreter, happening 
to be present, offered themselves as his securities. 
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and tie was permitted to return ta hid bouse, but 
Mr. Keys's servant was actually Goofined* Const* 
dering this outrage on Mr. Reeves^ as a tnal on 
my feelings, and kiH>wing that the demand itaelC 
and mode of procedure was altogedier irregular 
and indefensible, Itiierefore, deteianmed to oon- 
vinoe them I would, not tamely permit such a vio- 
lation of the privileges of an English subject In 
consequence, I directed Mr. Reeves to return inh 
mediately to the mayhoon's, and b^ surrendering 
himself release his securities ; and seirt with hiai 
my interpreter, to demand to know by whose au- 
thority, and on what account tiiese self^^eated 
juc^es had presumed to act; and, incase they 
imisted on detaining Mr. Reeves^ or that the may'- 
hoon sanctioned it, to pledge my word for his 
answering any legal demand against him, that so 
he might return to bis house. When they arrived 
Ihe second time at Uie jnayboon^is, they found 
Baba Sheim, and the two Rangoon nhakans oc- 
cupying the place of his former judges; to these, 
according to my instructions, he i^urrendered him- 
self, and had his securities t^leased. Mr. Row*- 
land then delivered my message, and after the 
court had made some trifling inquiries^ respecting 
the business, they told Mr. Reeves he might ga 
Mr. Reeves then ask^d if no satisfaction was to 
be obtained for the indignity that he had suffered; 
and was told, that on applicatkin to the mayhoon, 
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he might probably obtain rediess. They ievidetitly 
wished to stifle the business, finding it likely to 
turn Mt so little to their advantage ; but I mean 
to avail myself of the q)portunity, to make it the 
subject of a serious memorial ; in the hopesof 
checking for the future, such abuses of authority. 

Sej^ember 20.^ I sent my interpreters to the 
mayhoon's to know when it would be agreeaUe 
to him to receive Mr. Keys with my letter. re« 
SpectingMr Reeves ; he returned for answer, that 
he was still unwell, and it being their Sunday 
also, he requested I would defer sending * it till 
to-morPDW morning; at the same <jme, he vi- 
quested I would do him the favour toprocoie a 
wateh for him, which I did, and sent it irame-> 
diately. • . 

SejMemder 31. About ten a.m., I sent Mr. Keys 
to the mew-whoon attended by Mr. Reeves, ^.^ 
with a strong remonstrance on the subject of the 
indignities oflfered Mr. Reeves by his senmitSj 
He received Mr. Keys politely, and listened A%f 
tentiveVy to the interpretation of my letter. He 
then Assured Mr. Keys, that he was entirely ig? 
norant till then of the tmnsaction, and, that h^ 
would, agreeably to my request, severely punish 
the <y(fender8, and, in future, acquaint me in tbd 
first in^tance^ of any complaints thai miglit b0 
made against thp Ei^lish sdb|ect8;.thftnidireeting 
himself particularly to Mr. Reeves, said, should 
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any peons in future, have the impertinence to 
come to summon you in the same manner, you 
have my permission to chastise them. But, how- 
ever grave and attentive himself, it was evident 
his attendants made light of it ; talking and laugh- 
ing in ridicule ; which Mr. Keys observing, re- 
presented the indecency of such conduct to his 
excellency. He immediately checked them, say- 
mgy although I allow of such freedoms among 
ouffseWes, I forbid it before strangers ; otherwise 
they will think contemptibly of us. Thus finished 
thb farce, in which, it must be confessed, he 
played his part with decency enough; and^ al- 
though he should not punish the men, as indeed I 
do not expect he will ; yet it may tend to prevent 
like attempts in future. I find that some of the 
wntiments contained in my letters invariably 
remain with them, for in their correspondence and 
ooBversation I frequently meet with a sentiment or 
phnse of my own, urged with an air of sagacity, 
which ignorance is apt to assume, when it gives 
itself credit for an original thought. But the 
Burmhans are not the only peojrfe in whose minds 
you must infuse ideas, before you can hope for rea- 
sonable actions ; it is the case with most conceited 
half-witted people. In my own . experience, I 
have met with many a dolt in power, who would 
oppose the most advantageous proposition directly 
oi^red; but introduce the idea into his mind. 
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and, at a convenient opportunity afterwards, afford 
hini an occasion of sporting it as his own ; and he 
will not only meet your wishes, but be obliged 
to you for coinciding in opinion with him. Arts 
of this kind, when intended for the good of so^ 
ciety, are pardonable ; but, when employed tdt 
sinister purposes, deserve our utmost cdnftenipt 
iand detestation. ^ . . /- 

September 22. In the morning Mr. Keys attended 
the enga^s whoon, the present generalisisimb; "by 
appointment to visit the Bnrmhan camp, sitlifl(t£li^ 
on a pleasant plain about three miles e.k.s. ftbiif 
the fort. He found the men hutied in an irr^gulal^ 
maaher, and scattered over the pliiin. As he idltf 
notice them drawn up, he could tibt jiidge of 
their arms or numbers, but he saw several mus- 
kets among them/spears, shields, and swords ; kn& 
guesses, that they do not exceed 10,000 men, the 
general said 20,000, but you deal liberally with 
a Burmhan when you give him credit for one half 
of what he says.. Attached to this camp heaSsd 
saw a bazar, very well stored with provisions; 
and various articles of trafiic for the supply of ihe 
recruits ; this, he was told, was to atteild theiq 
on their expedition. The general pointed out the 
route they were to take to Jamai, over the eastern 
range of mountains ; and when asked how they 
triEmsqported their artilleiy over them,* he said,Hhff 
pieces they took' on such fexpedltions 'were vety 
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\ig\ft, carrying a half-pound or pound ball at the 
most He was very attentiye to Mr. Keys^ and 
regretti^d tlmt he could not take hita into ^ 
Yongdho as he had his boots on, and no one was 
pennitted to enter any of his majesty*s courts, 
with t^r feet covered. The yongdho, vulgarly 
called rondye or rhon^, is a tribunal, and lU^rally 
means, in the Burmhan language, the place oi 
truth ; the one erected in camp is for the trial of 
military offences, to examine the musters of the 
levies, and receive petitions from those who wish 
to eommute their per^nal service by a fine. Thew 
fines ar^ ope of the soun^es of Burmhaa revenue; 
and to afford a pretence for raising them, is in 
geneial one of the causes for the annual ei^^ed^ 
tions his majesty sets pn foot. Thus does the 
avaripe and Aiistaken policy of the despo4 lead 
him to the most pernicious means 6£ swellii^ his 
coffers* 

September 28. I punished a sepoy with fifty 
lashes for permitting a. pri80ner. to escape ; diis 
being tiie third offence, iBusperted coUusioB, and 
therefore thought it. necessary to make an erxaa^ 
pie ; indecKl J have had reason to be dissatisfied 
with the faavildar, naick, and most of the fd^ 
vates; l^y.are a set of unprindpLed follows^ 
and very unfit to be stationed here. A native 
having throwa stDnes at one of my guard, I had 
him aj^cehended, and sent to the* en§[aV3 whooni 
who has punished him. 
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September 24f.' Sereral of the native^ liaying 
lately thmwn stonesr into my remndah at night, 
and at my people whea at the front door, I sent 
to the mayhoon, to request he wduld station two 
peons at my house to protect my people from in- 
sults ; he excused himself by saying, his people 
were, strangers, and had no regular authority here ; 
he therefore recommended my applying to the 
enga's whoon, who sent me t^o m^n nt night. 
The mayhoon told my inte^retei' that he had 
not been ^ble as yet td speak to his Aajei^ty on 
my busine^, and indeed kne# not how to act, 
as he was afraid of censure from both sides. 

September 86. In the morning I sent Mr. Keys 
to refreshe'n the mayboon's memory, and to re- 
quest to know if he had procured permission 
for my departure. At first he sent out from an 
inner room to know what Mr. K. wanted ; but on 
his receiving for answer that he wished to speak 
with him, he came otit and received him with 
much sullen stiite ; he gradually, however, relieuced 
Sato good humour, and in reply tb Mr. K.'s ({uerieS) 
and he had not as yet been able ib speak to bis 
majesty, that he could not go to him as we did to 
our king, bat must watch an opportunity of his 
being in a good humour : that he would consult 
with the wboonghees, and endeavour to bring on 
my busia€»s belbre the festival, but could not 
answer ibr the result ; he, tfierefore, requested I 
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would haye patience for a few da)rs longer, said 
he had already obtained penntwion for his own 
return to Rangoon, and hoped we should all go 
down happily together. His excellency (as wdl 
as most of the royal fiunily) is an alchymist, and 
bad sent to me for some quicksilver ; I sen ihim a 
little by Mr. Keys, and desired him to say, that 
an attentidn to my memorials and commercial re^ 
gulations, would prove the surest road to the atr 
tainm^t of the philosbpher's stone: it was by 
auch means that we transmuted the produce of 
industry into the precious metals, . and that all 
other attempts must for ever prove illusive. His 
excellency listening with great good humour, 
Mr. Keys interspersed his remarks with little hits 
that were productive of general mirth. His. ex- 
cellency produced a mixture of drugs, which he 
had been preparing, which was to make people 
invulnerable; and when perfected, a little held 
in the hand, would make a person's countenance 
resplendent with glory, and enable him to fly: 
and, in spite of all Mr. Keys's arguments, persisted 
in believing that (he transmutation of metds was 
known in Europe. Mr. Keys told him, .that he 
hoped his excellency would let him into jthe secret 
when he had acquired it; which produced another 
general laugh, and his excellency was so much 
pleasied that he. told him, that in. case I left the 
Muntry, if he. would stay with them, he:wouM 
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do every thing in his power to make the BurmhttI 
dominione agreeable to him : detailing many sen- 
sual temptations which make the sum of a Burm- 
han^s happiness. Previous to his going to the 
mew whoon, Mr. Keys had called on the enga's 
Whoon, and had been equally successfiil in con- 
ciliating hb good will ; he gave him some vul- 
nerary balsam, salves, and lint, and shewed him 
how to use them ; and pleased the old man so 
toiuch that he made him promise to pass the next 
Burmhan Sunday at his house, as he should then 
be ^t leisure to hear him all day. The Burmhan 
fitunday, or day dedicated to rest and prayer, falls 
On the days of new and full moon, and the days 
of the moon's quartering, so that there are four 
in each lunar month. 

* September as. In the morning, according to ap- 
pointment, Mr. Keys waited on the enga's whoon, 
who received him with particular attention, seated 
him on a couch-bed beside him, and had prepared 
a collation for him. Baha Shein Atto whoon of 
Hunzawuddy, and some other persons of middling 
rank were present, and seated on carpets on the 
floor: the conversation first turned on alch3rmy, 
Che enga's whoon said, that many Burmhans had 
ruined themselves by such pursuits without being 
a sufficient warning to others, as they still re- 
mained impressed with a belief, that if they could 
find a certain root they should succeed ; but this 
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i!oot WW not to be ifnmd, aac) many Uves had 
been lost in soarphing tqfr iU Niebuhr, I thinks 
mention^ a similar opiffiop prev^ling in Arabia^ 
where he met with son^ ^japrable adepts, who 
described a plant that gipws on jAie mountaiq^ of 
Yemen, and tinges the teeth of animals feeding 
on }t yellow, as a speci/es qf the plant, the deside* 
ratum of alchymist^ : and, I apinrehend, the mor 
dem r«ge far alchymy amongst the Bonnhans has 
been introduced by the Mahomedaqs itinerant or 
settled amongst them, who have also impressed 
them, with a belief of the sovereign ^cacy of 
confections, of rubies, the precions metak, and 
others, the farrago of nostnuns which have so long 
been a fruitfiil source of profit to the empirics ^ 
the western world. I do not by Ibis m^an to 
ascribe to the ArabiAPS the inveoti<m of these 
follies, but the renewal of them ; as we hn^ve in- 
dubitable proofe of their bavii^ been practised 
in the east from the earliest p^ods of time, and 
the Burmhan^ thews^^lves boast qf imciient books 
amongst them which treat qf thf scieqce of tfupf^ 
mutations. Aa » proof of \\i\8 Mser(jon, it vfuy 
bp sufficient to quotp the 8hw<^ 4^bu^, 
translated by Mr. I{a)hefl in his preface to the 
Co<fc, or Digc$t, of Htnrfpo Lawf :— 

'' Prom the insatiable desire of riches I have 
digged beneath the efMrth, I have sought by che- 
mistry to transmute the metals of the mopntuns. . 
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^"^ I have trayersed the qiieen txf the oceans, I 
have toiled incessant for the gratific^ion of mo- 
naitfas. 

'' I have Tenounced th^ world,, to give up my 
idiole heart to the study 0f inbanlatians ; I have 
pass^ whole nigbis on phiees where Ihe dead 
aiB burnt 

''I hate not gained one cowry ;— Begone, O 
avarice I thy business is oveh" 

I mean to get these stansas translated for the 
tienefit of my Burmhaki friends. But, to return to 
the enga's whoon, he said, '' For his part, he put 
no &ith in these pursuits ;" which afforded 
Mr. Keys an opportunity of paying a compliment 
to his good sense, atid added to his good humour. 
The cdnvematioi} then turned on my affiiirs: he 
listened Very attentively to all Mr. Keys urged, 
^and with apparent conviction, as he said, titiat had 
he been as fully informed beforci my buisiness 
would have long since been settled, and [hedged 
himself not only to mediate bet^e^n me and the 
Enga Tekaitig, but desired Mr. Key^ to tell the 
mew whoon from him, that he would introduce 
the subject of my memorials before his majesty,, 
if he would second him. On the ^hole be was 
highly pleased, and seem^d^ to enter heartily inU» 
my interests, and as a mark of his esteem^ pre- 
aeiHed Mr. Keyis wiUt a ^uby ring; and qhgi^d 
him to go out to camp the next day. In the 
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:eveBin;, I sent my inteipiieter to tell the mew 
wlioon that Mr. Keys would wait on him next 
day to commmiicate the enga's whoon*s message ; 
iie returned for answer, that it was well, he might 
come. . I. received a message from a first cousin 
of the Enga Tekaing's, who is steward to his 
mother, the second queen, requesting to know if 
it would be agreeable for me to see him. 

September 29. In the morning Mr. Keys went to 
the mew whoon's, was told he was at l^eakfast ; 
haying waited a quarter of an hour without any 
notice being taken of him, he said he would call 
again on his return from camp. At the camp the 
enga's. whoon received him in the yongdho, or 
military tribunal, and entertained him with tea. 
There was one of the woondocks present, who 
renewed the subject of alchymy, and strove very 
hard to convert Mr. Keys. He said he would 
send him some of the root, and written directions 
how to use it, to transmute base metal into silver. 
Mr. Keys said, he had no doubt of his abilities, 
but fearful of his own want of capacity to benefit 
by his instructions, would be obliged to him to 
save him the trouble of the experiment, and send 
the silver ready made, which occasioned agenerd 
laugh, for the least thing excites the nnrth of this 
light people. Among other things the woondodc 
averted, that the Enga Tekaing had made silver 
by o|>eni0g the muscular part of a man's th%h. 
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enclosing base metal in it and then roasting 
it by a slow fire. On Mr. Keys remarking the 
improbability of any man's snflfering such an 
experiment, he was told that the man was dead 
on whom it was tried. This relation which 
the enga's whoon tacitly confirmed, tends to 
corroborate the accounts I have received of the 
diabolical practices, which the avarice, supersti- 
tion, and infiituation of this people lead them to. 
While at the yongdho, the mhee whoonghee came 
in, but took no notice of him. Mr. Keys went 
with a view of seeing their mode of transacting 
business ; but it appears thpy were unwilling to 
permit him to stay, as they repeatedly hinted the 
necessity for his withdrawing. He, therefore, took 
his leave, and called at the mew whoon's on his 
way back, but was denied admittance, under pre- 
tence of the mew whoon's sister being very ill, and 
himself indisposed. I received a visit from a Mus- 
sulman, partner and peraee assistant to Bomhaja, 
a Bombay persee merchant, who has long resided 
bi Rangoon, but sails his ships under the English 
flag and pass. They brought a letter from him, 
specifying the injuries the trade of Rangoon has 
sustained firom the monopoly of Bhodhun, and 
claiming protection as a British subject, ^c. They 
complained of the heavy exactions of the chpke- 
dars coming up the river, in contradiction to the 
ligreement settled by Cajptain Symes. They say. 
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they paid U[mrard9 of 400 ticals flowered silver 
on each boat, exclusive of the delays which have 
protracted their voyage up to three months. 

September SO. In the morning the Enga Te- 
kaing's cousin, who had twice before sent to me 
for permission, waited on me; he had a large 
retinue with him, and seemed disposed to behave 
very consequentially. I received him with four 
of his particular attendants in an inner apartment 
with reserved politeness: I soon found that his 
errand was to bring about an accommodation by a 
|>retended mediation of the second (jueen, in my 
favour, which was to, be purdiased by a handsome 
present and humiliation on my part. I did not fiadl 
to avail myself of the opportunity to convince them, 
that they were perfectly mistaken in their politics ; 
and that, however well disposed I might be to 
conciliate the interest of the royal fiunily, and 
make suitable retumd for their &vour, they must 
not expect, that I would beg as a favour what I 
had demanded as a light; or that I would recede 
- one iota from the resolutions I had communicated 
to the mew whoon. The gentleman gradually 
relaxed in his manners, made great professions <^( 
friendship, promised to inform me of the result 
of his endeavours, and took his leave aftOr a stay 
of an hour and a half. When he went away I 
gave him a small present. 
October I. In the morning, the Enga's cousin 
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seot for my iatmpf^per, w\^ booq rettfini^, mifl 
a J^ahonpy&diM) serraot of I^a witb himi wb^ stjated 
for i9y iMM^ptatio0, the alteroatiye of the foUow* 
kig i»ppo8|tiw8. Fidt, whethar I m)ul4 inM^ber 
choose that the Bnga Tekaing ^houlii h»Qg fi>nlrwd 
the buAiBaws pf my ineoioiiaAs befori^ his migeaty, 
III tiuU; mse the Eiigp» Tdmiag would fiifst i^^od for 
the .mew whoon and make hhn read oyeir the me* 
mortals before him* and deteimiae oik what on^ 
to remaan in them, or he €a:iraBged ; he would 
then speak to his majesty, who would. order them 
to be presented by &b proper officers, and finally 
determine, upon them. 

. Seoondly. If the second queen interfered in 
the business. His majesty then would order the 
mhee wfaoonghee tQ present the memonals. 

To choose a party was certainly embarrassing ; I 
however for many reasons, (too long to be detailed 
hem,) thought it &r pisefemble to . pay a complt^* 
ment, which the opportunity so well affiirded me, to 
the Bnga Tekaing, by choosing him as a patron ; 
and I haXre reason to beliere the original pUmnen 
•f this negotiation would have beenmudi didsp^ 
pointed if I had made any other choice. I 
howcTor, desired the mew whoon at the same 
Ume to say, that I should always consider myself 
much obliged to the (|ueen for any attention she 
might be pleased to shew me, and should endea- 
Tour to make a return for her kindness. 

Oetob^2. I have not received the smallest 
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ioiessage fiN>m the mew whoon these three days, 
tie is as mu6h inclined to assume importance as 
the rest; but every advance in future, must ebme 
fix>m him, for I have fulfilled all, and more than 
ought to have been, expected fiom me. 
• . Ocipber 3. In the morning the mew-whoon sent 
the mew sheree and two of his peoi» to me, with 
his comi^iments and inquiring after my health, 
Sfc, and to request I would inquire into the com- 
plaint of .a woraaii who accompanied them against 
Mr.^Reeres. I acooidingly entered on the inquiry, 
but was obliged to poa^one a decision till to-nior* 
row, as Mr. Reeves required time to produce hJs 
Witnesses. I embarked some more of my baggage, 
M I propose embarking myself to-morrow or nest 
day ; the house I am in being insufferably damp, 
aoid the stench of the neighbourhood so abcnni- 
nable that I attribute the continuance of my ill 
health to the^ united influence ; besides it may 
have the effect of accelerating the determinatioa 
^ government. For these seven or eight nights 
past, we have been regularly attended by music 
aod dancers, these festivals beinjg the season of 
their harvest ; and as. it is customary for all persons 
of rank: to employ them for the gratification of the 
iaiob, I therefore have thought proper to follow 
the fashion for the sake of popularity. 
-:• Oetobier 4. In the morning I finished the inquiry 
into the complaiiit against Mr. Reeves^ and found 
it frivolous and vexatious, i sent my report on 
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the 6ubjeC(t, with an explanatory mesdage at th« 
same time, to the mewwhoon, Ihanking him 
for his polite attention, but informing him, that 
he had exceeded my wishes, as it was never my 
intention to interfere in adminbtering justice, but 
merely wished to prevent British subjects being 
insulted by the common peons, or imprisoned for 
trifling trespasses. He appeared pleased vrith m^ 
decision and communication. 

As I saw no probability of any change in the 
sentiments of government, as the English traders 
had been repeatedly insulted, and robbed with« 
out a possibility of procuring redress, and I had 
no prospect of selling their goods, I therefore 
judged . it expedient that they should proceed 
down the river under my protection ; aud having 
first consulted with them, and finding Iheir wishes 
correspond with my opinion, I gave them, (Mr« 
Reeves and Mr. Lane) written directions to apply 
to the mew whoon for a peimit to leave Amanir^ 
poorah, and to hold themselves in readiness to 
proceed with me down Ae river the 7th instant. 
In consequence, they waited on the miew whoon at 
five p. H., and requested the permit according to 
my directions. He appeared a good deal surprised, 
and paused for about ten minutes; when he said, 
I wonder the Resident will not wait a few days 
for me, when we might all go down comfort- 
ably^ together. . However call to-morrow, and I 
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will send to the kiota for an order for you: bat 
says he, have you a written order from the Resir 
dent to leare Amarapoorcih ? Being wswered . in 
the affiroiatiTe, he turmdd to his people and said, 
¥ou see what a ready obedience these Ekuropeans 
pay to the orde^ of tbtir superiors ; amongst us 
(hete would be« thousand delays and excuses* 
In order to interest him in their &vour, I had 
directed each of th^n to carry kirn a present, 
which he readily received. I had also ordered 
Mr. Lane, to represent to him the shameful pliin^ 
der of his property y:by the boat people. He how- 
ever desired to. bo excused for that day, as he 
wanted to go to dinner, and direc^d him to cM 
tigain next morning. In the course of this day 
Mr. Burnett, Mr. Reevest, my interpreter, and 
others of my servants, were inmilted by abunlve 
hmguiige, and pelted with stones, in the fort, and 
in the suburbs. These unuhs generally are expe- 
rienced fiom the servants, and dependants of the 
royal fionily, S^., and are undoubtedly caused by 
the sentiments tiiey hear their masters eaqiress ; 
so that tkey bive served as a kind of gaugeof court 
opinionsw The native inhabitants themselves, are 
0f a more friendly disjMisitk»n. I emtMurieed more 
of my baggage. Had an excdlentobservatioa -of 
an eclipse of Jupiter'is first satellite. Long. 93^ 
afl' 46" East. 

Octeber 5. In the morning. Mr. Reeves and Mr^ 
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Lane, waited on the mew-whoon, but they were 
not permitted to approach where he wad seated! 
He asked their business from a distance; and when 
they had repeated it, h6 ordered his peons to 
go to the looto for an order for their departure, 
and others to bring the mangies complained of by 
Mr. Lane before him, and would not attend to 
any thing further. The Peons immediately, in- 
structed, as I suppose, as they spoke within his 
hearing, demanded twenty ticals each to go to 
<he looto for a chokey order, and added, that 
the looto officers would require 200 more. For 
bringing the mangies before the viceroy, they 
demanded 50 ticals, and refused to proceed until 
they had receiyed the money. As these demands 
were altogether unwarrantable, they thought pro-' 
per to consultme before they complied. It was easy 
to perceive that all this was a mockery ; I there- 
fore desired them to give themselves no further 
trouble in the business, but proceed with the em- 
barkation of their effects with all expedition, and 
leave the rest to me. I sent my interpreter to the 
engai's whoon with some biscuit I had had made 
for him, and to hear what he had to say on the 
present state of my affitirs. He desired his com- 
pliments might be offered me, and said he should 
never eat a biscuit but he should think of me, but 
he was sorry it was not in his power to render me 
any service ; that the mew whoon would not exert 
himself as he had expectedl That the other day. 
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when he had intended to speak to the king, he 
did not come to court, until he was obliged to go 
to camp: so that the mew whoon, and mhee 
whoonghee had spoiled my business. There was 
a very fayourable opportunity to speak the other 
day, when his majesty asked, what kept the Resi- 
dent here so long? The mew whoon replied,. he 
wishes to go away. If he wants to go, let him go 
by all means ; what hinders him ? The mew- whoon 
said no more, and your master may now go as 
soon as he pleases. The mew whoon had told a 
tale of the same burthen to my interpreter yester- 
day, and said, he would send for him as to-day, 
to talk with him ; but he did not. . I was busily 
employed throughout the day in embarking my 
baggage, and preparing my boat : and at fiye p.m. 
left my dismal habitation at Amarapoorah, which 
God forbid I should ever enter again, or have 
such another Augean task to encounter. On leay- 
ing the house I gave away a few rupees amongst 
the assembled crowd, who were silent, and re- 
spectful. If I have left no friends, I have deserved 
no enemies, having strove to the utmost of my 
power, to conciliate the good will of even the 
meanest individual. I slept on board my boat; 
Mr. Keys and Mr. Burnett slept on shore^ as the 
whole of their baggage was not embarked. 

October 6. In die evening I sent Mr, Moncour- 
tuse and my private interpreter to the mew. whoon» 
to request of him to procure me a diokey order 
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fipom the loQto, so that I laay not meet with aiiy 
insult or intarraption on my way dowh the river. 
.He returned his compliments, and said he would 
endeavour to procure a proper order for me; but 
entreated of me, as a particular favour, that I 
would wait at Cheghain.or Ava, five or six days 
for him, as he would leave Amarapoorah at that 
time, and wished to accompany me down the 
river,, fearful that some accident might happen to 
me ; and requested I would send him my answer 
to-morrow morning ; it was the last favour he had 
to beg, and hoped I would grant it to him. 

October 7. As the mew whoon's request of yes- 
terday was friendly and. reasonable, I felt no dif- 
ficulty in detemining to comply with it; at the 
same time, as his conduct therein seemed to pro- 
mise a desire to conciliate me, I determined to 
avail myself of this gleam of /civility, to try the 
effi^ct of persuasion once more on this perversa 
people ; lor, however mortified I may have beea 
by their conduct, I have ever held myself in duty 
bound to sacrifice my private feelings to the public 
good ; I, therefore, addresed a conciliatpry letter 
to the mew whoon, entreated a re-consideration of 
the subject^f my mission ; acquiescing in his. re^ 
quests and proposing an interview between him 
and Mr. Keys. This I sent by Mr. Moncourtuse 
and Mr. Rowlimd, early in the morning to hi^ 
house, but he was already gone to the pitlaee^ 
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this being Uie day when all the tributary prinoes 
and nobles of the Bumhan empire pay homage to 
his migesty. At four p.m. I sent Mr. Rowland 
alone, Mr. Moneouituse having thought proper to 
sham siokness: the mew whoon received hhn vefy 
giaeiously^ made him ait close to him, and listened 
very attentively to my letter, whieh pleased him 
very mudi. He said, he was p^fi»ctly senMbie 
of the truth of what I uiged, but that the ministeis 
in general were 90 moeh against fomung a eon* 
nexion with the English, and he had so many 
enemies who were envious of his favour with his 
majesty, that he was actually afmid to espouse 
my interests (as he wished,) least it should be in- 
sinuated that he had formed designs inimicid to 
the interests of his sovereign. He added, how- 
ever, that he should be happy to see Mi. Keys 
to-morrow, and would send persons to oonduet 
him to his hoiise, so soon as he should retuni 
litom the palace in the evening ; and promiscNl to 
ose his best endeavours to get my chokey order 
from the looto In the course of to«morrow« 

October 8. In the morning a Mahomedan, who 
attended the Enga Tekatng*s cousin at my house, 
came to inform me from the enga*s whoon, Aat 
the [Minee would see me to-morrow oh my own 
terms. I returned for answer that I would send 
a person to the enga*s whoon to iaqpiile' into par* 
tictilam. A^ three p.m. the mew whoon nest 
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people tdbwa to my boat to conduct Mr. Keys to> 
his hoaM« I bmd pfepwed a letter for the oo 
casion with which Mr. Key9 immediately went 
He was receired with tolerable decency, aiid the 
mew whooa fiatieiitly listened te the contents of 
■ly letter, and his coaua^ots oH it. He exeosed 
his appareat want of attentioa to lay interests,* by 
stating his fears of eaaciting j£^aasy amongst h« 
eouateymen, at his hafing sinister motives for his 
eolinezion widi as; he acknowledged the perfidy 
of his countrymen in the most ^Qplicit itiatmer^ 
averring that th^ie was no faith to be put in their 
words. He added, that he was perfectly awate 
of the British, power^ but dared not avow his toem 
Mrineiits^ as it might endanger his life. He hnew 
they had powerful fleets and armies, discipliaed^ 
and leady for action at a tMBmsA'a warning ; akid 
that Iva mi^ty conU not raise 5,000 men With- 
out gffeat delajT And trouble ; and when latsed* 
and asms giyen Aem^. tbey knew not how to use 
AeBi> the greatest purt^ peffaafis, not having seen 
a ttwkst in their Irvei^. What made this langjuage 
the more tatraofdiaary was, hia uaing it before a 
^f0at was^ Burmhaa tuiditors ; finaUy, however^ 
he soloottnly pfomised Mn Keys that he would 
cofamuBicate ny aenH&ments to his majesty^ and 
g^B mo a fiitfil gnawer in two daya When Mr. 
Keyo iafliaMd him oC the message I had leceived 

ftpom tbo onga'o whooo^ ho wasv or pretended to 

tot 
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be surprised at it, and declared it was impossible 
it shoiild be* true. From the mew whoon, Mr. 
Keys went to the enga's whoon, whom he found at 
the prince's jrongdho. When he went in, die 
old gentleman asked him somewhat abruptly, 
*f What occasioned his coming there ?" to whidi 
he- replied, it was in consequence of his sendii^ 
for him: " Oh ay," said he, ** it is very true, 
the prince wishes to see the Resident before he 
goes/' *' But how is the business to be managed;** 
ashed Mr. Keys, ** you remember Captain Cox's 
terms?" ** Yes, yes," said the whoon, "we will 
manage that, you must say nothing further about 
it; Captain Cox may act as he thinks fit, and no 
notice will be taken of his shoes ; hie might have 
done so before had it not been for the ofBciousness 
of his former mainagers." ' He t6en said he would 
send horses for me about three o'clock to-m^nDw 
afternoon, as the prince would then be more at 
leisure to attend to me, as he was to receive the 
visits of the royal family, chobwas, and officers of 
government in the morning. **Cbme, c6me, ge- 
netel," said Mr. Keys, " as we are going' to be 
friends, had you not better do things handsomely, 
and send elephants for Captain Cox?" After some 
demur, he said, "Very well, I will- send two ele- 
phants." Mr. Keys reminded him, that thelre^ere 
tihree of us, but he persisted itf his* resolution M 
sebd no more than two, having been influenced 
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ligainst Mr. Burnett by Moncourtuse, or some 
other incendiary. He was in high good-humour, 
and paid Mr. Keys some flattering compliments 
on hisaddress, andexacted a promise that he should 
visit him at camp before we left Amarapoorah; 
Thus ended the negotiations of this sudden 
change of manners on their part ; and, although 
the concessions were not made in the most gra- 
cious manner, I determined not to suflfer trifling 
punctilios on my part to check their advances 
towards a reconciliation. 

October 9. In the morning I got ready- the se- 
veral presents I intended for the Enga Tekaing, 
but received a message about noon, stating that 
in consequence of tiie death of an infant child of 
the Enga Tekaing*s last night, it would be neces- 
sary to postpone my visit until his family was a 
little tranquillized. I availed myself of the delay 
to arrange my visit more agreeably to my mind 
with the enga's whoon; and pointed out the in- 
justice of his harbouring resentment against a* 
member of my family for the faithful discharge 
of his duty; far if any blame was imputable*, it 
must r^st with me, under whose orders he acted; 
in consequence he agreed to send three ele-^ 
phonts and said every thing should be arranged 
according to my wishes, and it was settled that> 
I shoold postpone^ my visit till Wednesday morn- : 
ing the eleventh ; he sent me word also that he 
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hud refffoyed ^q «»w ivboo* Iwiire tli» B«p 
T«bmgfiwbi9ii4gtoc( ef i»e; totting Imw, ttmt 

to tbe wuiiK^> mw ^9i^M{i4Mrl]» elilige^ tK^ 9hQ« 
me evev]j[ aM^ntio*; t^t (hat h#JMid^d<9»eootluii|f, 
nad bad PAwly inv^Aved bia country m daag«i, 
by awflbring me to ?rabark with m^ fiaua^ £w 
4i9aal)9^tiw. 

Cktofti^ la Thwbiiiff U HHi^ipdiKeibeBiwWh 
bai)^ Sovernmant ta tiei^t futme advaatmefa bwe 
with more respect and ciyUi1iy« I 4et«r«iiMd to 
take Mr. Ra^v^a and Mh Lane tba twoS^gtish 
tnidep i|ow b^e in D»y snitte to the Enga Tefcabif , 
and to reeonanwwi d^ap a«d all ottiw S^gliab 
•ier4bim«9) who BHfht oom^to Aaaw|Kw>rah» ta 
hia iiiajeaty'9 |W9tfctia» } I Uierelaie aent Botke 
of tbia Mbetttioo to tbe eQga.'9 wfaooot who a^ 
iwanwlof it, and ofefed te^ sand boiysea foe tbemUf 
Ifhiwld want tbem. Thia d»y I wa^tp ha^e boank 
fiom Hier Q^w wbaon agreeably to biaisaleaiii ptot 
mise ta Hr. K^y^.; but k m aot ^e fiiat time tfaaft 
I ba(v^ found bw capabte of breafcing^ jj^kmim 
aa W€ti aatba re#t of bwt cottntrymm. 

Oatofter 1). About wa o'doeb ^ dtqphaato 
with a naJtan sandcghan; and dteradog^ee, eama 
dawii tOi coniUwbiao to the Saga Takwig'a; but 
the hafnesttng Uicr bawea» and takings a Hataf ik» 
p«emnt%. detaiwed ua tiU hal£-pMii fem oHskak^ 
^ptohenwe aat ofE The laaaeiKls I had la^afvad 
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for the firince, was a phaeton, Eniope Imh^ aad 
hamesa, a one pole tent, a three-barrel hand ori- 
gan, a fowliiig^pieoe in a mahogany case, with 
tackle complete^ a dress of superfine red and Una 
doth^ a ditto of. superfine white ditto, a ditto of 
seulet ditto, one |»eee of gold and sHver wrought 
naaisook, one ditto fine ttudiii, one ditto mid* 
dling, two ditto of caehedaa, two canisteisr of 
glazed gutt*powder, <me decanter of coloured 
comfitsv one raaltiplyiog gkm, three bottles of 
otta, and essences in a glaas cup, and two goulaih 
bashes jof rose^waten About diree, we got to the 
eaga's whoon's houses which is close at the gate 
of the prince's palace. He came to the door and 
requested me to alight to give time for prepara- 
tion within; al his earnest request, and promise 
ta return, my visit, I had preriously consented to 
do tkisi When I al^hted firom my elephant he 
reoeivBd me at the bead of his staim, and con- 
ducted me to an inner i^itment, and would 
hardly permit ne to take off my shoes at die dow^ 
which howefer I persisted in doing, as I wished 
to connnce ikem that I had no objeotioo to c^n- 
ply with any reasonable prejudice: he had a 
shabby ooudii wkh carpets spread on it for hi«h 
self and me to sit on, and carpets mt the floor for 
the rsst. He appeared to me» a hal^f man of 
about aix^p ; but I am told he is sevenly-two yean^ 
of age: tke cast of his features is dMfetfM it fimi 
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that of Bumdune^ he1)Miigof Pegiie erfoaetion; 
hk countenBoce is sedate, but not impressiTe, 
rather mean than otherways; in stature he is 
about five feet seven, and of a 49pare habit. After 
the usual compliments, we conversed of the dif- 
fevent modes of warfisute praetised 4)y our^respee- 
tive . nations ; a subject he.shrewdly enov^ oil- 
served, he supposed I would best like to talk 
d^ being as well as himii^If a soMier. 

The Burmhans pique themselves on stratagem, 
aiid: he inquired whether we used stratagems in 
war? I mentioned two or three common ones, 
but added, that the art of war chiefly rested on 
staatagems in outwitting your enemy, or circum- 
venting his designs ; so that genetals of abilities 
were continually inventing new ones, or prno- 
tising old ones in a new manner: to which he" 
assented, and mentioned some of their stratagems, 
which chiefly consisted in well-laid ambuscades, 
^c. He then observed, that the English had a 
great many sepoys; I told him we found, that 
the cheapest and best mode of preserving peace 
was, by convincing our ne%hbours that we were 
always prepared £or war ; but added, by way of 
softening the observation, that the Burmhans were 
a nation of warriors. In this he corrected me, 
saying,^ . '' That only particular classes amongst 
Hiem w«nt to war, some by. prescriptive occupa- 
tio« coiitinu<^ such finom father to son, bttt,vin 
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general, only the poor; b1\ those who paid a di- 
rect revenue to the king being exempted on certain 
conditions. But/' says he, '' our merchants likcf to 
go to war ; our annies are half composed of men 
who join war and traffic together, carrying a pack 
of goods as well as their arms with them." These 
must be staunch soldiers if pushed, thought I, 
but said nothing to diminish the good opinion he 
evidently entertained of the sagacity of their own 
arrangements. He now requested me to take a dish 
of tea ; and when that was done, we proceeded 
together to the palace, he walking by my side, and 
the presents preceding us. At the gate he requested 
that the majority of my retinue would stop, and that 
the merchants might take off their shoes; to which 
I assented. We then walked across the palace* 
yard, (about 100 yards,) to the steps leading to the 
hall of audience. About two yards from the steps 
he put off his sandals, and, at the first step, I and 
Mr. Keys took off our shoes, and followed him to 
the audience-hall, a room about fifty feet by four- 
teen, in the centre nave, with two aisles of the 
siinie length and breadth ; and without them an 
<^n veranda or platform, guarded by a slight 
balustrade, the roof of the building supported by 
clumsy, naked, and unornamented pillars of wood, 
and at the upper, or closed end, which joined the 
body of the palace, was placed a bouch-bedstead, 
gilt, with velvetrcovered mattress, and cushions. 
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triittnied wUh gokl;-lace ; the flodr covered about 
it with some mat Chinese carpets, and immedi- 
ately over ]t» near the roof, a small . canopy of 
white cotton doth» with a valance ef open work 
about one foot deep» and auapended by lines fima 
the four comers uade last to as many of the pil- 
lais.^ A deaa inat^ bordered with red oottcm doth, 
was phMsed for us in the right-hand aisle, but as 
the row of pillars inter?ening, would have de- 
prived UB of a full view of his hi^hnessi I pointed 
out the ineonvenience to the whoon^ who then 
had it placed in the centre roooi mwfidjaAekj 
fronting the throne,, and about thirty feet djataat 
from it. The other gentleBiett^ servants, ^., in 
our rear, Baha Shein, who had 6btvuded bioNelf on 
the CMi€asion» o& our ng^t^ and Mr« Jytoncourtttie oa 
our left ; the presents were arranged in front. The 
eng^'s whoon, sat between the left-hand row of piK 
lais^ and the officerst^^, of his higbneaa's court, 
dressed m wiute jan[miaa> k the left a^d right 
hand aisles.. We were seated at^vtfiftaittmjjKitm 
bedBoie his highness appeared. He osme from a 
door of communication' with his palace a little 4o 
the. vight, and in the rear of the audiencerroo^L 
lie wi^ dressed isk a janwia ef goldr^ftsfwered 
muslin» a hsAdkerchiefor fillet c^ the s^me jxmnd 
hii l4ead« a hendsome stfklunghee, of the^ounAiy 
manu^^ure, wnyugbt with gpl4 diamond ear- 
ora^men^« and aQumhao awqqd, Jt^ilt» wfiiisc^ 
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faurd, pinbed with gold, in his hand. He ascended 
kis throne by steps placed towards the front &t 
it» and seized himself in the Bnnnkan style. He 
appeared to me about five feet five inehes in 
height, father indined to corpulence ; deep brown 
oomplexion, as the Bnrmhans in general are; of 
an animated cheerftd countenance ; and, aa I 
diottld gueas^ about six or seven and thirty years 
of ag^ He fixed his eyes very steadfiistly on us, 
withdutspeaking fer a quarter of an h«Mir. He then 
asked whieh was the Resident ? After seme further 
paiifle, he desired I might be asked to partake of 
sotae refireahnMsnts; and tea, sweetmeats, and betel, 
were immediately served. His highness spoke 
to as tkiougfa the whocm,^ and while we were par- 
taking of the tea, #*c^ he asked several questions 
respecting die relative fbrce of Ike French and 
English nttfiona; said, he had heaid that the 
French were most powerful by land, and the Eng- 
Kiah hp sea; asked whether five English ships 
conld bee* ten French? vriiether France contained 
moie inhabfikanls dian Bi^land? all whieh I feith- 
fidly and impartially answered. He then ot^ 
served* if the English were more powevfnl by 
sea, yfAtf were dieirdkips afi»d te come to Ran- 
gdOB 9s fiirHmrly ? or why did we pemit them to^ 
tafe tha* Bumhan ships f 1 toM him, it was asr 
impassiife fiv i» to psttkect aH ear iBPetchantmen 
fiDoan prr vatom and mamndera!, as itr waa Ibr the* 
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best regulated goverament to prevent theft. That 
as to their taking the Bunnhan ships, it was an act 
of piracy occasioned by the unsettled state of 
their government ; but here my scoundrel of an 
interpreter, Moncourtuse, endeavoured to screen 
the French, in whose interest he is, and I had no 
opportunity of rectifying his assertions at the 
time, but shall not fail to set the business in a 
true light the first fietvouiable occasion that occurs. 
After the tea, ^c, were removed, his highness 
very obligingly desired I might be asked if I had 
any thing to say. I immediately briefly detiuled 
to him in moderate tenns, the whole of my i»o- 
ceedings, and the unjustifiable treatment I had 
experienced from the mhee whoonghee, and mew 
' whoon ; and entreated his patronage and inter- 
ference in my favour. He replied, ** That it was 
the particular province of the mew whoon to pro- 
tect and assist me; that his majesty would attend 
to any thing he said; and that I should consult 
with him/' I told him I had done so repeatedly, 
and was willing to follow his advice as &r as was 
in my pdwer; but that he had in a manner aban- 
doned me, and, therefore, I must again crave his 
highness's interference. He said, it was his 
opinion, that I should accept of his majesty's 
commission, and go down to Rangoon with the 
mew whoon, where I could better consult with 
him; and, when I had given his majesty a few 
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months' proof of my zeal for his interests, I might 
retCum again, and hope for further marks of his 
fiivour. Mr. Baba Shein, who seemed to have 
Il>een sent by the mew whoon, to perplex and 
retard my business, occasionally speaking and 
interrupting my replies, I had not an opportunity 
of fully explaining my sentiments to his highness ; 
and, as I was in the middle of a speech to him, 
he rose from his throne and retired. His whoon, 
however, immediately said, he would undertake 
with the mew whoon to settle my business ; that 
when the mew whoon came to the palace in the 
evening, he would get his highness to order him 
to deliver my memorials to his majesty, and that 
he would see every thing concluded to my satis- 
faction : we then retired as we came. The yard 
through which I passed was both damp and dirty, 
and even the steps to the audience-room were 
damp and unswept ; to have expected us, there- 
fore, to walk barefoot from the gate was unrea^ 
sonable in the highest degree ; at once a proof of 
unbounded arrogance and folly. When we came 
to our elephants, the whoon told me to set my 
mind at ease and depend on him : and said, he 
would send for Mr. Keys the day after to-morrow 
to inform him of his progress. Wishing, however, 
to accelerate his motions, I said, I would send 
Mr. Keys the next morning; to which he assented, 
and we parted, returning on our elephants as we 
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came. At niglit I entertaiMd did BMltiliitfe wiiii 
danoeiB and tumbkis on tlie utmod. I feigoC to 
mention in ite pnqper piaoe» that vhtle we waM 
at the etiga*s wfaooa's houae, a mesaengef he had 
dent to eidl the new whooo, returned with an 
apology to him and wke for not attendinigft «a he 
was busy witfi his mi^|esty inalchfndeal puiBttls. 
October 13. Mr. Keys went vefjr early to the 
enga's whoon'd» but was iafenned that he was at 
the king s palace ; he left Mn Moaeourtnae to 
learn from him whfen he would be at leianie to 
see him. Mr. Moacourtuse letumed skt^t ten* 
and infoimad hiaC that the enga's whoon would 
he glad to see him, between four and five in the 
evening* According to ai]^ii4nent» Mr. Keys 
went to the whoon's in the evening ; he w«i but 
just rebuned^ and appeared to be very busy» Mf. 
Keys had therefiore hardly tiofte to exfdiain mg 
sentiments more fully than I had an opfmrtuMlif 
of doing yesteiday t he inS^^mied Mr. Keys that 
his miyesty had left the settlkig of tny business 
entirely to hitn, but the mew whoon wias ordered 
down to . Rangoon in fite ot six days^ and was 
veiry anxious that I should go ^itfft him; and as 
he also was to march with the anny in about 
eight flays more, he would strive baid to aettle 
every dung so that I might go with ' the mew 
whoon ; he promised also to psooure ine a. private 
audience ufith the prinoe bolbfe I went The 
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pfince had sent to deme, i wi»uld let.ttie OMehr 
mikei^s nuati attend to sliew his^ people how to 
lake tile carriage to pieces^ aad, I awofdiogly 
aeiit my interpreter with him, but they refused 
to let tiie interpreter within the palaoe-yanl, and 
meanly attempted to inveigle the man I had seat, 
to remain in the prince's ^service: but his attache 
ment to his native country was proof against all 
their temptations: indeed the miserable dtate of 
dependence and degradation, in which the Maho- 
medans here live, is enough to deter all but the 
meanest vagabonds from remaining amongst diem. 

October 13. I moved my boats to a small sandy 
island opposite the town, that I might keep my 
people better collected and ready for ptoeeeding. 

October 14. In the morning early I sent Mr. Bow- 
land, my interpreter, with some presents for the 
queen mother, the first and second queen and 
king^ grandson ; also to die akedho or whoon to 
die second qiseeiH who had been instnimental in 
procuring my interview witfi the Bnga Tekaii^. 
He saw the queen mother, aa Ae u called, being 
the mother of the king's first wife, aad eiater to 
the fimoM Alam Pmw the fiMadar «tf the presetit 
dynarty. She received liim» and frankly asked 
hhn how ^e oould serve mel He told her fcrieiy 
die ntaation oCmy affinis^ and thatl ottky wuted 
to haira nqr imemoiiab presented. and i 
<< Are yattJaaw^''^Aid8ke«/^ that i»all? he^' 
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I bite been told, he wants the inland of .Neg^ian/* 
He assured her that was one among the niunber 
of fiJ^sehoods circuiated against me, that the Eng- 
Ibh sought for no power or dominion in this 
country ; that I only required to be Seated with 
ihe respect due to the Goyemor-General, whom I 
isepresented». and to have power to protect English 
merchants trading to his majesty's dominipiiB. 
" Well/* replied she, " I will undertake to do 
his business ; I don't care for the Bnga Tekaing, 
or any of them, and can speak my sentiments to 
the king." She then ordered one of her servants 
io go immediately to the mhee whoonghee and 
the mew whoon, and direct them to present my 
mmorials to his majesty as the next morning, 
aad she would go herself to the palace in the 
Biorniag and support my suit: and pointed out 
to him, one of the people that she would send 
to call him, when she wanted him. He could 
not see the queen's or king's grandson this day, 
as it was necessai^ that previous permission fdioi4d 
be obtained for his going into the palaceu 

October 1$. I heard that the queen-mother wpts 
all day in the palace, and also, that one of the 
detachments from the army of 5,000 men had set 
off for Jamai, and that it was intended a likq force 
should march to Arrakan, as the inhabitfmte 
tiireatened a rebellion; or to emigrate into th* 
Einglish. territories. I received also. (Ncivate inld* 
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ligwce that the* mew wfaoon in decidedly iniarical 
to v^f intere$t8/ft3 indeed the whole of his conduct 
to^wards me since his arrival seems to evince ; hut he 
is a weak and fickle man, open to the insinuations 
of every scoundrel that will flatter his vanity ; and I 
doubt not, my good friends Jhansey and Baba Sheia 
have left nothing undone to alarm his fears and 
preserve their ascendency over him. - The report 
of this day is, that he is to take me down to 
Ratigoon with him» and that I am to be referred 
to'him for the adjustment* of my demands, ^c. I, 
therefore; thought it necessary to- guard against 
this determination, by informing the enga's whoon, 
that I should consider such reference as a refusal 
on the part of his majesty's ministers ; and was 
determined not to be trifled with any longer by 
Siodi subterfiiges ; I, tlierefbre, sent my interpreter 
to'him, to know if it would be convenient to him 
to see Mr. Keys this evening.' He found him un- 
well with a headach ; he desired to be excused 
that day, and said, he would send people to call 
Mr. Keys if he was better in the morning. 

October 16. In the morning the queen-mother 
sent for my interrpreter. Whf^n he waited on Ker« 
9he informed him, that she had staid with the 
king till eleven o'clook last' night, but had notr 
been able to eflbct any thing in my favour ; that 
the eoemies of the English had poisoned his mind; 
with' reports to our prejudice,^ and induced him 
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to believe we wanted to take his country firom 
him; that the mhee whoonghee, the mew whoon, 
and the Malabar shabunder, were, in parti<^ar, 
the persons who opposed me ; and had obtuned 
such an ascendency, that it was in vain to contend 
further. She, therefore, advised me, to give my- 
self no further trouble ; for if she could not suc- 
ceed with her son in my &vour, no one could. 
The candour of this good old lady pleased me 
extremely ; for she is the firat person who has 
spoken truth to me since I have been in the 
Burmhan dominions. In the evening, the enga's 
whoon sent peons for Mr. Keys, ai^d the queen- 
mother sent a messenger with a letter, requesting 
that I would send her a piece of cloth, and some otfa, 
for her Qwn use. As I thought this letter might be 
a forgery, I determined to send my interpreter to 
her. About six p.m. Mr. Keys returned from the 
enga's whoon, and informed me, that he had de« 
livered niy message in fiill to him; that he had 
listened to it rather impatiently, seemingly wish* 
ing him away ; and, in reply, avowed his inability 
to perform his promise, saying, he was but as one 
to ten. SbUhere is an end to the farce of the 
enga*s whoon. The queen-mother acknowledged 
having sent for tiie cloth, but that it was Madras 
long-cloth she Wanted ; she, however, accepted 
the piece of fine muslin I had sent, and returned 
me many thanks, saying, she would make a dmss 
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of it for going to (lie pagoda, and always pray 
foi me. She added, that she was quite ashamed 
to receive so many things from me and not do 
any thing in return ; but that her son had desired 
her not to take any memorials or letters from me; 
^16, therefore, could do no more in that businesi^. 
Odober 17. Barly in the morning, the queen- 
mother's whoon waited en me. It seems the good 
<4d lady's conscience would not suffer her to keep 
my presents without mining some return; and, 
haying consulted this gentleman, her counsellor 
and fiic-totutn, it had at length been agreed be*- 
tween them, that he should bring me sixty ticak 
this morning, to bear my expenses down the 
river ; and he had accordingly now come to give 
me the money. As I found myself rather dis** 
posed to commend her good intention than to 
ridicule the simplicity of it, I made suitable 
acknowledgments for her remembrance of me, 
but requested that the money might be exchanged 
for a ring ; and, in order to maintain the fovourable 
opinion whidi the old lady seemed to entertain 
of me, as under my circumstances it was uncertain 
how soon I might want a friend of her power, and 
aflso that I might retort through her some of the 
mischief my enemies had heaped on me, I then^ 
4bie sent her a handsome glass vase; and gave 
her whoon a diamond ring; desiring him to tell 
his mistress, from me, that I considered myself 

IDS 
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highly obliged by her candour and attention; 
and, in return, thought it my duty to desire her 
to put her son on his guard against those bad men 
who had induced him to ^itertain sus|M<iion8 of 
the English ; as they were disaffected to his go- 
vernment, and secret emissaries of the Frendi, 
who had designs against this country, and woukl 
conquer it to a certainty, if not prevented by th^ 
English ; his majesty's conduct, therefore, in 
making them enemies also, was highly imprudent 
I desired also, that' she might make known how 
dishonourably I had been treated ; that I had 
been obliged to hire common merchant-boats, 
to convey myself and people to Rangoon ; th*t 
the mew whoon had not taken the least notice 
of me, and that the boats' crews ran away, and 
behaved insolently with impunity; I, therefore, 
r^uested she would so for favour me as to pro- 
cure some officer who might be sent with me to 
Rangoon, to keep my boatmen in order; all whidi 
he promised foithfiiUy to report, as he saw in 
part, the bad behaviour of my boat people. About 
twelve at noon, the mew whoon set off in his 
phieun, in great state, attended by four war-boats, 
and others of his suite. About one o'clock the 
queen-mother's whoon returned, and brought m^ 
a sapphire ring, about fifty ticals value, and a 
smaller one for my interpreter. He said, that 
his mistress would have sent me a rubyaf she 
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could ha^e got oiie in time, and would have pro- 
cored a phseun for me if I would wait two days 
more; that, as to an officer to attend ine» it was 
not in her power to assist ine, as it must be done 
by order of the looto; and there was not time to 
procure one at present. At this time I learnt 
from her whoon, that he had been a suhadho, or 
head poonghee of a kheoun» and had quitted his 
religious habit and exercise, at the particular in- 
stance of the queen-mother, to superintend her 
household, ^c. He is a short comely man, of mild 
manners, and pleasant countenance. At two p.m. 
we left our station opposite Amarapoorah; five 
boats of my party, and one boat with the English 
merchants, Mr. Reeves and Mr. Lane; also a 
small boat with a Mahomedan trader. At four 
P.M. we made fast at Cheghain. In the evening 
I walked through a part of the town to the south 
point of the ridge of hills which commence here» 
and extend along the western hank of the river, 
almost as fiur as Keoun Meoun with very little in- 
terruption. The summits of all the peaks to the 
southward, are crowned with Burmhan pagodas, 
and other religious buildings ; most of them have 
flights of steps leading to them ; the whole of bad 
burnt bricks plastered over. Upon near inspec- 
tion they are rather paltry, and from the badness 
of the materials promising no long duration. We 
climbed up to one of them, and from it commanded 
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a very «ctenshre mw of Hie Myoimng country, 
which appealed pleannt and fertile, but mostly 
woody, and hncukifated : '4he hao^ of the river 
were higher than the plaiiis ad|«hiittg, m is usual 
111 countries subject to fnundatiou. These latter 
were, in many {Mats, still under water, although 
the river does not i^pearto me more than five or 
six feet above its ordinary level in the diy months. 
Amarapoorah from hence makes but a mean ap- 
pearance, its golden spires might be mistaken for 
chimn^-tops, or glass-blowers' furnaces, and a 
nearer approach will not tend to raise in the minds 
6f its; beholders any ideas of magnificence, com* 
ftnt, or industry ; but Amarapooiah Remands a 
particular description, and shall have one at a 
itiore convenient opportuiiity, when I can coUect 
my materials. Ava seems buried in its ruins; 
fifteen years ago <he metropolis of the empire, it 
is now totally depopuhited, and overgfown with 
w^eeds or mouldering ih heaps of rubbish. Two 
or three pi^das alone point out to the inqairet^s 
6fe its site, which is surrounded by a small 
cieek, and appears to me, a^ better situakton fi>r a 
eity than that now occupied by Amuapoorah. 
Ghegmn seems also to be going fast to decay ; 
exceptmg the religious buildings, you see none 
but mean straggling houses, and but a very scanty 
population. It is principally supported by the 
cotton tmde to China, of which It isr one of the 
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gfei^test shipping ports ; also by making Chunam, 
the south end of the ridge being yery good lime* 
stone ; the cheapness ^f this material seems te 
be one cause of the leligiQus rage for building 
pagodas here, of which you see. new ones rising 
in every direction. I know of no particular saao- 
tity annexed to the place, except that on a rocky 
point proj««ting from the opposite ^ore, now 
covered with religious buildings ; they 3ay, that 
Godamafa descended from heaven, when he trans* 
migrated into the body of a' cock, and picked 
golden grains from the sands. 

October 18. At day-light I made a small excur- 
sion towards the hills, to observe the soil, ^c. : 
the exterior masses of the southern clumps, as far 
as I saw, was a white limestone marble, but on 
some of the spars I found the stones variegated, 
blacky blue, green, and red, mixed with siliceous 
and quartzose pebbles and fragments, also those 
calcareous stalactites in India called couken The 
general appearance of the soil Sfc, indicates the 
presence of minerals; but I met with nothing 
but iron ore; copper, silver, lead, iron and pre- 
cious stones have been obtained from various parts 
of the ridge; and I have particular accounts of 
various mines that have been opened and worked, 
in fongner reigns, with great success. I saw the 
entrance of two cavesf of considerable size, exca- 
vated by art ; but. was prevented by the darkness. 
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ftotn exploring them; and my situation with the 
government. not. admitting more than a cursory 
view, I had not come prepared, as I otherwise 
should have done ; both of them appeared to me 
as large as the famous Cave of Elephanta, which 
I have also been in; but I had no opportunity of 
examining how much of these was excavated from 
the body of the solid rock, their fronts being 
foimed of. masonry. These hills are rugged, 
overrun with the hardy brier, or wild Indian 
plum, and varieties of the euphort)inm ; I also 
found here an opuntia, exactly the same as the 
American one sent to India from his majesty's 
garden at Kew, of which I brought away speci- 
mens. At' this time also, (ill the hollows and 
gentle slopes were covered with short sweet grass; 
we started two hares, and saw the track of deer. 
About eight a.m., we returned, having had a very 
pleasant walk. Inland, about six miles from where 
we lay, is a famous ancient pagoda, of which' I 
have the Burmhan history, and meant to visit it, 
but was prevented by the distance; thinking it 
imprudent in my present circumstances, to ven- 
ture, so far while in the vicinity of the capital. 
It differs in form from the general style of build- 
ing amongst them, being finislicd with a dome ; 
and although it stands in a hollow, I have seen 
it at twelve or fifteen miles' distance ; but those 
who have been at it say, Lt is twice the circumfe^ 
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rence of Daghoon pagoda, and likeit, aolid. My 
motive for remaining here was to obtain some in- 
formation which I expected from Amarapoosah, 
and to get stock, and complete my boats* erew$ ; 
for notwithstanding all my advances, they weie 
still incomplete. These fellows have a great incli- 
nation to be insolent whenever they dare : they 
have beaten several of my servants, and 'when 
spoke to, threaten to leave the boats. It will 
require, therefore, all my patience and manage^ 
ment, to get safe and smoothly down the river, 
for I am entirely at their mercy. In the evening, 
the mewjerry of Rangoon, my former attendant, 
made his appearance. My people learnt from' him, 
that he was waiting Baba Shein and a chekoy, 
who are still at Amarapoorah. 

October 19. About seven a. m. we passed Old 
Ava. The ruins of the walls are within fifty 
yards of the river, and the bank, bold up to it, 
seems to have been more extensive than the. fort 
of the present capital, which is about 13 or 1,300 
feet square, and better situated for defence or 
commerce. The rocks we passed coming lip the 
river, are now covered. At eleven a. m. we passed 
Keouptolong chokey, without trouble or notice. 
About five P.M., crossed over to the western shore, 
intending to go through the Nabaiek channel; At 
sun-set, made fast to the western bank. Near the 
river, the land is under, culture, but in a slovenly 
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style. On the eastern side of the river from 
Amaiapoorah, to. within about six nii]bs to the 
If. w. of Keouptolong, the plain eixtends to a con- 
sidemble breadth from the river, to ^e foot of the 
mountains, the ridge of \vhich declines in height 
as it advances to the southward, but five or six 
miles to the northward of Keouptolong arijd downs 
extend to the river. jFrom Keouptolong these 
recede back to the mountain^, leaving us to the 
northward, a fine plain susceptible of high culti- 
vation; and for the most part cultivated from 
Chegain to Nabaiek. Also on the west-side the 
country is level near the river, and in part culti- 
vated; but backed by high ground covered with 
wood or jungle. The river on the right of Ava, 
and to the southward of it, is about one mile and 
a half brofd. Current about three miles or a little 
more« Near Keouptolong it is about three quar- 
ters of a mile broad ; towards Nebaiek it spreads 
very much with islands n^id-channeL We passed 
several merchants' boats bound up under sail. 

October 20. Proceeded at day-light ; at half-past 
seven a. m^ made fieist to the western bank, near 
the entrance of the Nabaiek channel. Finding 
there was not water enough for us to go through, 
I sent off my interpreter in a small boat, to w^t 
on the padre Don Louis, frpm whom I expected 
some books and intelligence. At half-past ten, 
cr4;»6sed.over to Namaguey, a village on the east- 
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em bfmfc, to waU for mj interpreter. At j^^f-p^st 
three p. m., he returned. From him I lean\, that 
Nebaiek is but a wretched hamlet of about thirty 
or forty houses, inhabited by Burmhan Christians. 
There are> however, two or three churches and 
s(H|ie other hanUets dependent on it, situated in 
the jungly to the westward. The padre*s hoiise 
is gilt like the keouns of the Burmhaapoon^ees ; 
and, like them, he depends for his daily food on 
the donations of his flock ; never cooking in his 
own house. I am told also, that he is obliged to 
wink hiird at many of their Pagan supeistition9. 
He had nothing to o£fer my man but a cup of tea, 
and disappointed me of my expectations from him. 
At four p. H. we dropped down through the east- 
em channel, which is narrowed by the islands, 
to a breadth of 3 or 400 yards,, imtil ?unset : both 
baiiks are under culture. At sun -set, made &st 
to the eastern bdmk, we had passed several mer- 
ehanttboats bound upwards, and Mr. Baba Shein 
passed ids do^trnwards, without taking the smallest 
notice. A little below Namaiguey, the river 
spieads nearly three miles to the westward ; but 
shoal on that «ide, with sand-banks, and islands 
mid-channeL. 

October 21. Proceeded at day-light, and at half- 
past seven a. m., entered the main river. Several 
war-boats passed us downwards during the day« 
and merdbantrboats bound upwards. At.^uix-s^t 
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made fiast to a sand-bank projecting from the 
westeite shore. At night, set a watch with 
double sentinels, and loaded arms ; as the conduct 
of the Burmhan government towards me warrants 
a suspicion of foul play being intended me on my 
passage down. From the conflux of the Keoun- 
dowien with the Era-wuddy, the western bank is 
a well-cultivated plain, backed by a range of 
mountains, seven or eight miles inland. The east- 
ern bank for about ten or twelve miles, is also tole- 
rably well inhabited ; but the flat not more than 
two or three miles broad, backed by uncultivated 
woody downs, which to the soutiiward of that 
limit form the margin of the river, terminating in 
precipitate blufl^, with little variation, all the way 
to Pagaam. 

October 32. We proceeded at half-past five a.m., 
and at eight passed the new city of Gucayne, a 
number of merchant-boats were lying there. At ten 
A.M. we stopped at the ancient city of Pegaam, or 
Pokghong, and went on shore to view the ruins 
of this ancient city. I climbed to the top of an old 
pagoda, by several flights of narrow ruinous 
stairs. The two lower stories, have a flight in 
each angle, arched over and steep. Tlie first, 
about a yard broad,, and in height from the steps 
to the top of the arch about five feet, ending in 
a small turret placed over the angle, and from 
the door of which only they receive light. The 
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beigbt pf the whalp of the fimt flight a<td ^tory i$ 
about forty feet. The height of the Second, n^rly 
the datne ; Imt the arch lowef , and pateages ba^ 
tpwer ; the rest of the steps are on the outside, lead- 
ing to the top of three other stories, from whende 
t}ie dome rises. The first two stories tare /savr 
rounded by a Gothic arched gallery, along which 
are arranged variouus images of their deities. The 
building itself is quadrangular, each face fronting 
the four cardinal points of the compass ; with a 
projecting portico, and correspcmding niches 
witiiin, wherein is placed on a throne, or altar, a 
colossal gilt figure of Godoma. The principal 
figure seems uniformly to be placed to the east, 
where there is the greatest projection for the 
shelter of those who come to pay their devotions. 

From the top of this pagoda, I commanded a full 
yiew of the remains of the city, and adjacent 
country, which, as far as the eye can reach on the 
eastern side of the river, is rugged downs ; steril, 
uncultivated, and covered with scrubby bushes, 
^c. To the south-east about three miles inland, 
a rugged ridge of hills rise abruptly from the 
coinmon level of the country, and extend about 
five or six miles north and south. The ruins of 
the pagodas extend about four or five miles along 
the banks of the river, and inland, about one 
mile and a half. 

r counted to the south of me fifty; and to the 
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northward there might be seyenty more, distin- 
goishable, of various foims and sizes ; but num^ 
b^rless others have sunk into indistinguishable 
masses of rubbish, overgrown with weeds ; and 
the plain is every where covered with fragments 
of their materials. Immediately above the bank, 
where my boat lay, is a part of the wall of the 
western curtain, of the fort ; and about a quarter 
of a mile to the eastward, parallel to it, I passed 
through a breach in the eastern curtain, and think 
I saw the north angle bastion, about 700 yards 
from me. It is probable, therefore, tfiat the fort 
was not laiger than the present one at Amani- 
poorah ; or they may have fixed dimensions for 
their imperial forts. The wall is composed of 
0ma11 bricks and mud, about fourteen cubits tiiick ; 
and has the remains of a dry fosse without. I 
sketched the figure of one of the most perfect, and 
the largest I saw. My view is of the west front, 
Which measures at the base about 183 feet ; and 
as nearly as I can judge by my eye, is about 900 
feet in height. Its interior is similar to one I 
have described, but in better preservaltion. It is 
- built of bridLS of two dimensions, the largest, which 
are used in the body of the building, are seven- 
teen inches loiig, eight and a half broad, and Ihree 
and a half thick. The least are fourteen and a 
half long, seven and five-eighths broad, and one 
and a half thick. They are well burnt, and joined 
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together witti great AIM and nicety. Their sur&ce 
and edges being grbund, perfectly correspond, 
and lie so close, as that not the least cement can 
be seen between them ; if any was used it mast 
hatie been a very fine gluten. As fiur as relates to 
tte exterior sAr&ce of the body of the building, 
the masonry is the best I have .ever seen, but I 
doubt much Sirfiedier this holds good throughout ; 
perhaps it » only observed in the cannon revet- 
iooentB* The whole building has been plastered 
over in the usual manner, and it is where this 
plaster has scaled bflP, that the workmanship is to 
be observed. 

A liMle further to the eastward, without the 
walls of the fort, is another about the size of 
the one I sketched, but somewhat different 
in form. It has been repaired and beautified 
by the present prince of Pagaan, and is deserv- 
ing of more attention than my time or circum- 
stances would permit me to bestow on it. It is 
also quadrangular, but its porticoes project further, 
and the spire is loftier, and it Imis two vaulted gal- 
leries summnding it, in tiie walls of which are 
numerous tiiches filled with various images of 
tiieir deities. In the four principal centre-niches, 
are four erect colossal gilt images pf Godomay. 
about twenty-five feet in height, standing on the 
lotos flower. It is remarkable that these have all. 
crisped hair ! the poonghees deny that they have 
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W]l f^irity with Cafites, biit my- Hial; when Go^ 
dwm, assumed the .reiigiouB habit, he out off hia 
h^r with his aword,. lewriog it ragged or funwwed, 
49d' the •feaituea of a genuine Buimhaii have a 
gl9o4 ideal <of the Caffre cbbL These principal 
lUehes £ann a kind of Mnchmi Mmctortan^ and are 
vailed off, so as to prevent the too^near appaaach 
of i thie multitude. Over eadi figure is ^suspended 
9kidbmUke of demimon. In the veatibttle of die 
western front, is a large stone widi the prints of 
the feet of Godoma. These ate only represes^ 
tations of those sacred impressidna whidi' he has 
k^ft in various parts of the earth, particularly m 
ther.Biumban domiaioiis. The following are the 
vough dimensions which I took of the building* 
M fofm a ground-plan from. The outer wall of 
ih6 portito fMrteen feet thick, breadth of' the 
passage ten feet. Portico or vestibule, lengdi 
forty feet, breadth twenty-one, height thirty *five; 
|Miasage of ditto to first cloister or gallery,, fourteen 
foei length, brmdth ten feet. Firstgallery, greatesli 
length 143 feet, breadth eighty-six^ passage thenm 
to the inner gallety Iburteen feet^ breadtii tes^ 
feet; inner gallery, greatest' len^ lOL feet len 
inches, tnreadth eight feet six inchea Ni^Ae fob 
liM idol, bieadth twenty feet» deptbi-aoveAteenj 
fe«t, liei^t thirty-five or forty feet.. Tkeparti** 
tionwwall between the 4wogatteriesi and the outw 
wall alsoi hadbsefMnd simftl arohearfb< fthaiijaa qaga 
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of air and light at dtflferent lieights. To get to 
the second story^ it was necessary to creep along 
a cornice, ai)out fourteen feet above the pavement, 
and only sixteen inches broad, a risk which neither 
our devotion or curiosity could tempt us to en- 
counter. I have only to add, that the avenues to 
the inner cloister, had great folding grated gates ; 
but the only precautions used, are seemingly in- 
tended to keep out cattle. We were permitted to 
traverse and examine every thing without moles- 
tation ; a few persons, who, I suppose, were slaves 
to the pagoda, attending us out of curiosity. How-' 
ever, to reconcile them to our measuring, ^.^ i 
told them we had nothing of the kind in our coun^ 
try ; and if I was not particular in writing down 
the length, breadth, ^c, the people there woukt 
not believe that there was such a building in the' 
world. In the two galleries of the lower story, I 
think there are at least 2,000 images in the niches, 
of stone and wood gilt, the carving tolerable ; and 
in little compartments on the outside of thie sur- 
base, were figures in relief, of green varnished 
pottery, and also on the frieze of the cornice^ 

The prince of Pegaam has a house here ; or, as 
it is called in the language of the country, a 
palace, surrounded by a mat enclosure : but we 
were not permitted to examine it. Near the 
river, are a number of betel gardens, covered 
over as in Hindoatan, and i4>parently diligently 
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kept Tliey are wittered by paeot^s, ae used oft 
the Coromandel coast ; but the lever b wrought 
by the mea at the bucket, after the Chioese 
&shion« There are but few inhabitanta hdtot 
and those apparently in indigent ciieumstancQs ; 
the trade of this place having been transfened 
with its population, to Gucaym, adjoining it 
to the northward, where the jurineipal manu- 
facture of lacquered wajre is ourr led on. Near 
it also is a fiimous pagoda, built by one of tiie 
ancient kings of Pegaani> and lately repaired 
and gilt, by private donations of the devout 
The following story is told concerning it :*^ 
During the above-mentioned king's reign, a king 
of Chittong made war against the Jumes, a tribe 
of the Shaibs,; but finding his own fortie inade- 
qaate to conquer them, he solicited the alliance 
and aid of the king of Pagaam, and with the 
reinforcement he received from hkn, efieeted the 
conquest of them. In return for the assistance 
the king of Pegaam had aflforded him^ he ten- 
dered hi& daughter in marriage, whidi was ac- 
cepted by die king of Pagaam ; and his principal 
general wad ordered to escort the princess to Pa- 
gaam. On the road the general, unmindfiil of 
his trusty debauched the princess ; this, the hing 
of Pagaam was privately informed of; he pu^ 
nished the perfidy of the general by putting him 
to death, but kept his crime a secret as he en* 
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tertained a guspician tliat the king of Chittong;, 
was privy to it, with a view to dishonour -tod de- 
4Arone him, thro<igi» the aid of the general and 
princess ; he therefore^ detennined to wreak his 
vengeance on him also, and invited him to be pre- 
isent at the festival of the finishing his pagoda. The 
king of Chittong apprehending no treachery from 
so great a king, came attended by the prin- 
cipal officers of his court, and a slight retinue ; 
and when the chattre wad fixed on the summit 
of the pagoda, the king of Pegaam seized him 
by the hi^r of the head, and dedicated him and 
all his followers m slaves to the pagoda, where 
their posterity remain to this day. The heirs of 
the king, still enjoy many of the prerogatives of 
royalty ; when he goes abroad he has a gilt chat* 
tre carried over him^ and his sandals are orha« 
mented with gold embtoid^ry and precious stones ; 
he has power of life or death al«o over his own 
people ; who form, as I am informed, the majofrity 
ef die iiAabitaiite 4it Gucaym. Oa the western 
side of the river opposite Gueaym a ragged range 
of hills craamettce, eittendhig to the southwaid; 
the country to the westward of them, is inhabited 
by the people called Caebs, independent of the 
Burmhan govermtoenC; mid channel, are a num- 
ber of large fertile ishuAds, Irem whence the in- 
• iMbittals are priaeiprily isupplied widi pulse, 
gfain and Indige w^ed. In the evening I was 

s IS 
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iiM^poMd from the &tigue I had und6igone ia 
the sua. 

October 23. We proceeded at day-light, and kept 
in the eastern channel from Pegaam to Chelai. On 
the eastern bank grow large trees near the ivi^r- 
fiide, mostly tamarind and pepal ; the land rising 
graduidly into rugged downs» without culture 
Qr inhabitants. On the western bank the rug^d 
range of hills come close down to the riyer, as 
mentioned yesterday; mid channel aro sandy 
islapds» in part cultivated, but mostly neglected. 
:f^i hjBlf-past three p.m., passed Cheliu, a raanu- 
J^tpring town of the east bank, in the idcinity of 
which I am, told cossoombo is cultivated. From 
Chelai southwards, the hills and downs on both 
sides recede from the river; leaving a cultiva- 
ble margin, but little of which I believe is cul- 
tivated. At sun-set, we made fa&t to a sandy 
island mid channel ; the river hero spreads a good 
deal. 

(ktober^. At. seven a.m., we passed Chan- 
bew-mew, or the city of the White Elephant 
The river having thrown up a large sand flat be- 
foro it, its trade is carried on in teinporary huts, 
erected on the beach in the dry season ; as rer 
marked going up, several merchant-boats lying 
there. On the eastc^m shore also, is a consider- 
able town, a little to the; southward. of. whicU are 
ruffged dow^s, whichf extend all tjbie way as fai;as' 
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the Chokey and to¥ni of Mumboo. TTiere'ts a 
considerable flat on the western side the river 
Croad, and numbers of uncultivated islands mid 
channel. At one p.m., we passed the upper town 
of Hananghong ; at three p.m., my Bengal washer- 
man departed this life. His complaint was an 
inflammation of the spleen and worms, of long 
standing before he left Bengal ; besides, he was 
so irregular and obstinate, that all Mr. Keys*s en- 
deavours were in vain, although every attention 
our circumstances would permit, was afforded him. 
At four P.M., made fast at Wamachote on the 
eastern bank, and buried him. Wamachote is 
femous in legendary lore, as being the place 
where a hog waded' the river, of such a monstrous 
size that he passed without wetting his belly. 
There are a few miserable huts ; the country in- 
land, arid, steril, rugged downs. At nine p.m., 
we were alarmed by some war-boats passing up, 
who approached us in a mischievous manner, and 
would not answer when challenged. The place 
also being noted as the resort of vagabonds, and 
the bank over-hanging so as to give any shore; 
assailants too much advantage over us, we, there- 
fore, crossed the river and made fast to a sandy 
island mid channel. 

October 26. Proceeded at four a.m^ the river 
winding and narrow, with pleasant banks well 
wooded, and alternately, hills and valleys, several 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4fi2 JOURNAL OF A RESIDSNCfi 

little haailets were on either btak, with cattle 
grazing near them. At half-past «ix, passed 
Whegwengar on the eastern bank, a few boats 
lying there. At half-past nine, passed Loungwee 
on the eastern bank ; at ten, the island of Tonguin 
Huindo, high and covered with large trees. The 
river is veiy pleasant here, about half a mile 
broad ; winding, and free from shoals ; with trees 
and herbi^e on* both sides in full verdure. At 
noon the river widened to about one mile; flats 
alternately on either shore, with cattle grazing, 
and scattered houses along the bank towards 
Meadai, on tlie east bank more flat near the river. 
The' west side is hilly down to the river. At five 
P.M. we passed Meadai, the A0w whoon'd jaghiie, 
saw his pbieun lying there ^th a great number 
of other boats belonging to bis duite ; they hoisted' 
his colours on the ph^un as I'passed, but took no 
further notice. I had been infonned that he in- 
tended entertaining me at Meadai, and suppose, 
therefore, he has altered his mind, or expected 
me to pay my court to him ; but, after his shame- 
ful conduct towards me, he must be in&tuated by 
pride and folly indeed, to expect any fMherad^ 
vancea from me. At six p.m., we made fast to a 
sandy island near Seiai Mew (or the City of 
Skins), on the west bank, and about four mfles 
below Medai. 
October 27. We proceeded at five a.m. with a 
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BUBiber of small boats of the mew whoon's suite 
ia eompany ; the land, on both sides, alternately 
hills and small flats near tibie river ; inland, I am 
toU^ there aee considerable flats and valleys under 
culture, and well inhabited. At nine a.m., we 
passed the town and diokey of Palo, on Ihe east 
hank« belonging to the Prince of Prone, and where 
his jagfaire, or territCHy, begins. A little further 
down on the west bank, we passed the town and 
4^okey of Patoi, belonging to one of the queens. 
The joew wJioon's pheun came in sight,* sur- 
jrounded by a great fleet of merchant-boats under 
)iis convoy ; a privilege he assumes, whenever he 
goes up or down the river^ and from whidi he and 
his derive a ooasidereble profit, at the expense 
of the chpkeys. About ten a.m., he passed us in 
all the pomp of savage state ; exalted in his own 
ideas, probably, in proportion as he saw us. de* 
.graded. He, in a commodious phsun, rowed by 
100 men^ and humble me in^a blatchong-boat 
paddled by six or seven; his lady deigned to 
look jeA us, but he did not appear. At eleven 
▲,M., we passed the town of Comma, the great 
rout'^ to Bengal by Arrakan goes through it ; the 
distance, I am told, to Arrakan, is seventy miles. 
At noon, saw hills on both sides down to the 
water's edge, clothed with wood in full verdure, 
so as to appear cheerful and picturesque. The 
river from a half to three*qututers of a mile broad* 
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lill^'Cyflrent gentle* and water «QMoth. Hie baaloi 
«ife, inrgteoeral, tc^iably^todced with game, deer, 
^^pactridge, quail, snipe, and jangle fowl ; so 
itbfttrjwith proper accommodations, and on good 
jltyma with government, a voyage on this river, at 
this season, . woald be pleasant, indeed superior 
f{);94e on the Ganges, or any other river I know. 
At ^mr ?.M., we passed the city of Prone, or Paai- 
M^y^ pnce die capital of the Burmhan dominions, 
jtfid still a place of considemble trade and popula- 
tMWv Timber is to be had here, cheap and in 
iplonty ; jand iron, the produce of mines in its vi- 
jifiiftitjr. Ships of 500 tons have been built here, 
(iiiid!ttiere is now one on the stocks of about 300 
^ns burthen. Here is also a considerable manu- 
jfik^tare of paper, and various articles made of it, 
as chattres and black books. The adjacent coimtiy 
4s also very fertile in grain, and the air said to be 
more salubrious than any other part of the Bnrm- 
iian dominions. The ancient limits of the Peg^e 
empire extended thus far north ; and a port here 
would completely command the navigation of the 
river; we dropped down about one mile below 
:the city and made fast to the east bank. The 
mew whoon, with the chief part of his convoy 
tmade fast to the western bank opposite the city.' 
. Odoier 28. Proceeded at five a.m. About fire 
nailes below Prone, and a little above Paioun, & 
covered with trees towards the western 
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diore ; a cooskleiable flat also lie« on the west 
side backed by high mounteins. East bank flat 
near the river about one mile» and bad^ed bf 
nigged hills, which extend four or five miles below 
Prone, and then recede to the eastward, with 
banks well inhabited and cultivated. At a.m., 
we passed the town of Patoune, a place of con- 
siderable note, and the residence of the mew- 
daghee, whose jurisdiction, I am infonned, ex- 
tends along the western bank as fiur down as 
Meaoun. Mr. Reeves went on shore at Patoune, 
to see the mewdaghee's son, who had given him 
an invitation when at Amarapooiah. He received 
him very kindly, wad his father invited him to 
come and reside there to build ships, promising 
him every support. Shinban planks are bougitt 
there at two and a half ticals, five per cent silver, 
per pair. The mewdaghee was very busy cc^ 
lecting men and arms for the Siam expedition. 
I counted twenty-one new boats lying along the 
bank near Patoune. High mountains, six or seven 
miles inland ; the river about one mile imd a half 
broad, but encumbered with several large reedy 
islands. We now passed down to the eastward 
of the laige islands, that lay opposite the town of 
Pohunghee, which is situated in the beautiful 
valley on the western shore; and noticed as a 
.fovourable place for ship-building, in my passage 
ujp the river. At one p.m., we passed Toii^erry, 
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a lang stragg littg tdwn <m the eitst boiak^ seYeihl 
boats were lying at it ; there al6o passed seYeial 
war-boate bound up« At half-past three p.m^ 
passed Tiough-Mou, where ends the Prince of 
Prone's jurisdiction, and commences that of the 
mew whoon's of Hunzawuddy ; which latter con- 
tinues to the searshore on the east side. He has 
also jurisdiction oyer . the country on the west 
bank and Meaoun to Basseen river, where comr 
menees the Prince of Basseen's country. To the 
southwud of Prone, the trees are of a much 
larger size than above, and etery thing indicates 
a greater fertility of soil. Fonneily the whole of 
the couatry, southward of Prone, was inhabited 
by Peguers, or, as called by the Buimhans, Tul- 
liens ; but their tionquerors are fast encroaching 
on them, so that now most of the inhabitants in 
the villages aloi^ shore, are Burmhans ; the poor 
Peguers retiring out of the country, or into the 
jungles. The country, although apparently flat 
viewed from the river, yet is considerably elevated 
inland; and the soil is gravel and loam in the 
risiag grounds ; the country gets more level how* 
ever, as we advance to the southward. At half- 
past five P.M., we made fiist under a steep bank at 
the upper end of the town of Meaoun ; a strag- 
gling place about a mile and a half hmg, the 
houses wretched, and surrounded, like aU .the 
Bttimhau towns, with filth and weeds. The soli 
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wery rich ; inland are extensive {xlddy fields, tlie 
grain juat in ^ar. About seven p.m., some unlticky 
wag, thought proper to sport his wit on the stran- 
gers by pelting us with stones and clods. I re- 
ceived a smart blow on my shoulder whilst sitting 
on the top of my boat, and sent some people in 
chase of our assailants, but without success ; un- 
willing to risk a second assault, we dropped down 
below the town, to a place where the beach was 
shelving, and our situation less exposed. 

October 29. At seven a.m., we passed the town 
of Kausung on the west bank, where the inha* 
bitants have been industrious enough to fix se- 
vieral sets of wooden stairs along the beach, which 
is steep; several war boats and merchant boats 
were lying along the bank. At half-past nine 
A.M., passed Shoegfaain, on the west bank; se« 
veral war boats passed upwards ; pleasant north* 
erly breeze, with which we sail down <he stream 
merrily. The river in this part is rather dreary; 
wide, but encumbered with reedy islands, or 
reedy flats, projecting alternately from either 
shore. Inland, are high trees and hamlets of 
wretdied paltry huts. I am told there are many 
villages wiihin the banks, and cultivated; but 
suppose it is very partial, as the country appears 
to be but thinly inhabited. Most of the ancient 
inhabitants have deserted the country to avoid 
the oppressive government of their Burmhan con- 
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querors. At three km., we passed the entrance 
of Basseen river; at half-past five p.m., made fest 
at a reedy island, on the west side of the river; 
three boats full of men of very suspicious appear* 
ance reconnoitred us ; the boatmen say, they are 
water pirates; however, as they did not molest 
us, and we were not afnud of them, we let diem 
gratify their curiosity \irithout molestation; only 
advising them not to come toe Uiear at night, as 
our people would be apt to ire at them. Mr. 
Mores, the new shabunder of Mengue, and a 
boat belonging to Jhansey, have kept close to ns 
these, two days for protection. I saw the track 
of deer on shore; at night the mosquitos b^an 
to be troublesome, 

October 307 We proceeded at four a.m. ; the 
river broad, but encumbered with reedy islands, 
or extensive reedy banks, projecting alternately 
from either shore ; on the main banks, trees. The 
land appears nearly deserted, and all the i^Ui^es 
on the east bank reduced since I last passed; but, 
as they are in general only a parcel of sheds, run 
lip with bamboos, mats and straw, a town is 
soon formed or abandoned, and the inhabitants 
are constantly shifting about to avoid the impo- 
sitions of their masters. One cause of this roving 
habit is the exemption from ground-rent, for one 
or two years, in which a new settler is indulged.' 
At forty minutes past six p.m.. We parted/ dMr 
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lower mouth of Sailoon Creek ; west bank, at eight 
P.M. Came to the east chokey and town of Tai^- 
hain» and entered the Rangoon branch ; we con- 
tinued dropping down with the current till one at 
midnight, being a fine moon-light, calm night, 
when we anchored, in the stream to rest the people, 
haying made about ten miles since we entered 
the riTer. The current is very gentle: through- 
out this day, about two miles per hour in the 
great river, and one mile and a half per hour in 
the small one. Mosquitos are very troublesome, 
especially since we entered the Yonghong branch : 
they are the largest, and most ravenous of any 
I have ever met with. 

October 31. We proceeded at five p.m., saw 
many plantations of plantains, with small wretched 
huts on the ridge of the bank near the river ; but 
for the most part there was a thick jungle of reeds 
and lofty trees. The river narrow and winding: 
in' some places not more than sixty or seventy 
yavds across. AtnineA.M.,cametoNeapawohoon, 
the largest village on the eastern bank, but many 
df the hamlets belonging to it lie up a creek, and 
on the west bank ;die east village, in particular, is 
called Thouweelai; which means that the inhabi* 
tants hold their tenure. by furnishing a gilt war- 
ligat, which we saw lying on the beach. This is 
4ie common tax on all the villages along the 
Iwika of , the river. At twenty minutes past ten« 
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we pused the town and chdcey of Pantai. The 
river here divides into three bnndies, one goes 
to the westward, and falls into the sea at China 
Buckh^i, and also comnianicates with the Basseen 
river ; the east branch is only an aim of that going 
to Rangoon, and makes Pantu an island. About 
eleven we met the flood-tide, and stopped to rest 
the people, as they had had very little sleep last 
Bi^t owing to the mosquitos, which aie innu- 
merable beyond any thing I ever saw before. At 
ficmr P.M., the tide having slacked, we proceeded* 
At half-past seven p.m., we passed Tashai, a laige 
village on the east bank. Between that and 
Paulai we saw neither habitations nor cultivation, 
all a gloomy jungle; but, I am told that ih the 
md^t of the deepest recesses of jungle, are little 
villages of Carriaas, who appear to me to be the 
aborigines of the country. At four p.m., we an* 
chored, the tide of ebb being done, about diree 
miles distant from Rangoon. At twelve at night 
I received a packet of Bengal and other Iettei8». 
but not one fipom Government ; a very distoessing 
disappointment to me, as I was in. hopes to hlive 
secdivied some instractions how to conduct myself 
ubder my present embarrassing cirmmstances. 

Novmber 1. At seven a.m., we arrived at the 
pier at Rangoon, add found an English snow, Ae 
P^gy, Captain Carey of Bengal. The shatiimder 
Jhansey came on board vrith Mr. Dyer. After 
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breakfiast I landed, and went up to my house ; in 
the course of the day most of my baggage was 
landed. And thus ends my expedition to Amara- 
poorah, on which I have been absent from Ran- 
goon eleven months wanting four days. 



THE END. 
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